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STA~ll' COLLECTIXG 

We offer to collectors th e world's most efficient service in 
formin g outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase 
of Aerophi lately: 

NEW ISSUES: We maintain a complete New Issue Service 
of mint Airmail Stamps, including the scarce 
issues. By subscribing to this service you are 
assured of acquiring new items in the most eco­
nomical way. Write for folder giving full 
particulars. 

RAR ITIES: We handle rare airmail issues which are issued 
in very limited quantities and usually not obtain­
able in the open market. 

ERRORS AND VARIETIES : Through our many connections 
all over the world, we are in a position to offer a 
large number of scarce errors and varieties to our 
clients. Most of these issues are submitted on our 
New Issue Service as they appeared, before 
prices increased. 

AIR LETTER SHEETS : We also service new issues of air 
letter sheets- a new and very popular field of 
Aerophi lately. Our service offers all new air 
letter sheets. including scarce issues. Write for 
further detai Is . 

AUCTION SALES : Our next sale will take place some time 
in the early fall. If you are not on our mailing 
list, please write for the catalog of the forthcom­
ing sale which will include mint and used airmail 
stamps. 

We welcome your inq uiries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F. W. IIBSSLER 
500 Fifth Avenue ew· York 36. N. Y. 
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BUFFALO BALLOON COVER 

>l o Longer Unique 

In the " anabria Air Post Catalogue" under U nited Scares' emi-Official Air ~1Iail 
Stamps, .\ o. · o 1 is listed as fo llows: 

1877. BG F'FALO BALLOO:\ . ls.ued in connection " ·ith balloon Rights br Samuel 
Archer King. ..J copy is k11ow11 011 flown rot•er from Gnllnti11, T n111., addressed lo 
H nrrotlsburg. K y. u •ith rulditio11nl Jc gree11 postage n11d post office cn11cellntio11. {See 

anab ria' Airpost ;\ ews, Feb. 1936). Printed in strips from single die. Imperf. 

·01 01 FIVE C E:\TS deep blue ------·-- ---- - - ___ (;\ l int) S~50.oo 

CO\ -ER ------ ------- __ $3,000.00 

Although the publishers of "Sanabria Air Post atalogue" had been informed that 
anothe r Buffalo Balloon cover existed. they did not lis t it because it had never been sub­
mitted to chem for visual examination ... Th, Air P ost J u11r11nl" of ~ ovember, 19~5 ill us­
t ra ted a photoirraph of the ~econd cover to!!ether with a photograph of the cover described 
in the anabri a Air Post Catalogue. 

Aero Phil atel ist's C hap ter .\11. 1 at its February 26, 19 3 meeting literally was 
" lifted ou t of its seats'' when a member rose before the mee ting to show his latest acquisi­
t ion " ·hich he had secured the day before. 'n1is was a Buffalo Balloon cover he rewith 
illust r:Hed and the same one pictured in the Air Pust J ournnl of November, 19{ -. 

The cover mentioned in the anabria cata logue as the only one known (the anab r ia 
edi tor has e;\aminecl rhe second cover and ,,·ill amend the next edition of the carnlogue}, 
although declared authentic by aero-philatelic autho ri ties, does nor have rhe scamp tied co 
the cover a~ true of so man)• ea rly U nited Sta tes covers with Local stamps. Thu some 

Rn"'ra ia to day• 

DR. BLACK I E'S 

Jkltool for l;1rl11 af\J Y 01u1s ~adiet1, 
U "' t h··n> .;; ln··I . 

\\:'II\ 1Ll.E. Tl\\ 

k/J 
I -· 

\ · 
Fig. I The Buffalo Balloon cover. The heavy reddish color killer has been f iltered to show 
the stamp better. L. W . Charla! supplied some additional info rmation about this cover, 
which is highly in teresting. E. F. Gambs. the addressee, was one of the leading stamp deal­
ers in the Un ited States in those early years of American philately. The fact that a cover 
was sen t to h im might explain why such a histor ical item was p reserved, while this particular 
cover cou ld possib ly be ranked as one of the earliest known " philatel ic covers". 

July, 1953 3 



U. . BC.: FF,1LO B./LLOON 

will a lways hold resen•arions about an) CO\'er where no proof can ever be rroduced to 
shO\\ that the stamp "as affo .. ed ar the time of mailing. The -ramp on rhe ne\\ I) acquired 
cover is tied as can he ~een. It i, inrercsrinf! to ob>crve that the Gallatin. Tennessee can­
cellation dated June 18, 1877 tie, in \\ ith rhc Gallatin. Tennessee June 18, 1877 cancella­
tion on the cover menrioned in 'anahria. ( E\-Dr. Cole. no\\ in the ~Ir~. Lou be H offman 
Collection). 

ome \'Cr} comprehensi\C~ article• l.a\•e heen \\ ritten ahuut chi, " Buffalo Balloon" 
~tamp. " Tlir 1l irpuJt }rn1run/'' of Auf!u•r. •9+!- iJe,crihed the stamr and it" postal history. 
And recent!) in its December. •9'i2 and .Januan . 19·3 numh~r' added considerahlr to the 
story in an article authored by E. l-l ilde,heim. " ~lekecl',," of April 27, •9+2 ran an 
article " Buffalo Balloon Pu~taj!e. ~c '\ a.hville, Tt'nn .. 18n" h) \ '. Leyounl? Ardiff. And 
then there i the article reierred to in the anahria C:Haloirue h\ the late :-. icola ana­
bria in "The n11nbrin . l irpr1J1 X tto" nf Fehrt.U) •9l6. Bcrnu<c o t the recent acquisi­
tion of a second "Buffalo Ballm·n" ccl\er. it >lwul1l he timrl) to read aj?ain what ~lr. 
':inabria hnd \\rittcn in 1936. Thc1efurc hi- account 1< reprinted:-

"BALLOO~" TA~IP EARLIE T t.: :-. ITED TATE ' "A IR" ADHE I\'E 

B\ "ICOLAS SA~ABRIA 

Fifty-nine )'Car' ai:o the " t. Loui~ Philateli>t". accordini: to the -.tudies of Roscoe B. 
:\l artin, carried an ad\•ertiscment offerini: "Buffalo Balloon tamp" at ten cent each. 

Thi stamp i the Buffalo Balloon 'tamr. printed in deer blue, \\ hich ha~ come to be 
recoi!llized a" the earliest air mail adfle~i\'e ~tamr used on an) balloon ascen ion in the 
l:nitcd tate . 

There are um·erified tatemt'nts that halloun' in their e\perimenrnl Aight m the 
earlr year of the 19th Century and even earlier carried letters. 

Fig. 2 The stamp and 1hc cancel as 1t actual'y appears, taken from an untouched photograph. 

4 Aero Pltilrtfclist .l1111als 



~ ~ BUFFALO BALLOON 

Fig. 3 Tha t por tion of the back of the .. Buffalo Balloon" cover showing the " St . Louis, Mo. 
June 19. 9 P. M." arriva l mark. 

( Plto101 by Boutrtllt) 

Robert P aµanini in presencinJ! a list called '"l,;. . Pionee r Fl ights, 1793- 19 17" (in the 
'"American Phila telist") prefents a~ "'°\ umbe r O ne" a Philadelphia-Woodbury ( Balloon) 
Ail!ht . cptembe r t. 1793. 

:'.\ o doubt "balloon" ei.rerimenc~ \\ere 1-einl! made in 1793, bu t whether the n ited 
care' P o•t Office D epartment, tl:cn 1.nder ti-<' j!uidancc uf T imothy P icke ring of Penn­

S} lrnnia. \\ ;h intcre•ted in tr:in,portinj! mail h} balloon i-, indeed a debatable question. 
T here i' nu C\idence to 1-e hail tha t the 1 i9.~ hallunn flieh c re fo r red to \\ a recoj!nized 
h} the po• t office chieftains of Prc,idrnt \ \ 'a,hinJ!tun \ da~. 

T. •. C. Lowe, a balluon:~ t olN•n·er ot 1ht' l nion Army during the Civi l \ \ 'a r, 
a'cended in a balloon at the Battle ut I our Oak•. \l a1 .~1. 1862. 

L!m e\. ballClon a.,ccnsi! n oi :\ugu•t lJ.. 18•~. ma1lc :ir Lanca;,ter. Ga., carried a few 
3-cent '\ csbit c1welope•. One 'uch cm elope 1\ as addrr,,cd to Philadelphia and car ries the 
notation "Recci11.·d lrom Lam:ihtrr . .I :ime., 'haw. l . . ," , T hi;, envelope how a balloon 
hand•rnmp. 

T hi, CO\er is an c'ample 1 r tl-e Lo1\ e a1h erti,ing plan. in connection w ith his public 
ffij!hts. 

The sta tement ha- been m.1cle that f;allnuni-1 \\'isr \\ hn made many a.ccnsions hcfore 
186o. did earn pw.tmarke1I mail .1t I ata\C'ltC', Ind iana , in 1819, al o that Ballooni~t 
Cl:n ton carried mail in his ascensions at Cincinnati, Ohio, in 18 3. Both of the~e tO\\ n~ 
hail \\ ell-regul:HC'd post office' in the mu Ha rs noted and CCl\Crs that had any po•t-officc 
transit or post-officr acceptance •huuld shm' to\1 n postmark• oi the period. 

, peciali-h in l nited tate' po•tmark- kllll\\ that as both the Cincinnati and Lafayette 
p1N offices rmplmed dl'iinitc po-cal markin!!" in the }Cars mentioned, any covers that 
''\1 ent throueh tl·c p!»t office"' need• mu't -him the to\\ n marb of rhe period. to acquire 
\·alidit} :imonJ! collC'ctor•. 

All oi \\ hid1 doc, nut. in am mannrr. affect the " Buffalo" e'-Cept to support the 
J!l'nC'ral belie1 that thi, 'ramp i• the \er} first adhe,1\e stamp rn have been carried in a 
balloon Rij!h t in thC' L nit<'!I ~ tatl',. 

ThC' tact-. are that "amuel Archer 1' inl!. rm 1wr ut the Buffalo Balloon. gave public 
l"-hilminns in tht' 1 Rn-18 period and in '«'H'ral in-.r:111i:t•s ilt•dared hi.; in tention to carr}' 
parcels a nd lt>ttt·r-.. 

I t \\ uuld appear tu bc ·1 definite fan that KinJ?. in thc ~um mer of 1877, planned a 
prett'ntiuu' asccnsmn at n,lH"iPc. T(•1111 .. and thi- ·i-ccn-.ion \\a' publicized in the :S-ash­
' ille ne\\ 'paper' and it \\ nuld al•o appe;ir the Buffalo :ulhe-.i\•e '<tamp was orij!inated by 
John Lillard. a '\ a'll\'ille re"r rter. :1nd I\ as fir.;r u•t'd 1111 this ;isccn-.ion. 

'\ o douht the "tamp \I a• later .;uhl I reeh. \I ht'revcr Kini! i•ave C''-hihition . 
Thi, -.camp had the \lord- "'IL\I LOO'\ PO 'T.\CE" at rhe top. and " F I\.E 

CE '\T$" at the bot tom. In thl' crntcr i- <l11m n a balloon, in.;crihed "Buffalo" and 115" 
numC'ral, at each -idl". The •tamp i• 1 " ~ 1 , inches :md \\as printed rrom a <;inJ!le die 
in •trips, tete-bechr pair- occurrin!!. The•e pair' arc Hrtical and three •uch arc known . 

. J 11l11. / 'J.i.'J s 



U. S. BUFFALO BtJ,LLOON - SURINAM 

One "Rown" cover is known to ca rry notations indicating origin and intent to be 
carried on the balloon and to conform to the Federal rel!ulations appertaining to private 
mail carriage, this cover is franked by a 3-ccnt green U. S. stamp. This cover, addres ed 
to Harrodsburg, Kentucky, shows the Gallatin, Tenn. circle postmark. 

The newspaper reports of the day stated the balloon landed a t Gallatin, Tenn. on 
June 18th and the cover was there placed in the post office and sent on to H arrodsburg, 
the regular stamp paying for this se rvice. 

It is interesting to note that the printed comments on this cover when it was brought 
forward n few years ago was that it was franked by an 1879 3-cent g reen stamp. Ob­
viously this was an error, because a look at the record as developed by Fred ]. ~l clville , 
pointed to the news repo rts of the 1\ ash ville new paper of June 15, 1877, and the " Phila­
delphia Ph ilatelist" in 1877, ran a sto ry stating they had received a "Balloon P ostage 
Stamp" from Wheeler Bros. of Nash ville ; that the stamp was designed by ] no. B. Lillard 
and engraved by J. H. Snively. This stamp-the philatelic editor said~arried the word 
" Balloon Postage" a t the top. "Five Cent " a t the bottom, was printed in blue and the 
center depicted the Buffalo Balloon. (The word " Buffalo" is inscribed on the balloon.) 

