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ST A~IP COLLECTIXG 

We offer to collectors the world's most efficient service in 
form ing outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase 
of Aerophilately : 

NEW ISSUES: We maintain a complete New Issue Service 
of mint Airmail Stamps. including the scarce 
issues. By subscribing to this service you are 
assured of acquiring new items in the most eco­
nomical way. Write for folder giving full 
part iculars. 

RARITIES : We handle rare airmail issues which are issued 
in very limited quantit ies and usually not obtain­
able in the open market. 

ERRORS AND VARIETIES : Through our many connections 

" 

all over the world. we are in a position to offer a 
large number of scarce errors and varieties to our 1 

clients. Most of these issues are subm itted on our 
New Issue Service as they appeared. before 
prices increased. 

AIR LETTER SHEETS : We also service new issues of air 
letter sheets-a new and very popul ar field of 
Aerophilately. Our service offers all new air 
letter sheets. including scarce issues. Write for 
further deta i Is. 

AUCTION SALES : Our next sale will take place in 
November. If you are not on our mailing list. 
please write for the catalog of the sale which 
will include mint, used airmail stamps, and mJny 
desirable covers. 

We welcome your inquiries regarding any 
of the above services. 

F. W. KESSLER 
500 Fifth A venue ew York 36 . Y. 
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ICARAGUA 

The End of a F raud 

By RICHARD :'\. CO~E 

Edit or's Pn•fa cc 

In our opinion, thi clean-up in :'\icaraJ!ua commenced back in February, 1951 , when 

from the ~ ational P alace in 1IanaJ!ua, ;\ icaragua, cnor A g11stir1 fl n11t'gns P., Chit/ of 

tht Offiu of Co11 1rol of Stamps l/111/ PhilntdJ wrote to AERO PHILATELIST , In~. 
reque~ting copies of " Tlte Aero Philntdist °S t"u•s'' with the 

erfcits o f 1932 :-. icaragua I ue " by Richnrd ~. one. 

narked on the top A. 

article on "Dangerous Count­

Thi let ter is illust rated and 

From th at date on, thi Chief Office in ~ icaraJ!ua proceeded with its investigation 

culminating in 1952 with raids, eiz.ure , court trial , fines and punishments fo r many of 

the offending partie . 

A 
PALACIO NAODYAL 

Manapa. O. N., ftbrero 15, 1950. -

AlllD l'IULJ.1'.ol.IS?'S, u.I::. 
1860 BrCMIJqy 
NIW York 28, N. Y. - U. S . A. -

tao o r1c1:. £uM'riat1•• ba ialcl..So h'leltiOl .. 
cioa.•1 para ••t•ble::-e: ..i or~•o ~· lt11 r•U:>r..11oou 1 ra181!1c•· 
CIOUI d• lu "'1alOAllll Pomuah• d• NiCINt:Ua f"8£_llt"'-JOt r.or e l -
C.c.11 010 SC0r? be.JD 101 Dib.e:OI ~70 1 1 &79 ~lloa JI COM'WO orcU• 
u rSo 1 C6? al C16 111t.a:a;Ulo1 • 4r••• · 

Snbedor Je ~uu Ud1. , •o aJ >-ubUa1;c1da orlclal 
-rez A.alle FR1~7.ol.l3?''S ~· 11 ban ocupU.o 4• 11te • a tra1r•. ,,. . 
teot.k3fat l :-1,:;o a Uja. • renl i.ao, cobr4Aioca ttl 1-;oru COTrlll• 
poDJ1tcC.•• loa obero1 1• •H Ngti:.l.cu d1 1.D1 tdlclooea correa;ioa· 
i1•Dt.• • • July 1 . Ju.11 1, 'J .u1.cut1iL 1 , 194? ,u• conU•n".a al •rtl· 
culo '1tulo:lo • c.::11.:.RIUS CCllllT..J!F::ITS 01 1932 NIC.\i!AQIA ISSUt:S" . 

Tlclo. 

.u1crlbo Je V.11. 

cc. : 
Archho.­
A'ff/~r.-

ti tro P lrilntt list ti 11110/s 

Le• q, u.• l•r• alu..ar.e 11£r9Jecldo i.or JSt.e ••r­
ill ••?er-9 l• 1U •rrwcb'bl• coot.eaac tdo, "• -

1u auat.o 'I Hl!\lr'O 1orY1.1or:,_, o 
~t.~-· 

1•t• do 11 OrtcJ • '1• CGnt.:.U JI 
~eel•• :ro•~l .. 'I ru.at.olla . 
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XJCARAGUA 

In :-lovember, 19-1 , r. Vanega personallr visited the United tates in the cour e 
of his duties. In ::'\e" York Ciry, he inte rvie\\·ed and que tioned many philatcli t, both 
collectors and dealer . He wa introduced to many of our member at the Convention 
Dinner of 19 5 1. Before returning home, thi ~ icaraguan Official arranged for the 
de truction of the old eebeck plate~. roller and dies at the plan t of the ecurit} Bank­
note Co., Philadelphia, Pa. An elaborate ceremony held on December 11 , 1951 '' a 
reported prominently b) a ll the stamp pre of the world. 

pon hi return to :\ icaragua, r. \ • ancga kept us informed of his office' acti\ i­
ties. Jany letters (one i in the ill ustration marked B ). nC\\ paper clipping,, photo­
graphs, documents and orher data \\ere scnc to this writer care of the Collector lub. 
The officia l dcci ion \\ a, to make 22 Ea,t 35 trect , ~ ew Yo rk , ' . Y. the repo itor)' of 
copie of all the data pertaining to .\ ica ragua philatelic acti\•itie 

40 

Another lette r con tained the followinj? quoted passage. : 

::'\ a tional Palace 
:\1 anagua, D. ~. October 3, 1952 

Dear i\lr. Goodkind: 

Just a few days ago I had the opportunity to have a long talk with our PRESf­
DE:-.1T O~IOZA on many philatelic matter . O ne of them \\:JS the de truction h>• 
burning of the big amounc of fa l e po tal material seized during the tremendous 
philatelic trial. The President agreed with me and gave me hi full authorization 

GrctNA om CO!'n"l\01.. DC EIPIX'fr.:I 
POST AL.a Y Pl'LA TELi.A 

P•• wn 11i w""'t. 
n·r-t- · •-~"t:''"'· 

.... 11 .... , ~' 

~ . Henry H. ~ood.klnd, 
22 ~a•t 3Stl:: ~treet 
Nov Yori 16 1 N. Y. 1 ~. S . A. 

0-:ar ~:r. Goodklr.d: 

B 

Hanacua, o . r: . 1 October 301 l9S2.-

7lnally that ] N\( wal t."I! cera::on.y f or dest r uctlon o r the ro rged 
rh1latel1c •turr t ook ~lace " n Oct ober 1? 1 19, 2 . t t ake pleasure ln sen­
dlnc you nov, ror t.he riles of the ~olloctors Club , tho rolJOVll\( lteCIS: 

1. - Ono s~t or three pagoc •hovlng eX&l'rlRs o r t ho false ;ios t "larks •eized 
to R1c~.&rd Contrer a s C. ln Granada . Each pai:o has the slgoatu.re or 
the wl tnosse s prur nl at t ho cereciony. 

2 . - Cl1pp!r.,_s or our local papers "llovedad~s" , "IU Gran Dlarlo" and 
"Flecha" cOC1112nt1nt the bu ming , 

) , - Three cop!os or t ne orrtclal ac t or the cerec;oey. It also included 
t?:o dcct r~ctlnn or the orrtclal ; •late • used ror tha prlnt1nt or th• 
s:'.1~•• k~tt 66S/6?0 all'! th• Ha-;is So: ou-1'.art!nez that vero never 
r ec o£r.1s"'1 by scott . r..- cnh~r sat or plates lHtroyed were those pre­
par~d r or an issue hon~rlnc Elaan~el l!olll!lll o a national !iture that 
.,,.: novu exccut!d . A trarulMlor. or that ac t v1ll 11ve you co:ople­
t~ details or the vholo t 1llnf . 

~.- Tvo rh~lO(raphG n~ he rubllc eor e-oflY shov!no VltneGSOS an~ tha fal­
se Jt•1rr destroyod . 

cc. 

fl'8H 8C%D....-)Od{e rocolpt o f t!!io letter . 

rrlvndly >"':• ~ 
.~t~uP. 

~1r~ctor , Ph1la:el1c Agency or 
·ar.1:-1c1.11. 

Octobu, 1953 



NICARAGUA 

to go ahead with that ... I take pleasure in sending you for the records to be kept 
in the Collectors Club samples of much of this material made to trick collectors ..• 
You can use the examples for a BIG, good and long article." 

Complying with the request from this high official of the Republic of Nicaragua, the 
entire do sicr was turned over to Richard N. Cone because he is the pioneer and original 
author of these Nicaragua articles. It was fitting and proper that Mr. Cone be dele­
gated to write the 9rn11d finale to this .1' icaragua stor}'· This decision met with the full 
approval of the Chief Philatelic Director of Nicaragua. 

And now the members and friends of AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. will read for 
the first time what is possibl}' one of the most revealing philatelic stories ever penned. 
( H . ill . G.) 

On a mid- .\larch midnight of 1952 the fraudulent philatelic operations within ica-
ragua came crashing to an abrupt and positive end. 

Sr. Agustin Vanegas Pallais, young and forceful director of the Nicaragua Phila telic 
Agency, had seized simultaneously the stamp stock of every dealer in that country, as well 
as the ph ilatelic properties of Sra. Deshon,• widow of Roberto Deshon. Subsequent 
careful examination of all seized material proved conclusively the tremendous extent of 
the long-continuing frauds of certain stamp merchants. 

Figure 1 shows the enormous assembly of fraudulent material so seized, as disposed 
at the feet of government officials and police. Sr. Vanegas stands a t right center, with 
his right hand poised above the tallest tack on the pallet. Fig. 2 is a close-up of the 
same material, clea rly showing the stack of sheets of the fraudulent reprints of the 
EARTHQUAKE I SU E of January, 1932 and the two RAILROAD ISSUES of 
December, 1932. :"otc the "cancels" on some sheets. In the center are numerous devices 
for fakinl? cancellations. 

The mo rning following the seizure, when it was made public, there began a series 
of vituperative attacks against the character and integrity of Sr. Vanegas P. in certain 

1icaragua new papers. " EL GRA ' D lAR l O", " FLECHA" and " LA PRENSA", all 
of l\Janaj?ua declared by quotation of other or by innuendo that Sr. Vanega had dread­
fully abused the laws of the land in his operations in office. Young members of hi 
mother' family were quoted directly as denouncing him violently. To his eternal credit, 
Sr. \ . ancga proceeded calmly and thoroughly to bring to fo rmal trial the government 
case against res. Orlando "larin Avilc of "I anagua and Ricardo Contreras of Granada, 
on .\larch 27, 1952, the charges being falsificat ion, illegitimate traffic and fraud. 

One of the most amaz ing developments was the entrance into the ca e of Sra. Anita, 
widow of Robert H ard ing, then recently decea ed. Sr. H a rding's ph ilatelic operations 
have been refe rred to in previous studies in A ero Philntt list's N tw1, but a further review 
i in order tccau. e of ra. Harding's ensational revelation.. Appa rently she came for­
wa rd with her "documents" volunta ril}. There is no proof that she was prevailed upon 
to produce he r story by the accused dealers o r by the family of the aged widow De hon. 

• On J anuor> 1, 1933, Roberto E. Deshon \\ IS named by lhe incominl! Presidcnl. J uan B. Sacua, u 
under-Secretary or Public Work . Prior lo Scrtcmbcr 1933, Deshon W U ad \•anced to the post of 
:'\l inistcr of Public " "orks. 

