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nomical way. Write for folder giving full 
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in very limited quantities and usually not obtain­
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ERRORS AND VARIETIES : Through our many connections 
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clients. Most of these issues are submitted on our 
New. Issue Service as they appeared, before 
prices increased. 
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further details. 

AUCTION SALES: Our:. l'lext sale now in preparation, 
dates soon to be announced. If you are not on 
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The First Air Mail Issue 

of 

ETHIOPIA 

Prc£ace 

Tr cems to us that the true collcccor of an}rthing is always fascinated by the lesser 
known, the more distant or mystical. This, of course, applies to stamp collecting, although 
the mass might collect nited States issues solely for their market stability. Y ct we 
find many more intrigued by stamps from far-away places than an United States stamp, 
whose theme is o well known. 

Air mail within E th iopia and from that country has a certain magnetism. The story 
of the first air mail st amps from Ethiopia (still called by its old name "Abyssinia" by a 
few in philately) reads in parts like an adventure story. Their supply was always small. 
But judginf? by their current selling price of less th an $2 a set, the demand also must not 
be j?reat. Certainly with a total printing of 11 ,500, the current retail price is low. A 
tamp from the United States. llritish Commonwealth or France with less than 12,000 

issued would be a ramp collector's rarity available only to those with a very liberal 
stamp budget. 

llut there arc very few air mail stamp collections lacking a set of Ethiopia Sanabria 
No. 1-10 or cotr C 1- 10. Although many own this se t, it seems probable that only a 
very few know the to ry behind these stamps. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

An AUCTION SALE this 
f eaturing 

ALL THE PHILATELIC PROPERTIES OF 
the late Mr. W . S. HERNON, 

Member of Aero Philatelists, Inc. 

The highl ights of these properties: 

. prmg 

Unused Air Mails practically complete in sets, and Air 
Letter Sheets. 

U.S. stamps ; 19th & 20th Century 
British Colonials, mos·tly modern 

Foreign General Collections. 
Reserve your illustrated ca talog now. 

~IAX BLOC'D. 505 FIFTH A\'ENIJE, N. Y . 17 
ASDA.. Collectors Club, APS., S.P.A., Aero Phil. 
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Fig. A " first day" cover da ted Aug. 22, 1929 from Addis Ababa. The only backstamps 
are the New York, N. Y. registry dated Jan. 17 and 18, 1930, showing close to five months 
delivery. In manuscript in the lower left is the "Via airmail / 1st flight" notation. But there 
is no Djibouti , French Somal iland nor Dirre-Daoua back.stamp showing that this cover probably 
went via surface means. Nevertheless, a first day cover is scarce. From the LuH Collec11on 
of the Philatelic Foundat ion. 

T he Exact Thitc of Issue Not Known 

ome maintain that these stamp are not air mails in the true ense because they 
never did this specific postal duty. Instead they ' ' ere a commemorative issue in character 
maile simply to mark the acquisition of two airplanes by Ethiopia. With the possession 
of these, Ethiopia had hoped to inaugurate an ai r mail crvice at a futu re date. 

This article hope , wi th one exception, to clear up most of the mysteries abou t this 
issue. :\I uch has been w ritten about the stamp ever ince their first appearance (sec 
Bibliography). A this is examined, )'OU will sec that some previou writings will have 
to be dismis ed a fa lse while other~ can be accepted as authoritative. 

It is true that when the stamps were first placed on , ale, there arc no records of any 
air mail service in Ethiopia. o the conrention abou t not being air mail stamps i correct. 
But the i sue remained on sale and in use fo r almo t rwo years. 'Ve shall show many 
air mail usaj?es within that period so that the fir t air stamps of Ethiopia did lot of air 
mail du ty. Tli t')' au air mail stamps. 

The one my tery remaining is their exact date of issue. )lost all the sources con­
sulted di agree on this. All agree, however, that the date "August 16, 1929" i incor­
pora ted into the box-like overprin t. Some have erroneously t aken th is to signify that 
AuJ?ust 16th was rhe date of issue. This is not so. This August 16th date is a com­
memorarive one included in the overprint simply to mark the date of tlte arrival of tlte 
first airp/a11r Ethiopia 1''1-'t'r owned. 

The more authoritative sources stated that due to mechanical difficulties, the first 
Right took place after August 16, 1929. But when? H ere no one ag rees. For instance, 
H arry E. Huber, generally accepted as an accurate writer on Kew Issues for the old 
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Fig. 2 A first flight cover dated Dec. 26, 1929 from Addis Ababa to Dirre -Daoua with the 
specially prepared etiquette for this inaugural flight . 

" :\l ekeel's Weekly tamp ~ew" \\fote in that publication:-"Placed on sale at Addis 
Aheba(•) on Aul?u t 17. 1929. the stamps were used principally on mail dispatched by 
rail to Djibouti on August 20th". While Douglas Armst rong in the British "Air Post 
Collector" quoted from ' ' the Official Circular" published by the :\Iinistry of Post , Tele­
graphs and Telephone of Ethiopia under the date of August 16th 1929 a follows: 

" ... These stamps will be placed on sale durinl? ten days only, as from tomorrow 
the 17th in tant at the flrinj!; ground, and also over the post office counters. 

"The use of these stamps will only be accepted on correspondence leaving by the 
mail tr:iin on Tuesday Aul?u t 20th." 

' ow here is a tough knot to untie. Both " cott :\l onthl)' J ournal" and "Stamp 
Collec1in1?" quote from a letter of the :\linister of Post~ and Telegraphs, which should 
tall~ in all respects with that office's Circular. But here is what the ~ linister wrote: 

" ... These stamps were available fo r postal?C only one day. for the post leaving on 
the 24rh of Au1?ust. They were sold in secs at the post office windows for severa l days". 

ome years ago there was an air mail column under the byline "Airpost Specialist" 
in "Weekly Philatelic Gossip''. \1hich in 193- wrote: 

"The Plane left Djibouri, French Somaliland on AuJ?:uSt 18th, 19291 at dawn, and 
arri1•cd near Addis Ababa at 1 p. m. The stamps bear an overprint suggestive of arrival 
on chc 16th, hut the plane suffered ~ome difficulty enrouce which delayed arrival two 

da~·-." 

( • )The more 1cccp1cd "ay o( spelling the name of the capital is Addis Ababa . 
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Fig. 3 The backstamp of Dirre-Daoua on the cover shown in Fig. 2. 

~ext the leading air mail catalol?s were consulted. Sanabria give the date of issue 
as August 16, 1929. The old Scott ( 1946 edition) st ated that the stamps were on ale 
from Auitu t 16th to 26th. D. Field ( 1934 ) j?ives the data exactly as the columnist, 
" Airpost Specialist " in " Weekly Phila telic Gossip", leading us to speculate that this 
Briti h ca talog was the source for "Airpost Specialist". The authoritative Champion 
( 1930 edition ) has the fo llowing text notes :- "The se ries was issued to commemorate 
the arrival at Addis Abeba of the first aeroplane owned by the Aby sinian Government. 
The 2.500 t sets were on sale from August 17 to 26 at the Addis Abeba and ae rodrome 
P ost Offices; they se rved for franking covers irreJrUlarly conveyed by the aeroplane from 
Addis Abeba to Dessie and Dire-Daoua ( Abyssinia) and to Djibouti ( omali Coast )". 

Therefore one sees th :1t each refe rence source consulted specified a different date 
between Auitust 16 and 24 a the first day of sale. Even the P. T. T .'s Official Circular 
di agree with an officia l letter from the head of ch:u ~linistry. ome wrote of :i Aight 
from D j ibouti , French Somaliland to Addis Ababa, although most sources maintain the 
first AiJ?ht went the other way from Addis Ababa to Djibou ti. It is our opinion that if 
there was a Aight in August , 1929. it muSt have been from Ethiopia to Somali Coast and 
not the other way. Our rea ons arc two. First of all. if Ethiopia had bought a plane, 
the logical starting point would be from her capital. And secondly, the few covers that 
we examined with an AuJ?ust, 1929 date are all cancelled at Addis Ababa. 

Although the exact first day of sale cannot be determined, the fi rs t day of use may be. 
Fil?. 1 shows one of the few "first flight ' ' covers examined. I t is cancelled Addis Ababa 
August 22, 1929. This is the earliest date seen so far , although earlier ones might exist. 
This cove r is in the famous '·Luff Reference Collection". property of the Philatelic 
Foundation. If ~·ou know the histo ry of this Collection, this cover takes on added sig­
nificance. But look in the lower left corner. There is a two- line manuscript note: " Par 
Avion/ 1er \'ol.," which means " By Air ~Jail 1 t Flight". In those days it was customary 
to backsramp ai r mail to show its quick transit, whether the letter was registered or not. 
The cover is addressed to N cw Yo rk. The route would have been air mail from Addis 
Ababa to Dj ibouti. where it would have been backstampcd, if flown. But there is no such 
backstamp. The only markings on the back a rc the ~ . Y. arrival date, January 17 and 
18, 1930. This cover may have Aown but it lacks the proof that it did. 

There is another factor which causes doubt about air mail back in August, 1929. 
Harry E. H uber wrote the followinl? in "~l ckecl's \Veekly tamp ~cws" : 

"There is no regular air mail service in Ethiopia. Occasionally one of the Govern­
ment planes is sent to D j ibouti, and then a mail is taken. Three days arc required by 
rail. and only a couple of hours b)• ai r. At Addis Abcba an intricate sy tern is used for 
announcinit the arrival or departu re of mails, by the displar on the staff, of a Aag of a 
certain colo r. In the same way, the dispa tch of air mail is ind ica ted". 

t Others tlmtc 1,500 uu. 
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Fog. 4 Another cover flown Dec. 26, 1929 on the first flight from Addis Ababa to Dj ibouti. 

Some Confusion 

Although the exact first day of sale and Aight seems still undetermined, there is no 
doubt that the date "August 16th. 1929" on the overprint is only a commemorative marking 
the arrival of the first airplane in Ethiopia. It docs not necessarily follow that the plane 
left thi very same day with mail. 