:\ewspaper s tories of the day amply confirm the ascension of June 18, 1877, which 
wa under the supervision of S. A. King \\'ho had five or sb. associates on the ascension, 
consistin j? of his assistant balloonist and a j?roup of .:\a hville newspaper men. Following 
the :\' a. hville ascen~ion, another was made the following day to Taylorsville. 

The J une 18 cover was not of an official nature-no more than the adhesive stamp, 
hut the tamp is undoubtedly the earliest United States air stamp. The one known copy 
on cover is owned by a well-known :\' ew Yo rk collector. 

l,;nused copies are kno\\·n in the collections of air post specialists. 
It i interesting to note th at the word " Buffalo" seemingly has misled some of the 

scriveners of stamps, fo r the~· inferred the word related to the city of tha t name in New 
York tare. The wo rd " Buffalo" refers to the name of the balloon and the new paper 
reports show that King was giving public exhibi tions in the 1873-77 period. at the Phila­
delphia entennial Exposition. There i nothing to indicate anr " Right " was made at 
Buffalo. :"\. Y. 

It \\·a~ a happy idea of a newspape r reporter to crea te a souveni r stamp for an early 
ascension, and the Buffalo adhesive is that s tamp. 

SURINAM s GLD AIR ~IAIL OF 1941 

From the British weekly " tamp CollectinJ!" of ~lay 1. 1953 :­
"\\·. E. Fyndem. His P age". 

" urinam. 19.p. 5 gld air (Scott C 18, anabria :\o. 2~•). A reader wrote and 
a ked me what stamp l would conside r as being the sca rcest air stamp issued ince 
the beginning of the \Var. I know a lot of people will d isa~ree with my choice-but 
I have picked out the above. Printed 2,000 copic>, known commercially used. I pre­
fer used". 

Other candidate~ fo r the scarcest air mail iss ued since 1939 a re Corfu the 1 9~1 100 

drachmas ( cott :'\C11. Sanabria :-.o. 5). fezz an the ·oc overprint of 19~3 ( anabria 
l\o. 1 ), French Equatorial Africa the "Free French" overpr int of 19+1 ( cott C9 and 11 , 
Sanabria :\'os. 15 and 16) or the Red Cros. ( cott CB2. anabria :'.'\o. 29) . 

All of these a re O\•crprints made for emergencr o r Occupation purpo cs, while the 
urinam ~tamp was definitive one. In our opinion. the 19+1 5 gld. air mail of urinam 

looks like a \'err likely choice as the best from the atorementioned group. ( H . .11. G.) 

• American catolo~ numbers substituted for the Brit ith Gibbom . 

6 Aero Philatelist Annals 



SUDAN 

o More Air Mail Stamps 

Sudan air mail stamps will soon cease to be issued! This, in substance, is the mean­
ing of "Philatelic Circular Ko. 12" issued by the Department of Posts and Telegraphs, 
Khartoum, Sudan, on i\ I ay 1st, 1953. This notice advises of the demonetization of earlier 
issues of Sudan stamps by a December. 1952 order under section 28 of the Sudan Posts 
and Telegraphs Ordinance 19 10 of which the effect, air mail-wise, leaves valid for pre­
payment of postage from J anua ry 1st. 19-3. "the 2nd permanent air Mail Issue (New 
Pictorial) placed on sale on the first of July 1950"; and then states that present air mail 
stocks will be issued by the post offices until exhausted , or until December 31st, 1953 
when unsold stocks will be withd rawn from sale. The contents are sufficien tly important 
to quote part of the circu lar in full: 

"(B ) Netv Pictorial Air ;l/nil S tamps. 

These were placed on sa le on the first of July 19-0. They represented the second 
permanent i sue of Sudan Air i\lail stamps, the first permanent issue having been placed 
on sale from 1931 onwards. [t has now been decided as a matter of policy in future not to 
issue a ir mail stamps. The rea ons governing this decision arc as follows: 

SEPTEMBER 22nd & 23rd 
Will Sell at Public Auction the Prolif ic Stock of Desirable Sta mps of 

Consisting of many thousands of MINT AIR STAMPS, 
USED AIR STAMPS, AIR STAMP FIRST DAY COVERS 

- a n d -

A WIDE RANCE OF FOREIGN POSTAGE 

This Fine Property, much of It in Complete Sets, ls being arranged for 
sale in lots so varied in size and get -up as to appeal to all. 

WRITE FOR CATALOG NOW! 

John W. Nicklin 
Pioneer of Aero Philately 

110 WEST 42nd STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y . 

"Are you intere. led in Air , tamp discoveries . . carcP New I ssues. 
Proof, and New l ue. at regi lered client vrefere11ce prices?" 

July, 1953 7 



SUDAN 

The universal Postal Convention prescribes that air mail correspondence should bear 
a spccinl label or s tamp impres ion in blue, bcarinir the words " P a r Avion" nnd optionnlly 
with a translat ion in the languaire of the country of oriirin. This i the onlr official menns 
in the inte rna tional post o f indication by the ender and recognition b}' the postal so rter 
that a lrtter is intended for air mail transmission; and , in fact, postal o rte rs the world 
over are trained to pick ou t envelope be:1rin1? ai r mail labels for rapid sortinir into the 
outj?oinJ? air mail despatches. It fo llows that air mail stamps a re not t rictly nece arr. 
but as the re is no pro,•ision ref!ardinl? thrm in the lini,•ersnl Postal Convention, their 
use dues not cons titu te any in f rinj!.cment of in ternational 1>ostal ref?u lations. Opinion as 
to their desirability a :111 embell ishment of ai r mail corrt'spondence -eems to vary con­
siderably from country tu country. The ,·ie\\ of the present uclan Posta l A dministration 
1s that they are undc,,irahlc because: 

(a} the} are unnece 'ar}; 

(h} they a rc liahle w mislead the public into thinking that tile} are a sufficient mean 
of indica tinl? that air mail transmis!'ion is re11ui red, ' ' herea,. a letter intended for 
air mail t ran~mi-sion hcarinJ? no :ii r mai l label but on ly air mail stamps is likcl} 
to ,uffer delay throul!'.h being ... enr by surtace rou te. particularly "hen it ha, to 

be handled in an}' intermediatr countrie, where the lan1?u aj!'.e of the country of 
o riJ?in may he quite incomprehensible to the 'orrer" on dut}' : 

(d air mail s tamp" are often u'c.-d by members of the public to prepay po,tagc 
on letters intended for traruni,,ion by surface route, and thi' cause• delay for 
the >urter I\ ho h:i, ro Jec1de '' hether the sender fo rJ?ot to atn' an air mail label 
or put the '' rnng s tamp on hi~ letter. 

The \ e11 Pictorinl :iir m:til ,.ramp... ''ill continue tu be i'>ued to po>t offices 
111 the "udan un t il pre,cnt :,tuck' :ire e'\l1a11!-ted, hut all out-tandinl? '-upplie.; of air mail 
·tamp' a r po't office- ' ' ill he '' irhdra\\ n Imm .. ale alter the dose of bu .. ine .. , on the 31,t 
of December, 19:;3." 

It i, ' ' ith reJ?ret that the '' riter ... ec... udan iullm\ ing the ll1ot,teps of the candi­
n1\ ian count rie .. anJ .\1 iuerl and in cea .. ing ru i ..... ue air mail ... ramp... Thi, may be imli­
ca ti\ e ot a trend '' hich ''ill re,ult in IC\\ a air mail -;tamp' from certain cuuntrie,, anJ a 
re,ulting increase o l :iir lerters and othrr air mail stationery, a .. ' 'ell as air rate stanws. 
It i- inte rt"•rinl? to note chat J·111lanJ. Denmark. anti "-orn ay. all ,,i,lely U'-e :iir lerter:, 
be-.ring imprinted .. camp, even though It the pre•t'nt time none ot them i''ue air mail 
stamp... To 'ome e'tent the 'ilml' i. t rue nt Can:ula. the :'\ t•rherland .. anJ Germany 
"hkh all ha\•e air lerter .. evt•n thuuf!h air mail "tamp;; arr not pre,entl) is-.m·d. The•e 
la ... r three rnuntrie ... ha\'C made no ofncial pronouncement th:tt no air mail •tamp' '' 111 he; 
i''uecl in the furure. 

The Ci ndominium of 'u1lan. go\aneJ joind\' hy (;reat Britain and rf!l'pt, and 
locnre1l direcrh on the " li fe-line" het\\ een Grt':it Britain aml Africa. A-ia. anJ the Far 
£a,t ha, h.1d a rich anti cumprchcnsive aernphilatelic hi-tor) hnth \\ irh re.,pect to the 
.1ir 111~11 -ramp ... i"uc:d, die inrere,ting and legitimate \·ar1etic' :iml erron. anti the air 
Rif!ht, n\·e r ih tcrriton. A la rgc land '' ith limited anti ofren primiri,·e method' of 
tran .. pnrtati1 n. it t111;ml in rhc .1irplane and air mail ... 1·1mp ... 'imilar ad\ :tnt:tJ?C• to the one• 
rre .. t•nth ol·currinl! in l :1n.1Ja in connection with the openinc: to 1lenlopment ol the north­
ern terriroric... All air mail coll t•ctor,;, \\ I ether -:I\ int? mint or ll>t'd ,ramp ... ur cover-.. "ill 
regrt·t thi, pulil-y. 1 t i,, hm, C\ t'r. fortunate that there i- •II much t''-i•tinl! aerophil.Helic 
material trom uJan that no air mn1l ..:nllec:u r -houl1l find too much Jifficulr) in "Ct:urinl? 
1 rrrre-ent 1tive cnllt•ction oi thi-: co1•1Hr} ·, marc.-rial to "uir hi, per•onal ta,te. 
111/1 • L. II nrltt) 

8 .drrn l'ltilaldi.~I _t 1111(1/S 



ERO PHIL TELIC E 

~EWFOU~DLA;"\D DO-X DROP ~IAIL 

T he recen t :iuthorirari,•e :ind comprehensive book " ;\ ewfoundland A ir :\ Jail~ 1919-
39" b) C. 11. C. II a rmer and R . E. R. Oah\ ick de\"(He' fou r paJtC ' (pp. 138-.p) to "The 
D O - >. :\I ai l'". Page q o has this passaite as quoted. 

" It has been srn ted that th ree CO\' ers ' ' ith t. J ohns" :\ l ay 19 postmark. were 
dropped over L onclon and two over P a rb bu t f rom the arrival postmark these 

cm othe r normall) deli,•ered covers." 

"" ··-- ·-

~ 
~-· --· 

VIA ...v-X 

wr . R. A. tor.cea, 
F. ~. Bo• I~~ . 

t . .ro:.n•e, 
?ii f wU: ....... A! .. L. 

V I A A I R MAI L 

Fig I The front of a 00-X cover showing the London receipt mark, of which only three 
are reported. 

1Jk. .. H t lo-. L~, 
'I Alf-\.. (; I ~ .... 1 i~, ... r 
s! c,f{f..._A .. , ( S f-0 .) 

r tU-l(. . 

Fig. 2 The front of a 00-X cover dropped over Paris, France. It 1s believed that only two 
such covers exist. 

J uly. l .'JJ3 9 



AERO PIJJLATELIC SH OWCASE - EWFOUNDLllND 

,,. -- ,,,.,----, 
. ----- -~ 

101
• 

.-Ji' 
' . .: 
l : 

I ~- 63 
.1. off " I 

" 

Fig. 3 The back of the cover illustrated in Fig. 2 showing the St. Cloud ($eine-et-Oese) 
receipt mark dated May 26, 1932. 

( Pho101 b,· Boulrt/I, ) 

After reading the abo,•e. we wrote to :.\Ir. Cyril H armer inquiring as to his reasons 
for this tatemcnt because we possessed covers with marking showing that they were 
dropped O\•e r London and P aris. 

:.\1 r. H armer replied as follows: 

" T am quite willing to be convinced that this exists. The la t time I wa in 
::\ ew York, one such cover was to be old at auct ion, which J went round and looked 
at, but tl1ere seemed to me ab-olutely notl1ing on this one, at any rate, proving it 
had not been hand led in the ordinary way. 

" \Vould you be so kind as to give me fu ll derails of all posta l marking , also the 
address, re-d irection or anything of that sort. and I will be most happy to look into 
it again. 

"The curious thing is that I cannot remember having heard this 'drop-mail' 
theory mentioned or written about before the war, and it is difficult to understand 
how or why a handful of covers, and a very small handful, were upposcd to have 
been dropped over L ondon and Paris, but by all means let us try and sorr it out." 