Deshon'• conucct ions with certain poatai;c st amp iuuc1 of 1933 arc indelible. He and J . Ramon 
Sc"illa. Dircc1or-Gc11cral of Communica1ion1, were 11amcd jointly 10 control the commcmorati\'c A ir W eck 
inuc of No' ember 6, 1933, and their 1icnaturc arc incorporated in the design of the stamps. 

T he siunaturu of " Deshon" and "Sc\•illa" were appl ied to many stamps in September of 1933, as a 
control o\·crprint. Roberto E. Octho11 " 11 named as the ori,inntor of the fraudu lent reprints and counter· 
feits, herein referred to, by one Nicaral!ua 11amp deulcr. r\ nothcr dealer i11 ;\lana1rna wrote t hat his source 
for the fraudulent rcr rints of the E \RT llQL \K E muc of J anuar~ 1932 " II ra. Deshon, widow of 
Roberto E. De hon. A , e" Orleans dealer rcrortcd thll "a ~r. Du ho11" of , icaragua had appeared io 
per on, offcrinc for u lc Nicaral!uan stampt, among them the Air \Vcck iuuc of No,·embcr, 1933. For 
these reasons the properties of the widow Deshon \\ ere aho included in the seizure. The "Sr. Deshon" 
reported to ha\C been offerint Nicarai;ua11 t lamrs for u lc in the U. S. " a Ra foci De.hon. brother of 
Roberto, Jcccued. 

Aero Pliilnt t liit A1111n/I 41 



ICARll GUA 

Fig. 1 Ph il atelic material, about to be destroyed, Oc tobe r 17, 1952. 

For some curiou rea on the "counte r-arrack" centered on the fraudulent reprintings 
of the RAILROAD C O.\I.\IE.\ IO RATl \ . E of 1932. ra. H arding (?ave to the 
:i I an a(?ua press photo · tats of wh at she said " ere documents in her la te husband' a rchive. 
Two were neatly typed bills of ale. each fo r 1.000 complete sets of one entire RAIL­
RO AD I · E. T ake pecial note of the signature of Ignacius Roman, if it shows 
clearly in our reprod uction. The "bills of sale" show no lette rhead of any kind. ee 
Fi(?. ~ fo r one example. 

42 

:'\ex t came an interesting mon tage, shown in Fig. • . The text warrants translation : 

r. D on Roberto H a rding 
'.\1 ana(?ua 

.\ ly E teemed 1r : 

" December 28, 1932 

I acknowled(?e receipt o f your valued lette r of yesterday in wh ich you a k me to 
sell you mo re stamps of the lnau(?ura t ion of the R ivas- an Juan dcl u r and Leon­

auce Rail roads. equa l to those which were old t<> res. O rlando l\ l arin A. and 
R ica rdo Contreras and to D on Erne to H ammcr. 

T he tamp " ere REPRl :'\TED hr res. Carmen] . and A ngel ~ ! a ria Perez in 
thei r shop fo r the reason tha t the stamps w hich the gove rnment w a cll ing were 
sold out. the colors are the ame. concernin(? the paper I cannot inform you a t all, 
because of not having befo re me sample~ of the fi r5t order. although I can tell you 
that the paper "hich was used is called BO ;\ D E .\ 11- ATT:'\ . 

I enclose to you 100 cries in blocks of fou r ,,·ith a to tal value of S1 .680. I a k 
you plea;,e to si(?n this letter and to ret urn the ori(?inal, obtainin(? (first ) the signatu re 
of r. Ignacio Roman. 

October, 1953 



Fig. 2 Close-up of the material shown in Fig. l. Note the quantities of shee ts of the 
fraudulent RAILROAD and EARTHQUAKE stamps. 



ortc'"f"tA Del' rotn"ftOL Oil' ~ 
POITAL.8 Y "'-'TSl..lA 

...... \C"ll> • ...,.,... .... 

·~.._.,,,......._c. 

ApiutaM N- J:IS 

N/CLJRAGUA 

'~~··;) - ..,..! J'. 
~ 4\~, IJ .. ... . . " 

~·'" 

/"/FtTA ff L.Lo .s dt (o(JREQ 
I .\c..? •r 

])cCOMtl~:D"~ 4 
( 0 ,,,TtJeRf} .1 

RiCfJRJ>o 
( fl rr, LL 0 ·t' 

"be, ~f\ 

C: R.f p./ fJ j f) 

ff/fl R z.i:i}f_:J.a.. If .J ']./ 

I L /.~ ~ 
\. ~ 

Fig. 3 One of three pages of actual strikes made with the cancelling devices seized by police 
In the home of Richard Contreras. Each sheet is notarized. signed by the chief otf1cer, 
witnessed and belongs now to the Collectors Club, New York, N. Y. 

Yours very truly. 

ij?ned) Ramon Hurtado Le:il 

~I :tin Office of rhe ;\I in is try of 
Public Works" 

uperimposed on the lower half of that letter. o as to conflict with the ignatures of 
Harding and his j!o-between, Ign acio Roman, there appears :i miniature ~hcet of four 
scamp , plu two rectanj?ular handstamps readinj! in re\'erse, "Correo Aereo 1.:\TER IOR 
l\Ianni:rua, .:\ic." There follows a manuscript declaration: "For the record T have can­
celled today two sheets of the 1 ·c \'alue of the REPRl.:\T mentioned in the pre ent letter, 
the cancel is the orij!inal Air ;\lail (cancel) . 28 Dec. 1932. REH" 

A uminj? that the mini:iture . heet ~ho\\ n is one of the FO R DI FFERE.:\T 15c 
heres contained in che m·o RAILROAD I · t;E , and that Harding did indeed apply the 

44 October, 1951 



NICARAGUA 

l& de D101 •bre d e 1932 

Sr Don Roberto Kardlnc, 
Preeente. 

Por lnetr9001on•• del Sr Sub<>Seor~t&rio de Pomen•o , 
•••• crato .. Tlarl•• laa •1suieato• ••tamplll• •·· 

1,000 oa 2IO otlMroe do 4 OOll ".alor de .Ole 
1,000 ea llO 09Uroo 4• 4 ooa Talor de .oac 
1,000 oa 2IO ~ 4• 6 ooa Talor de .otlo 
1,000 a l!IO OllMroe 4o 6 ooa Talor de .100 
1,000 OD 100 ..-.r .. do 6 OOB Talor de ol&o 

... 
1,000 • 100 09UrH 4o 6 ••Talor 4• .l&o 
l,000 • llO OUl4roe 4o 4 o•• Talor 4• .20. 
1,000 - llO OUl4roe do 6 o• Talor 4o o2!1o 
1,000 • llO ......._ 4• • •• ftln 4o .&o. 
1,000 .. llO ~ ..... ·- ...i ..... 1.00 

• 10. 00 
20. 00 
~o . oo 

100 . 00 
1!10 . 00 

1!10. 00 
200. 00 
2!10 . 00 
aoo.oo 

1,000 . 00 

con u Tal• 4• 4H 1111 CNat.rMl-\oo trointa dollare. Jatae 
u~1n .. •• a 8-•ol .. • la '-11ra0Ua 4o n. Rh••· 
Saa h&D ••l .. ·- n-..r&."" •1 .... 1-u.1- aotlor Pl'•• i· 
dontti, l.....a ... 30 .. Ilaria ........ ol 4la 1? do lee cor r t ent ce. 

8'1flloalo ttrmar el orlsl..i de ••ta carte 1 deTolT~rl 
1 el u pod~• ....... lr le fl.,.. 4ol Ir 1.-010 a09An. 

RUL/· 
arcbiTo. 

h _, at\o. 1 •• •·• 

...., • teal. 
or • ...,..r ••1 •lalet•rlo 4• 
P-nto ., O'lwu Hbllcu. 

... 

Don Pernando C6rdo>•• 

Recibl con•or • · 

Robe rto Hardin~ . hrnacio Po !lr. 

Fig. 4 " Boll of Sale," allegedly removed from her husband's arch ive by Sra. Harding. 

handst:11np illustrated in the photostat, and th :1t he re fe r:. to thi handstamp a an "original 
, \ ir ~ ! ail cancel." then m} conclu.ion is that it mu .. t have "originated" \\ith him. It 
~hould he noted that no date is inclu<le<l in the "canceller." To date I have found this 
"cancel" onl} on trau<lulent reprint~ of the EARTll Qt;A K E air stamp~. the originals of 
\\hich \\ere i .... ued, a~ \\ere the RA I LROAD air stamps. for E XTER IO R , not I. -
TERIOR ai r ser\'ice. .\o known genuine air cover , A1rnn \\ithin '\ icaragua during 
1932-1933. have )Ct been recor<le<l \\'ith thi, "cancel". 

Two orhcr photostats produced h) ra. 11 arding appear to be h:md-writtn receipts 
given by r Fernando Cordoba, un<ler- , ecrcta r} of the ,\l ini ,try of Public \\'arks in 1932, 
one receipt for "lift} set~ of :ii r tamps of the Rirn . crie~. with a value of 10- Cordobas," 
the other for "fifty collection. of stamp~ with a value of 105 Cordoba ." Both are dated 
in ~J :l\' of 1933. both appear on the letter head of "PADGETT TABACALER O , Cia. 
Ltda.", \\hich declares itself below the name to be "manufacturers of cigarette and 
cigar.". Lnder "Director~" i~ listetl " R. E. H arding - Trea urer". 

The final photostat produced by .\I r~. H arding in ~larch of 19~2 i~ shown in F ig. 6. 
BrieA\, it i .. an appeal to H arding from hi agent in the affair of the RAILROAD RE­
PRI.\ T · to rcimbur. e r. Cor<loba in the amount of three thou and (,3,000) Cordobas 
for the 'tam?< which H arding ha<l bought from r. Cor<loba in 1932 and fo r which he 

.tltro Pliilatt list A11110/s 45 



Sr n .. Bo~\o Bardlaa, 
v '&C'&&• 

u1 &•\lmad• ...., •• 

NICl1RJ/GU4 

28 de Dlcleabre de l ~ 

...... .... .. - 9"111•1al• ea.rte recb.a 4,. yer 4ll l • 
o.i.al .. SU»ll• ... h ...._ ... eelloe 4• la b&IA'l\&J'll016n do lo• 
rr.cc •••• , ....... 1'lma ... ear~ ~ .... o •• 1~al•• a lo• qu• •• l• 
un41tt• a 1- .. i..M llllori• &. 'I Ble&rdo Co11treraa 1 u.l Sr 
Don .,._"- ... ,. 

l a 

{. 

Fig. 5 Photostat of material extracted from her :at:i husband's archive by Sra. Harding. 

had neve r paid. at lcnst up to J anua ry 22. 19~8 tic dale of r. Roman 's appea l. .\ otc­
worthr again is the signature of Ignacio Roman as it appear on this 19~8 letter. I t is 
quite different from his ignatu res on the 19:;2 "bills of sale." 

r. Roman's letter mentions that ' r. A::us:in \' anel?as had joined hi father-in-law, 
r. ordoha, in petitioninj! Roman·~ help to co llect H a rJ;ng'~ delinquent obligation. This 

effort on r. \ ' :megas' part to help his father-in-la11 had been seized upon br the antago-
111s t1c pre~s in an attempt to smear r. \ . :111ega>. The~ O\'erlooked the fact th:tt there wa 
no e\'idence of what stamps. originals or reprint .. H ard in!! had purchased from r. Cor­
doba back in 1932. They also passed over withuut mention of any kind that the ame 

r. \ ' anej!as had worked s trenuou ly. in answer to appeals to him, to force H ardinJ! to 
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Q!r..,:.f!T.U I\• r l." n •111111 ,A 
re u tJ11>UCA 

Ml~ l• N Nlrtttrp.• ~.A 

Ittnocto Fo.£n, 
Hanarua. 