But if you enjoy reading a bit mo re philatelic confusion, we shall quote from the 
lead page in the British "Stamp Collecting" of April 19, 1930: 

"Abyssinian Airs 

" Interesting light is thrown upon the circumstances of the special issue of the air 
post stamps made by the Ethiopian Government last year by a recently published account 
of the aerial adventures of Vicomte and Vicomtesse de Sibour. 

" Flying a Gypsy l\loth plane from En1?1and. they reached Abyssinia, but experienced 
great difficulty in securing the necessary permission to proceed. Entrance to the country 
was only granted by the l\ egus on the condition that the Ethiopian Aag was painted on 
the machine and on the conclusion of the trip , King Taffcri was given an opportunity to 
purchase the machine. This option the King decided to exercise. 

" During their stay in Abyssinia, the travellers were invited to carry out an air expe­
dition to Lake Tana, where 30,000 troops were engaged against rebel forces. This was 
ucccssfull)• accomplished in company with ~I. l\ J ailet, a French pilot engaged by the King 

to talce charge of the Abyssinian air force of two planes. Bombs and pamphlets were 
dropped. 
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"On thei r return to Addis Ababa, th e \ ' icomte and \ 'icomtesse were presented with a 
gold coin, specially struck to commemorate the occasion of their visit. 

"Then the Vicomte and \ 'icomtesse were allowed to proceed to Djibouti. 
" \ Ve gather that the stamps were of n similar characte r to the Souvenir Coin thar 

the proceed. of their ale went some wny towa rds defraying the purchase price of the 
Vicomte de Sibour's Gyp y :\foth plane". 

A correction was not lonj? delayed because in " tamp Collecting" of :\fay 10, 1930, 
l\J r. Francis ]. Field, one of Britain's best known air mail dealers, wrote the fo llowing 
" Letter to the Editor": 

"Abyssinian Airs 
"Sir: Your informant regarding avi:nion event in Abyssinia appears to h:ive confused 

both dntes and machines. 
"The ai r commemorative serie~ \\a,. i:->ued Inst August on the arrivnl of the fi rst 

neroplane in the country. This was n French machine, piloted by a Frenchman from 
Djibouti. A second machine was apparently imported . oon afterwards. O ne of the e 
machines era heel in December. when the passenJ!er. the King's uncle, was killed. 

"The ~doth aeroplane, piloted by the \'icomte ibour, did not arrive in the country 
until this spring, and as the privilege of entry was gran ted conditionally that the King­
had the rig-ht to purchase the :\Joth, it was returned to him afte r flying the original 
owner~ to French territory. 

"Thus the medal was st ruck to commemorate the arrival of the third machine, and 
the stamps issued for the first one abou t h. months ea rlier. I enclose a photograph of 
the Official Stamp D eclara tion. dated AuJ!uSt 1929 to prove the point". 

The inclusion of these " tamp Collecting" articles has been done to indicate several 
points. First of all. one can properly say that this long-established weekly British maj!a­
zine "drew a ver}' fast conclusion". But that was the mood of the time. Collectors 
fail~d to understand this first Ethiopia air mail issue. It seemed ludicrous to the western 
philatelist that a country should issue n long set of ten stamps for the acquisition of ju t 

one airplane. ;\J any were prone to condemn just awaiting any oppor tunity to sound off. 
This pirit has not died. and you and I know ever so many of the present day writers 
who seem to relish pouncing on a new issue without j!OOd reasons :ind only with n super­
ficial knowledge. The second point to tress is the actual importance to Ethiopia fo r the 
owner hip of it first ai rplane. The Sibour affair shows how desperately Ethiopia 
wanted to have a few planes for air transport and mail. and to what extreme lengths it 
resorted to try to secure one. One also must remember the t ime in history. Ethiopia 
was beginning to be threatened by chat bully Dictator. :\Jussolini. It, there fo re, had to 
strive s trongly to build up its defenses in the new "Air Age". 

The Air Mail Flights 

At this point, we believe that we shall prove when the ai r mail service commenced. 
It was not in August, 1929. Tiu firs t flight took plnct on Duembrr 26, 1929. This is 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, which show the front and a part of the back of a cover flown 
from Addis Abnba to Dirrc Daoua. Notice the nir mnil etiquette on the bottom of the 
cover ( Fig. 2) . The last line rends: li'r srrvia or first sertiicl' in Engl ish. Although 
this cover is not registered, it carries the " Dirre Daoua" bnckstamp of December 28, 
1929 (Fil!. 3) , substantiating our contention thnt all air mail , registered or not, was back­
s tampcd in those days. 

Huber wrote in " \ I ekccl' " that the first flight took place on December 29. 1929 
when a mail consisting of 229 registered letters, 352 ordina ry letters and 110 post cards 
was flown to Djibouti in a Pothez airplane piloted by :\1. :\J aillet, a French aviator. 
H uber's date is three days late. The first Addis Ababa-Djibouti flight was on December 
26, 1929, the very same day as the Addis Ababa-Dirre Daoua flight. Illustrated is a 
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c1 \t'r provinJ? this ( Fig. ~). It is cancdled Addi Ababa December 26, 1929. It was 
'"nt rt'J?istered to :'\cw York. but notice the la rge two-line handstamp in the upper left 
c1 mt'r read inl,? "Addis-Abeba DJ I BO ·Tl ". The two covers shown in Figs. 2 and ~ 
dt'11nitt'I) . ho'' when the fi r t Aigh t took place. Both are postmarked Duembtr 26, 1929, 
an l '' ith their cachet and etiquette offer the concrete proof needed to show that the mail 
\Hnt \ ia air. 

The First Printing 

The pre•ent day aero-philatelis t notices throuJ?hout the past writi ngs on thi set 
mam points in disaj?reemenr. ome sou rces wrote of a first printing of 1,500 sets. 
Other" J?ive this figure as 2, ·oo. The O fficia l Circular of the P. T. T. states 1,soo sets 
.and rhi~ is the amount that must be accepted. Furthe rmore, some past writers were prone 
111 riticize a printinJ? of 1.500 complete se ts as entirely too small , and implied th at this 

done deliberate!} to further philatelic speculation and profit. We happen to disagree. 
i:"thiopia at tha t time did not have a f!reat nt'ed for many stamp . Huber shows the total 
· ail rnrrirtl was 691 piun un the firs t Aights in D ecember, 1929. ;>\ever having ex­
perit'nced air mail before. the Postal ~ I inistrr in Addis Ababa had no way of fo re ceing 
tht' demand. 

A it turned out. along w ith the philatelic demand. 1.500 sets was far too few. ~ Iany 
"rote of the issue ~eing sold ou t on the fir t dar of sa le in August, 1929. There i no 
r .. a,on to doubt this. But immediately m01e set. were overprinted. This, in ou r mind, 
-.liow• that if philatelic profi t was the motive behind thi~ issue. no additiona l printings 
'uu ld have been made. 

• ..... 

F g. 5 Left: The type of the overprint of the Fl RST printing showing the colon. This item 
s a stamp with the sheet margin both bearing the overprint. Right : A sheet margin of a 

stamp with the more common "Second Printing", lacking the colon. From the Luff Refer­
ence Collec tion . 
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Fig. 6 Samples of the First Printing overprints and the cachet for the first flight. never u:;;ed. 
on the Official stationery of the Ministry of Posts, Telegraphs and Telephones. This historical 
item is in the Luff Reference Collection. 

Lat~r Printings 

) lost all of the reference sources consulted write of a "Second Printinir". :-.one 
specify the dates of the re-issue, hut al mo t all aJ!ree that the "second" printinl! folio" rd 

immediately after the firs t. 
Fortunately for the philatelist, the scarcer F l R T printinl! can be distinl!'.ui hed 

without diffirnlty. O n the First printinJ! a colon ( :) was placed on the bottom line of 
the overprint at the righthand ide. This is shown clearly in F ig. - . The enlarged over­
print shown on the left in this illustration has the colon where the arrow points. But the 
other o\•e rprint hown at the right of Fil!. 5 h:H no colon. Thi is the constant mark of 

all printinl!~ e'ccpt the first. 
Once a1tain we cannot rely on past wr itings to determine the amount re-issued. 

uch reliahle writers like H uber and Field wrote of a second printing of 1,000 complete 
sets. Air mail catalol!'.S. as anahria and cott, 1tive the amount of the econd printing 
as 10.000 complete sets. :"either the writer nor the ca talogs document their ources for 
this information. But we believe that we can explain this discrepancy. At first, it might 
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Fig. 7 A cover flown in March, 1930 showing a la ter use of the stamps. 

-ccm like a typoJ;?raphical error hccausc 1,000 , ct and 10.000 ets can be confused with 
ca•c in print. This is not so. "The Air Post Collector" ha one sentence in its long 
article that mentions additional printinJ;?S in eptember, 1929. This i the key. 

It is our belief that after the fir t printing of 1,500 ~ets. there was more than one 
later printinl?. 'Vhat actually happened was that more stamps were overprinted to 
meet the demand as it arose. It i probable that a econd printing followed immediately 
atter the first in Aui;?ust, 1929. This could have heen the 1,000 set that Huber men­
tioned. But then came a third, fourth, perhaps even a fifth and sixth printing. Until 
the 'tamps were taken off sa le in 1931 , the sum totnl of nil the later pri11ti119s u •ns 10,000 
·w11plrtr uts, which tallie with the catalof! text notes. ~o official papers of the Ethi­

opian P. T. T. have been found givinl? any data about the later printinJ;?S. o our thcor)' 
cannot be proved but it is offered as the most likely explanation. 