Four photograph. were sent to :.\Ir. Harmer and arc illustrated here as Figs. 1 to 3. 
Fig. 1 shows the front of a cover in the Jules L . \ Vacht collection with the London 
marking on the front. Fig. 2 and 3 show a cover dropped over Paris from the writer's 
collection. (H. M. G.) 

10 A ero Philatelist Annals 



AERO PH ILATELIC S llOll"CASE - ICEL ;JND 

ICELAND ZEPPELIN ISSUE 

An Important Variety Discovered on the 
30 au r Denomination 

T\\enty-two years after its issue in 193 1, a ne\\ \•a riet)' on the lowest denomination 
of the GRAF ZEPPEL l =' set of th ree has come to ligh t. The fi rst denomination, the 
30 aur ( anabria :\o. 10. Scott C9) has been found with the "Zeppelin 193 1" overprint 
ap1>lied twice, known phila relically as a double o\rerprint. 

No .. ... 42.42 ..... . . . ......... May ... !S. ... 19~. 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 35 T~ STREET 

NEW YORK 16. N . Y. 

EXPERT COMMITTEE 

We have examined the enclosed .. .Icaland .. 1931 .... . 

.......... ..30 ... a .•... ~.e.d .. .and .. g.r.e.en.,Sw .• #J.O ......... ... ........... ..... . 

submitted by ... .Mr .• .S .. Ser.abr.a.k.1an .......... .......................... .. 

of which a photograph is attached .. on .. the .. .r.e.v.er.se .... . 

and are of the opinion chat ic is ····a-··g«itt!:n-e·········· ···· 

........ . doubl.e .. .ave.r.p.r.int:":'.-:-.:o::':'. :":::-.~. ::' .":'. -:-.::-.":'.:o: .":'.-:-.::-.":'.~~.~:':' ..... 

Fig. 2 Certificate No. 4242 of the Exper t Committee of the Philatelic Foundation. 
( l'lt0101 courttsr of tlte l'ltiloulic FouJotiu) 

J ttly, 1953 11 



AERO Pll/Lt/TELIC S f-I OW C.d E - ICELAND 

Fig. l The strip of 20 with the double overprint. The si ngle stamp beneath it shows the 
Normal overprint . 

A strip of 20 from the top of a sheet has been authenticated b}' the Expe rt Committee 
of the Philatelic Found at ion as having a double o,·erprint. It is illustrated here as 
figure 1 with the permission of the Philatelic Foundation. 

The second overprint is not shifted greatly so th at the ove rprint on the stamps in 
th is strip appear simply heavier than on the normal overprint. For comparative pur­
poses. the single stamp reneath the strip is a copy with the normal overprint. 

Also illustrated is the Certifica te issued by the Philatelic Foundation record ing their 
opinion that this is a double overprint (Fig. 2). 

Thi is a new discovery. l\o ca talog, American or foreil!'l, has listed this variety. 
To the best of our knowledge. this is the first disclosu re of this find. ( H . .11. G.) 

INVERTED CE TERS 

The appearance this year of the L iberia error ha> cau>ed many to inquire a to how 
many air mai l stamps are known to exist wi th ['.\ \' E RTED CE:"TERS. This L iberia 
item (the 2 c magenta and black of the 19·2 J ehudi Ashmun Commemorative [ ·sue) 
brings the tota l to six. The follow inl?: s tatistics. as taken from the 19-3 Sanabria Cata­
logue, . hould be of interest. 

Co1111trr 8011. No. Q11n11tity Cat. Price 

u. S. A. Ja 100 $-l,500.00 
Bolivia la 50 500.00 
Bolivia 6a 25 750.00 
Liberia goa 80 325.00 
Lithuania ~c 200 10.00 
~I auritania 1·a -o 300.00 
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HO DURAS 

The 1930 Official Air ~lail Issue 

BY IR\'J;\G I. GREE.\ 

An E,ecuti\•e Decree dated June 30. 1930 authorized the issuance of the first official 
air mail stamps of the Republic of H onduras.• The quantities ( 10,000 of each denomina­
tion ). the overprint description and colors to he used are clearly specified in this decree 
heini:r exactly as listed by the cott catalol!ue as H ondura:- C~6/C -o or by the anabria 
ca tal ne:ue as Honduras an. u / -7. The latter cataloj?uC, however. lists and price at 
hil!h value· t11 elve additional major varieties an. 58/ 69 11 hose denomination and over­
print color' are at variance with the letter of the decree. 

The discrepanq het\1 een the two cataloJ?uc listinj?s presented a vexinl? problem to this 
I\ riter a• no one ~eemed able to pro,·e or di-pro' e the lel!itimacy of the anahria-liHed 
additional ' 'a rietic.. A all these qurstionahle item' \1 ere quite rel!ularlr offered at 
reputable ~tamp auctions with many findinJ! their W:t} into my own collection. I determined, 
once and for all. to clarify the ubject. Thu , after con ider able investigation. the con­
clu ion i~ reached thac-