Doll llobVto Bardlnc, 
PnHnte.-

l at1-do loberto 1 

!Ion ~rto ~ardlnr , 
.:onttl"UO a! B1rco J:aclot 1 d• Seara ,, 
11-irua. 

a, IMro 22 de lql,6.-

rorneailo ~-•ha oacrtto conn 1•mo 
Doe . .U.Un ,..._.. Palla.ta, 41c16nd- quo on abo­
_._ ol• .,,..... M11nal.H 1• hu orreddo pa­
IV 1a - h U.. all e61'4obu 1 ll&l.do total C'el 
ni. .. 1u ---11lu 11• 61 ta entr ... por a1 
... le Vf 

0

WHte el eflo de 19)2, 1 90br& CU)'U 
•t..._iiiM J9 lo t11'116 101 rHpeet1Y01 roc:tboa. II• 
~Uoa ,........_ .- lo bu Pod14o una autor1&.o16n 
111& ,.... tlJ'marlo la ,..... obl1ttae16n, coaa qu• d•1-
de 1 .... ta ....._ 09torha4a, puea t6 blen ubea que 
" a r--9o C61'doba a qlliftl le debe1 el •a.lor de 
lu ••~Wu.- ta ontroe6 por ai •edlo. 

Por la ati-tdn en quo HU l'•rnondc •• al.-
1ro ~ .- barl• r .. uelto con '1 hta cu.1tttlr, 
en la tor.a f1M " lo al'lllnt'ta en .u ca.ru , 1 C"'80 
en aq1Mllla oca1i6n td •• dtate tre1c1entos c6-1oba1 
1 euenta de coa1at6n oor a1 Md1ac16n en el ner~cto 
entre uatod•• doa, 10 •• c,,.~ro.9to a er.tr•••rle a 
Pernando ••o• trescientos c6rdob&a , con lo c:ual qu~­
do coeirl•t ... nt• ••~•rado de toda obl1 ·ac1dn 1 • • tc­
do benertclo an la tran1acct6n 6sa, en la cu-1 F•r­
n&lldo ~·o las e1t .. pilla1 que td r1cibl1t1 1 1obre 
lu cualu 11 ntend( a 61 lot :-eclboa que o?.ran •n 
IU !'Oder. 

T• a~radec1r6 qui l• des 1ns•r:ccloi:ut• a Yer­
n1ndo para qua~• deTU•l•• 101 ·1rel•s qu• •ten• con 
•1 !ll"llll, )'a sin nlnn!r •alor. 

Co""' 11 .. Dr• tu a.a110 1 • · • 

Fig. 6 Sr. Roman's appeal to Harding to pay h is I Harding's) old debt. 

fulfil his obligation~ to many fo reign collector$ and dealer when H a rding had repeated 
his defaults in 19'0-1951. 

le is signi ticant tha t ' r. \ · anej!a knew before the 1952 seizure lhat he would be 
implicated in 'uch fashion, fo r he had made the entire ~tory known to philatelists in the 

He proceeded directly to halt the entire philatelic fraud, of which the RAIL­
ROAD REPRl~T ' 11cre only a small part. 
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It is a matter of record that no public revelations were made by any Xicaraguan 
stamp dealers, nor by ra. Harding, nor by the son or widow of r. Deshon, as to the 
origin of and responsibility for the fraudulent reprintings of the EARTHQUAKE 
ISSUE of 1932, of the CO :"TERFEIT of the FLAG OF THE RACE air stamps 
and of the large unauthorized quantities of the AIR WEEK LSS E of 1933, all closely 
connected with the RAILROAD FRA D . 

One example of Harding's machinations was his imitation of a succes ful stock flota­
tion of another busine s enterprise in ::\I anaf?ua. He capitalized the Compania Latin. 
Americana de Filatelica, . A., in which he old shares. The capital was 100,000 Cor­
dobas. He then sold his "contacts" to the Company for abou t 15,000 Cordobas. In 
addition the Company was charged a month!>• rental for the business occupancy of the 
Harding home. Both Ha rdin!? and his wife became salaried employees of the Company. 
Soon the outside sha reholders learned that large profits were not at all pos ible in such a 
business, limited principally to the stamps of one country. After one new issue a tiny 
dividend was declared, but the capi tal asset of the Compan)' continued to dwindle. 
Finally a shareholders' committee, headed by Sr. Don Mauricio i\larragou, Belgian con­
sul in ::\ [ anagua, vi ited the Harding home, swept everything philatelic into a large sack 
and departed with the Company's as ets. Those assets were also seized in the 1952 
inves tigation. and they revealed a considerable quantity of fraudulent material. 

If we con icier all of H arding's utterances previously quoted in Arro Philntelisi's 
N tws, Vo. IV, no. 15, August 1, 19~9. and if we accept a evidence of facts all the photo­
static evidence given out by ra. Harding in 19·2, it is clearly seen that Harding was 
unable or unwill ing to relate the truth even in minor derails. H e wrote that he was in 
charge of "p rinting" the RAILROAD tamps, }'Ct we later learn he had written to a 
government official to find out what kind of paper the originals had been printed on I 
He wrote in 1937 that reprints of the RAJ LROAD stamps were "non-existent", yet his 
widow produced his own hand-written statement that he had cancelled REPR INTS of 
the RAILROAD stamps personally! H e wrote in 1937 that he had bought 700 of the 
Sauce stamps and had bought only 1 o of the Rivas sers. Yet his wido" produced from 
his archi\•e some "proof" that he had bought 1.000 sets of each! 

So it is that Sra. Harding completely destroyed , afte r her husband's death, what­
ever pretensions to honor he had during his life. 

As for H arding's claim, and that of others, that no interval existed between the 
original issue of the RAILROAD stamps and the destruction of their plate , this is 
completely disproved by the following document, made available to AERO PH ILAT­
ELISTS INC. by the ~icaraguan government. Translated it reads: 

48 

"Tribunal of Accounts, Republic of Nicaragua, National Palace, Document no. 
4018- Ref. 2-A. Emilio Pereira Arce. Presiden t of the Tribunal of Accounts, certi­
fies as true the act which says literal1}1 : 

No. 19. In the city of )lanagua. at 10: 30 A. '.\I. of the nineteenth day < ! 
September of nineteen hundred th irty-three, gathered toge ther the undersigned. Ac­
countant Don Juan ::\ I anuel Aviles Porras. representing the President of the Tribunal 
of Account , don Alberto anchez J .. repre enting the ~ I ini te r of Finance, and 
General don Alejandro Cardena;; and Don Octavio Eva, representing the ::\Iinister 
of Public Works. and ) I r. A. L. Gini, ) I an ager of the Pacific Railroad of :'\icaragua 
and don Abraham Gonzalez, in his role of ccretary of the Tribunal of Account , 
in the foundry of the chool of Arr and in an oven of said foundry, in order to 
fulfil instructions by the ::\ I ini ter of Finance, dated yesterda)•, that there be incinera­
ted the clichcs which served for the issue of commemorative stamps, conforming 
with the following detail: 

18 cliches of the is ue commemorating the EARTHQUAKE of ~larch 31 1 1931, 
each containing ten imp res ions of stamps, th us: 

Ordinary with value of j'2c, 1c, 2c, 3c, ~c, 5c, 6c, 1oc, 1 ·c, 2oc, 2·c, 5oc, 
1.00, Air i\Iails with value of 15c, 2oc, 25c, 5oc, 1.00. 
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Fig. 7 The commonest rectangular fake air mail cancel. 
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Fig. 8 Genuine 1930 cancel 

Fig. 9 Genuine cachet 

Fig. 10 Genuine cachet 
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Plu. a group of ten impressions. beinl? cliches of the tamp is ue commemorating the 
lnauj?uration of the R ivas- an J uan del ur Railroad , each "ith fou r impres ions : 

Ordinar~ ' ' ith value of 1c, 2c, -c. 1oc. 1 'iC. Ai r ~lail \I ith \'aluc of 15c, 
20C. 2 -c. -oc. 1.00. 

Ten cliches of the is ue of the i~. uc commemorating the Inauguration of the Leon­
El :tuce Rai l road. with four impression each: 

Ordinary with value of 1c, 2c, c, 1oc, 1 c, Air ~ [ ails with value of 1-c, 
20C, 2 -c, -oc, I .00. 

Plu thi rry-si~ cliche of the is. ue commemorating the -HI t Anniversary of the ailinl? 
of Ch ristopher Columbus from the Port of Palos. of the follo,ling value and 
classes. and thirry-si~ neirntives correspondinl? to the same: 

Ordinary 1/zC, 1c, 2c, 3c, ~c. -c, 1oc, 1 · c, 2oc, re. 3oc. -oc. 1.00, Air :U ail 
1c, 2c, ~c. -c. be. 1oc, 1 -c. 20c. re. -oc. 1.00, Ordinar~ official 1c, 2c, 3c, 
~c. -c, be, I oc, I -c, 20C, 2 ·c, '\OC, 1.00. 

There have also been incinerated the photographic nega tives belonging to this 
issue. 

Al.o there were present in this act the res. don Ruberto E. Deshon, under-
ec retar~ of Public 'Vo rks. and don J. Ramon ' evilla. Director General of Com­

munications, both commissioned especially b~· the ~ 1 inistry of F inance to control and 
o rganize the diotribution of fiscal paper. \\' ith '' hich th is act concluclcs, and having­
been read, the pre enc act remained approved and we all signed. 

Juan 1\1. Avileo P o rras 
Alberto Sanchez J. 
Alej. Cardenas 
O ctavio Eva 
A. L. Gini 
Roberto E. Deshon 
J . R. evi lla 
A. Gonzales. ecretary" 

( igned) 

It is thus proved that a considerable period of time elapsed after the prod uction of the 
legitimate and authorized i sue of the EARTHQl:AKE set of Januar~· 1. 1932, the 
RI\'A RR se ries of Decemher 17, 1932. the LEO:\ - AlJCE RR e rie of December 30, 
1932, and the FLAG series of August 3. 1933, until all tlirir platt'l werr tlntrorrd on 

rptrmbrr 19, 1933. Only the conspirators themselve can. or could , actually know ho· 
frequent! )' and in what manner the pla tes were extracted and later replaced, in order to 
produce the various fraudulent reprints and counterfeits. 

For ea e in refe rring to previous accoun ts of the various issues and to our subse­
quent cancell ation de c riptions, here is a list of pertinent a rticles as they have appeared 
in A tro Pltilatrlist's N rws. U e the letter in parenthesc a the reference keJ•: 

so 

(A)- Dangerou Counterfeit. of 1932 ':\icaragua Issue, Vol. IT, nos. 13-15, July 1-
Augu t 1. 19~7. 

( R)- '.\ icaragua, Flag of the Race I sue, \ ' ol. I l l. no. q. Augu t 1, 1948. 
(C)- :\icaragua. Official Air Pot Overprinted "1931 ". \ "ol. IV, no. 10, l\lay 15, 1949. 
(D)-:-.icaraguan Commemoratives, 1932- 1933, \'ol. IV, no. q -1-, July 15-August 

I , 19~9. 

(E)- A ' ica ragua Cover, Vol. V, no. 2, J anua ry 15, 1950. 
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11 12 13 

Fig. 11 Common fake cancel Fig. I 2 Fake registry cancel Fig. 13 Fake Granada cancel 

(F)-'."icaragua- lnrernarional Air :\J a il Week, 1933, Vol. V II , nos. 8-9. April 15-
:'llay 1, 19·2. 

(G)-'."icaragua. June 7. 1931. The First Earthquake Provisionah, Vol. \/ Il l. nos. 
8-9. April 15-)l ay 1, 1953. 

(H)-'."icaragua Inaugural Inland Air ~!ail , 1932, Vol. I, no. 7, April 1, 19 1. 