Based upon these calculations, you have the figures of the first and the later print­
ine~. which is as follows: 

First Printing 
Later Printings 

Colors of the Overprint 

1,500 sets 
10.000 et 

\\'hen a tamp is O\•erprintcd, the color of the ink u cd for the overprint must be 
-elected with care o that it can be seen and read clearly, being di tinguishablc again t the 
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Fig. 8 The Rome, Italy backstamp on the cover in Fig. 7. The cancels are dated Addis 
Ababa March 15, 1930 and Rome, Italy March 19, 1930. 

color of the basic stamp. o the et of ten had to be overprinted with rwo different 
colored inks. The 18 m, '4 m. 1 m, ~ m, 1 th and 3 th were overprin ted with uioltt. 
The 1 2 m, 2 m, 8 m and 2 th received a rrd ink. 

But this plan was not carried out consistently. The complete set of ten can be 
found either with a violet or red overprint. The cover shown in f'ie;. 2 is franked with 
the whole set in a red overprint, while the illu tration, FiJ?. 7 is a Cl)ver with the set all 
in a violet overprint. 

As to the red and violet overprint , they seem to exi t in about equal amounts and 
are valued at about the ame price. But the is ue comes with the overprint in tltrrt' 
otltu colors-blue, J!reen and black, all of which are much career than the red and violet. 

Blue O verprint 

This blue overprint seems to be little known. l t i. not listed in anabria along with 
the red. violet, J!reen and black. \l ention of it, however, is found in the "Air Post 
Collector" ( \'ol. 2 :'\o. 2) a a "scnru trial i111prrssfo11 i11 blur known on the '/i mehalik 
stamp". \ \7e have not seen thi blue overprint nor know of its existence in this country. 
The closest color that we were able to locate in our search wa on the first paJ!c of the 
Ethiopia air mails in the Luff Reference Collection hO\m here a f'i(!. 6. 1 n the center 
on an Official Letterhead of the Ethiopia P. T. T . are t\\ o impression of the overprint 
outlined in red pencil and notated :'.\ o. I. To the left in the corner is a •,x mehalik stamp. 
All three overprints have the colon, howin(! that these are the first printinJ?. The top 
overprint and the one on the otamp arc more puq>le than violet color. There is \ 'CTJ 

litde disclosed about thi item. All that we do kno\1 is that it wa · sent by the l\ I inister 
of Post to :\ r r. J nhn :"\. Luff when he was head of the Cott tamp & Coin Co. The~ 
a re reputed to be trial impressions. This i probably so becau>t' of the rectanJ?ular hit 
ho1\ n at the riJ?ht of Fig. 6 oudincd in red pencil as ":'.\o. 2". This is an examr le ut 

the car/11 1 planned to be u•ed on the first flighb in AuJ?ust, 1929. It read, :-' Fir"'t 
FliJ?ht Addis-Ababa Djibouti. Aui:usr 1929". This never wa, employed addini: mud· 
evidence to our theory that the first Aij!hts did not come off until December, 1929. Bur 
the placement of this cachet. ne,rer used. on this sheet aLo lends more ub tantiation tt 

the fact that all the hits on Fig. 6 a re tri al impres~ion;,. 

Black and G reen O verprints 

A limited number of se ts, the exact number is unknown, come with both a black and 
ereen o \rerprint. They are rather oca rce and the prices in the anabria catalog correctly 
reflect this, pricing the black and green at about ten time the red or violet. 

It i. alleged that the black and green overprint were made to obliJ?e collector , a 
contention that cannot be proved but might be disproved. The black and J!reen over­
print could have been trial impres ions, just like the blue, which later came upon the 
philatelic market. Both overprint are found on cover. The writer's collect ion ha one 
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of each and more arc in collections of members of Aero Philatelists. Dougla Armstrong 
in his " Air Post Collector" article had the following to say as quoted: 

"Althoul!h the green and black overprints have been officially recognized, it is under­
tood that the e were really struck at the inst iJ?ation of a local philatelist by an obliging 

post office employee". 

ome further light is thrown upon the black and J?recn overprints in the December 7, 
1929 number of " tamp Collecting" when a Vlhitfield King and Co. Bulletin was 
reported. This long-established British firm has been considered a very reliable source 
for information on :--ew Issue. They wrote: 

" ... it might interest )'OU to know tha.t we have een a pane of 25 of the 1 ii mehalik 
with the overprint partly in violet and partly in 9run, o that there are two horizontal 
rows of live, u-tnin11t showing the two colors of O\•erprint ... \Ve think the green over­
print mu t be rare, a. the pane we have seen show that the violet ink apparently ran 
dry and in changing over to the green it starts with a mixture of the violet and green 
until in the last three rows the overprint is quite green". 

This account, written so shortly after the issue came out in 1929, refute the belief 
that the black and green overprints were made to oblil!C collectors. You cannot judge 
Ethiopian printing work or technique by 'Vashington or London standard . It i very 
possible that as more of these :iir mail stamps were being supplied , the red and violet inks 
became e~hau ted. And so to complete the issue, other colors such a black and g reen 
had to be u ed for the overprinting. 

The Printing Technique 

l\fost of the past writings agree upon the method used to apply the overprint. This 
was done by handstamp (probably rubber). They were cast from a metal die which 
had been engraved. The type u ed for the Amharic letter i a movable one made by 
sluj!s as in regular typograph)'· 

They are two different t)'PC of overprint. The first was used on the original run of 
1,500 sets o easil) distin(!Ui,hed by the colon. {Fi!?. 5). Incidentally thi type measures 
about ':: mm. les from top to bottom than Type 2 used for the later printin!?S· Type 2 

i~ the one without the colon, :ind i~ more plentiful. 

Errors and Varieties 

Becau. e the overprint is a handstamp, it was applied in all manner of mean . Con­
~equently the overprint is found hit on every denomination in the et with different varie­
ties and errors. The article in the "Air Post Collector" contain two long table listing 
each variety known. The four main j!roup are thee: 

a. I overred overprint 
b. Double overprin t 
c. Overprint sideway 
cl. pair, one stamp '' ithout overprint 

TJ~uall) in C\•aluating overprint , it i. cu tomary to consider all such error a delib­
erately made to oblige philatelists. In this instance, however, some of the conservative 
British writers regard all till' t•nrieties ns gn1 11ine errors. Whitfield King points out that 
the error "came from the ori!?inal po t office stock and there is no reason to suppose th :it 
ther '"ere made to order'. They exist for the most part in very mall numbers and in 
C\'er::tl in tances are unique". 

It i our opinion that many eem too prone to condemn by takin!? a narrow rather 
than a more broad-minded vie'' of some of these minor lis tings. A locally executed job, 
such a this overprint, was no doubt done by un killed and poorly trained people. Tor 
can too much be a. sumed about their education or literacy. It would seem so logical, 
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therefore, to find such help applying the overprint in all manner of means. But the critic 
then asks why were not all the errors in overprint rejected rather than being put on the 
market? Perhaps the supply of basic stamps was short and to reject too much as waste 
would have shortened the supply needed. 

The End of the Issue 

This ct of the first Ethiopian air mail was a provisional. Until a definitive set 
arrived from Paris in 1931 , these stamps served for occasional Aights from Addis Ababa 
to Djibouti or Dirrc Daoua. Fig. 7 shows a cover Aown in :\l a rch, 1930. Lt was can­
celled in Addis Abaha i\f:trch 15th and is addressed to Rome, Ital)•. The back tamp 
(Fij?. 8) shows the Rome arrival mark dated ~larch 19th. Four days from Addis Ababa 
to Rome! 

The e stamps were pioneer , pathfinders. Issued primarily as a commemoration of 
the arrival of the first airplane in Ethiopia. they remained on ale until about June 17, 
1931 , just two months hort of rwo years. This writer has a friend now living in Ethiopia, 
who is in charge of an oil refinery of one of the major petroleum companies. Thanks to 
the groundwork laid by the first air mail issue of Ethiopia, correspondence arrives from 
him via air mail in three <lays time from Dirre Daoua to New York. 

There are some very arden t collectors al o who prefer the stamps of the less popu­
lar countries, especially those \\ho produce their own stamps. H ere one finds e\1er o 
many philatelic paths and the competition for the material is not so severe. Take chis 
fir t air mail set of Ethiopia, for instance. Perhaps you now owo a ct. It is probably 
1he more common later printinj?. Try 10 find a set of the scarce first printing of 1,500 sets. 
Then see how many different colors of ove rprints you can ecure. There is the red, 
violet. black and j?rccn. :1\ ext try to find ome of the errors. Add to this some of the 
Aight covers. :\Jaybc )'OU will be the first to find a genuinely Aown cover dated in August, 
1929. See if you can find cover u ed clo e to the time when che scamps were wichdrawn 
from sale in 1931. i\lost of the covers this writer mrns or has seen nre philatelic. A 
commercial cover dated 1929 or 1930 is a real collector's item. I f you should be tempted 
co build such a collection, you will find that your total investment will probably not exceed 
the price of a complete ct of U. . Columbian . 

It must be conceded that thi i sue has not been a "collector ' favorite". This is 
proved by the 1930 Scott Air Post tamp Catalogue that priced the rnmplete set of ten 
at $16.50. The current Sanabria catalol? price this set at S2.50 for either the red or 
violet overprint. The set price has declined steadily since it~ issuance. There might be 
other reasons, but we a ttribute it solely to a lack of interest. ft certa inly is not due to 
forgeries or reprint. ' one are known of Ethiopia an. 1-10. We believe that it offers 
some a great opportunity to seek what they I ike out of philately, namely- to get a lot of 
tamps without a great expenditure. It could be that the first air mail i sue of Ethiopia 

i a potential philatelic gold mine. ( If. ill . G.) 
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THE AIR MAIL STAMP MARKET 
Preface 

In viewing the current market of air mail stamps, one has a very helpful index for 
practical use. pecific reference is to the recent sale at auction of a leading air mail 
collection. It has been a good many years since one of the top air mail holdings has been 
sold. 

As instances of great air stamp collections, the award-winning ones from the 1936 
and 1947 International Philatelic Exhibitions come to mind. 1\lost all of the collections 
that garnered the top honor · in the air mail sections at the 1936 TIPEX have been dis­
persed. Two collections shared the top air mail award at 1947 C IPEX, that of Sir 
Lindsay Everard and our own Oscar R. Lichtenstein. In the fall of 1953 the collection 
of the late Sir Lindsay Everard was sold. 