1. ) All the number~ anabria ~8 b9 are forJ!erie~. 

~~~ .. ,_: ..... 1'.t~ ...... : ~,.~ = --..c-__.. ..... : .....,.~~"-.. : ..... ~"......-: ··~....,.. : ~:J-...~- ~ ·~ 
11~~~" ..... : t ....... ..,, ! u~ ; 11~"-• : n~ : 14~~> : n~u .... : 11_...,..,... ! n~ .... ~~~ .. ...,. 
Ht,,_ : \~t~ltfli'> ! \\.ll>....,. • H ·1 • \~tLa#)t • \\'1a..w,. : \U ... : \"\tl.ftll ~ \ "q .,_,, ~ W•; 

···········t···········l···········!············i············i .. ···········!············1·· .. ·······t····:·······r··· .. ·:···· 
... ~ .. - : ·••W"'...,...: . ...._~ ..... :-.....~"'..,,_ : ......,..~ .. : ..... ~ ...... : ·~= · ..... ?.!:w...:, .... ~ ........ : ""'"~ 
.~.,."~ : ·~~~ : 111MialltlW : 11~~ .... : ll,,..\tt.._ : u~,,_.a., : a.~'" ..... : n ~-. : u~~...... : . ~ •"-

• \ fh t W : \ \ I~ : \ '°I L ... : ,""y,_.._ : \ \·r-• : \VtL.,... : \ \f-t-·.._ : \ tW.W : ,y;~;... : f ""-_, 

........... ~· ........... ~·· .......... ~· .......... ·~ · ........... 1 ........ ····l······· ···· ·~ · .......... 4 .... .. ..... l .......... . 
-t.f:-1 -~-l ~1 __... .. j ~-l -.e-1 -~1 __ 1 .~1~ ...... I ....... , : I ~ : h.,., .... : b.-*i&lltll9o : H~~ : n i'tM. : r-*1~ : o;.,~ : rtw-"•t.M : ··~ 
_ fu . .., : • f f h . • : t.,.._.. : '\1 ... .- : '"l 'l.tllll ! ._.,.. : .-.., .. '* ! \1h-ii;_;f : ,'(,'°"'..,. : ' ~""'-• 

..... ·: ... · l ·: .......... ; ... ·;. ·; ... ·! ...... : .... ·~ ........... f ........... t· .. ·: ...... i ...... : . ~·.j. ... : .. : .... ~ .......... . 
-.. . .__.-.: ~-~ -......-: -'--: -~w..= '9'.;!N .. : - ...... ....._: ·~..,... : ....:111._~: -·-~ 
• ..-.- : dl•-: 1·1•·--: ~,,...ii. ...... : ·~~ : ".1.~1- : ·-- : """'" ....... : llt\_ofll- : .... ~ 
¢'\o i.. ...... ! '°"'"''-"- : \JtsLO:W : "Tl-- : \ tf!\lrt : '°h ln•1t : q.,l,. : "*ft.t•~ : "'1~Dt : ',~ 

···········l·······:····1····:···· ···i······· .. ··J ... , .. , .... 4 ........... ~ ........... + ........ '.~ ~·· · · ·· · ·····~······· ···· 
... ~-i ~--1 ~~i.....: ~'. ~·.'::t.ai 1tll>i ~":~ .. ~ ....... : ...... ~".\\1- l .... ~-- = -··'-
1·....ii-: l!lfflri- : ....... - : .... - - r 111..W, ·o~ ... : .... ~. : •• ,11111:... : ... ,1111' .... : ·· ·~· 

~· 9~1 ... ·~ : • Clo••t• : c!t1~ : ~•...t• : ,,_ ... > C'tt , . : ~.,.. : '<ti!,. oet, .. ,,.. • '"__,,.. 

Fig. 1 The complete se tting of the forged overprint !Sanabria 65a) superimposed upon the 
genuine se tting. 

•The complete decree can be found in "La G1ceta de Honduras" ( the official government newapaper) 
iuuc of February 25, 1931, on page 374. 
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H OND URAS 

: i . . ._...,. • • ,,. : ._,.,._-.1..,. .. ~""'"- · ._.,.,... ......,. : ,..,.. ....,. ,,.,. : h olitfe ..,..,.: ~~.1 .... : h rTot,.t.f,.. 

lhW~ • 11• 1 .. ~ : ll1W~~ : II~ : 11 •1"~~ : llnt_\~ : H1l4.i~ ... ! lld~!,l~ 
}.."9tu ~ )I • : }...p;s,. : }...()>.. : .... ~..,. i ).,Q;.. : ~... : ~ : 

: : : : : : : i 
~······· · ·· ? ······· · ·· ·!· ··········t··· ···· ···· :··· ··· ······~· ··········:· · ········ ··?············! : : : : : : : : : 

., Jiw..-1dil-''": ,__k,...,,.. : ..,.. tc.. .. n•: ....... -'.,..! ..,..ld• .'"9! .,,,.,.. . ......... : w"6r• '4- : t-ff•iff9 Utw ! ,_,, _..,"- : ~..,. ..,_ 
lhNt~ • ll1t.u..,..- • fl& .... ~.. • l hl•l:il°.. • ll •l.t.t'r'- : ll1-"'l:f149 ! 11~1..- • lh\dl~ ' lhWl~ • H 1•di~• 

..... ~ : ..... ~ ... : ',.~· : '.F" l ),.~·· : ~· : . -..~'· : ',.l(O- i -...~"" : ·~ : : : : : : : : : 
........... i .......... ··i···· ........ ; ............ i ............ ! ........ ····•··· ........ i~ .......... .i ••••••••••• .:. ••••••••••• 
' : : : . : : : : : 
~ ... .Jft'9 ! krntte ...... : ...,....,. ....... : ..., ...... _..... : ~ ....... : ..... "< .. .,,.. : .._. ... . ,,.. : .., .... . ..... : *rin_. ... . . ,.. : ttr- lde ....... 

· "T : " .. T. : "·~e : .,.~~ : , ...... ~ : 11"~.r : ...... ~ : "·~.-• : .... "'!~ : "·.C._!lt-" 
: ~ : ~ • : ~~ : ~Jp- l ~~""' : ~... : ~ .,. : ~~'\. : ~ : ')r 

! ! ! : j 1 l 1 l ............ , ..................................... ~···········-···········- ·····································t············ . : : : : : : : : : 
• ,._..titt .. 1-: .....,.......,,_: F.nwte .,,..•: ,.,,..,..a..1- : ............ ~: ....-nww.;,.... . ,..,.-w. J,... : l'ft"l'atMd,.. • ~u,... ; .......... ~ 
~ fht..UtM9 : -.l •t•li Mii ! ll•t l.aM : -;, ., I· .- : llu.J~ : lh~•I : lie~~ : lltW;;rl : ll•;;tlU ! th?I ' 
·~ : \l...S. : \~ : \j_.A • \"IQ'llio ! \I . • \ "I : VI • V : VI 

.. ,..._..,,. : ".p· : ,..,...,..,. : ,..,F·- : ,..,~ : " ! " : "\'. : " : 

11 

21 

31 

: : ! ! • .. • .. • 

2. ) 

3.) 

Fig. 2 The forged setting of Scott 47b, Sanabria 55a. 

All the errors with the exception of C+7a ( an. '"a ), C+7h (San. ·5b ), C5oa 
( an. · 3a), and C5ob (San. 53b) are forgeries; the 1?:enuine errors are also 
found counterfeited. 

All the forgeries examined by me were made from the same overprint setting 
of ·o subjecL a rranged 10 x . cleve r!~ devi ed to imulate the original one 
even to many of its constant va rieties. 

+. ) The sole forgery of C ·o ( an. 53) which I have encountered seem to be 
from a single stamp overprint e rring. 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 

Plating of overpri nt setting 
Fig. 3 The pla ting of the overprint by Its setting. 
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i : : : 6 ~ ~ '.: :· 
• • • • • ,. • ft~· • ,. • .. ~ • ~ • ll~rvl~'i,l'f'o ~ ~T• l'.t:" .?reo : ~r,·l~Al"f'O : ~'"':V' -~l"P'> • !lf'l 't:,.-J : 

J~llll a<lo ; l~llltallo : l~llltacln : ~llh a•lo : I a<ll' : 
,., -iv:•• : '1 - 1to1 : n ... 1ieo : ,.1 -•1t• · ; ,.,_,w.o : 

' . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • & • • 

f•rvfC~NO 

·~n11 ac111 
n .. 1!(!0 

•••••••••••••••••••••,•• .. ••••--••••~1• .. •••••••••••••"••~•••••'"•••••••••c•• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
!'I'• • l~""'"roio ! ~Po "".:l\1-'llisre<i : l:nvlt~~~Tl"O : ~r"l~~'-'"reo : I •rvl~~~o : 

•o•~ll1 afl" ~ 10~~11111dc. ! 1~'h1 1 1urlc. : f >o'))111tado : ~'rt11 ado : 

\"l · 1'130 ! \' I t".;.' : \'I - 111 ~ I : \'I - l!lilJ • • \ ' 1'-1\1.~ : 

' . . . 
I • t ' • 

: • J : : 
••••••••••••••••••••• I •) ••••••••••• ~. ) ••••• ' ) • " ~ "t ........ 1 • , I• • ' ••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • : : : . : 
!<n¥ 1r~ ... t,1·1·oi !-for• tc~~.;reo : !Eervlc{~'a~....o : F6rv1~~--'"'° ! i:..rv1~~oe(,reo : 

1~'1 11 .. Ct•• • l~litadn • l~lltado : ~\Cii 111ado : ll~lt aoo • 
q., - l~to ! ~I - l'~lll • ~-1 .-9:111 • \ ' J -11()11 ~T-m10 : . .... . . : . 

• • • • • t • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
···········~············l············~··~········.,···········4t············ • • • • • 

t • I a • .. . . . . 
'!le t • ICl~·~rec>: i:er•lcl~l"4IO: iierY IC•!l,.•~reo : llerYlc~6reo: i:r r.lcl~-6rN> : 

11'-l))fh adu • 11 '-t))f l~adu • ~~t1odo : l~hado : 11~,tado • 
0.'(l-1\oOO ~ & 1- 111.JO ! <VI - IPlO • 0 : "l-l'J.10 : 

1 • e Vl - IV:IO 1 e 
• • • • • • • • • ' . . . . , . . . . 

S..r • ICJ~~rtlO 
B~ld\ltac!o 

rll -1\0I 

.........•. ; ...•........ :. ....... _ ... :, ......•.... ,,.~~····~-·~············ • • • • • t • • • • • • • • • . . -· . . . . 
!tr .. ~c:~~ Ser•ICJ~6reu • St-nlc.o" ... r-.: ~r~~~~~"'fl! 11-0r".':~.J"rN>! 

ll~Qlflt.do • 11 ~"!&.940 : fl~tadu • ll'-C1f' lado , . l l ~ .. 1adu • 
&1- 1ao ~ &1 .. 1• ! ~l-1930 : &r-1\(jl) : cf1 -·~ : . 

' • . 
• • • • • • • ' ~ . 
• • • • • • 

Fig. 4 The forged overprint of Sanabria 65. 

Confuciu~ say, "One picture worth thousand word " so please refer to Figure 1 

which shows the complete forged overpr int setting ( 10 x 5) in black: ink: superimposed 
upon the genuine overprint setting in red ink, which made this sheet, by forged standards, 
a double overprinted maste rpiece (sic) listed by Sanabria as 65a at $15.00 per copy, 
unused. This illustration provides, to some degree, an opportunicy• to compare the charac­
teristics of the genuine with the forged overpr int setting. 

Figure 2 gives the forged green ink scttinj:? placed inverted on the basic 2 0 centavos 
stamp thereby creating a suppo ed Scott C.nb, San. 55a variety. This illustration pro­
vides a clear picture of thirry-eight out of a total of fifty of the forged overprint positions. 
Figure 3, diag ram b, fixes the location of these thirty-eight overprint setting positions. 
Figure ~ pictures the forged overprint in black ink: on the basic 10 centavos stamp, 
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2 3 4 5 6 7 

12 13 14 15 16 17 

22 23 24 25 26 27 

32 33 34 35 36 37 

42 43 44 45 46 47 

Fig. 5 The overprin t and its basic plating posi t ions as they appear upon a block of 25. 

an. 6-, and Figure 5 lorn re~ the pu,1tton oi thi ... block of 30 overprints in the complete 
forged overprint -;cuing of fifty subject .. 

The original o\'erprint ~t:tt ing ( 10 ' - ) contain• manr con.., tan t \"arieties, the mo t 
prominent of \\ hich are:-

Posi tion : 1. lm•crte<l ' in , ervicio 
:::r. Accent o\'er c of ' • nicio 
: 36. mall \ in ·err icio 
:-1-7. Broken cl in H ahilindu 

D roppecl I in \ "/ 
: ·o. " 'rnnj! font in , en icio 

The forged overprint •etting al ... o 10 ' - , duplicates the error> of the genuine oetting 
in po itions 2", 36, {7 and · o an<l a<l<l~ the follcm ing for goud mea~urc :-

Position : 16. pace hetwccn and e ol , l'f\'icio and no :>pace between the 
\\ orJ, crvicio and aerco, rcsultinj! in ert•iciont'reo. 

: 32 & : 3~. P rinter's spacinl! line> under e of " < rvicio (not constant) 
: 37. Broken upright ind of H ahilitado 
=~o. Dot in h of H abilitado 
: ~- H bilitado in tead of H abilitado 

The genuine cott C{6/C~9 ( an. •q/ ·7) O\ e rprint presents a clean clear appear­
ance with ink of a brilliant color ( the black is jet hlack ) wi th a fine impression s uggesting 
professional workmanship, whereas the forged overprint lacks the clarity of the origin al 
being done \\·ith smudgy ink impre sed so heavily tha t it hows through on the back of the 
stamp. 

The genuine C50 (San. 53) overprint setting ( 10 x · ) has the following constant 
varieties:-

Position : 1. Inverted S in Servicio 
7. Dropped I in \1 I 

11. l\o dash after \ "J 
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c:o~ e r.e?Gl de ;orreos , 

l ' deenerocle 1926 :-.:..~ I:'r;;:. : oue los s:e:los onc1:il<?:- :..: r .:os :-.Jhcr.:.!os a 

&I 3 l de dicicm br~ ~ l 9 31 '°"' l a pr i?sente,son l e.;;it .:.::ios, je l ..ie;i6slto .!.: los a l s::ios, 
. \ 

NL' 035609 recl'bl dos le l a .:onto.dur!a Je ..;5pe;:1cs ,y ~on l os .:u 

~~' .:;~ 

' , . actu:..l::iente se us . .n pun: fr-c>llquear la correspondencl~ 

onc1a1 Mrea. 

£xt1endo la pr esente,a sol1c1tud de parte l nteresada ,pa-

RA LOS usos OUE ~LA T.c:J\GA A BIE:l~ ;en 'l'ee;uc1sa1pa, a los velnte y ocho 

dfas de .-'ebr ero de mil noveclentos t~lntaA ~A 

(F) / ~ r 

-·-~ "'.._ ,~ .. 

Im 

. -. -
~ · do • 

< ... 
I·" 

- r. •• 

.. 

Fig. 6 An Impressive looking document relating to the 1931 Official Issue. (Courtesy of 
S. Serebrakian l 
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16. Accent over S of en •1c10 
25. Small dropped e in 'cn·icio tn different fon t 
29. 1910 instead of 1930 
32. Broken bottom of in en ·icio 
36. mall v in ervicio 

Broken o in 1930 
38. Broken bottom tail of tn en•iciu 
39. 1920 ins tead of 1930 

horr dash afrer \ "I 
+-. Broken a in aero 
+8. Divided clash a fter \ ' f 

The rn rrect C o ( an. -3) overprint pos~e~ses the same printing characteri tics a 
the genuine C+6/ C+9 ( an. -+/ -7) tamps. On the ,ingle forger} of C -o in mr collection, 
the (l\'erprinr under magnification appears almost to he painted on howing no skin around 
the edee of the letter . l al,,o ha\ e a !!enuine copy of C-o upon which an "alterer" 
.cratchecl ofi the rottom portion of the "3" in 1930. and converted it hr pen to a "2" to 
liken it to the " 1920" e r ror, corr C~ob ( an ~Jh). A, chi,, genuine variety i,, found 
onl) on po~ition = 39. it must al o show the short <lash after " \ "l ". ~ly copy did not, 
thus arou,ing .. uspicion so that this fakt' \\ as cnn,cquentl) discovered. 

That the counterieiters of H onclura airmail issue of the ea rlr 1930' were clo e to 
those in high gove rnment positions is borne out b} the fact that they were able to secu re 
the identical rype used at the j?overnment prin tinJ? office. Also they arranj?ed to garn ish 
their productions with a quasi-legi timate aura as <lone in thi. instance by the letter ( Fig­
ure 6) :tnd its blown-up spe::imen shown by Fij?u re 7. Thi> pu rportecl official document, 

Fig. 7 An enlargement of part of the document shown 111 Fig. 6 showing some of the stamps 
and the type of cancellations applied at the time that this document concocted. 
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HOND URAS 