The Earthquake Commemoratives, January 1, 1932 

All derails as to dares of i ue. u e. cancel . fraudulent reprint , quanm1e , remain 
as previously given (A, B. 0). One correction must be added as to the :'11anagua rec­
tangular air cancel used for this is. ue ( A- Page 3. Fig. 3 and text) . A cover has ap­
peared. 1?enuine in all respects, with a complete set of the EART H QUAKE air stamps 
cancelled by the rectangle in \'I O L ET. The cover i :\REGISTERED. It is my 
belief. therefore. chat rhe rectangular ":'llanagua air cancel used on January 1 , 1932, was 
applied in RED ro REG! TERED air letters and in \ "IOLET to "'.'\ REGI TERED 
letters. All sin1?le . ramps of rhe EART HQUAKE I LlE bearing the proper rectangle 
in either color may be considered genuinely used , though they are rare on or off cover, 
as used stamps. Destruction of the plates has now been officially proved. 

The Rivas-San Juan DcJ Sur RR Commemoratives, December 17-18, 1932 

All details as to dares of isiiue and u e, cancel , paper, quantitie and fraudulent 
reprints remain as previously given (A, D ) . Genuinely used they are rare. De truc­
tion of the plates ha been officia lly proved. 

The document, Fig. , gave me the clue to the correct name for the paper u ed for 
the genu ine RAILROAD stamp of both issues. r. H urtado mentioned the name, " Bond 
Semi-Satin." I ubmincd several stamp , both genuine and fraudulent , to )Jilton Zucker, 
professional expert on papers and ink with Inrcrchemical Corporation, I\ ew York, ~. Y. 
His reply, in part, says: 

" Bond Semi-Satin refers to a type of paper- the 'Bond' identi fies it a primarily a 
writing paper. of a certain general structu re, but which varies widely depending on 
the sou rce ... the ' emi- atin' refers to surface characteristic ... Tho e you have 
marked can all be identified as on a \•Cry cheap tock, which ha ground wood in it ... 
The paper is characteristically different from that of the other scamp ... The 
pre cnce of ground wood indicates the paper i nor a bond stock ... The two other 
items are free of ground wood, but they are too hard and smooth for Bond ... They 
are definitely super-calendered ... I would ar they arc l\ f achine Fini hed Print 
Paper, certainly not the ame a the four identified as 'Bond Semi-Satin.'" 
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This confirms the name of the paper used for the RAILROAD issues which alone 
a re known to have performed legitimate posta l dury on cheir au thorized daces of use. 
The characceriscics arc as we described them {A ), hence the only ones I consider legi timate 
issues of the ~ icaraguan postal administration. The latter encirel)' agrees with chis 
finding and has caused legislation co include all other ch an che cype on BON D SEJ\I I ­
SA TIN paper with other fraudulent, illegal and ochcrwi e counterfeit :\'icaraguan stamps, 
the ownership of which is punishable by severe fine in 1 icaragua. 

The Leon-El Sauce RR Commemoratives, December 30, 1932 

A ll details as to date of issue and use, cancels, paper, quantities and fraudulent 
reprints as previously given {A , D , E). Genuinely used chey are rare. Destruction of the 
plates officially proved. 

The Flag of the Race Commemoratives, August 3, 1933 

All details as to date of issue. use, cancels, quantities, paper and counterfei ts of all 
va lues of chc air sec, al l remain as previou ly _given ( B. D ). All stamps arc scarcer u ed 
than unused. Destruction of the plates has been officially proved. 

One point '' hich had puzzled some fo r years was che face that the counterfeit of 
che F'lag air stamps were not merely fraudu lent reprints, buc actually differed noticeably 
from che genu ine in all identical place positions. From the account of the destruction, 
alread}• given, it may be believed that an entire se t of forged plates of the air tamp were 
made from rhc negatives which figured in che dest ruction. The coumerfeits may be con­
sidered actua l postal forgeries. accidental or inccncional. for the Flags alone, of a ll the 
four issues listed above, remained valid for postal du~· for more ch an one or two clays. 

The International Air Week Commemoratives, November 6, 1933 

All details as to elate of is uc and use, cancels. quantities au thorized, fo rgeries, 
remain a previou l}r given (F ). T o dace a sea rch of officia l a rchives h:t not yet produced 
documentary evidence of destruction of the places. Genuinely u eel they are c:irce. 

The Seized Cancelling Devices 

One of the most interesting aspects of r. Vanega ' inspiring phil:itelic purification in 
"icaragua last rear i chc opportunity it affords to study in detail the "cancel" in the 

hand of one former stamp dea ler there. All the following, a well as several othe r 
outside the scope of ai r tamp tuclr. were seized in the home of Ricardo Cont reras in 
Granada. Actual trikes of each have been given to the Collectors C lub, ?\ew York, 
N. Y. for permanent reference th rough the courtesy of r. Vanegas and rhe ;\' icaraguan 
government. (Fig. 3) 

Fig. 7 show che most commonly used counterfeit rectangular air cancel (A- Fig. 12 

and texc), minus it date line character , all of which are heaped in che center of the pallet, 
Figs. 1 and 2. 

Fig. 8 appea rs to be the genuine air mail post mark of 'Ianagua, used in 1929-1930 

and not heretofore descrihed, although it is in poor condition at the time of taking the 
proot impression. Incorrect date line characters :i re inserted. " .\l anagua" appears lightly 

\1·ollen in both dimensions. l believe that it is the worn-out original cancel. 
Fig. 9 appears to be the genuine cachet applied in violet to most of the cover of the 

Air :\Jail Interior Inaugural Flight ( H ). The characters of the top line are sligh tly 
distorted and distended, perhaps bec:iuse of age and hear. 

Fig. 10 ~hows the genuine original cachet applied in red at lanagua to covers des­
patched cross country to Bluefield on the ea t coat on June 28, 1933. It was till in 
good condicion at the t ime of the proof impression and showed distinctly the genuine 
ch a ractcristics. 

52 October, 1953 



NICARAGUA 

14 15 

16 

17 19 21 

CTI " • 

P ~ ~.U:: n 01 A CI r.lC liLACIO >l 
20 

22 

Figs. 14-22. Fake Cancels. For descriptions, see text. 
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Fig. 11 wa. another favorite of ontrera anc.I i to be found on many tamp . lt is 
a counterfeit :\ l:ina!!;ua ordinary mail rype. its charncteristics a lightly flattened circle 
above "DE" and a dash at each end of "~IA~AG A". 

Fil?. 12 show a fake surface mail registry cancel. It closely re embles one in u e at 
::\lanagua in 193+. thouj?h the imitation has the '' ord "DE" in capitals rather than the 
lo" er case of the j?Cnuine. 

Fig. 13 is a counterfeit ordinary mail cancel of Granada. The genuine one which it 
imitates was used from 1933 till about 19+1 and had the letter of "GRA~ADA" much 
do er together. 

Fil?. q resembles a type in j:!enernl u e throui:hout ~icaragua about 1929-1930. I have 
never observed it on a legitimate cover from Granada and believe it to be counterfeit. It 
docs not resemble any Granada cancel known to me to have been u ed from 1931 to date. 

Fil,!. 1- is a counterfeit of a Granada surface mail registry cancel used in 1933-19J+, 
the inscriptions readinJ! alike. The j?enuine rej:!istry mark has "G RA:-.ADA" in . mailer 
letters, "ithout crifs. 

Fil?. 16 is an example of the counterfeit "J l ~OTEGA" prcviou ly di cu sed (C­
Fij?. 2 ). 

Fil?. 17 is a bogus BL EF I ELDS marking. 
Fig. 18 is undoubtedly the genuine cancel applied to ' VI L L ROGER flown covers 

in RI.CE, on :\l arch 31, 1939. It is imcribed a~ commemorating the eighth anniver · arr 
of the 1931 earthquake. I have frequently seen it struck in V IOLET cm unsealed, or 
unaddres ed cover l>Urporting to be "Fl R T DAY''. ome of the latter bear the s trike 
of Fil!. 19. the onl) place l have ~een this applied. 

Fil?. 20 is a 7 '9 mm rectangle inscribed " OC FIL > I '', ~uj?ge tive of " ociedad 
Fil:ttelica de '\ icaragua". uch a nciety has heen in e\i tence onl}' ince Aui:u. t 12, 

19~2 . however. Ably led b} ' r. \ ' anegas, the new ociety will undoubtedlr choose some 
quite cliffcrenr mark for its u ·e, wl1cn n:qui reJ. 
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SELLING 

YOUR §TAMP§ ? 
Offer these to u~ - Our record show dealings 

ranging from small collec tions to an accumulation of 

one of the oldest . A . Dealers. Outright cash 

purcha~e or, if Je,ire<l, Auction. 

fl ' rile 11s today. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN 
15 PARK RO\\ ~E\\ YORK 38 

Tel. Bu. i-3830 
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Fig. 21, a CO,V, is still a mys tery to me. Perhaps some reader can explain it use. 
Fi!!. 22 is a counterfeit fir~t day cancel. Its '' or~t fault i~ the ungrammatical Spani h, 

"PR DJ ER DIA C IR l.:LACIO;>.. " . The J!enuine first day cancel used in :\Ianagua 
are properly in c ribed, "PRDIER DIA DE C IRClJLATlON". They are customarily 
de troyed immediately after "first clay" service. 

One item conspicuou.ly ab ent was tbc "guarantee" mark, "C" above " ic.", found 
on the reverse of many fraudulent, bogus or otherwi e improper tamps of ~ icaragua. 
Thi mark i almost a sure il!n that the tamp is not what it i suppo ed to be. 

The above list of bogus and genuine po tal markings likely to appear on X icaraguan 
air tamps, all of \\ hich "ere found in the possession of Contreras in :\I arch of 1952, 

does not include several other known counterfeit marking~. of Xicara1tuan and foreign 
origin. Contrera ' pm. e sion of many genuine markinl! empha izes the importance of 
~.ireful examination of all tamps bearing those types as cancels. 

Summary of Facts 

l t i~ appropriate now to ~ummarize nil important established fact concerning the 
fraudulent reprint and counterfeits of the RAILROAD CO:\D l E:\ I ORATIVE I -

• E , all of them, regular and air mail. This should serve to di pel the confusion and 
misunder tandinl! "hich had been sp read so long by res. H ardinJ?, Contreras and their 
distributors. Documentation for all of the following facts has been publi hed in the 
present and past issuei. of ,/ rro Philntelist's X rws. 

T hese Are Indispu table Facts 

1. Ever} denomination of the RAILROAD stamp wa duly authorized by presi­
dential decree in che amount of 1,000 individual stamp . 

Large Stock of All Countries from A to Z on Hand 

REGULAR PUBLIC AUCTIONS 
:'\EXT SALE DEt'E~IDEH. H•.i:S 

Illustra ted Catalogue free upon request 

SELLING 
If you have Air Stamps to sell, we are buying continually, or placing the material 

in our Auction Sales, whether they are large, medium or small collections. 

)JAX BLOCII 
505 FIFTH AVENUE - - - - NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 

COLLECTORS CLUB, A. P. S., S. P. A. , AERO PHILATELISTS 
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2. tamp of both series exi t a having legitimately paid po rage on cover of their 
respective dates of issue. 

3. All genuine po tmarks used in l\Janagua in December, 1932, have been recorded. 
4. All stamps known to have done legitimate po ral duty at 1\Ianagua on the dates 

of i sue arc printed on one kind of paper, which is identified as BOND SEl\11-
SATI~ . 

5. Clandestine reprints exist of more than one setting, on various papers, in varying 
color . 

6. Bogus and coun terfeit cancels were found in the possession of a icaraguan 
tamp dealer. 

7. Lar11:e quantities of clandestine reprint were found in the possession of the same 
stamp dealer. 

8. All clandestine reprints eizcd from all tamp stocks in 19·2, together with all 
cancelling devices taken. have been destroyed by the :'\icarnguan government. 