The heirs of the late Sir Lindsay Everard decided to dispose of the collection at 
auction sale. The auctioneer chosen was H . R. H armer Co., international stamp dea lers 
and auctioneers. \Ve can only gue s that the collection was so vast and comprehensive 
that Harmer decided not to auction it as an unit, but to divide it in!o cwo part , some­
thing quite unu ual with philatelic properties. The American portion, out ide of Canada 
and ;-.. cwfoundland. was old by Harmer's :\ ew York branch while the re t of the world 
with Briti h .'.'orth America was handled by Harmer' London office. 

The advantage gained by the intere tcd collectors in such a two-part sale, is that one 
can judge air mail prices in <111 inter1wtio11al mnrl:et. Using the Everard collections as a 
base, one need not view market condition solely from prices on this ide of the ocean. 
One also must take into con~ideratiun the demand here and abroad. The result might 
have been different if the American ection had been auctioned off in London while the 
other countries had been offe red in :"\ ew York. The obvious assumption was that ~ ew­
foundland ai r tamps would be in better demand in London than in ~ew York, while 
H onduras seems to do better over here. As for France, Germany and other non-British 
lands. the air mail tamps may have realized better prices if sold over here, although 
judging hr the price realized, this i doubtful. 

1 t is our intention to forego a long, detailer! account of the prices of stamps or sets 
countr) br country. One who is interested in this can obtain from the H. R. Harmer Co. 
a list of prices realized in the Everard ~ales a t their announced sale prices for same. 
Rather it is planned to use the e auction as a more general base, vicwinJ? aero-philately 
in its more important segments as the prevailing market condition appear to exist at 
th is time. 

The Market Survey 

L'1111srtl (.llint) Stamps. This appears till w be the most popular way of collecting ai r 
mail stamps. unused by complete sets. It is true that used on and off cover have grown 
in popularity in recent time-, but little evidence is observed of their making any marked 
inroad~ upon the demand for mint ets. Consequently, the market is moving up. On the 
averaj?e. price of unused sec. seem to be 20-30' r higher than in the 1949-52 period. 

AlthouJ?h air ~tamps have been printed under modern methods, condition till is an 
all-important factor for mint stamp . ince well-centered copies are l?enerally available. 
any compromi e 11 ith quality decreases the price drastically. For example. a well-centered 
o. g . . et sells for $10.00; the similar set a bit off-center will fetch but '- o r $6, while a 
broken •et or one with poorly centered CO!Jies arou es practically no demand. 

With air mails. the line still eems Ii rmly drawn against mixed ~ets. :Sobody will 
touch this same et of ten with some copie mint and some used. It must be one or the 
other. Having- complete sets mb.ed by one totally mint and another completel~· used is 
not as had, bur it is not desired under present market condition . , ome sets arc better 
mint, others used. o a collector fares best under present circumstances if he continue 
on one method of collecting rather than interchanginj? them. 
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One should not misconstrue this. A ver}' l?OOd collection can be practically all mint 
or all used. But here and the re, a mint collection can show some interesting cancellations 
or some covers. imilarly. if a used collector \\'ishes some errors or varieties that are 
onlr kno\\'n unused. he need not \\'Orr)'. Therefore, the foregoing reference \\'a to \\'hat 
some call ''the off the board " air stamps which should generally be collected in one condi­
tion, and not intermingled \\'ith mint and used. 

Used Off Cover. The demand has slackened and prices are do\\'11 considerably from 
those of a decade ago. \ Ve attri bute this to the abuses with fake cancellations. The 
state of this market is intere ·ting especially in view of the thorough and general up\\'ard 
revision of used prices in the •954- co tt Catalogs. As our reviewer stated (AERO PHlLAT­

Et.IST A~~ALS, Vol. 2, page 61 ), the con change was a step long overdue. cott seemed 
for the fir c time to gauge used prices by themselves, and not set them automatically at a 
pe rcentage of the unused. One observing prices at auction sa les \\'ill notice that the 
demand for used off cover is not as strong as in the past nor in comparison to mint or 
cover . 

L'utl On Cover. The market is following a general trend, which exists in all branches 
of philatelr. Cover collecting has become very popular. This used to be far more 
prevalent in Europe than over here. Now the demand in the United States seems equally 
st rong. From the earliest 19th Centur}' do\\'n to the very latest air mail, collectors are 
eekinj! stamp on cover. 

In its 19·3 edition, the Sanabria Air Post Catalogue extended its scope to include 
prices of many air mail stamps on cover. This \\':ts an important move because if one 
attempts to gauge cover prices by the u ed culumn in most ca talogs, he will find them 
insiirnificant. One consulting anabria cover prices \\'ill find them on page after page, 
double. triple or quadruple of the mint and used se ts. The gcncr1I accuracy of ana-
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bria 's cover prices is shown in auction realizations. If anything, Sanabria's prices of stamps 
on cover are on the low ide. 

F/iq/it Cut.•us. Judging by the Everard and a few other recent auction sales, flight ( non­
a1r mail st amp) covers are not in trong demand over here. :\ I r. B. D. H armer, in the 
·our;;.e of the Everard sale here in :\cw York, paused to remark on this. The strength 
ol the fl i1!11t cover market is in the early pioneers, pre-\Vorld War I stage. However, 
one hears tha t there is a better market fo r thi s materia l in Brita in and on the European 
Continent th an in the ' nited State . 

, w1i-Oflitiol tamps. The recent indication of the j!reat strength in this specialty seems 
to have caken many by surprise, although those who ha<l followcJ air mails for years had 
ewected it. ·'on- cott lis ted air mai ls arc in big <lemand i mint, used or cover . 

Immediately followi ng the Everard sale here in :'\ ew York, H . R. Harmer old a 
C< >LO:\J BIA collection from outh America. The bulk was items li~ted and priced only 
1'1 anabria. From the first 1919 i sue down through the Consular Overprints, spirited 

lding was evident on everr lot . The result was hil!h prices. often close to the cat alog 
~ rice! 

The ame pattern is evident on stamps such as tht' French and German Semi-Officials, 
the :\ew Zealand Pij!eon Po· t is ues and Switze rl and 's 1913 stamps. Less than a year 
.11:0. a fin e collect ion uf French Guiana ' T. A. G. stamps was old at auction by The 
\l ercury ' tamp Co. of :'\ ew York. The price;;. real izeJ were ve ry high. 

Canadian emi-Oflicial scamp are eaJ.!erly snught. Current prier~ arc quadruple or 
mure over tho. e of ten }'Cars ago. \\'e remember the Dr. Cole collection suld at auction 
b~ F. \ \'. Ke~~le r in 1939. Let us illustrate the uptrend of these cmi-Oflicia l by com­
paring a few of the 1939 Cole with the 19·3 Everard auction prices, which had been 
picked a t ranJom. (C . d p ) on tin ue on aJ?:e 90. 
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Co 1111tr,• 
Canada 
C anada 
G ermany 

' cw Z ealand 
Russia 

witze rland 

M.JRKET SUR V EY 

San. Cat. 1939 Cole 
301 a 3.50 
301b (cover ) +1.50 
512, 515, 522 27.00 
1, 2, ~ 26.00 
6 11 0.00 

9 10.25 

1953 Et1trard* 
~.00 

75.6o 
72.So 
~.00 

359.00 
~.8o 

Error1 n11d I' aril'tin. Thi J!:roup is difficult to desc ribe as a unit. There is no doubt 
that over-exploitation in e rrors and varieties in the past caused a st'vcre depression in 
this market. History shows that price in boom times oar far too high and , of course, 
when prices break. the d rop is fo r too sha rp. 

E rrors and va riet ies are in small dem and, but equally they a re in short supply. So 
a lack of demand will depress prices sharply, but let onl>' two or three specialists seek 
these mino r cat:ilog numbers. and the prices must go up. The trouble has been th at few 
discrimina ted with e rrors and va rie tic . The}' are all rega rded in the same way. :\I any 
allcj!ed th at they arc "so much j unk" ta ilored only fo r wealthy collectors' pocketbooks. 
This is n rom />l f ll' IJ' 1111/rllt' anti 11 11/nir gt' T1 l'rnli1:ntio11 . AERO P lll l.ATF.LIST' s publications, 
time and t ime aga in have stressed in their resea rch a rticles how many countries like E thio­
pia. H onduras. :'\ ica ragua o r P a raguay had to supply air mail s tamps fo r expanding 
avia tion se rvice on hort not ice. A ru sh job done by inexpe rienced help under old­
fashioned printinl? techniques was bound to produce mistake . :\ ! any ?i r mai l e rrors we re 
made unintentionally. O the rs were made fo r philatelic sale. Sometimes a country w ill 
l!O throuJ!h what we call an "e rror and va rie ty staire". Venezuela d id tha t from 19+0 to 
19+ -. The resu lt is tha t the market is Aooded with such mate rial , the supply fa r ex­
ceed in)! the demand. ruguay, on the o ther hand, is d ifferent. An inve rted overprint on 
U ruj!uay ( anabria :So. 2a) is j ust as liable to happen a with ou r own 19 18 center 
inve rted on the 2+-cent reel :incl blue air mail. Try co buy U ruguay San. 2a from a 
dealer 's stock. It is douhtful if any have it on hand. o when thi ca rce • ruj:!uay e rro r 
come up a t auction. there is a st rong demand fo r it. 

Again to prove our point, let us take a few instances picked at random and compa re 
the 1939 with the 1953 auction prices. 