written on revenue paper and copiously impressed with the seal of the Secretar}' to the 
P ostmaster General , and 1:ven postmarked, shows appended samples of six teen stamps 
which the writer of the lette r, whoever he wa , as the signature is illegible, attests are 
genuine whereas actu a l!~· every one is a fake. The letter, transl ;1ted, declares that the 
undersigned, the Secretary to the Postma ter General certifies that the a ttached stamps 

TARJETA POSTAL 

I• " .. 1011 •lll•l•l• ... ,,,., , .. 1, 111 ... ,..1111l1nJa.,l1·••h 1a ... 11 •1•li·n~ .. 1,,,._..,r .. 1 , .. ,, • .,.... ... '"'" 1 ... 11..:1 •l•·l•t-c. 
!'"-'11•·11• ... > 1J• I •J!JI .. 1 ... • lll!itit t.... .. ... ,, l~rJ1 I.a l•,.,1:t.I m .... tn ttl ;1n >~l••tJ • ... \ •u u 1(4 1u .. "'' I ... U•lt •11.,, "~ ' • 
''"'''"'''I h J8•t, .. l .. •I ~ 1111••l1J1 , 1 •1u1 ""11dr~ 1 • ,r,....., 

Fig. 8 A post card franked wi th both genuine stamps and the forgeries purporting to show 
postal use of the stamps. 

NG 

TARJETA POSTAL~ 

c(;:I · 
I• 

I I 

- ........ , 
1.• n .. tu h' '•'" lt"l •'•irr"'• ' " v•h•~Jrtll" I "" l• "'•'• ,,, . l• .. nal'lvn" lJt•...rar ~11 ~,,, ..... 1unaml~· rH1j . .... d11t"ll·• 11-.· t t .1.11'1 

I ~ _, ,,,.,.,, .... Ji tlr h•la· I•, \ttl111>r , ,9p... t: ... ta l'\rit•l& 1•~t•I n1111•._t,... Pl UN)4 .. ~lo &1AJ '"l• wlilll l •J U .. ..,.. It• 1<.1~!~l•J,. 1 .. n 
l•• • uHr fuu·~~~ i are nt ftofh ,.rlr> 01 \lo • I ~UP ... r \·ln. a l C4!rr.o 

Fig. 9 The front of another post card with genuine and forgeries, as marked. 
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HO TDURAS 

CORRESPOND'ENCIA 

Mr. Jorg~ 7 J. • Dur6n 

1410 - 16th St. 

i'/a sn l ng tr>n, D.C. 

u.s.A 

Fig. I 0 The reverse side of the post cards shown in Figs. 8 and 9. 

( Pltotos for Figs. 6 lo 10 by Boulrell•) 

are genuine and were secured from the Auditor's Office of Specimens, that these stamps 
and their counterparts are actually for use in franking official airmail correspondence, and 
that their use for this service was authorized in Tegucigalpa to F ebruary 28, 1931. 

To secure a ready market for their fakes, the counterfeiters must of neces ity sur­
round their wares with an air of authenticity and thus hope to establish a listing in ome 
reputable catalogue. So the "official-looking document" scheme was one method used to 
impress dealers. collectors and cataloguers. Equally effective was the "poscally-used 
cover" ruse also emplo}1ed in chis instance. Such "covers," illustrated by Figure 8, 9 
and 10. show the use of fake stamps alongside genuine ones. All these "covers" a rc 
post ca rds similarly backstamped and are addressed to the same person in the nited 

tares. But since they show no United States receiving postmark, there exists the possi­
bility that they were cancelled by connivance in Honduras and then sent under separate 
cover to some confidant in N cw York who saw to it that they went to the right places. 
However as mail iranked with forged s tamps frequently pas ed through the Honduran 
post-offices during this period, and the fact that receiving cancels in the nited State 
were generally applied only to registered mail. there is a pos ibility chat these post cards 
saw actual postal duty. 

It has lonJ? been the custom of many collectors to accept questionable items. especially 
from Latin America , in the belief tha t they are probably genuine since they a rgue, anything 
can happen down there in the printing and particularly in the overprinting of an issue 
(and it usually does). ::\ly advice is to look for some definite authentication before buying 
a so-called rarity and if it involves "big" money consult some reputable se rvice, as that 
of the Expert Committee of the Philatelic Foundation. :\ ew York. 
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E ditorial 

T HIS NEW PUBLICATIO 

At the rime of the formation of AE RO P HILAT E L I TS in 19+6, a prospectus "as 
issued promi. ing a great number of thin!! that chis new philatelic pecialt} group hoped 
to accomplish. If } ou care to consult this first prospectus, you ''ill find that everything 
outlined therein had been executed within t ime '' irh one exception. This was the publi­
cation of a magazine called " THE AERO Pllll.ATEl.IST AXXALS". 

~ ow havinj! received \ 'ol. I of "THE AERO P HI LATELIST Al\l\Al.s.'' our organi­
zation has kept faith '' irh eve rything promised in nur original prospectus. 

T his magazine was a lonj! time being born. You slrnll not be bored with a recital 
of all the handicaps th::it had to be overcome co srarr uch a journal. There is on ly one 
of these problems '' hich should be dbcu<scd at thi rime. 

Back in 19+6. very little wa being\\ rirten about air mail ramp de pice of their popu­
lar !?rim ch '' hich really commenced -no" ballinj! in the late 1930·~ . The attitude of the 
found in!? fathers towards a publica t ion e:1.clu.i ' el} cm air mail stamps had to be a nel!a­
tive cne. It ''a;. not known if there ''ere :1 •ulfo:ient number of industrious phil:nelist 
who were capable and "illing to write about air 'camps. Obviously, a cautious start 
was the neces,arr first move. As the 1 ear'> rolled on, manu.cripcs of sound philatelic 
'' orrh came in \~ hich had to be handled '' ithin the two in.,ide pages of the bi-weekly 
"Aero Philatelist 's ' ews''. Finall}, rime had ar ri,·eJ ior a ma1rnzine like this to O\•er­
come some of the ne\\ er problem-. 

Fir,c ot all. our be-t article- had tu ht' run -;erially due ro their length. This wa 
unfortunate becau'e '' ith the l::ip'e bern t't'n the ti\ enty-c11 o annual issues of "The Aero 
Philaceli'>t 's 'cw-", rht> reader ''a-. plan·d a t rhe wor-;c pos>ihle di advantage '' irh thee 
inten·ak 

The ;.ccond factor \I a' the limitation-. uur original publication placed upon our 
contents ::ind flt'Xibilit1. This ne\1 c1uarterly definitely removes chose two di advantaj?e~. 

And finall} . illu,tracions had to be minimized in "The Aero Philateli t's :\ e'' s". This 
i' .;eriou• becau'e ... ramp collecting i-; ~ome\\ hat akin ro picture collecting. ramp. have 
::in C} e appeal. Collector.., al wan 'toP to look at -.ramp,. An} philatelic paper \\ ith all 
text and no picture' of -;camps ''ill ne\•Cr be essentially satistacrory. 

:'\0\1 fur 'ome \\ur<J, about chi~ ne1\ mal?azine. It is 11ell to remember that it will 
be mostly of a mt1QllZllll' of rrr ord ahout air mails. Its primary purpose is to record perma­
nently the kmm lcdJ.!C ol those ''ho are familiar with our specialty. O ne very well versed 
in the field of air mail stamps 11as the late :\I r. :\icolas anabria. l.,;pon his death some 
years aJ.!O. his J?reat fund of knowledJ?e literally vanished \\ ith his demise. Only a small 
part of :\ I r. anabria\ kno\\ ledge i' pre ... enrly known. I t i our desire co avoid a repe­
tition. I f those '' id1 the kno\\ ledJ?e have nei ther the time nor inclinat ion to write, 
others ''ill do it for chem in thi maJ?azinc. 

Ou r content ''ill be varied. Of course, there will be several feature article upon 
different pha~e~ of air stamps. Bue innovations a re co be een. A section will be called 
"The Aero Philatelic ho11 ca e". The idea to chis is the showing of ome exceptional 
item, no t ncces ari ly the ra re and ver)' expensive. I t can be a common stamp seldom 
fou nd used on ::i cover. I t can be nn unknown variety, a large multiple piece or perhap 
a new discovery. The picture will tell the s to ry while the de cript ive text ' ' ill be a 
terse as po sible. :\J any members have ewressed a hope fo r j ust such a featu re. 

Al o English translations of J.!OUd a rticles on air mails in fo reign languages will be run. 
ThL is hi1?hly impor tant. l n the pa t , ther e ha\•e been some ve ry worthy articles pub­
lished in F rench, German, I talian o r Spanish. It is our plan to ccure the E nglish t rans­
lation righ ts and publish them here. 

July, 1953 21 



EDITORIAL 

Furthermore, the entire world-wide philatelic press will be watched and worthwhile 
items about air mail stamps will be reprinted in this magazine with full credit. This will 
serve a dual capacity. Tt will allow writings of air mails that might become forgotten to 
become part of the record. And those aero-philatelists, who might have missed the infor­
mation, will know of it. 

This magazine will be devoted exclusifle/y to air mail stamps. AERO PHILAT­
ELISTS has other media for personalities and philatelic activities. The only exception 
will be to discuss persons intimately connected with air mail stamps. 

There arc certain definite editorial policies established with " THE ANNALS". Care 
will be taken to publ ish only articles based upon adequate research and accurate study. 
All artirln, howeva, arr the opillio11 of tht' author, not of the editor, the editorial staff 
nor AERO PHILATELISTS. Thi. is veq• important to understand. ~o one can 
possihlr agree with every point made in an article. Y ct if the author has made a serious 
study and in good conscience draws a conclusion, even though we might disagree with it, 
it shall be published. 

In addition, mistakes will be made. \Ve shall not ignore them nor tend to sluff over 
them. A mistake must be co rrected in a magazine of record, and the rectification must 
be published just a prominently and with almost equal length as the writings at er ror. 

The editor and his taff will ~trive to produce one of the finest philatelic mal!azincs. 
" 'e shall not heap self praise upon ou rselves. Ou r reputation and stand ing will be estab­
lished by the con ensus of all opin ion~. not our own or those of a few loyal members. 
The AERO Pl!ll.ATEt.IST ANX1\1.s hopes to become th r authoritatitte source far inform atio11 
011 air mail s tam ps. Our l!reatcst measure of success will be when people all over say: 
"About that air mai l stamp. let us consu lt what 'Aero Phil atelist's' wrote about it." Th at 
is all sought. Our expectations a rc J!reat. " 'e anticipate a long and uccc sful future for 
this maJ!azine if the policies and idea;, expressed in thi editorial arc crupulously carried 
out. (II. M. G.) 

OFFICERS 
Presidr11t ___ _ 

Exnutit•t /'ice Presidn1t 
First f'1u Presidr11 / 

--- _ J ULE L. WAC HT 
A~ I ROD\. IE. 

JOH~ R. DIL\\' ORTH 
LEO:'\ARD E. LIVTNGSTO~E Trl'asurrr -··· - ---····---·--··--·---

A ssista11t T rrarnrrr ·------ BER~ARD FI~K 
.. A~THONY SCALA 

_ FRA~K GLA~Z 
Srcretari ----------·-------·----
11 ssista11t SuretarJ' ·-··---------
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DIRECTORS 

Class of 1953 

JOH~ ]. BRITT 
FRA~K GLA~Z 
TANLEY R. RTCE 
A~THO:-\Y CALA 
LOUIS :\. ST A UB 

Class of 195-1-
BER~ ARD Fl~K 
H E~RY ~1. GOODKI~D 
LEO:"\ARD E. LJ\' I~GSTO:'.'IE 
SA~I RODVTEN 
JULES L. WACHT 

Class of 1955 
RICHARD S. BOH~ 
RICHARD W. CAN~IA1 
JOHN R. DILWORTH 
JACOB S. GLASER 
OSCAR R . LICHTE:'.'ISTET1 
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THE AIRMAIL BAG 
( U ndl'r this Ii ending w ill bl' run a r egular fea ture w it It corru po11d1'T1ce from Jl1 t mbt rs. 
N nmu i11 /111/ w ill be 11u d 1111/ess a contrnrr rrq11est is speci/ird w ltw a corrupo11dt 11I 
w ill be ideutified bj' initials 011/J' . ' otliing 11nsig 11rd w ill be used.) 

I would like to see more articles publ ished on Semi-OHicial and private air mail issues. 

Edward Paul Bender No. 750 
A similar request from 

Armand E. Carroll No. 752 

The Semi-Officials and Priva te issues, many listed and priced in the Sanabria Cata­
logue, a re often hrouded in myste ry. O utside of the few ca talog notes, very little seems 
to have been recorded about them. 

But Aero Phila telist's th rough its publicat ion, "The Aero Philatel ist's l\ews" in its 
volumes 1 th rouf?h 8, probably published more on such type of issues th an any ocher pub­
lica t ion. T o substant iate this claim, he re is a pa rt ial alphabet ical list. 

Azerbaijan 19-1-6-7 issues 
Belgium 19· 1 Aero C lub emi-Officials 
Canada cmi-Officials 
Chili, 1919 Figue roa ramp 
Colombia French Co. and cadt a h sue 
Ecuador, P ro P atria 
Ecuador, Roosevelt O fficial Sheets 
Fa r Eastern Republic 
France, 19-1-2-3 \ ' ichy Issues 

French India, the 3rd R p. of 19-1-8 
Germany, 1910 Bork-Bruck (San. 0 1 ). 
Germ:my. 19-1-8 F ranchise Stamp 
Indonesia. 19-1-9-·o :.\ ly te ries 
I rnly. Polish Occur :n ion ramps 
ltaly, Consul of T rent Issue 
Pakistan. H andstamp, Overprints 
Poland emi-Officials 
Russia 1922 A ir :.\Jails 

A Tremendous Stock on Hand For All . . . Beginners 

or Advanced Collectors 

REGULAR PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
NEXT SALE SEPTEMBER 

Write me now to be on our mai l ing list for these sales. 

JIAX BLOCH 
505 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

COLLECTORS CLUB, A. P. S. , S. P. A., AERO PHILATELISTS 