9. All clandestine reprints have been declared fraudulent by the Nicaraguan gov­
ernment, and their ownership in Nicaragua has been made punishable by fine. 

10. The only arguments in upport of the known clande tine reprints have come from 
stamp dealer who were engaj!ed. or who are engaged, in the business of clling 
the known clandestine reprints for money. 

B~r omitting any confidence in hearsay and br payinir strict attention to the detailed 
description , the stamps and cancels if any, any philateli. t , l am sure, can identify correctly 
any qubject stamp of these issues. 

Reconstruction of Events 

Please DO ~OT confuse the following conclusion with fact. The only fact in­
volved i that it is positively mr O\\ n per onal conclusion. To reach it I have used every 
available fact from every possible source, facts collected over a period of many years. 

I believe that a private reprinting of all the .:'\icaraguan EARTHQUAKE commemo­
rative~ had taken place after the one-day !'ale and use of the genuine issue. The re­
prinb had proved to be marketable. The imilar RAILROAD issues of limited validicy 
larer the same year offered funhcr opportunity to the operator. However, it was ad­
visable, perhaps nece sary, to "let in" certain other officials and stamp dealer . ome 
clandesrine reprinrs may have been made very shortly after the genuine RA ILROAD 

tamp•, rhough rcprinr are known ro have been made in various settings and colors, 
sug1?estine several reprinrin1?s. H arding may have contracred to buy from r. Cordoba a 
larite percentage of rhe genuine sramps or the fraudulent ones. In either ca c. he balked 
at payinj? for uch stamps, after obtaining them, when he discovered the existence of 
noticeably different reprinrs. H anling conspired ro foi~t the fraudulent stamp on phi­
lateh• by arguing and lyin!!' acri\•cly to pass rhem off as genuine. The FLAG OF TH F 
RACE issue of Auj?ust, 1933, provided another ~"ind ling opportunity. omeonc pro­
duced what are actual!) forgeric~ of all the air sramps, which were relatively .career, 
yet more popular philatelically. than rhc orher two ~crs of the i ~ue. This ~uggc ts prior 
arrangement by government official . 

The AIR \VEEK i sue of l:\nvember 1933, made possible the bet swindle of all. 
Large quanrities, far in excess of the limited authorized is ue. e"i t for philately, and 
the\• arc indi tinl!Ui hable from rhe regular!)• i ucd sramp . 

It wa not unril cptember of 1933 thar the plates for the e five commemorative 
is uc \\ere officiall) de troyed. :'\ o conspiraror has ever "rold all" as to how many 
timrs the plates were srolen and replaced, nor ho" many fraudulent reprints and/or 
forj?erie of any i sue were made. 

End of an Era 

Before me is a certified copy of a governmenral document which reads, translated, as 
follow 
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" l\Iin istry of Finance. Na tional Palace. ~lanagua, D. N ., April 51 1952.- N o. 136~4-
- Ref. -53. Sr. Admini trator of Income, City. 

Please receive from each one of Sres. O ri ando Iarin Aviles and Ricardo Contreras 
the sum of One Thousand ( 11000) Cordobas net, as a fine fo r fiscal def raudation in 
the use of and t raffic in illega l postage stamps. 

Attentive!)•, 

(Signed) RA F. A. H UEZO, M inister of F inance". 

T he g reat ma s of fraudulent philatelic ma terial, Figs. I and 2, was destroyed with 
ceremonr on October 171 19-2, at the foundry of the P acific Railroad of 1 icaragua. 
Attendinj! were re . Jose antos Ramirez R., J uan B. Ba rbieri, Capt. Adolfo T rana, 
Dr. .\ l anuel-Ca tillo ] arquin, Agustin Vanegas P ., D r . M iguel Angel B arbosa, Octavio 
Arguello Yarela, Hernan Perez Casco and Capt. Jose L uis Aguado, as well as members 
ul the press. 

A certified copy in the fi les of the Collectors Club, conta ins a long list of material 
destroyed. Amonj! other illegal items are the following : 

"Three p:ickage seized from Sr. R icardo Contreras Cast illo of the city of Granada, 
one of them containing numerou fa lse cancellers and obliterators and a great 
quantity of pieces of wood and cork, bearing numerals and legends of months to 
imitate the postal cancellat ions of the TATE, and the other two (containing} 
illegal s ramps. 

A large box and an envelope of illegal stamp , taken from the Latin American tamp 
Company, . A., now in proce s of liquidation in thi city. ( H arding's company}. 

Two envelope conraininir illegal postage tamp , eized in the house of Dona Angela 
Boquin, widow of D eshon, of Leon". 

1 n addition there ll'Cre seven other pa rcels, each eized from a different stamp dealer 
in I anagua. 

Aho consigned to the fire were all the plates, both in block of four and twenty-five 
format, for the . ix reirular postage rnmp commemorating the 75th Anniversary of Com­
munications en•ice in :--. icaragua, con 's nos. 66--670, as well as one pen-and-ink drawing 
of each of the above st:tmps, and their co rre ponding photographic reductions to stamp 
~izc, in pane of twenty-five ubjects. 

Al,o de,rroyed were the corresponding nir mail stamp plates belonging to the same 
issue, in plate of four ubjcct, one drawing and a photographic reduction to stamp ize, 
:.ixteen ~uhjects , of the portrait· of Genl. T omas ~ l artinez and Genl. Anasta io Somoza. 
The e air stamps. a legitimate part of the Communications series of 1937. in con tant use 
nnd on continuous sale in ~icaragua for the past ixtcen yea rs, arc Ii red by anabria as 
nos. 278-281 and 290-293. 

La~tly, there were de troyed a se t of nine plates, each of fifteen subjects, bearing the 
effigy of Emanuel :.\ IonJ?:al • de tined for production of air mail stamps, and anothe r set of 
nine plate , fifteen subjects each, also for air s tamp , with the image of a to rch. These 
eiJ?:htcen plates were intencle<l for an i sue wh icl1 never was authorized, thus they were 
never u ·ed. 

Conclusion 

For me and for AERO PH ILATELT TS I NC. this account now ending repre­
sents a successful climax to a program initiated six years ago, with our first ' ICA­
RAGUA STORY. We have kept the POTLIG H T OF TRU T H focused precisely 
on target. \ \ -e can share in some part the greater s uccess of Sr. Agustin Vanegas P., 
Director of -icaragua's Ph ilatelic Agency. It was his driving force, with the same single 
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purpo e as our own. that brought to a complete finish in :\'icaragua the disgraceful traffic 
in fraudulent stamps and cancellations. W e can be su re that our help has provided pro­
tection for the collector of the future. 

Control of stamp trade within our own countr~r is a matter for us here a t home. 
If we can do as well as Sr. \ ' anegas and his government we shall have equalled the best. 
I th ank personally all directors and members of AERO PH ILATELI T 1:'\C. who 
have extended to me their confidence and the privilege of contributing so much to the 
printed record of ~ icaraguan philately. 

Everything for the Stamp Collector 

NlW 
t9)A 

IDfllON 

' lYUTT- FOi lltl 
fl.wt COl.UCTOI" 

ie. I MAUil ' (0. tOffll ti MAU 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. 

In this valuable catalog you wil l find '' Every­
thing for the Stamp Collector"-beautifully 
illustrated. clearly described, priced to save you 
money! Catalog in:ludes profusely illustrated 
listing of Un ited States Postage and Airmail 
Stamps: some amazing Special Offers for ad­
vanced stamp collectors; Complete Outfits for 
Beginners ; Albums, Supplies & Accessories, etc. ; 
and information on " How to Collect Stamps." 
Interesting special offers on approval also en­
closed for your inspection. Send for your copy 
today! Enclose 1 Oc to help defray postage and 
hand I ing costs. 

19 Transit Bldg. BOSTON 17, MASS. 

The World's Largest Stamp Firm 

THE AIR~1AIL BAG 

( L'llffrr this lirodi11g o rrgulnr frn turt will bt rt/fl with corrt1fJ011tft11u from ,lftmbl'rs. 
X nmtt i11 full will br 111tt! u11lt1s tt contrary rt'Qllf'St is spuifirt! wlim n corrt1fJ0111!t11t 
will ht itlt11 tifinl by 111itinls 011 1)'. ' otlii11p 1111sig11t'll will bt uutl.) 

Aero Philatelists has produced swell publications, but I suggest writing up other countries 
than Nicaragua, which has caused controversy in the press, as your Cone articles are challenged. 

Warren H. Triechler No. 200 

Ri{!ht. Richard ;\. Cone' :\icaragua article have been challenj!ed, but the rebuttals 
emanated almost c\clusively from one ou rce, the hou e orj!an of a stamp dealer published 
occasionally. 

1'\cithcr Aero Philatelist's puhlications nor :\ I r. Cone has cho en to refute the chal­
lenj?e~ for a number of rea on . Perhap. the most important one is to be found in the 
' icaragua article in chis number of Tiil! AERO Plltl.ATELIST A:s':s'At.S. hould any one from 

now on persi. t in claiming that no reprint of the 1932 commemorative exi t, show him 
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the illustrations of the seized tamps and heets. As for fake cancellations, you can see 
for your elf what the Government of ]'; ica raj!;ua found and then destroyed. 

Tt is important to point ou t now that the challenges to our Nica ragua articles were 
based to a i:reat extent upon opinions and letters of two former stamp dealers in Nica­
rairua. the la te R. E. flnrdi11g of :\l anagua and Ricnrtlo Contreros o f Granada. The 
raids, se izures and o the r acts by the Government of ]\ icaragua in 19·2 disclo es the activi­
ties of these two for a ll to know. 

'Withou t boasting. AERO PHlLATELlST can feel exceptionally proud of the role 
it played in the clean-up of this fraud. ft has served philately well. 'Would that more 
countries follow rhe example of :\ icaraj?ua. Then philately's cancer, the distribution of 
faked material. will be removed. 

I think that Aero Philatel ists has issued one of the greatest philatelic magazines ever 
produced. Congratulations! Also I am grateful for the many timely warnings about counter­
feit stamps and fa ke cancellations. But may I suggest that you describe how to tell the good 
from the bad. Otherwise how I can know them? 

C. N. R. No. 210 

Your suggestion brings up a maner most troublesome for philatelic writer . \¥e 
admit the omis ion of tiJ?mati allowing one to di tinguish between the genuine and the 
counterfeit. But this is done deliberately and with a specific purpose. 

The philatelic expert so often can spot a fake because the counterfeiter i not well 
versed in philatelic knowledge. The faker's ignorance is his undoing. There have been 
many instance when an article desc ribing in detail a counterfeit has allowed the faker 
to rectify his mistakes and reissue a better job. So it is obvious that the di do ure of 
informa tion 0 11 counterfeits harm the very ones to protect, the collectors, while aiding the 
one whose activities should be eliminated. 

Any author. \\·ho enjoys sharinj! his knowledge with his fellow collector , dislikes in 
principle to withhold any helpful information. But in the matter of counterfeits and 
rep rints, this seems to be the best course to pursue. There are times when certain 
knowll'clgc musr be j?Uarded ca refully. 

TWO HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE 
In 1950 and 195 1, AERO PHILATELISTS distributed to its members and then sold to 

the public two exceptionally informative handbooks on some of the most interesting and 
historical air mail stamps ever issued. A small supply is still available for any one interested. 
When ordering, please send cash to: 

Aero Philatelists, Inc. 