Co 1111try Sanabria 1939 Colt 1953 Et•t rard 
Bolivia Sa 30. 0 10. 0 
Bolivia 13 95.00 5 .oo 
Brazi l 27a 30.00 6o.oo 
Ecuador 7 177. 0 220.00 
H ondura 7b 100.00 16o.oo 
:\I exico 6 (cover ) 105.00 190.00 
:\ I e.xico q +1.00 o.oo 

Essays a11rl l'rrwf s. Let us be fac tual ahout th is 1?roup; one need more than " a fe \\ dol­
la rs" to collect essay and proof . O bviou ly. both the supply and the demand is very 
small. But they fi t each other closely. omet imes there a re only two copies known of a 
certa in proof or cssa)' wi th th ree collector s seekinJ? a copy. T he resul tant price will estab­
lish new hiJ?hS. AJ?ain one cannot J?eneralize. :\lost nf us know wh at desirahle pieces of 
property proofs of an nited Sta tes air mail are. But F rance and :\ lonaco seem to have 
been ra the r lihcra l with the <list rihution of it essay~ and proofs of thei r post-w a r air 
s tamps. T he same can he said of thei r favo r sheets. "the D eLu xe Pre entation heets." 
These arc bringinj! n small f rac t ion of thei r prices of five or more years ago. As both the 
D r. Cole and Everard collect ion" had proofs. a few prices fo r comparison can be taken 
at ranclom. 

• En~li1h ! price. hn'c been con\Crlcd into doll ars at the $2 . o rate. 
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Country San. No. 1939 Cole 1953 Everard 
Austria pp 1-3 20.00 56.00 
Belgium pp 20-22 52.50 50 . .j.O 
Newfoundland pp 13-15 36.00 59.00 
' ewfoundland PD 20-2.i. 66.oo 15.j..OO 

Y ,.w lssuts. \ Vhcthcr unused. used on or off cover, the more recent stamps from the 
19.i.3- 53 period are vcr)• weak when the)' are sold at auction. At present, the demand is 
tar smaller than the supply. Referertce is not to the few new issues that have a "bad 
odor" about them, but the regular recent stamps. 

Funhermore, the chaolic and complicated sta tus of so many international currencies 
a• an aftermath of \ Vorld \Var I l affected stamps as well as money. The decline in value 
of the French franc, the halian lira, the :'.\Iexican peso or the Spani~h peseta has been 
rell .. i:tcd in the e count rie ' iamp of receni times. For insiance, onr bought the 19.i.7 
:'.\fe,ico 20 pc os air mail at the time of i sue when the peso wa worth about 20 cents 
•r at a face value of S.i..oo li. . By 19-0 the peso had dropped in value to approximately 

1 1 cenis, reducing the lace value of this stamp to $2.20. A tamp rollector cannot be 
e\pected to anticipate the fluctuations of foreign e.\changc. Sometime forei~ currencie 
ri~e in relation to our dollar. 

Another depre sinJ? influence on the prices of .\ ew Issue of recent years i the real 
u·ortlt of ce rtain foreign currencies. For example, the French franc is quoted at the 
offerinl ratt', which often ha been way over the ufJl'11 market rnlt'. Had the collector 
hnuj?ht his new •tamps at a price based upon the higher official rate or the lowe r open 
market price? Even at this very moment \\ hat is the real worth of stamps from " Iron 
Curtain" countries? The lei of Roumania, for instance, i quoted a t $.0893 -. S. currency. 
This probably is a fic titious value. The same could apply to the H \\an of outh Korea 
or rhe Chinese dollar. 

o if one pays -o cents for a new - lei Roumania air mail , he ha no more a~sur:i nce 
,,f its stability than if he bought Korean hwan or Russian rubels at the official rate for 
'peculation. But one shou ld regard this si tuation in a realistic sen ~e and not become 
di;.cour:tJ?ed. A veteran aero-philatelist remembers back when issues like the first airs of 
Czechoslovakia. F ranee C 1-2, the i\ Iexico niversit)' set, the X ewfoundland Labrador 
•et and the :\ew Guineas were selling similarly at auction as the 19.i.3--3 issues are now. 
One must make a choice between buying new stamps a they come out at a new i uc 
'ervice price or waiting to buy them later when their prices are rising. But don't try to 
out mart your elf by " picking the winners" or trying to bur only tho c new issues that will 
increase in value in the near future. In thi connection, we ma\• relate a personal 
C'l.pericnce. 

A few year back. we were visiting at the office of one of the oldest and finest X cw 
f,,ue dealers. A potential customer walked in and explained that he was prepared to 
'pend thou ands of dollars. Of course the dealer olicitously led him to a eat. Then 
the prospective client explained that he only wanted to buy stamp. that would be worth 
at least double their present price ten years from now. The old-time dealer looked at 
this parry carefully and aid with a very polite manner: 

" ~l ister, if 1 L:ne\\' what stamps would double in price, do you think that I \\'Ould sell 
them to you or put them in my stock? Sorry, but r must decline your business!" 

PfJSf(I/ tntionrry. This has become the fastest growing branch of aero-philately due 
llmost entirely to ihe new Air Lener heets, which have become very popular. The 
market i cxceedinJ?I~· strOnJ?. It miJ?ht amaze }'OU, as it did us, to see the Colombia Air 
Letter of 1923 ( anabria AL2) list priced at $25, sell at the October. 1953 H. R. Harmer 
auction for S.i.5. 

At the risk of coming under some critici m, we would like to add a word of caution 
on the present very popular aero-postal sta t ionery, especially the Air Letters. It is new 
and unseasoned , ju t a air mail tamp had been thirry yea r ago. At the tum of the 
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century, postal stationery was popular. Then in terest in it waned. :\ext came cut­
quare collecting. This also lost a 1?eneral appeal except fo r a few ardent specialists. 

Albums and catalOl?S dropped thei r postal stationery sections. 

Stationery offers collectors mounting and display problems. Furthermore, one can 
handle adhesive tamps far more easily, compactly and cheaper than postal s tationery. 
A dea ler in st amp has less expense in handling and sh ipping them than with stationery. 
Air letter heet involve these problems and we hope that no one will take offense at 
this mention. 

Expn11if.le Air Stamps. We all read in stamp paper articles that are written from time 
to time bcmoaninj! the passing of the "bi!!" collector. I t is maintained that with our 
present economy, the wealthy collector · are no more. The rare and expensive tamp are, 
therefore, no longer in tronJ? demand. Collector can afford only to buy the medium and 
lower-priced tamp . The peculiar part of such a rticle i that they have been written 
mostly by dealers who should know their trade and the tamp market. 

One can take the 1953 Everard sales as an example to refute the con tention that the 
rare and expensive stamps are difficult to sell and no longer find buyers. Anyone who 
attended these sales witnessed spi rited hiddinJ!. both from the floor and the book with the 
mail bids. The rare and expensive Colombia, ~le-\ico, :\ewfoundland and Honduras 
tamp not only old at new high prices, but they artracted more than one or two bidders. 

lt is our view that if people in the United tares can spend $100,000 for a modern 
French painting. or $50,000 for a piece of antique furniture, there are stamp collectors 
who can and will pay $1000 for a used H awker. $1900 for a ~I artinsyde cover and $2500 
for a mint DePinedo of ::\cwfoundlantl. Al o the 2~-ccnt invert of U. S. ecm to e tab­
lish a new high every rime a desirable copy is sold at auction. The price is now close 
to -~ -oo. 

Conclusion 

The market for air mail ~tamps is moving up. After the end of W orld 'Var If price 
moved down. 195~ price are far above the recent low~. An) reputable, long-establi hed 
dealer in air mails will admi t that all dealer otocko of air mail stamp arc low. Evi­
dence is clear that the demand i now J?rowing j?reater th an the supply. The aero-philat­
eli t in nited rates must realize that the priceo of air mail stamp had been moving 
down "hile our cost-of-l iving index \\a. piralinJ? upward. . o even in 19 ~ great oppor­
tunities e\i t to purchase air mail stamps in a favorable market. 

Dealer overhead has rben sharply. A stamp dealer in 19-~ pays higher rent, alaries, 
printin~ and mailin~ cost~. This mu~t be pa ed on, C\'Cn if the dem:rnd for tamps did 
not increase. 

And so aero-philately at pre. ent ~how all indication• of . oundness. Furthermore, 
a far a~ one can prophesy with anr sort of accuracy. the future seems bri~ht. Air mail 
tamps. e~peciallr tho~e from 1920 to 19+0 period have ea•oned. Collector~ and de lers 

alike knO\\ values better. E\perience had created more confidence. more faith. omething 
unforeseen could happen to reverse thi~ ituation. but until that happens ,we can be ver)' 
happy with such an enjoyable hobby that •o many . eem to ~hare. 

CATALOG A D BOOK RE IEWS 

Scott Catalogue, r954, Part 2 

As far as thi re\·iewer can determine, there have been no additional listin~ of air 
mail •tamp< in \" olume 2 of the 19~+ cott tandanl Posta~e tamp Catalogue, \\ hich 
cover Europe, Africa and A. ia. Thi i a disappointment because we belie\•e that there 
are quite a few air mail is<uc that qualify for inclu ion in cott. \i e would like to 
mention a few out of many that come to mind. 
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For instance, in 19+7 the Portuguese colony of Timor overprinted its 1938 ai r mails 
with the word LIBE RTACAO in blade. This was done to ma rk this island's liberation 
from the Japanese. The set was regularly issued. This reviewer knO\\"S of two instances 
where these stamps, both mint and on covers, were obtained directly from the post office 
in Dilly, the capital, both in good-sized quantities and a t face value. Yet this et is not 
even mentioned in Scott. 

Then there are the German " Inselpost" stamps, used by the :'\ azi :\lilitar}' Forces 
in the last war. They were legitimate in concept and use, fa r more th:in many stamp now 
Scott-listed. They are knocking at the door. o to speak, now being in the Tentative 
Listing section at the end of thi book. W e hope co see them listed in the 1955 edition. 

Another example is the 1932-3+ Lith uania Triangle iss ues. We believe that if the 
edicors of Scott had studied the interesting article in our "Aero Philatelist ' wJS" of June 
1. 19-3. these stamps would have been accorded a Scott regula r listing rathe r than being 
treated as con ha done for many year . 