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THE d/R.MlllL BllG 

emi-Officials (A General Article) 
pain 194 -48 Bogus tamps 

Switzerland 1913 Pioneer Stamps 

"nited States, RF O\terprints 
Uruguay, 1932 Bol?US I sue 
Yemen 1947-49 emis ion 

ince the "Aero Philatelist' :"\cw , \'ol. 1--" have been bound into one volume and 
a few copies still are available, one interested in Semi-Official and private airm:iils would 
be well advi ed to purch:t e one. Also ingle back copies of "The Aero Philateli t ' :\cw " 
are on ale :it 25c each. 

• 
In the New Issue section, it would be helpful, where possible, to give both the Sanabria 

and Scott catalog numbers. 

Dr . R. H. Shrady 

Ever ince our incepcion in 1946, Aero Phil atelist's, throu1?h it public:ttion realized 
tha t some collect air stamps br anabria, other, by cott. Therefore, we ha\'C diligently 
supplied both catalol? numbers. 

H o" e\'er. '' ith .\cw hsues, this c:innot be done becau<e the catalog number• arc 
:issiened lonj! after "Aero Philateli,t's :\ C\\ ~" has reported them. 

A, .oon a" catalof!: numbers nre available, they have been or will continue to be used 
as in the past. mentioninf!: both catalog numbers . 

• 
I would like to see Aero Philatelist's star t a sales circuit. Did you ever consider one? 

Wm. A. Rodriguez 
Barcelona, Venezuela 

Thi. i~ neither an e1lirnrial nor a puhlication matter. Thi, sugf!:e•tion •hould be 
addressed to Aero Phil atelists Inc .. 186o Broadway. '\rn York 23. :"\'. Y .. ~o that the 
m:mer c:in he broui:ht to the au encion of the Officer• and Directors . 

• 
I trust there will be an Exchange Section in this new publication. As an isolated mem­

ber, I have no way of knowing with whom I may exchange. 

J. Elson No. 788 

Your edi tor :tJ!rees that an Exch:tnl!:e ection would he an excellent feature in thi 
m:tj?azine. He wa' di•appointed that enough prof!:ress had not been made to inauJ!urate it 
in this first numher. But an Exchange ecrion i~ definitely in the worb and it is hoped 
that it can be tarted in the coming number . 

• 
In the fine article "Iceland's Air Stamps" (Aero Philatelist's News, Vol. 8, Nos. 3-4) 

no information was given about the number of flights made in 1928 and 1929. This infor­
mation about pioneer and trial flights can be found in the French catalog "Frank Muller­
Catalogue des Aerogrammes du Monde Ent1er." 

Eugene M. Arkhanguelsky 
Jugoslav1a 

Our o rganization, Aero Philateli t' , and therefore its publications, are interested 
lir. t and foremost in tl1r pltilotrlJ of aero-philately. That means tltr stomps rather than 
postal hi wry or other related topics. Between the air mail stamp and Semi-Officials, 
there are thousands of stamps to be studied and described. Reference to the aviation or 
flight angle is only given when it relates clo ely to a stamp such as Newfoundland Hawker 
or DePinedo. the Zeppelin i sues, or when it is an integral part of the circumstances of 
the issuance or the stamps. 

It should be under tood that \\' C do not frown upon aero-postal history. Our main 
interest is stamps. ince this is our lield, it is a matter of a "shoemaker sticking to his 
last." 

(Continued on Page 26) 
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THE PRESIDE T'S LETTER 
Thi first issue of THE AERO PHH.ATEl. ISTS AXXALS is a new experiment. It has been 

undertaken with an almost unanimous approval of the members, and after a very thor­
OUJ!h urver by the Publication ommittee. 

1t is my belief that THE AERO l'llll.1\TEl!.ISTS AXXAl. S published quarterly, together 
with 22 issue of the semi-monthly "Aero Philatelist's :-. ews" and an occa ional "Bulletin", 
represent the most complete publication program of any philatelic or)?anization in the 
world. A long time has passed between the birth of the idea and its materialization. 
~ow that THE AERO PH ILATEl. ISTS AXl'ALS has arrived, 1 know that it will be enthusi­
astically received. 

All of us have a pride of authorsh ip, but we do not consider that Tll E AERO PH ILAT­

Et. rsT ANXALS represents the ultimate to he desired. lt offers a more Aexible manner in 
presenting information to the aero-philatelist. If it can be improved upon, we will not 
hesitate to eriously consider uch const ructive suggestions as may be offe red. 

O ur editor, H enry :\I. Goodkind, i" internationall)• considered as one of the fore­
most editors and writer in philately. His ignal success in editing " the Collectors C lub 
Philatelist" only heralds our own good fortu ne in fir t recognizing his ability. H e now 
feels that with the la t itude of greater space and the three months time in planning each 
quarterly. he is able to obtain a far superior presentation and relationship with all the 
aero philatelists who will read this magazine. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

The NORMANDY STAMP STUDIO, Inc. 

THE HOUSE OF AIR MAILS EXCLUSIVELY. 

MINT. USED. SINGLES, SETS and PACKETS 

is now located in modern, larger quarters at 

Suite 800 - Continental Bldg. - 408 So. Spring Street. 

Los Angeles 13 , California 

MAdison 6-2277 Cable Address : NORSTAMPS 

"SERVICE TO THE COLLECTOR" 

1953 Price - Clll'cl: List 5oc - D l'ductib/e. 

A.A.M.S. - A.P. - A.P.S. - A.S.D.A. - N.P.S. S.P.A. P.T.S. Ltd. 

July, 1953 2S 



PRESIDENT' LETTER - ll/RJl111/L BllG 

THE AERO l'H ILATEl.ISTS AN:-IAl.S is not to be considered the work of any one man or 
group. In many respects. it is a collective enterprise, and it is only through the di semi­
nation of the knowledge of each of us in the mixing pot of TllE AERO PHl!.ATEl.ISTS ANNALS, 

that each aero-philateli3t can derive the mos t satisfaction from his hobby. The hoarding 
of aero-philatelic knowledf!e is not only self-detrimental, but self-destructive. It is the 
duty of each one of u~ to contribute to THE AERO PH 11. ATELISTS ANNALS that information 
which has been derived from indi\•idual research. Do not be deterred by a lack of literary 
abilicy. If you have the knowledge, ample assistance will be afforded hr our Editorial 
Staff to put it in proper shape for publication. 

Conversely, if you arc vocal in asking for the type of info rmation which you would 
like to see in print. our task of supplying you with the finest possible aero-philatelic pub­
lication will be eased. 

This first issue is another milestone in the proj?res of Aero Philatel ists. Inc. A com­
prehensive perusal of its contents <hows 10 article illustrated with more than 2 photo , 
covering 36 page>. \\'e are very prnud of it and are anxiou to hear from you-the aero­
philatelist. 

incerely you r3, 
lulu l. lf' 1uht, President 

AIRMAIL BAC (Continued from Page 24 > 

I would like to see Aero Phila telists publish a Directory of Members annually. 

M. P. Frank No. 82 

Our membership eems to be equallr divided on this. A previou ly rated , this 
matter is not an editorial policy. But we shall expres our own views which a re not 
official. :\! any are opposed to havinl? their name and addres es circulated so that they 
a re liable to receive un olicited adverti~ements. catalogs and other offer . Other believe 
that a Director~ of :\ I embers is an important function of a philatelic socie ty. 

Facinj? chi dilemma. Aero Philatel i~t' tried to olve it by publishing a Ii ting of it 
members in Bulletin• :Sos. 7 to 10. Each name was listed j?eOj!raphically with no address. 
This compromise. it must be admitted, was not successful, sarisfyinl? neither the pros or 
cons of a :\ I emher hip Directory. 

The solution to this problem might he to publish a limited Directory of :\I embers 
only with names. add re >cs and specialtic. of tho.e member~ "ho signify cheir willinl!nes 
to ha\'e this information circulari1.ed. A poll of the membership on thi~ matter is under 
consideration from what we under rand. 
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DON'T FOR GET 

THE MEMBERSHIP CONTEST 
Many valuable prizes - First Prize a complete set of the Un ited States 

Graf Ze ppelin Issue will be awarded. 

Cet New Members 
and w in some desi rable a ir ma il stamps. 
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SPAI 'S 1926-36 COMMEMORATIVE ISSUES 

Acknowledgment 

~lo t of the in fo rmat ion about the individ ual issues described in this a rticle w as 
supplied by ~IR. :.\1. GAL\'EZ of :.\l ad ricl, Spain. 

Introduction 

All too o ften collectors in the nited ra tes mist akenly assume that new s tamps from 
foreign countries are issued in a manner similar to that in our own country. Actually 
almo t eve ry stamp-issuing na tion introduces a new issue differently. 

F urthermore, a new governmental adminis tration m ay institute a change in the policy 
of placing new stamps on sale. Thus the philatelic program of Franco Spain is quite 
dissimil a r from tlH.t of the 1926-31 pe riod w hen a ~Ion a rchy ruled. In 1931, the King 
was overthrown and replaced by a :.\lilitary Government whose rule w as dis rupted by 
the Civil W ar, which commenced in 1936. 

The pe riod of phil atelic act ivity unde r review in th is a rticle is 1926-36 when 13 long 
commemorative se ries we re issued, all having air mail s tamps. These issues present 
some myste ries. The cur rent value of most of these sets 111111utl is very low, in fac t many 
stamps from this period a re "packet mate rial ". H owever , p&stnlly 11setl copies a re very 
elusive. wh ile covers a re exceedingly carce. In fac t, the very few exist ing cove rs are 
almo t a ll of the philat elic va riety, practica lly TIO commercial covers being known with 
these 'panish commemora tives. The reason fo r th is paradoxical situation of plenty of 
unused but a sca rcity of used copies has never heen explained satisfacto ril}' to the Ameri­
can collectors. 

It w ill be seen as the sa le of each se ries is de cribed that the stamp were on ale 
at onl)• a few selected special post offices, mostly located in the larger cities. But, most 
important, the sale was confined to a ft·w days d 11ri11g u •h irh ther were t•nlitl {or post age. 
After th is, the unsold stock ( always mint re mainders) was turned over to a private 
organizat ion fo r fund ra ising purpose>, when they re mained on sale until sold out. T his 
sale often la ted for many years, al though tine stamp had been demonetized, having no 
longer postal validity. 

T he individ ual issues wi ll now be studied in chronological o rde r. 

1926 Spanish Red Cross (Scott CBl-5, BH-18; Sanabria Nos. 7-16) 

T his issue was created at the request of the panish R ed C ross on the fo llowing 
te rms : 

The set wa on sa le th roughout pain from eptember 1 • through 17 at {net tJnlue 
u ·i th 110 rnrtn:r. T herefore. co tt is w rong in listing these stamps as emi-P ost als. L a rge 
quantities were dist ributed by the ~I inist ry of Posts fo r sale d uring the three <lays. T he 
' tamps w ere valid fo r postage 0 11/r 1.J11 tltne tltree dnys . And all mail w a cancelled 
,,-ich a specia l hexagon postmark ( F ig. 1). Consequently. th is is tlt e 011/y ca11ullat io11 
11.fetl. Any copy w ith a cancel o ther th an the one show n is an "album weed" because it 
bear a fake cancellation. 

After ep tember 17, 1926. the unsold remainders were tu rned over to the panish 
Red C ross, w ho continued to sell them a t face value until the stock was exhausted. The 
proceeds f rom this sale went co the Reel C ross. Accord ing to ~1 r. G alvez. the remainder 
Stock w as so large th at the Red C ross sa le continued fo r many yea rs. rn fac t, a few 
denomina tion . the higher ones, nre still nunilnble . 
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SPA IN 

Fig. l Genuine cancel 

l ncidentnlly. one or the two dc'il!n' u'cd for chis Red Cros· set, the long rectnnj!ular 
one ('con Jesign ' Po ). ~ho"' che route of the pnni~h aviawr' on their 1926 :\IADRlD­
:\ IA:\ !LA Flight. perhap:> bette r kmmn to rhc aero-philateli~t becnuse of rhe rare Philip­
pine issue. ( ee '"Aero Philatelis t \. :\ ewi.." \ • ol. 3, :\ o,. 23-2~ nnJ \ ' ol. ~. '\ o. 1). 

1927 The 25th Anniver ary of King Aifonso XIIl's Coronation (Scott 847-63, San. 17-30) 

Bccau;,e of the large . urplus from the 1926 i~sue, the pani~h Red Cross propo ed 
thnt ome of this be .urchaq~eJ to mark the rth Annivcrsar~ year of the Coronation of 
the then rcij!ninl! Kini! Alfon o XII I. The plan was approveJ nnJ the stamp urchnrged. 
Lnrge supplies of the nc\\ o;et \\ere distrihutc<l throughout pain. 

An or<ler wa i -.urd alonj! '' ith the distribution of stocks to the effect that the 
tamp' po~tnl :ile and use should he rrstrirtul t<J fJ111 dny. :\ l ay 17, 1926. (The cott 

lis ting of this ct discloses an incon-.i,tent policy of those re ponsible for thi catalog at 
the time. hecnu'e many sets from other countrie' were never listed by cott due to their 