1 860 Broadway 

New York 23, N. Y. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet with the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional illustrations offers information 
which few know about our fi rst air stamp. Price 50c. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the 
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations. 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world . 
Price $ 1 .00. 
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FAKING CANCELLATIO S 

It is hoped tha t the disclosures about fake c:mcellacions, as described in the Nicaragua 
a rticle in this number of THE AERO PH I LA TELi ST A:-.NALS, will come to the a t tention of 
all plii/alt /ists i11ltrl'lll'd i11 co11u ls a11d postal marli11g1. 

The faking of po tal markings of all sort has been as old as philately itself. I t is 
not a trickery peculiar to the stamps of ~ icaragua nor to air s tamps. Any competent 
tudent in philately will acknowledge that the study and detection of fake cancellations is 

much more difficult than o f counterfeit of s tamps. There are many reasons for this. 
First of all. government arc mainly intcrc red in protecting their revenue by guarding 
against the counterfeiting of stamp". Once a stamp ha performed it dut)' and has been 
obliteraterl against re-use, the government 's interest is sl ight. Then a printed tamp is 
much easie r to study than a cancel where often only a mall portion appear on a tamp. 
And finall)•, the best philatelic reference collection have far more control material pe rtain­
ing to the tamps than to cancel or postal markings. 

Consequent!)•, the student of cancellat ions proceeds usually by the deductive method. 
eldom doe the s tudent have first-hand evidence of the actual device and method used 

for cancella tion by eithe r the po. t office or the fake r. In read he tudic the lettering, 
the numerals. the ink and the shape or fo rm of a particular marking. Furthermore. he 
trace and records the period of use. Armed \\ ith all thi data co rralled only by a long 
and thorough carch, he draws his conclu ions. 

Therefore, the eizures made in =" ica ragua arc most revealing to the student of can­
cellation.. They ''open the book" and sli ott• how tlit ro1111lerfeiler fJ/ ctmuls operated, 
omcthin(? rarely di closed to philately. 

The most commonly-held theory about a fake po cal marking i that a complete rub­
her tamp copied from the original cancelling device ''as used. But the practice was not 
folio" ed in :-.. icnrngua: no rubber hand tamp "ere used. The method of faking em­
ployed i one tha t is not remembered a" having been dc~cribed in any prcviou philatelic 
wrmng. I t i so practica l th at one must wonder if th i particular method of faking 
cancel ma) not have heen an old practice and much more widespread than a rubber­
"tamp. 

The illu t rntion on paite ~3 how thc eized cancelling device in the ccnter. 
One hould notice that the) consi"t of ltt•o ~cparare part . One i the large tt•oodtn dies 
U3Ctl fo r the outer frame portion of the cancel. The imprcs ion made from ome of 
these are <ho" n in Figures 7, and 1 t ro 22 of the :\1icarngua a rticle. uch n wooden 
die no doubt deteriorate ' lower than one of rubber. Be. ide it can give longer ervice 
and clearer "harpne s hccau e a rubber,tamp pread after u e. In order to upply a 
specific datr for the center of the cancel. the fake r had mnde ma ll letter anti numerals 
in rorl. A tudy of this method "ill how that is much more practica l and economical 
than a single rubber handstamp. 

Another disclo ure made in the '.\ icaragua mid i the finding of several genuine dies 
among the counterfeit de, ice.. ~o doubt the faker secured the genuine one from a postal 
emplo\'Ce by briber} or through theft. Thi. offer a greate r challenge to the philatelic 
tudent. Yet even a deception u"illl! <ome genuine dies is not foolproof and a philatelic 

expert nn cancellations often can spot the illegal u e of j?Cnuine die. 
And nO\\ for a word of caution to the collecto r. \Vhether he tudie po cal mark­

ing or not, he should rea lize the philatelic problem hc faces. or cour e, a collector 
eeking u ed becau e they a re chenpcr than unu~cd ha little cau e to worry. The col­

lector who fa ll s prey to the counterfeiter of cancels is the one who want used copies 
only. and pays a higher price for them than for an unused copy. In this country, the 
normal upply and demand situation makes the mint tamp the more expensive. \Vhen 
one notice that u ed copie are cqunl anti e pecially more than the prices of mint, this 
clearly indicates a very «hort upply of cancelled copies. To meet this demand, the faker 
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of cancellations and his agen ts oblige collector . Consequently, the collector of used only 
must realize that he is in a highly pecialized field. It is almost demanded of him that 
he become a tudent of cancellations and postal rates. The ordinary space-fi ller is not 
fortified. He can be fooled time and again by fake cancels. Realizing the dangers inherent 
\\ ith cancellations. the a\•erage collector should take the proper precautions to protect 
him elf. ( H. M. G.) 

Scott Catalogue, 1954, Part I 

\T olume 1 of the 19-~ Standard Postage Stamp Cata logue was distributed ea rly in 
eptember. 1953. This covers, as usual, the America and the British Commonwealth 

of :\ ation . The publisher with the many new stamps have been able to keep the ize 
of the work to S~o pages against 832 for the 1953 edition. 

[n reviewing this olelr from the aero-philatelist' point of view, the first matter to 
con ider i the changes, if any, in Ii ting . The most important one i the deletion of the 
carce ::'\icaragua Earthquake stamp former!}' listed as C13. A footnote after thi 1932 

Issue reads now as follows:-";\ o. 2 with 2oc surcharge was privately produced and not 
decreed or issued hr the government." The Aero Philntrlist News dated April 1 and 
i\lay 1, 1953 had an art icle about this stamp. Lt is advised that our readers acquaint 
themselves with the fu ll particulars from this tud}'· 

Also there have been two ne"· additions, one in ~icarai:tua, the other in Panama. 
Tn 1938. Panama urcharged sramp to commemorate the Opening of the Aguadulce 
:'\ ormal chool. The set of two airmail~ con ist of a 7c on 3oc ( C12) and an Sc on 
15c (C7). The numbers of these stamps arc Scott C·3A- B. The icaragua addition is 
two ~ liniature heets each containing fou r different stamps making a total of eight 

= Cl -6 
r- Cl -6 
= Cl -6 
=t Cl -6 
=C1-8 
= C1-8 
=C1 -8 
= C1-8 
= C1-8 

(Continued on next Page) 

ISRAEL AIRS 
Spo.cial (JlffevWuµ 

cpl. set mint .............................................................. .. .... $ 
cpl. set mint with tabs ................................ .. ................. . 
cpl. set on offic. FDC ................................ .. .... .... ........ .. 
cpl. collection of 26 di ff. PLATE = blocks of 4 .......... .. 
cpl. set mint (TABA issue ) ... .. ..................................... .. 
cpl. set mint with tabs ................................................... . 
cpl. set on offic. FDC ..................................................... . 
cpl. set in blocks of 4 tabs ............................. .............. . 
cpl. set in PL. = bl. of 4 .......................... .................... .. 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS • & 1- ST DAY IN STOCK. 

1.65 
2.75 
3.50 

85.00 
.70 
.90 
.85 

3.25 
3.50 

PENNY BLACK ST lUIP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Baye r, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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tamps in al l. T hey commemora te the 75 th A nniversary of P ostal Service in Nicaragua 
and are listed under C221 B to C221 K as tamp and then as C221 F and C22!l\1 as 

heet . 
' Ve belie\•e that the indu ion of these item are a continuation of a tep in the right 

direction, but only an indication of an encouraging trend. There are other stamp , in the 
opinion of this reviewer. which warrant listinl? to make the catalog more comprehen ive 
and complete. ~ l ore about this after we have tudied and reviewed Part 2 after it has 
appea red. 

It is very gratifying to report that t lt f tu11d of airmail priru, as shown in this 11ew 
nlitio111 is drfi11it rly up. This advance does not occur in a few isolated instance but is 
found ronsistt'flt/y tltrouqltout tltr t •olumr. This general trend of raising price was done 
with used as well a mint stamps. A few e~amples picked at random follow. 

The G. . Zepps (C13-1- ) have been increased to $1r for the mint and $11 used, 
a rai e of $7. -o and $6. -o respectively. Ecuador C8 moves up from $27. o to Sr. ~Iexico 
has many increa e in price. The DePinedo of :\ewfoundland has been raised '50 u ed 
to $6-o. The first airmail is ue of :--cw Guinea has gone from $+8 to S6o mint and 
from to $70 usetl. The later 1932-3+ i sue has been priced upward in a imilar 
rroportion. Papua 's 1938 set move from $6.7- to $8.7 mint and from $8 to $11.25 
used, while the 1939-+1 issues have been increased similarly. ruguay' 1928 Pegasus 
et has jumped from $98.50 to $12+.50 both mint and u. ed. The 1933 Pan American 

Conference set of two increased from ,'10 to ~ 12 both way,,. ~lany denomination of the 
193~ issue were raised . notably the 5 peso (C82) from ,'1; to $20 mint and u ed. The 
O ... carr issue of 1939-+1 . the 10 pe•os (C101 ) has gone up from $+2.1;0 to So mint and 
$17.~o to :22.;o u ed. 

This si1?nifies to us that much thou{(ht had been l?iven to the pricing of the airmail 
>tamps in thi,, cat:tlol?. It i especially noticeable with the used prices. \Ve believe that in 
this respect no ot'hcr cata log has shown the pro!!'res:< nor 1:a11 appruad1 the accuracy and 
ca reful pricing. A j!eneral but inaccurate pa t cu tom of catalOJ? has been to price a 
used stamp automatically and constantlr at a fraction of the unu ed price. But in the 
case of a limited or ,hortlived i-.sue. it j, often the rever e. p to now we think that no 
catalog has taken the proper amount nf ca re and _tudy to really appraise the value of 
m•ed ~tamp, b~ them,elve~. nut al\\ ay' in a le .. ser ratio tn mint. 

T n conclusion, \\ e recommend to the airmail tamp collector, especially the pecialist 
interc~ted in used. thi~ new coct cataloJ!. I t shows first of all that the publisher is pur­
uing a more liberal Ii tinJ! policy. This indicates a breakaway from the pa t arbitrary 
tand that coct cook on many issues. \\ hilh deserved :i listing in this important American 

catalog. And second!~. the upsurge in air mail price is very heartening to the collector. 
' \Tc look forn ard \\ ith anticipation to simi lar trends in \ 'olume 2. Staulty R. Rirr. 

What Has Happened to 

H O DURAS 

Scott C21 and C24 ? 

For almo t a quarter of a centur}. the con Catalo!!'ue had listed two very scarce 
Honduras air mail tamps of the 1930 Prm1isional I ue. They were: 

C21 5c on 1oc blue with yrllou1 instead of red overprint. 
C2+ IOC on 2oc yellow brown with uio/rt instead of black overprint. 

62 Oct ober, 1953 



HONDURAS 

The NORMANDY STAMP STUDIO, Inc. 
THE HOUSE OF AIR MAILS EXCLUSIVELY, 

MI NT, USED, SINGLES, SETS and PACKETS 

Suite 800 - Continental Bldg. - 408 So. Spring Street. 

Los Angeles 13, California 

MAdison 6-2277 Cable Address: NORSTAMPS 

"SERVICE TO THE COLLECTOR" 

1953 Price-Check List SOc- Deductible 

A.A.M.S. - A.P. - A.P.S. - A.S.D.A. - N.P.S. - S.P.A. - P.T.S. Ltd. 

\Vhen the 1953 edition of con appeared, it w as found that these two stamps had 
been demoted by a change to minor numbers a follows: 

C21 became C20f 
C2+ became C23e 

And at the end of thi et's lis ting came this statement: 

"The status of 1' os. C20f an<l C23e is questioned".• 

The new ( 195+) edition con tinues this. 