So instead of seeing legitimate air mail stamps added in Scott. we find that we have 
lost one air mail issue on final count because Lebanon C29 to C32 have been deleted. 
\ Ve cannot he happy wi th this score. 

The trend of ai r mail prices. as the case with Volume 1, shows a st rong move 
upwards. ome examples of this fo llow. 

Afghanistan's 19+8 _et has been raised from $18 to $2+ mint and from $22.50 to 
S27.-o usell. The 19+0 Spitfire set of Cameroons climbs from $6o mint to $80 both mint 
and used. Curacao's long set of 19+7 goes from S82 to $ 103, while the used price goes 
up about $r. The semi-po ral official ai r mail of Cyrenaica has been raised to $8 from 
S-o mint and is now priced at $100 used. Simila rly ~o. CB01 of Eritrea. I talian Somali­
land and Tripolitania show the ame price adjustments. Ethiopia's 19+6 issue moves 

=F c 1-6 
= Cl-6 
= Cl -6 
='= Cl -6 
-;= C1-8 
= C1-8 
= c1-8 
= C1 -8 
= C1-8 

(Continued on Page 9+.) 

ISRAEL AIRS 
S.pocial (JlffeJWuµ. 

cpl. set mint ........ . .......... .. ................ ............................... $ 
cpl. set mint with tabs ............................... .. .................. . 
cpl. set on offic. FDC ............... .. ............ .. ........ .. ..... ... .. . 
cpl. collection of 26 diff. PLATE =F blocks of 4 ........... . 
cpl. set mint (TABA issue ) ............... ... .... .......... .. .... ... .. . 
cpl. set mint with tabs .. .. .................... .. ......................... . 
cpl. set on offic . FDC ........................... .................... ...... . 
cpl. set in blocks of 4 tabs .. . .. ....................... . .............. . 
cpl. set in PL. = bl. of 4 ... .................... .. ......... ... .......... . 

ALL THE A IRLETTER SHEETS • & 1- ST DAY IN STOCK. 

1.65 
2.75 
3.50 

85.00 
.70 
.90 
.85 

3.25 
3.50 

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO. 
Est. 1912 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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from $7-75 ro $10 mint and from$<) to '11.75 used. Saar C12 jumps from $1.20 to $3. · o 
mint. and from $1 to $3 used. Spain CB6 has been raised from $5 to $8 mint, $6 to $10 
used, and the 19·0 stamp from S6 to $10. The carce first air mails of St. Thomas 
Islands has been increased $5 in price from $22.50 to $27.50. The 19~8 et of Trie te 
takes a big jump. from $27.50 to $~o mint and from '23. o to $28.50 used. There are 
many other similar increases. too numerous to itemize. 

Just as with rhe Part 1, rhe pricing of a ir mails shows a laudable effort to have 
them as accurate as possible. In this re pect, rhe job wa well done. 

ViewinJ? this catalog from an over-all point of view as well a raking into considera­
tion the immensity of the task. no one should blanketly criticize rhe Scott catalol?. It 
represents a good, competent job. That doc not mean, however, that it is free from 
many mistake~. full of inconsistencies and in need of revisions from be~nning to end. 
But rhe editors of corr have shown rhcir ,,·illinJ?ness to continually strive for improve­
ment. The pace at times might disappoint us. but that does not blot out the realization 
that each edition of cott evidences marked improvements, a must healthy sign. (Sta11/e)' 
R. Rire}. 

Les A erostats P oste 1870-71 

This 219-paJ?e, illustrated book is written by J . Le Pileur. Published hr Comptoir 
de~ Timbres. Paris, France, hut the price is not sta ted. 

Our library contains many books, pamphlets, ca talol?S and articles in both French 
and Engli h on the Balloon and Pij?eon ~Jail from the Franco-Prussian \Var period. 
This latest work seem to us to be the " last word" on this specialty. X o other work is 
as long and detailed, especially since it is greatly expanded on rhe author's previous work. 

:\1 r. Le Pileur, one of the leading authorities on Balloon :.\lontes, has penned the 
most thorough and accurate history yet attempted. Although written in French, its maps, 
charts, tables. illustration; and presentation should not prove too much of a handicap to 
an intcre red American collector. 

\Ve fail to sec how, after ~ I r. Le Pileur's hook. any one else would consider pub­
lishinj! another hook on the French 1870 air m:1ils. It is hoped that future aero-philatelic 
works cominJ! from France will treat the lesser-known items such as France' first air 
mail tamps and the 1910-12 period when some of the more interesting Semi-Officials 
were used. 

Silombra's Air Post Catalog 

The 19· ~ or 8th edition of the J can ilombra Air ~I ail stamp catalo1?ue ha been 
received from France for rc\•iew purposes. Other than that the latest edition, though 
showing a consis tent effort at tiJ?htening its composition. is yet a swollen 668 paJ?es, there 
are no radical differences between this and the immediate previou edition . Regrettably 
this reviewer cannot state the price of this latest edition as it does not appear on the COP}' 

received. ]'\or are we told if the catalog is so ld through an agent in this country. 
It is always difficult co estimate the worth of a cataloJ?ue while yet avoiding a carping 

or destructively critical viewpoint. Yet to gloss over a review is to cheat one's reader 
who may and probably do, perhaps foolishly, rely too entirely on one reviewer's opinion. 
To accept without reservation the opinion of even the mo t knowlcdgable critic i to leave 
the door open for later disillusionment. 

So it is with this in mind that we ncverthelc s , t atc that we found many siJ?ns of 
inconsistent and poor editing in the new ilombra Catalogue. Appreciating, as we do, 
the H omeric difficulties that face the editor of any stamp catalogue-and the thankless­
ness- an editor nevertheless has certain moral duties. One of the more important of 
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t.hese-if no t the chief one-is the constant perusal and check of the world's philatelic pub­
lica tion with the idea of makinl! continual addi t ions, co rrections and revisions of the ca ta­
lo1?ue in the light of the latest resea rch lindinl?S. To shirk this is to be content with a 
s tatic ca talogue which i . in the end, no catalogue at all but merely an eve r-changing 
price lis t. This con tant weeding and cultivating, we feel, is not being done by the Silom­
bra edi tor . Else how e:\plain the inaccuracie concerning a random example-the 19+7 
a rcheological set of H onduras? 

In the lis ting for this set Silombra st ates some six )•ears la ter that it exists pcrf 12.Vz. 
There is also a nota tion of the number of stamps of each value that we re issued following 
their c reation b)• the now de funct H am ii ton Ban k ~ ote Co. The fac ts, however, are 
th at the normal set was issued perf 11 x 12.Vz . There are, it is tru•', perforation va rie­
ties of this ct in the vertical perforations only. All horizontal perforations a re con­
,istently 11 and onl )• 11 . Thus it would not be possible to e:\plain Silombra's curious 
insistence eve r ince the appearance of this se t that it is perf 1 1 ,Vi. 

P oint 2 concerns the numbers issued of th is set. Since stamp of this set were over­
prin ted in 19 -1 in crea t ing the H onduras U. P. . se t, quite obviously with the H amilton 
Bank ~ore Company no lonJ?er in e:\istcncc, remainde rs of the basic set had to be used 
fo r the crea tion of the l,;. P. · . issue. Silombra docs state the numbers issued of the 
1..:. P. ·. set but does not subt ract these figures from the numbers i sued of the Archco­
lo1?ical set. Ir should be pointed out that an a rticle on this set appeared by ~Ir. Irving I. 
Green in the ~l ay, 1952 issue of the "Co/lu t ors Club Pliilaulist". In this article, ~Ir. 
Green quite definitely s tated that remainders of the Archeological ·er wtre used in creating 
the . P. U. set fo r reasons of economy. H ence our inference that little. if any. check­
ing of pertinent articles on air mail is ues i being done by the ilombra editors. 

• 

(Cont inued on PaJ?e 96.) 

The House of 

AIR ~IAIL ST~IPS 
EXCL USIVELY 

Mint. 

• 
Used ... Single Stamps 

Miniature Sheets & Collections 
WRITE for our NEW ' 54 Catalog 

This comprehensive price list of standard catalog stamps of the World 
pertaining to AIR MAIL STAMPS. AIR RATES & AVIATION TOPICS 
is an IDEAL GUIDE and CHECK LIST for Collectors. 

50c Deductible from First $5 order 

Our Prices are right. Our stock is about 85% complete. We buy 
and Sell Qual ity A ir Stamps of the World . 

Normandy Stamp Studio, Inc. 
408 S. Spring St. , Suite 800, Los Angeles 13 , California. 

V ISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
Member : A.A.M.S. - A.P. - A.S.D.A. - C.C. of N. Y. - P.T.S. Ltd. 

and all leading U. S. Ph ilatelic Societies. 
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Equally bafflinJ.! i the lack of cover prices. A realistic air mail catalogue simply has 
to take in to consideration the often manifold difference in value between a used airmail 
stamp and that same stamp used on cover. Where an issue is short-lived, used speci­
mens on cover may be and often are worth many time a u eel pecimen off cover. Yet in 
mo t cases, ilombra's prices for used stamps are consistently below the cost of mint 
pecimens. Consider the 1920 Czech sets or U ruguar ::\ o. 1 as prime examples. 

ilombra also insists on includinJ,! tamps which were not truly airmail issue such 
as the C .. 1928 Aero Conference set. If the editors choose to include such s tamps, we 
do not find it too great a fault but is it unreasonable to ask them to indicate in some 
manner that such sets arc included because the editors believe these stamps may be of 
intere r and not imply that they are true airmail ? 

There are other trange errors of omission and commission. The Lindbergh booklet 
is unlisted. And after all the resea rch that has been done on the RF overprints, we find 
Silombra s till listing these under France, not united rates. ' Vhr? If the American 
scholars. for example, Goodkind in the " Aero Pliilatrlist .\'rws", is wrong. French philat-
elists must brinir forth evidence to how that these are no t nited tares issues. 