limit rd one-Ja)' snle.) 

A, \\ ith the 1926 Red Cro,~ i''ue. a sp,·rifll rn11rrl \\a' made. \\ hich could be u ed 
onl~· on the day ol snle (Fig. 2). o any cancel on a 'tnmp other than the illustrated 
one i' a fake. 

+ ~~ + ~'?/-~\d 
CRUZ l ~ 17.MAY.'1.l j .J CRUZ 
ROJA \ ,_,., I ROJA 

ESPANOLA ' ·,(.1_)_./ ESPANOLA 

Fig. 2 Genuine cancel 

The un,olJ .,wck '' :i- turned OH' r to the prini,h Red Cro-... Both \\hen old at the 
PO't office .. or Inter b\ tht Red ro''· the 'rnmp' ''ere priceJ nt their fncr value without 
any 'urt;I'\.. :\Ir. Calve,.. n' the e<litor of pain', lending stnmp catnlOJ?, could never 
un<ler,rand \\ hY cott ha< cnn,i<leretl aml lisrc1l chi-. 'et a' emi-Po,tak Ir mu t he 
umler,tuod cha~ the only money J?OinJ? to the J?o"eroment wa~ irom the proceeds on the 
da~ nf ,;rle. All later -.nle, went to the p:ini,h Red 'rm,,. ::i non-go\·ernmenrnl body 
like the American ReJ Cro.s. 
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Incidentally, after years and years of search, the writer finally procured a cover with 
this 1927 Coronation set from which the illustration of the cancellation (fig. 2) was 
taken. To the best of our knowledge, this is the on/J' rotJer known in this country. Con­
sultation with an air mail sramp dealer, who has conducted a number of auction>, con­
firms this because he also does not recall seeing another cover with this 1927 set. It will 
be in terestinJ?; to see if this a rticle will disclo~e the existence of other covers in this 
count ry. 

1929 Seville and Barcelona Exposition Issue (Scott C6-l l , San. 31-36) 

This iss ue was on sale and valid fo r posta!!e from February 15 to 17, 1929 011/y and 
re>tricted to the main post offices in :\ I ad rid , eville, Barcelona and the few other capital 
citie •. After f ebrua r} 17th. the un~old mint remainder, were turned over to the Propa­
ganda Committee of die Internacional £~posi tion of Ba rcelona and the ~ panish-Amcrican 
E~po. ition of eville for con tinued . ale at face \•a lue until sold out. imilarly the Govern­
ment received only the proceed of the sales on February r - , r 6 and 17. And also a 
pecial cancel was used ( not illustr:ned ). This wa~ a ci rcular one. 

It i' a lleged that during the Ci,·il W ar ( 1936-38). the remainders still un old by 
the above committee' \ ani hed my•teriou•ly from ~ pain and that the •tock wa •muggled 
our of the mun try \\ here it \\'as . old abroad in philatelic circles. De,pitc th i~. the value 
of thi, ,rt ha~ climbed readily •incc 1936, being priced in the 19·3 :rnabri a catalog at 
$1.00 for the set unused. 

1930 International Railway Congress ( con Cl2-17, San. 37-42) 

Thi, •Ct of ,i, \\ " ' on •alt and valid for po~ta!!C lrom 011/J ~ I ar ro to 21, 1930 
inclu•iH~ and cxclusivc l} at rhe Palace oi the 'cnate in ~I ad rid. The ,,ramps were 
demnnrtircd after their public •ale, and the un old mint ~tock wa> gi' en to the Orgnnizn­
t ion Committee of the Raih\ ny oneress for their private fund to attempt to make up 
the defici t incurred h) the cost oi the Congress. 

A 'pecial large o\•al cancel (not illu. trated) \\Ob uoed on mail. al though another 
eenuine cancel can he tound on u-;ed cupie•. T his i ... the smaller hcxagon-bo\ed reJ?;i..,tra­
tion cancellation. 

Earl) in ·1953. \I ritten announcement' came from pain \\ arn ing that ro1111t1 rfnts 
of Scott C6-11 I\ ere lwine circulated in pain anti on the European Continent. ( ee 
"Aeru P hilateli t·s ~C\\..,", \ •ot. 8. '\ o. 1). Th i.., i> plausible hecau'e th i> ct 1\ a ... no 
longer in J!ood -upph and 11 a.., becoming a more valuable collector\ itl'm. 

1930 Goya ( con Cl8-30, CE I; San. 43-56) 

T he postage ~ectiun ui thi-; ... et i, hetter known than the :1ir maib because it ... de>ign 
carrir, tht' famuu' "Coy a ' ude". 

T he stamp ... 1H·re j,..,ued tor the folio\\ inf,! re:Ntn. A eroup of admirer, of the 
famou' .1rri,t. Goya, propo,ed to 'l't up 11 ithin the ground-. of the I hero-American Expo i­
tion in ~C\ ille a pa\ ii ion to he call rel the "Quinta cit ( ;uya". There would he di,plared 
paintin!!'· etchings, turniture anti utht•r art obJc.>Ch ul Go) a. 11 hich 11 ere private!) owned 
and not rhe propert1· of nn} public mu,eum. The J!ruup built the Coya P a\'ilion at the 
co•t ol 'everal million Pc•..,<•ta• and ,uccc·-siulh filled it was one of the fine ... t Go} a E\hi­
bition .... \1 hich \\ nultl ht• \er} difficul t to tluplicatr again. The 1•xpen,t•, tor the P avilion 
and the Fxhihition \I c•re e'pectecl to ht· met trom the proceed, o i the 'ale of ndmi"ion 
t icket•. But \\hen tht• E\posicion clo,ecl. it 1\ a' tuuncl that the expen'c \\ere tar from 
beinl! COH'rrtl. F ir ... r it \1 a' decided to clo,e the E'pnsitiun a.., an international one but 
continue it for ano ther year a, a '\ ational F,,p,"irion. till fund.., were ,hurt. All of 
the hacker' oi the G o} a E,hihit \\ t•rc people ot mmle•t mean' so that chi' deficit in 
financinir po ed a difficult problem. 
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Government assistance was requested to meet the deficit. This was refused be­
cause the Government maintained that it had already pent huge sums for the previous 
Seville and Barcelona Expositions. Then the Commission in charge of the "Quinta de 
Goya" suggested a special issue of stamps which wa decreed with the following 
stipulations. 

The stamps were placed on sale from J unc 1 - through J unc 17, 1930 and only at a 
spuial temporary post affect located within the precincts of the Ibero-American Exposition 
in Seville. 

A special cancellation was made and used on all mail ( Fig. 3). 
After June 17, 1930 all the remaining mint stock was turned over to the "Quinta de 

Goya" Organizinl? Commission that sold rhe stamps at face value. The proceeds of this 
sale went directly into a special fund e tablished for the expense of the Goya Exhibit. 
This Fund wa audited independently to ascertain that only the Exhibit, no individuals, 
bt'nefitted from the sale of the tamp . 

,-coRAE~iEREa-·, 
EXPOSICIOKIBEROAMERICAN.A 

\ 15JUMI01930 f 

LA QUINTA OE GOYA 
~·,~t VI l l ~,,) 

.. , .!Y 
Fig. 3 Genuine cancel 

Fig. 8 Fake cancel 

The stamp collector now can understand why the Goya tamp arc so easily obtain­
able mint bur prnrtirnlly 1wlrnow11 uud or 011 cot•er. Tlrrir snit' tt•as limitt'd to tlirn da)'S 
anti 011/y at a special post offece. To sa tisfy the philatelic demand for cancelled copie and 
cove rs. fake canceb were made and applied. But any cancella tion other than the one 
shown in Fil?. 3 must be branded as a fake. 

Large quantities of mint remainders were given to rhe " Quinta de Goya" ommis­
sion so that the stamps were obtainable for many yea rs. 

1930 Discovery of America (Scott C31-49, San. 57-75) 

Due to the succe s with the Gora stamps, other group who had promoted exhibi­
tions now began to request the Government co issue stamps to cover their expense . 

So another group of concessionaires of various booths at the Seville Exposition 
applied for and obtained stamp issues. One to commemora te Columbus' Discovery of 
America was old and put in circulation only on tliru days, September 29-30 and October 
1, 1930. The stamps were sold 011lr 011 tlte E:rpositio11 irrounds and valid for first-cla s 
mail from any cit}' in pain. This one set ( cott 31-3 ) wa for use on mail to Europe 
only. Al?ain a spuial canallation wa made and applied. (Fig. ~ ). The only such genuine 
cancel which we have seen are in red ink. All other eem fake. 

A second part of this er ( C36-~2 ) wa~ issued and old under the same conditions. 
111ese tamps were fo r use on mail to America only. The ame special cancellation ( Fig. 
+ ) was used during the three dar sale. 

Of course, the remainders were al?ain turned over to private source who proceeded 
to benefit from the sale of the stamps, '' hich la ted for many year . 
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-1 OCT 1930 I 

~Vit~ ........ ..;" -
Fig. 4 Genuine cancel 

1930 Closing of the Ibero-American Exposition of Seville (Scott C50-57, San. 7&-84) 

The "Junta de Beneficencia" of the C iry of Seville also had erected some pavilions 
to promote public health , hygiene and sanitation. Likewise this group faced a large 
deficit when the Seville Exposition closed. This issue was authorized under the motto 
" Pro Union Ibero-Americana" o that upon the expiration of the postal sale and validity 
of the stamps, they could be given to the " ] unta de Beneficencia". All proceeds from 
the sale of the remainders would go into a fund established by the Junta for the hospitals 
of Seville. 

Fig. 5 Genuine cancel 

This se t, therefore, was on sale and in ci rcula tion for three dnys only, October 10-12, 

1930. A special cancellation was used ~how n in Fig. -. This is thl' only ca11celler k11ow11 
uu d for this issue. 

1931 Third Pan-American Postal Union Congress 

(Scott C62-67, COl-6; Sanabria 90-95, 108-113) 

This set was on ale fo r 011r 111011/lt du rinJ! the time of the Convention of the Postal 
Congress of the Americas and Spain held in :\l ad rid from October 10 to I'\ ovember 10, 

1931. The sale of the stamps ''as confined to the post offices in :\I ad rid and in a special 
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temporary post office located in the enate Building where the Congre s convened. The 
s tamps were valid for all firs t-class mail from any city in pain. 

Thi rime no special o r distinct ive canrel ''a () r<lered. Because of the longer period 
of sale and the resultant more general use, cover" ' ' ith this se t are not as carce a those 
of the previou i sues. But still covers and pos tally used copie of C62-67 are no t 
plentiful. 

For the specia l use of the delegates ro rhe P osta l Congress, the se t was overprinted 
"0/irial". :\J r. Galvez state> that most of the delegates availed themselves of these 
scamps so that m an)' Official Stamps found wide use especia lly on mail to Ame rica. 

\ Vhcn the circ ulation period had expired afte r :'.'\uvembcr 10th, the un old s tock was 
turned O\'e r to rhe O rganiz ing Committee of the Third P ostal Congress to help defray 
it> e'pcn,es incurred durinJ? the Convention. This at:counts for the l?OOd philatelic supply 
of l!nused set. in comparison to po· tally used copies and rnvers. 

1931 Montserra t Monastery ( Scon C68-72, Sanabria 120-24) 

Thi, i'"ue seem> to have remained in the government \ hantk Its purpose of i'sue 
,,.a .. to mm memo rate 9co Y ears of this old :\I onastery. The tamp were sold and 
valid tor pc·,tage from Deceml:e r 1 ~ to 31. 1931. The ~ale "a, limited to the post offit:e 
in :\l adri11. Barcelona aml a special pe>t oflice se t up in the :\l onaste ry. although their u e 
' ' a .. nation\\icle on all fir,t-cla'" mail. T he quantity prinred of the i•«ue w as much 
•mailer than all the prf\ ious ones so that no r man~ remainders ''ere on hand when the 
'c t "ent nff -ale. .\" n "pecial cancellation wa,;; u-cd. 

1936 T he 40th A nniverrnry Madrid Press Associa t ion (Scott C73-87, Sanabria 139-53) 

T his is,ue "as un sale in :\I ad rid only a nd \•;did for postal?:e from February q to 
28. 19~6. X fJ wecial 1:ancell :1tion \\0 :1s o rdered ro be u•eJ on the,e stamps. 

The .. urplu' afte r February 28th \\a' turned O\e r tn the \ladrid Pre•s .Association 
to help cld ra\0 part of ir- t:'\pen,c for t'1e erection of the Pre-.. Builclin!!. Aho the Pre;,, 
A--nciation hacl a l11nd for tlie "idows ancl orphan' oi the ne\\ o;men called "la Casa <le 
'\ a;r :iret". Tli r minr remainder,, "ere -old :it face. The proreeJ, of thi" sale '' enr both 
ro rhr Charin I uml and Pre"'' Buildin:r Fuml. Tbr quantit~· turned over by the Govern­
ment '' :i' rarher •m,111 and the .. urplu' o;tock \\ 3, .. old nut quickh. 

Thi• rn<leJ rhe era of the•e commemorari,·e, a-; the Civil \\'ar <tar ted. 

F :> ke Cancel 

!'our important 1:i~rnr' mu<t h: dted rn J?l't thr prnprr hackground hefore the 'cheme 
of decei\ int! colle~wr- '' irh fake c:rncellaric n, i, cJc,crih!·1l. F ir't of all, all of the abo,·c 
i ue" "ere 1\•ailablC' for ' ears in 11111nrtl u ti nt fart t·a/111. 'econJI~ from 1930 on the 
popular manner of 1:olle1:tin1? air mail 'tamp•\\ a• hr 11mM•d cumplrtc 'et-. Thirdh. from 
ahuur 1c).l-. the ~ped:dt)' of rnllecting nnh u'ccl air mail' began to l?:ro" in popularity. 
Anti (a,tly, 'tartinl! '' ith the: Ci,•il \\' ar, tlw · pa111o;h Pt•,eta be1?:an to dedine in value. 

The result wao; obvious. t..:nu,ed 't't' t:oulJ he had ven chcaplr. But /lfJS/111/y 11snl 
rQpin and qrn 11i11 r rfJt•rr1ti1th all fJf tlto1 issun 111'1° 1 Xffrdinq/.1 srarrr. As all the tamp 
cHalog, hegan to rC'Aect thi~ market condition in thei r re,pective unu,ed anJ used prices 