The 19-3 anab ri a catalog lis ts and prices these two stamps a follows: 

.l'o. 28 _ ___ _ $300.00 (no used price) 
:-.:o. 31 _____ '300.00 {no used price) 

T o our knowledl?e nothing has been published in the last ten year by any competent and 
recognized H onduras authority regarding cott C21 and C2+. As a matter of fact, we 
have devo ted ome time to the study of these two stamp . Our best source for re earch 
wa the Luff Rrf ue11ct Collutio11 . Copies of both these s tamps arc in this collection along 
with a few interesting note in the pencilled- handwriting of that famous philatelis t, the 
late l\Ir. John 1' . Luff. :\Ir. Luff happened to have been one of the greatest student of 
H ondura st amp . H e had been in close contact with H ondura when all t11esc carce 
air mails were being issued. Being a ca re ful s tudent, he moved cautiou ly before listing 
any s tamp in the cott catalog of which he had been editor for many yea rs. We feel 

• ;\Ir. J ames B. Hatcher or Scott Publica11on1 informs UI th•l this first • rrcared in the • 9H edition 
when H. C. Clark wu editor, and has been continued. 

{Continued on next Page) 
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certain that had ) J r. Luff known of or held any re ervation about the )e//011J or violet 
overprinb at their time of i suance, he would never had Ii ted them. Furthermore, Mr. 

Luff in tinctively would have examined closely the rea ons for i suing ju t one sheet of 50 
each with a yellow and violet overprint. H e mu t have satisfied him elf that the former 
C21 and C2.i. were legitimate issue of Ilondura before he as igned them to hi catalog. 

In fairnes co the pre enc editor of con , and assuming chat later information had 
been . upplied him questioning the e t\\ o tamps, \\ e believe that he hould have he itated 
before makinj? the al tered Ii tin11;. on these two rn ritie . Prominent air mail stamp col­
lections here and ab road have copie of the former C2 1 and C2.i. for which the owners 
had paid hi(!:h price . And in manr in ranee , they spent additional sum to . ecure a 
Certificate of Genuinene. s from an e'pert committee. 

The chanj?e made h} cott la<t year ha. eriously lowered the value of these two 
scamps. ;\ J aking them minor number' praccicall} remove all demand fo r them by new 
collector~. Once a tamp loses its ~catu. a a major number, the demand for it practi­
cally cease . 

Jn no ~ense of capciousnes . we speak out aJ?ain. t such a cataloj?" policy. ' Vhcn a 
tamp has het>n accepted for ~ear because ot it- caralo11; listinj!, its removal or change 

from a major tn minor number is inad,•i ... able, unles the evidence is very tron11; and there 
arc insistent demand from many collectors' circles. A long-accepted stamp, a a rule, 
should remain unchanged in a ca talog. uch alterations hurt the very people whom a 
con cicntious editor i striving to help. 

The bulk of the tock of stamp like Hondura~ C21 and C2.i. are in collections. ' Ve 
arc sure that very few, if any. are in dealer hands. Consequent!}', the present owner of 
the e two H onduras stamp automatically suffer a . eve re financial lo when the cott 
catalog made ir change~. ( H. ,lf. G.) 

AZERBAIJA 

The June, 19·3 " upplemenr w the anabria Air Post Catalogue" on page 20 had a 
N rw Listinq of specia l intere t to u~. Two ets of overprint , one n ct of ten, the other 
one of three, no\\ ha\'e j?one into the anahria catalog. The ha. ic tamps used "ere the 
1938 air mail <eries of I ran ( Per<ia). ~l::in) of the~e l raninn air tamp were over­
printed durin(!: 19.i.6 and 19-1-7 for use in the northern province of Azerbaijan, ''hen that 
portion of Tran wa• an inrernational pawn between the communi t and non-communi t 

countrie . 
T o our kno\\ ledge. " Thr ,/ rro P/11/ntelist Xrws" ,,.a the 011/J publication in America 

that e\•er wrote ahout rhc c pro,·isional ~tamp,. and that wa back in 19· 1 (. / trfJ Phi­
latc/1t1 Xm·s, \'ol. \'I pp. 30-31 ). 

Our published info rmation. which "a• bn•ed upon careful resea rch nlonl? with docu-
mentation ,upplied hr ;\Ir. crebrakian. differ~ in t\\ o re. peel from the ne\\ anabria 
listing, as follows: 

1. The P o•tal Direct ive. from Azerbaijan •how that the i. ues were made in 
1946-.i.7 and not 19:;0. the incorrect 1late a<signed hr the anabria ca talog. 

2. The (!:realer portion of the stamps examined in preparation of our article for 
print were cancelled copie , man) on piece~ of cover. The anabria cat alo(!: price the 
. tamp. unu ed onl) . 

~Ir. R. J. Lyon, editor of anabria, a~sure u th at the 
rectl) when it is chronicled in the forthcominl? 19-.j. edition. 

ue would be Ii ted cor-
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CANAL ZONE 

Airmail Officials 

Discovery of "Type 3" 

Br L. W. CHARLAT 

According co Scott and Sanabria li~tinl?S, there are onlr two varieties of the Airmail 
Official overprints, Scott's Trpe 2 and 2A, viz: 

Trpe 2 -"PANA:\IA CANAL" measures 197'2 mm. 

Type 2A-"PANA:\IA CAi'\AL" measures 17 mm. 

As a matter of fact, there i a tltird IJ' />t'. It is from an entirely different setting 
which shows a width of 19 mm. for "PANA:\IA CANAL" and some minor distinctions. 

First Reference to "Type 3" 

In the "Arro Pltilattlist Neu•s" of April I , 1949, this writer tated: 
" It is evident th at a rectified or entirely new etting i currently being employed, since 

an examination of a sheet of the 6c denomination shows the third horizontal row identical 
with the re t of the pane. Also, stamp :'.\o. 45 has the "0" of "OFFfCfAL" directly over 
the second "A"' of " PA:'.\A~IA" and stamp :"o. 50 has a 1 mm. spacing after the " " of 
'PANA IA"". ubject :'.\o. 50 is better de cribed a having the first "F" of "OFFC­
CIAL" directly over the second "A .. of · 'PA:-.1A~IA". 

CANAL ZONE POSTAGE 

Type 3 "PANAMA CANAL" 19mm. 
Subiects :44, 45, 49 and 50. 
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CAN.dl ZONE 

trangely overlooked at tha t t ime, w as the 19 111111. size of "PANA:\IA CANAL" 
w hich so clea rly differentiates this setting and ugge t a "T >•pe 3" classification. 

The alignment varieties on subjects ~ o. +· a nd ~ o. ·o a re pecul ia r to "T ype 3" alone. 
It w ill be recalled that T ype 2 ( 1 91~ mm.) setting ha the whole thi rd horizontal row 
w ith the "0'' of "OFFICIAL" over the">:" of "PA 'A~ IA". 

I have never ~ccn any alignment va rieties of T ype 2A ( 17 mm.) and it is very 
doubtful the re a re any. 

N ew Color S hades 

T he "T ype 3" ( the 19 mm. overp rint ) shows some trik ing sh ade of the basic 
stamps. uch as: 

1 oc reddish orange 
2oc da rk violet 
3oc ro e ca rmine 
+oc hr ight yellow 

in contrast to the ea rlie r colo rs which we re orange, red violet, rose lake and yellow, 
respectively. 

"Type 3": \Vben Issued ? 

Tn my refe rence collect ion, there i · a copy of the roe stamp cancelled " 19+6". The 
6c w as fi rs t printed ~uvembcr 1 • • 19+8 and th is denomination come in "T ype 3" only. 
D efinirely the last settinj!. "T ype 3" prohahly appea red in 19+6. By chance, l have a 
posta lly used block of the 6c showinl! a ra ther heavy worn impression. It is cancelled 
" Balboa H eights C . Z . D ec. q . 19· 1" only a few days before the stamp became obsolete. 

"Type 3" in Mint Condi tion 

This T ype ,, ... ~ used during a period of about five years until the discontinuance of 
the "Official " . T herefo re ir may be assumed th at nothing but "T ype 3" were in the 
mint stamps released in 1952. This T ype is found posta lly used and in cancelled-co­
order condition as w ell. 

Type 2 and 2A Mint ? 

\ Ve a rc forced to fa ll back on po~tally used or the cancelled- to-o rde r specimens of 
T ype 2 and 2A. because mint copie · w ere never law fully obta inable and it is bel ieved none 
were in the release of 19 ·2. 

This is the fou rth and probably last repo rt on my study of Canal Z one air ma il 
officials but future discove ries may cill fo r further addi tion to the va rieties of th is 
inte resting issue. 

66 

DON'T FOR GET 

THE MEMBERSHIP CONTEST 
Many val uable prizes - First Prize a complete set of the United States 

Graf Zeppe lin Issue wi ll be awa rded. 

Get New Members 
and wi n some desi rable a ir mail s tamps. 
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EW GUI EA SENII-OFFICIALS 

There is a set of t\\ o Zeppelin emi-Official stamps listed in the 
as :\ew Guinea :\'os. 501-2. The stamps are carce, being priced in the 
this ca talog at S 1 50.00 for the pair.• 

lilif> · I :J .. . . 

ILi 

anabria catalog 
19-3 edition of 

A block of four of the 1 Mark black, blue and red (Sanabria No. 5021 . This comes from the 
lower righ t corner of the sheet having the plate numbers in both red and blue. This is an. 
unusual piece, multiples of these extremely scarce Semi-Officials are seldom seen. Photo by 
the courtesy of H. R. Harmer Inc. 

The German publication " Dir L11/1po11", n litl'll br Ku rt Dali111a1111, in its :\J ay, 1953 
number ·upplicd some historical back1?round about thi et. ince \•cry little information 
has been published. '' e have had this article translated into English, as follow : 

"COLLABORATIO:'\ OF GER~IA:'\ A IRWAY 

WITH OTH ER CO - ~TRIE PLA::"\:'\EO 

FORTY YEAR AGO." 

" Tn connection with tl- e impending re-open ing of German commercial air line and the 
neces~ary collabora tion with avia t ion companies in other countrie~ u ing this method of 
transportation. ic will be inte restinJ? to learn that , uch an Air-Combine had been planned 
before \\"orld \ Var I. Thi was the English-German-Dutch Air 'urvcying Expedition 
to :-\c'' Guinea. 

"This is known to aerophilatelists br Germany's issue of the 2 pf. and 1 :\ lk. tamps 
which have become recently more popular and which have also been bringing high price 
at auctions. 

•The pair was lisied lirat in the 1941 anabria, but " 11 unrriced. It remained like this in the seven 
succeeding edi1ions throuch 194 . 

Jn the 19;0 edition, • price o( • 1 ;o for 1he pnir "as li51ed. The urlier edition had t1ted th1t 
"So far only 1hrec copies of the 2 Pfenni1< 111d t\\O copict of the 1 ~l nrk hnvr been disco\Cred". The 
1950 ond 19n editions nhercd this 10 rend 1hnt "sc,·crnl •cl hn\e nrrearcd on the market". 

Thi• statement can be amended further or deleted. because more t han ",e,·cral •cu" ha,•e appeared on 
the market recentl). The exact amoum has nol been tabulated or mnde kno\\n, These stamps, however, 
•till ere \· er~ dc•ir1ble and rellti\·el~ carce Scrni-Official airma11J . 
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NEW GUINE,J 

" Before me is a rare brochure printed in Berlin a t the beginning of 19q which tells 
in 36 pages how the Expedition was to be planned and financed. The costs of the Air­
ship and the Expedition were to be met by pledges and gifts. The Airship was to go to the 
World's Fair at San Francisco. It was expected that it would be the highlight of the 
1915 Exposition. l\lail and passengers we re to be taken aboard; even the issuance of 
Air \lail post cards was planned. 

"The income from mail and passengers, as also that from sightseers, was to cover 
the fundamental costs of the real objective of the enterprise. After the Exhibition, the 
Airship was to be taken and stationed at New Guinea where it was to make a survey of 
the unknown lands. 