Inasmuch as there arc several airmail stamp cataloirues, it appears to us that the 
con cientious editor of one would jealouslr exnmine the other catalogues for discrepan­
cies, note same and then check exhaustively. \ l\Thile this may he done in some instances, 
there is a curiou indifference in many other instance judJ,!ing- from the end re ult. 

ilombra, for e'ample, blithely tates that the 1939 Haiti set depicting Pierre de Couhertin 
" ·as i~sued in the amount of 7-.000 sets. yet Silomhra cataloJ?ues a mint o r u ed set at 
5.000 francs. 'Vhr hould a et so larj?e in issue and with a small face value be worth 
appro,imatelr $1 - , mint or used? Obviously the answer is that nothinJ,! like 7-.ooo ets 
of these stamps are in e.,i tence. After remaimlers were destroyed, the number shrank 
ro the neighburhuod of 6.ooo sets if memory does nor desert this reviewer. 

On the c redit side. the ilombra Car;ilui;:ue, for all of its parent and unchanging 
faults, is not withuur merit. I t is srrunge•r, of cour,e. in the information it concern on 
i, sues of France and her Colonie . Almo t invariabl}' prices and amounts is ued are 
•hown for impcrfora re varieties, e•say•. proof, nncl de lu'e sheer,. ~ lon:over, we uspecr 
the \•alue~ quoted for the e varietie arc highl}' realistic ince the French demand realism 
of prices from all of their various cataloj!uer<. :'\ o other country ha• a• many. 

The printing nf the cataloj!ue i~ on a dead 11 hite paper "hich makes for easy readinJ,!. 
There are a liberal number of well-reprnduced cuts and the •etup of the catalo(!;ue i• ~o 
•imple a> tu make a knowledj!c of French almost totally unnece,sary. Le>s attention is 
paid to varieties than o ne mij!ht desire bur as an added compensation, prices for the 
pioneer Rij!ht covers of each country are in many ca•cs noted. (/ rn Srebadlt'r) 

T H E AIR~IAIL BAG 
( l.: 111ft-r t/iis f1t•ai/111g n rrgu/nr /rtlll/U tl'l/l br rllll u •it/i rorrn/uu1111'11rt' from J/ rmbrrs. 
'l\'amts iu /11/l tL'ill bt· usnl 1111/,ss a rr,11trnn req11tst is spi-ri/i1·d u•lrr11 a corrrspo11dt11t 
tt•ill bt· 11/ruti/ird b) i1111ials 0111). X 1,t/ii11g 1111sig11ril tt"ill be usrd. ) 

In reference to your article IAERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, October, 1953 page 69) 
that the "Broken Wing" variety of the 1926 Philippines' Madrid-Manila issue is position 
No. 89, I would like to make the following correction. The position of this variety, when 
it was listed by the Sanabria and Scott catalogs, was No. 87 as loca ted by the late Mr. 
Walter Bruggmann of Manila, and not No. 89 as you wrote. 

When I was breaking up the Carlos Hess Jr collection for sale, I discovered that Mr. 
Bruggmann was wrong about position No. 87. The question to determine was this:--<loes 
the variety come on position 88 or 89? At that time, there was available a sheet of 81 
19X9l of the 4 cts. It was like this because the straight -edge copies had been removed 
from the original sheet of I 00. Mr. Goodkind and I checked this sheet, and were of the 
opinion that the correct position of the " Broken Wing" was No. 89. 

Henry Kraemer, New York, N. Y. 
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The previous mistake made in locating the "Broken \Ying" variety at po ition No. 
88 instead of its correct ::\o. 89 was due to the: wrong calcula tion th.it the traight-edged 
copies removed from the + ct . heet had been at the right. Actuallv the straight-edges 
on this sheet had heen on the left, and at the top. 

The C'. . Bureau of Printing and Enirraving printed the stamps in sheets of +oo sub­
ject . . which in turn were divided into four panes of 100 each. Consequently, each pane 
of 100 has the rwo traight-edge margins in different locations. 

Illustrated is a portion of the bottom two rows of the heet on the photo sent by 
I\lr. K raemer, locatinl! the varier~ at po. ition :'.\o. 89, e'l:actly the same as on the 2 cts. 
as shown in the last number of this magazine. 

TWO HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE 

In 1950 and 1951. AERO PHILATELISTS distributed to its members and then sold to 
the public two exceptionally informative handbooks on some of the most interesting and 
historical air mail stamps ever issued. A small supply is still available for any one interested. 
When ordering, please send cash to: 

Aero Phil;atelists, Inc . 

1860 Bro;adw;ay 

Ne w York 23, N. Y. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918 and the one sheet with the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional illustrations offers information 
which few know about our first air stamp. Price 50c. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

An exhaustive study of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the 
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illustrations. 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic press all over the world. 
Price $1 .00. 
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Souvenir Sheet 

Used As A Letter 

lllustrated here is the front and back of the 194-2 Souvenir Sheet of the F REE 
FREl'\C H FORCE 1:-\ LEVA ·T. On the Sheet (Fig. 1) are uvt'11 cancellation and 

one cachet, which reads:-

F 0 R c E s F H " "" <.: \ I !'-\ '" !" L I B IC ~: !'I. 

1·· JUIN 1912 

Fig. I The Souvenir Sheet with its 7 cancels and special cachet. 
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" Free French Army Pot/ Air :\Jail Lines/ 1st Flight Damascus-T ana rivc ( M ada­
gascar) J anuary 22, 1943." 

O n the back of this Sheet ( f ig. 2 ) a rc the address, the me sage, air mail etiquette, 
registration label and censor marks. H ow many other Souvenir Sheet a rc known with 
a similar use? There must be ve ry few. 

This Souvenir Sheet is listed in Sanabria as French Levant ~o. 10, but in Scott as 
Syria :\IC8. During the last W ar, some of the Free French Armed Forces were active 
in Syria and that part of Asia :\J inor. J ust as in other French Colonies, the Free French 
issued and used their O\\'n stamps to distinguish them apa rt f rom the home gove rnment 
under Petain 's rule. Which country nami: is correct? 

It is ou r vie\\' that the anabria country name of "French Levant" is better than 
corr's under yria. W e have not iced that too many collectors, none too advanced in 

philately, have had trouble locating these Free French stamps in Scorr. I t never occurs 
t o them to look under Syria nor is there an)' hint in that cat alog advising the collector of 
how to find them. \.Ve were consulted by one collector who was looking for their listing 
in Scott under "France-Offices in the Turkish Empire. Levant." And we could under­
stand this person's confusion. 

But returninl? to the Souvenir heet itself, it is not often seen postally used and , of 
course, very rarely in thi particular manner. 

' J' •IV .1 J (I· 

.. . . 

r F>/JL/ ~, 

,, .-,f j) 
- en £5 

1 -1--A?L::nl~~) 

Fig. 2 The back of the Sheet used for the address and message. 

( PlrotOI by Boutrtlle) 
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Editorial 

A U SOLICITED TESTIMO IAL 

The firm of H . R. H armer, Inc. needs no introduction to any collector of stamps. 
The following was run in the Harmer auction sale catalog of Octoher 26 to 28, 1953 
held in '.\ew York.::\. Y. 

A WORD 

ON AIR STAMPS IN GENERAL AND THIS AUCTION IN PARTICULAR 

Air Stamps in general. 

The collecting of air s tamps necessarily cannot go far back. The firs t air stamp 
proper was issued in 1917 and even a quarter-of-a-century ago the total air stamps issued 
were nominal compared with today's listings. 

In the earlier s tages, air stamps were collected along wi th normal postage stamps, 
and it was still some time before they became appreciated as a section of philately that 
worthied collection on their own. 

Aero-philately, once started however, increased by leaps and bounds and suffered 
perhaps from over-exploitation in the years prior to World War II . 

An excess of errors, some accidental but far too many intentional , left pockets of 
privileged persons well -lined and wi th this a distaste in the mouths of the followers 
of the hobby. 

A reversal was bound to occur and did. Collec tors sold and fresh collectors were 
not found to take their places. More recently however, due to the efforts of aero­
philatelic groups in this country-and to a far lesser degree oversea.s-very serious 
attempts have been made to clarify many issues of doubtful authenticity and today 
there is no doub t that in finitely more is now known about the earlier air post issues 
than was before. 

This re-vi tal ization of interest in aero-philately has already shown its effect and 
will do so more as the efforts of these groups bear fruition. 

We feel therefore that aero-philately which has already seen a boom and a depres­
sion is now progressing upwards, morally and financially, to its rightful level between 
these two extremes. 

Ir is unusual to find such text notes in a ramp dealer's auction ca talof!. :'\ow let us 
~xamine the above more closely to sec why it can be reJ!arded as a test imonial to AERO 

PH ILATEJ.ISTS Inc. You read that H armer times the decline in ai r mail around the time 
of 'Vo rid \Var I I. A reversa l of thi trend followed. and it is recorded that more recently 
a re-vitalization has set in. 

AERO P HILATELI STS Inc. came into existence at the end of \Vorld \ Var If in 1946. 
'Vha1 we tarted out co accomplish with nothing but high hopes has been admitted as an 
achievement by one of the world ' leading commercial stamp organiza tions. 

H armer's brief but factual history of air mail c"plains precisely why AERO PHILAT­

'El.ISTS Inc. wa orJ!anizt'd. Throughout the days of " hard time " for air mails in th is 
country, the real enthusiasts never lost confidence. To a J!rcat many of us, aero-philately 
was primari lr a hobby or a pastime. ::'\ ot lookinJ? for profit in something that is ba ically 
a pastime, we met together in 1946 recognizing the need for an orj?anization devoted 
exclu ively to ai r mail stamp . At the very first meetings, the founder- decided upon one 
firm policy above all others. In time this has almost become our motto. It wa called 
THE EARC HLI G HT OF TRUTH. This, as it began operating. took air mails out 
of the "dark ages" into a stage of light and knowledge. 