the tC'mptation tu decei,•e \\a< offered. It "as C'a"y w "manufacture" u eel copies. Buy 
the unu,ed 'tamp, dieaply. appl~ n fnkC' cancl'l nnd ,ell rhe,e copie' in line with the hij?her 
u,rJ price in the catalnl?"· All \\ho fithC'r matle or -old the•C' iakc cancels made a hand­
'ome profit. 

Arter rhi, decl'ption wa' dio;e1were1I. the artirucle ot '11mC' cunnrcte<l "ith the 'chC'me 
\\a' nnC' oi riglHC'uu .. indiirnation. In nur fi le' i' a letter from pain re•entinl?: thi• phi­
latelist\ C'\Po'e of fake' cancek The '' ritu oi this letrer admitted his part in this work. 
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Fig. 6 Fake cancel 

Fig. 7 Fake cancel 

But he lahon:d under th •· misconcept ion that he actuall~ se rved philately. H e main­
tained tha t he supplied the spuriously cancelle1I copies only upon reques t from America. 
and that he had made man} cullecttH' "happy" by ~u pplying them "ith stamp~ ' ' hich the~ 
had so eaj?erly souj?ht. 

The detection of fah cancel< i.; not difficult. ~lost a ll of these commemorative 
is ues had a spai11/ cnT1cdllltitm (Fig>. 1-;) . ,-/11r '>fltrr rn11rrl on a set but tho e illus­
trated is /nke. 

Our e:1.amin:niun of c~etl off cover copie$ in this count ry >howed that appro:1.imacely 
nil a re with fake cancel<. T he IC\\ found that ha,•e a j?nod part of the 'pecial cancel' 
rc\•eal ,ornechinJ? intercsti nj?. Althnuj!h c:italnJ?etl a t le,~ than Sr each. the,e po~rally m.etl 
copie' hure the "ignaturc o t one ot Europe', foremo't au tho ritie' on the hack. Thi' 
"ij?natun• mu:,;c :.ignih hi' kno\\ 1edJ!e of the ran/_1 r1/ />fJ.rta/11 11.11 I co;iie' hecau.e hi' 
•igning is u--ually found t nl~ on ti l' more e'pensi,•e ai r mail and otl·er scamps. 

A fuller discu.;-.ion ui -.ome uf the fake: cancel< "ill di.;clu'e chat althuuj!h man~ "ere 
1lecc.>ived. the iaker' "ere no t very astute phi l:11c lis t<. P erhaps "ij?norance is bli,,, .. hue 
philatelic kml\\ lcdJ?e can ra.1· rich Ji,·idends. Because ii one knew about the circumstance' 
ui -ale and u'e of the,e pani'h .. ramps. he would ha,·e become suspiciou a~ the flood ut 
fake cancel.; came < n the marltt>r. 

F if.!. ~ ,,ho\\~ flu 1Jrtf1 011u.t tts l'll on C~o- :;7 or an. 70-8+. Thi~ 11 a~ on the 1930 

P ru C'niun I hem-America b 'ue. tud~ the take cancel •ho11 n as Fig. 6. The dace is 
.Yflt'. 1.; . 19n. ><' \'t'n 1e:u ... aftl'r the -camp, 11ere tlemnnt'tized. '\otice :ibo the town 
cancel "Tctuan ". Thi-; is rhe cit} in pani ... h :\Jorm:co, 11 he re these .;c:imps were 11t ,., r 

"" s11l1. 
But sim:e most p:iin aml • nani'h Colonial air rn:iil stamps are -.c.::in:e postall} used 

becaw.e the1 "ere nut "idch u•cd c n mail. a iake c;incel could du lot> of 1' ark. Louk 
at Fie:. i· Due.; it not sec~ vcr~ -imilar tu Fij!. o? I t is. . "m1 the st:imp is ~panish 
~I orocco C+ ( anabria :;) which was i''urd on 111/r 1. 19;8. The faker was clever. H e 
struck only th :t t part of the fake cancel datetl ··_ ov. 1-" 11 ith the month and day. Omitted 
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''as the " • 93i" year date because th is would be too revealing to have a '' 193711 cancel on 
an issue of 1938. 

Figs. 6 and 7 arc two examples of the fake cancels. There are more. Some students 
belie,•e that once this profitable deception became known, others followed suit so that 
this trickery \\' :tS performed by more th an one sou rce. The fake cancel, which we have 
seen most often, is a copy of the hexagon air mail cancellations still in use in pain. An 
example is shown by Fig. 8. Compare this ro the J!enuine cancel. Fi,:!. 3, from which it 
was most likely copied. The dotted framclin e on Fil?. 8 is a poor imitation of the real 
one in Fig. 3. Obsen •c also the bottom loop which is curved in the "S" in Sevilla in 
the fake cancel, but which is a straight line in the genuine one shown in Fig. 3. Also the 
inks used for the real cancels a rc a jrt blnrk color. The fake cancels all appear to have 
been applied with an ink which is mort' grny than black. 

Conclusion 

The collector of these Spanish issu<'s, who seek them unused , faces no problem. 
The mate rial is in good supply and available fo r ~ale at reasonable prices. As for the 
collecto r of used air stamps both on and off co,·er. all these st amps of Spain arc in very 
limit<'d s upply and mo. t difficult to obtain. Consequently the phila•clic market ha been 
ffooclctl with fake cancellations. If you own am· used copie of these stamps, study the 
&?enuine cancels shown in figs. 1 to 5. ~ ince these arc large cancels. :ill of it usu:illy 
c:tnno1 show on a si ni::le stamp. But a j?Ood part of it can. T o prove that you own a 
genuine cancella tion. it must ma tch tho. c illustrated. Otherwise, a copy bears the fake 
cancel usuallr like Fij:!s. 6 and 7, but more often simila r to the one illustrated as F ig. 8. 

G1'1111i1ll'IJ flou11 ronrs w ith these stamps arr rxrudi11g/y scorrt', probably as hard to 
secure a many wi th the rarest ai r mail • tamp.. In ou r own experience. we have ecn 
many more .\ewfoundland 11 H a11 ker" cove rs than c..nc 11 ith pain\ 1927 Red Cross [ s~ue 
( cote B~7 -63 , anabria 17-30). ( II . M . G.) 

TWO HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE 
In 1950 and 1951, AERO PHILATELISTS distributed to its members and then sold to 

the public: two exceptionally informative handbooks on some of the most interesting and 
historical ai r mail stamps ever issued. A small supply is s till available for any one interested. 
When ordering, please send cash to : 

Aero Philatelists, Inc:. 

1 860 Broadway 

New York 23. N. Y. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Most ly about the famous 24c: red and blue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet with the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages wi th 8 exceptional illustrations offers Information 
which few know about our first air stamp. Price 50c:. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the 
Marllnsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatel ic: gems along wi th 14 illustrations. 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world. 
Price S 1 .00. 
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AERO PHILATELISTS~ INC'. 

1860 BROADWAY, EW YORK 23 , . Y . 
..................................... .........• 19 ....... . 

To AERO PHILATELISTS. Inc 
I 860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y 

I hereby apply tor admission to membership 1n AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. <check type 
M EM BERSH Ip of membership desired I. Annual dues are remitted herewith and are to be refunded to me 

if my application is not accepted. 
APPLICATION 
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0 COLLECTOR MEMBER ........................................ ...... DUES $5.00 per annum 

0 DEALER MEMBER ..... ...................... ....................... DUES $5 .00 per annum 

NAME ........................... ........................................ ....... ........................... ........ ........... .. . . 

ADDRESS .. ... ............................... .. ... ............................................. ............... ....... ....... ........ . 
Street 

City. Town or Village Zone State 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALIZING IN ....... ................. ............... ............................. . ............................................ . 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

REFERENCES 
NOTE : The By- Laws of the Society require each applicant to furnish references as to h is 
charac ter and financial responsibility. Full address and business should be given in each case . 

1. Bank Reference ... ..... ......... .......... .............. . . .. ............ . . ................. .................... .... .. . 

Address 

2 . Chuacter References: 

Name ........ ... .......... ... ......... .............................................................. ... .......... ......... ........ . . 

Address 

Name ......................................................................... ....................................... ........ ....... . 

Address 

3. Philatelic References: 

Name ........ .......... ............................................................................... ....................... ... .. . 

Address 

Name ................................•..••... .•.... .........•.•.•..................•. ..........................•......•............ 

Address 

EXTRACTS FROM BY - LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 
Any person of good charac ter in terested in Aero-Philately, over the age of twenty-one, 

of good moral character, and who will be an asse t to the Society, may become a member. 
Application fo r membership shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues on 
the basis of $5.00 per annum . 
Collector Members : 

Only Collectors are el1g1ble for this class of membership. 
Only Collector Members vote or hold office. 

Dealer Members : 
Only Dealers are eligible for this class of membership. 
Only Dealer Members may advertise in the Society's publ1cat1ons. 

Your check for annual dues must accompany th is application . 

.July. l .<J53 35 



AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS - VOL. 1 - 5 

LIMITED EDITION BOUND VOLUMES 

A l1m1ted edition of 50 books of Volumes 1 through 5 of THE AERO PHILATELIST'S 
NEWS has been bound in beautiful red fabrikoid with gold lettering. The aerophilatelic 
information available covers many years of intensive research by the world's leading authori­
ties and is a priceless reference work. 

A review of this book shows, in add1t1on to over 2.000 progress reparts on coming issues, 
new issues and chronicles of air mail stamps, over 250 philatelic research articles on the air 
mail stamps of more than 100 d1tferent countries. 

More than 30 students of aero-philately have contributed these fact-filled articles, which 
no serious collector of air mail stamps can afford to be without. Many hitherto mysterious 
and incomplete reports on air mail issues have been cleared up and brought up-to-date by 
1ndefat1gable research. 

In addition to the 2.000 progress reports and 250 research articles, the book contains 
over 50 General Articles on aero-philately and about 20 book and catalog reviews. 

The book consists of -132 pages, plus 6 index pages. 

Anyone interested in a copy of this handsome work. remit to Jules L. Wacht, 521 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y., his check along with the exact instructions for the printing of 
his name in gold letters on the outside cover. The price 1s 520.00 to members and $30.00 to 
non-members. 

Single copies of back numbers of THE AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS are available at 
25c each. For these, please remit to Aero Philatelists, 1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 
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A BIG 3-DA Y P UBLIC AUCTIO 
COMINC IN SEPTEMBER, 1953 

ISRAEL - PALE TINE 
Many outstanding AREO-PH ILATELI C items will be offered, 

including an exceptional range of A IR LETTER SHEETS. 
Reserve your cata log now 

Don ' t Forget 

OUR EXTE SIVE TOCK 
of AIRMAIL COVERS. ZEPPELIN, Rocket , Helicopter and 

PIONEER FLIGHTS 

Your Want List is Solicited 

PENNY BLACK STA~IP CO. 
S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y . 

.J.cro Philatelist Annals 



Aero Philatelists, Inc. 

AND THEIR NEW QUARTERLY 

AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS 

The H. R. 
32 East 57th Street 
New York 22, N. Y. 

PL.au 3 - 6481 

EVERY SUCCESS 

Harmer Organization 
41 , New Bond Street 

London, W . 1 
MAyfair 0218 

2b, Castlereagh Street 
Sydney, N. S. W. 

BW 6497 

More than a quarter of a century ago the first auction devoted exclu­
sively to Air Mail stamps and covers was held by the London House of 
H. R. Harmer. More than a quarter of a century hence undoubtedly the 
finer Air Mail collections will be found in the H. R. Harmer auctions. 



SANABRIA 
The Complete Air Po t Catalog 

The most informative, concise and accurate 
book of its kind 

Lists and prices all air ..st.amps. including semi-official 

issues and also errors. varieties 

Air Rate Stamps Postal Stationery 

Proofs 

Air Letter Sheets 

Essays 

1953 Edition $4. 75 post free 

Specimens 

(with June supplement - complete to April , 19531 

No Aero Ph ilatelist can collect Air stamps without 

SANABRIA 

" Sanabria 's Air Post & British Empire News" 
A Catalog Supplement - $2.00 a Year 

ABRIA' BLUE RIBBO 
ew I ue Service 

Dependable - Economical - Complete 
ask for free folder 

ICOLAS SANABRIA CO~, Inc~ 
A. MEDAWAR, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