"The island of Kew Guinea, which is even larger th an the German Reich in extent, 
then was a divided Dutch-English-German Colonial possession. With the flight surveys 
the economic development of the Territory was to proceed apace. 

" Influential personalities in the three count ries, viz.-England, Holland, German)1-

fo rmed a Committee in their respective countries fo r the common undertaking. The sixty 
names of the German Committee listed in the brochure gave a strong indication that the 
venture could have achieved success. The majority of the members were known to have 
given of their funds for the needed research and other aspects of the venture. 

"At the top of the list was the great supporter of aerial communication, the Grand­
duke of H esse and bei Rhein. Other associates were Duke Friederich von \ I eclclen­
berg ; Prince of Thurn and Taxis ; P aul Graetz, African Explorer and leader of the 
Expedition ; Dr. Lanz-\l annheim; Professo r Berson ; Prof es or Sueh ring. the holder of 
the \Vorld Record in a Free Balloon; Geheimrat Dr. Lingner; Arthur Bleich roeder, O tto 
H enkel-\ Viesbade, Commerce \Iinister H oesch and others. 

The outbreak of \Vorld \ Var T halted the project; but the plan should be valued as 
pioneer idea for collaboration in aerial activity. 

'' Pn11/ H e11le, F/iglil Cnplni11." 

AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS - VOL. 1 - 5 
LIM ITED EDITION BOUND VOLUMES 

A l1 m1ted edition of 50 books of Volumes 1 through 5 of THE AERO PHILATELIST'S 
NEWS has been bound in beautiful red fabrikoid with gold lettering. The aerophila telic 
information available covers many years of intensive research by the world's leading authori­
t ies and is a priceless reference work. 

A review of this book shows. in addition to over 2,000 progress reports on coming issues, 
new issues and chronicles of air mail stamps, over 250 philatelic research articles on the air 
ma il stamps of more than 100 different countries. 

More than 30 students of aero-philately have contributed these fact-filled articles, which 
no serious collector of air mail stamps can afford to be without. Many hitherto mysterious 
and incomplete reports on air mail issues have been cleared up and brought up-to-date by 
indefatigable research. 

In add1t1on to the 2,000 progress reports and 2!)0 research articles. the book contains 
over 50 General Articles on aero-philately and about 20 book and catalog reviews. 

The book consists of 432 pages, plus 6 index pages. 

Anyone interested in a copy of this handsome work, remit to Jules L. Wacht, 521 Fifth 
Avenue. New York 17. N. Y .. his check along with the exact instructions for the printing of 
his name on gold letters on the outside cover. The price is $20.00 to members and $30.00 to 
non-members. 

Single copies of back numbers of THE AERO PH I LA TELi ST'S NEWS are available at 
25c each. For these, please remit to Aero Phi latelists, 1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 
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ERO PHIL TELIC HOWCA E 

PHILIPPI ES' lfADRID-1\IA ILA ISSUE 

The "Broken Wing" Variety is Position r o. 89 
" Tiu • .J 1 ro Philntrlist X tu•s" ( \ " ol. 111 ~ o~. 23-2~. \ " ol. I\' '\ o. 1) contained a 

comprehen~ive article on the 1926 '.\lad rid-'.\ I anila is~ue of the Philippines. On page 2 

of Vol. I\', a paraj!raph wa devoted to a mo t interestinl! variety, which has been 
hunted in and out of rhe anabria and con Air Post tamp catalogs a if it were in a 

revolvinl! door. pecific reference as to what i philatelically known a the " Brokr11 
Tl 'i11g" variety. This is rhac overprint where one blade of the propeller is mis ing. 
Perhaps a more cle~criptive rerm would he the " Broken Propeller", but since " Broken 
'Wing" is the e~tablishecl philatelic term, there is no great need now for a change. 

"T/11 • .Jero Pltilntdist .\"eU's" article contradicted the previous tuclies of Philippine 
philatcli~rs . . uch a the late \\7alcer Bruggmann of '.\ Janita, ''ho had located chi " Broken 
\\' inl!" variety a' occurring in position ;\o. 89 in the heet. \\'e had plated it as position 
'\ o. 8 and '0 recorded it. 

\Ve "ere "rong and a correction i~ neces. an. Tlte corrut position is )_r o. 89. 
Prooi of this can be found on the accompanyinj! illustration. The block of 6 sho,, the 
end of rhe heet "ith the straight-edge marj?in. The " Broken \Vinl!" can be een next to 
po ition ;\o. 90 on the edge of the heet, nor two a" ay "hich would make it :\ o. 88. 

Our thank~ of '.\ I r. Herbert Bloch of II . R. ll arme r Inc. for calling this to our 
attenlion and ah.o to the H . R . H armer organi..:ation for allowing us to photograph chi 
piece for i llu ~trntion. 

1' 
The arrow points to the " Broken Wing" variety obviously posi tion No. 89, not No. 88. 
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HISTORY REPEATS ITSELF 

Back in the pring of 1919 on the island of .\'rw/0111ulla11tl, there had been a few 
British plane> ready to compete fo r the honor and the prize of being the lir t to cro s 
the Atlantic Ocean non-stop. It was a keen competition. 

The aero-philateli>t, a a result of thi even t , has been favo red with two noteworthy 
stamp. of .\"e" fou nd land. The OP\\ ith Company' plane was piloted by H awker, after 
whom one of the rarest air mail scamp is named. The Vicker Company plane had 
Alcock and Brown a it pilots. They f!3Ve u :\ ewfoundland anabria ~o. 8, cott C2. 
Of course, we know that H awker failed just short of the j!;oal. while Alcock and Brown 
won the £ 10.000 prize fo r the first non-stop T ransatlantic Right. 

L ate in eptember, 19 3 world new-; reminds u> aj!;ain of this opwith-Vickers 
competition of 1919. ;\ ews dispatches told of the new jet fij!;hter speed record by pilot 
~ eville Duke. The record-breaking plane, built hy the now-called "The H awker 

iddeley Group, Ltd.", but still headed by ir T. 0. :\J. opwi th of 1919 fame, is called 
the HA\\"K ER Hunter. named after the late great aviato r, H a rl") G. H awker. One 
read~ tha t the newly-escablished sreed record i, to be challenj!ed by a rival British air­
c raft concern. VICKER -Armstronf!. Ltd. It would be coincidencal if the Vicker -Arm­
. trong Company called one of its jct fil!h tc r planes "The Alcock". 

llawkrr \•e r us f"irkers aj!;ain in 1953; this is ''here we came in! (H . JI . G.) 
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ERO PHILATELISTS. INC' • 

BRO DWAY EW YORK 23 . Y. 
19 ...... . . 

To AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

·~' -'-· -·~~· I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELI STS, Inc. (check type 
MEMBERSHIP of membership desired I. Annual dues are remitted herewith and are to be refunded to me 
A~PLICATION it my application 1s not accepted. 
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0 COLLECTOR MEMBER '" ...... .................................... DUES $5.00 per annum 

0 DEALER MEMBER .............................................. DUES $5.00 per annum 

NAME ...... . ......... .. .. ............................................... .. ·················································· 
ADDRESS ·············································· .............. ······························································ 

Street 

............................................................ ······································································ 
City, Town or Village Zone State 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALIZING IN 

.................................................................................................................. 

······························································································· 
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE 

REFERENCES 
NOTE : The By-Laws of the Society require each applicant to furnish references as to his 
character and financial respons1b1l1ty. Full address and business should be given in each case. 

1. Bank Reference ......................................... ....... ....................... .......... ... ... .. ..................... . 

Address ................................ ................................................................................. ...... .... . 

2 . Character References : 

Name ............................................................................................................................ 
Address 

Name 

Address 

3. Ph ilatelic References : 

Name ............................................................................................................................... . 

Address 

Name 

Address 

EXTRACTS FROM BY- LAWS, ARTICLE Ill- MEMBERSHIP 
Any person of good character interes ted in Aero- Phila tely, over the age of twenty-one, 

of good moral character , and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. 
Application for membersh ip shall ce in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues on 
the basis o f $5.00 per annum. 
Collector Members : 

Only Collectors are eligible for this class o f membership. 
Only Collector Members vote or hold office. 

Dealer Members : 
Only Dealers are eligible tor this class of memberstup. 
On!y Dealer Members may advertise in the Society's publications. 

Your check for annual dues must accompilny this application. 
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F CT BO T ELL . G OUR T MP 

• Public Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conducting sales for over 25 years and our 
efficient, up to date . PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the 
maximum in results. 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal 
advances pending sa le . Expert supervision of all material 
by experienced philatelists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Phila­
telic Properties privately. where this method is preferred. 
Our advice. backed by over 25 years of ethical dealing is 
<1t your service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections , 
Accumulations, Rarities, etc. 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY CIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN I 2 West 46th Street 
' nc~ NEW YORK 36 N. Y. 

Telephone : LUxemburg 2 - 2393 

0 -T T NDING AIR TAMP RARITIE 

UXfTED TATE S•·oU l't' 16A 
CHOCOLATE BROWN - AIR LETTER SHEET ERROR 

95 ONLY DISCOVERED - PRICE $125.00 

LJBER IA Sanabria ~Uln 

25c ASHMON AIR 

CENTER INVERTED 

80 ONLY EXIST 

PRICE $125.00 
i (/I 8111 A f 'r r 1 FrU' uf tin Abot•r ilrr S uw ill Prtt•ot r Colfrrt1rws. 

Order by Air, Telegraph, or Telephone to Assure Delivery 

John W. Nicklin 
110 WEST 42N D STREET 

Pioneer of Aero Philately 

NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

O rtobrr , 1933 



CfJpil'I of Colombifl C I, i11rlutliug tltr rare srrif s flflrirty, C Ta 

GREAT IR POST AUCTIO 

October 26, 27, 28ct 
The Latin merican portion of the 

" ir Lindsay ~ Yerard" CoHection 
o/Jrrrd by or1frr (JI P. A. tr. 11. Et•rrarrl, F.sq. 

11/ Rntrli/Jr Ila/I, l rirrstrrsltiu, E11gln11tl 

Replete '' ith the big rarities. including many unique and 

near-unique items. 

pecialized CoHection of C olo1rnbia cadta I ssues 

R rui1•1•tl from Lati11 Amrrirn anti o/Jrrrrl by ortlrr (JI 

the bwr/irinrirs 

lncludinl?; the items illustrated above, complete sets of the 

1920 multi-colo r issue, unu ed, used and on covers, rarer 

late r items, etc. 

CoUection of fr Post Issues on C o '\•ers 
o/Jrrl'll by ordrr of } . 11!. Gi/111011 fl/ Cini C111•r, 1 . Y. 

Rush your request for a copy of the outstanding, fully illustrated auction catalogue. 

H. R. Harmer, Inc. 
Internatio11al Stamp Auctioneers 

32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 
The balance of the " Sir Lindsay Eve rard'• Collection will be sold by H. R. Harme r, 
Ltd ., 41 New Bond Street, London, W . 1 .• England on October 19, 20. An airm;iil 
request to them for the catalogue will re ceive immediate attention . 



SANABRIA 
The Complete Air Po t Catalog 

The most informative, concise and accurate 
book of its kind 

Lists and prices all air stamps, including semi-official 

issues and also errors, varieties 

Air Rate Stamps Postal Stationery 

Air Letter Sheets 

Proofs Essays Specimens 

1953 Edition $4.75 post free 

(wi th June supplement - complete to Apri l, 1953) 

No Aero Philatelist can collect Air stamps without 

SANABRIA 

" Sanabria 's Air Post & British Empire News,, 
A Catalog Supplement - $2.00 a Year 

AB RIA BLUE RIBBOr 
ew I ue ervice 

Dependable - Economical - Complete 
ask for free folder 

NICOLAS S ABRIA CO", Inc" 
A. MEDAWAR, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