But to operate a SEARCHLIGHT OF TRUTH successfully is not a easy as it 
sounds. One has to know the difference between truth and falsehood. The one who 
listens to J!Ossip, to rumor mOnJ!crs or who indulges in these, never will understand how 
t o operate THE SEARC HLIG HT OF TR TH. Thieves work mostly in the dark 
and at night. Light dispels darkness. Y cs, it is that simple. 
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EDITORltJL 

Harmer's words constitute a challenge to us. It is a mandate that AERO PHILATELISTS 

lnc. maintain and continue to improve upon their seven-year record of accomplishment. 
" Dark da~·•" will visi t us again, if we become complacent or tired. Conceit about our 
achievements o far will cause a setback. \Ve cannot pro per heaping self-praise upon 
ou r elve , handing each other tin medals or complimenting each other at testimonial 
dinnf'rs. 

In another section of this magazine, the current market in air mail stamps is dis­
cus. ed, and the comments a re based ti> a j! reat extent upon the realization of the lots in 
both H armer auct ion ( · ew York and London) sales of last O ctober. \ ¥hat do they 
mani fes t ? Th at ours is a story of actions, not word . 

o no\1 we arrive at a c rucial point in our histor}'. AERO PlltLATELtSTS Inc., whicl1 
i• an organization of both ai r mail stamp collector and dealer . ha hten instrumental in 
re torinJ? the confidence in our special(}•. It should never again become a fad. T here­
fo re, it behooves e1•ery member co keep hi fai th in the stamps he rnjoy collect ing as 
lunJ? a phi lately in the nited rates endures. Besides it require that many enthu iastic 
members keep working for our organization. And fo rever we mu t keep bright THE 

EARCH LIG HT OF TRGTH. 

Aero Philateli t Inc. 
OFFICERS 

l'ruidtnl -··--- _ -·­

Exu utiflt /1ict Pruidt11 / 
·---·-·- - - ------ JULES L. WACHT 

SA l R ODVTE 

First l'ict President ----···-------------- JOH 1 R. DILWORTH 

T nas11rer 

Surrtary 

.ii ssista11/ tertiary 
------·----

LE01'ARD E. LIVI , GSTO 1E 

BERNARD F INK 

FRA JK GLANZ 

Class of 1954 

BER::\ARD FI NK 

DIRECTORS 

Class of 1955 
R ICHARD S. BOH~ 

H E~RY :\I. GOODKIXD 
LEONARD E. LIVINGSTONE 
SA~ I RODVIEN 

RICHARD W. CA:OIAN 
JOHN R. DILWORTH 
JACOB S. GLASER 

LO I LOA~ 

J ULES L. WACHT 

.t1 tro P hilalt list iJ nnals 

0 CAR R. LIC HTEl\STEIN 
R. HA BROUCK SHRADY, U.D. 

Class of 1056 
JOHN ]. BRITT 
FRA ' K GLANZ 
STANLEY R. RI CE 
ANTHONY SCALA 
I RA EEBAC HER 
LOUIS . STAUB 
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THE FIRST TE COUNTRIES 

To Issue Air Mail Stamps 

Aero-philately happens to be older than many think. The common belief regards air 
mail stamps s tarting about 25 years ago. But tlte)r date back much further than that, 
~omc now being close to 50 years old. 

If one confines air mail collecting to government-issued stamps listed in a cat alog 
like cott, then here is the list of the first ten countries to issue air mail stamps. 

No. Country Scott Cat. No. Datt of I ss11e AP 11 rticle( *) 
I. Italy C1 i\I ay 22, 1917 APN IT/ 8 
2. Au tria C1 -3 i\ I a rch 30, 1918 APN ll / 19 
3. United States C3 1\lay 13, 1918 APH ( 19·0) 
4. Hungary C1-2 Jul)' 4, 1918 APX lll/ 18 
5· Newfoundland C1 April 12, 1919( t ) APH (1951) 
6. Tunisia Cr April 20, 1919 
7. Switzerland C2 April 30, 1919 APX IV / 6:V / 11 
8. Colombia Cr June 18, 1919 APX I/ 10 
9. Japan Cr-2 October 3, 1919 APX Vl/ 4 

J O. Germany C1-2 November 10, 1919 

In a technical sense, the above list is not correct. For example, mention is made of 
United tates C3 only, not Cr and C2 which were is ued in July (C2) and December 
1918 (C1) before Nos. S to 10 on the list. Also ;\ewfoundland's C2, not on the Ii t, 

<:ame out in June 1919 before the last three tamp on the above list. 

Semi-Officials 

:\Jany others in our ranks maintain that air mail stamps go bade to the 19th century, 
citing omc historical items as the nited States Buffalo Balloon stamp and the New 
Zealand Great Barrier Island Pigeongram stamps. uch stamps were not issued, sold 
or used under an 100< ( government monopol)•. Therefore they are listed as Semi­
Official tamps. The)' have become very popular air mail collector ' items, all being 
listed and priced in .. the Sanabria Air Post Catalogue" . So here is a second list. 

' o. 
I. 

2. 
3. 
4· 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 

Countr)' Sa11. Cat. o. 
• nitcd tates 501 

:\cw Zealand 1-8 
France 501 
Germany 501-9 
Sweden 501 
Argentina 501 
Great Britain 501 

witzerland 1- 11 

Datt of I ssut 
June ( ?) 1877 
1898-99 
August q , 19io 
February 18, 1919 
September r, 1919 
September q , 1912 
February 11 , 1913 
i\larch 9, 1913 

AP Llrticlt(* ) 
APA l / r 

AP~ VII/ 2 

APN f/ 12 

(• ) This column refers to AERO Pll1L1\TELISTS Inc. publicoiions as follows: 

APN . ... AERO PHILATELIST 'EWS 
APA . ... AERO PHILATELIST ANNAL 
APH . . • . AERO PHILATELIST HA 1 DDOOK 

The reference APN 11/ 8 signifies that .. The t\ero f'hilotclill cw1" Volume 11, No. 8 has an 
article on Ital)'°• lint air stomp. 

(t )The date in " Sam's Air Post Stamp Cataloc" is "rong. The "Hawker" stamp wu not iuucd 
on May 18, 1919. 

(Continued on Page 104.) 
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AERO PHILATELISTS~ INC. 

1860 BROADWAY, EW YORK 23 , . Y. 
19 ....... . 

To AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 

I hereby apply for admission to membership in AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. (check type 
EMBERSHIP of membe~shi~ de_sired ). Annual dues are remitted herewith and are to be refunded to me 

If my applica tion is not accepted. 

PLICATION O COLLECTOR MEMBER .... ......... .... .•. ................ .......... DUES $5.00 per annum 
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0 DEALER MEMBER ... ..... ...................................... ... ... DUES $5.00 per annum 

NAME .............. .. ...................................... . .... ......... ..... ....... ......... ............................ ..... .... ..... . 

ADDRESS 
Street 

City, Town or Village Zone State 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALIZING IN .................. ... ... ............................................ ... .. ..... .................................. .. 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE .... ..................................... ........................................................ . 

REFERENCES 
NOTE : The By-Laws of the Society require each applicant to furnish references as to h is 
character and financial responsibility. Full address and business should be given in each case. 

1. Bank Reference .......................................... ..... .. ....................... ............................ ..... ..... . . 

Address .. .... ...... ........... ... .. .. ........... ... ... ................... ....... .... .. .......................... .................. . 

2. Character References : 

Name ......... .... ..... .......... .... ........... ...................... ............................... .. ..... ..................... ... . 

Address ........... .. ........ .................................. ........ ............................. ....... .............. .......... . 

Name ............................................................................. .... ...... ......... .. ..................... ........ . 

Address ............ ....... .......... ..................................... ...... ... ................ ............................ .... . 

3. Philatelic References: 

Name .. ............ ..................... .. ... .. .. .............................................................................. ..... . 

Address ... ................................................ .......................... ... ... ......... ....... .............. ..... ... .. . 

Name ................................................................... ....... ................................................... .. . 

Address ..... ................ ... ............ ...... ... .... ......... ............. ... ...... ........................... ................• 

EXTRACTS FROM BY- LAWS, ARTICLE Ill-MEMBERSHIP 
Any person of good character interested in Aero-Philately, over the age of twenty-one. 

of good moral character, and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. 
Appl ication for membership shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues on 
the basis of $5.00 per annum. 
Collector Members: 

Only Collectors are eligible for this class of membership . 
Only Collector Members vote or hold office. 

De1ler Mernben: 
Only Dealers are eligible fo r this class of membership. 
Only Dealer Members may advertise in the Society's publ ications. 

Your check for annual dues must accompany this application. 
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THE FIRST TEi 

9· New Guinea 
to. Can ada 

501-2 
501 

19 13( .. ) 
August 26, 1918 

APA I/ 2 

Some commenrs also a re in o rde r on the second lis t. Liberty was taken to g roup the 
Germany and Swirzc rl and issues. For instance, the w iss P ioneer Flight stamps were 
issued pe riodically from :\l a rch 9 th to eptember 28, 1913. while the Ge rman tamp 
were is ued indi\•iduallr du ring 19 12. 19 13 and 19 q .. L isting each of those tamps •epa­
ratelr would have crowded a ll the others off the lis t. Ah.o a count ry w as listed only 
once. This kept an item like the nitcd ' t ates " \'in Fiz" stamp ( an. 502 ) off the lis t, 
although it w as u cd in 19 11 and would he o. ~ on the abo\•C lis ting. The same applies 
to France an. 502 of 1912. 

\Vith the C'\Ception of :\o. 10 on the emi-Official table, all of the stamp w ere issued 
before the :\o. 1 on the fi rst Ii t . 

It i the opinion of many collector• rhat the ~lJ ~IBER O ;\E stamps arc the mo t 
desirable ones. This is certainly true of po•t aJ?e ramps and indicat ions arc strong that 
the same situation exists with ai r mail ramps. o the•c two lists m:iy be helpful. 

The catalogs can upply only ve r} brief text notes about these eoirly stamp•. Conse­
quenrly, the inte rested collector will be curious about the.e air stamp~ and ma}' want to 
read more about their history and production. The AERU Pll ll.ATELISTs' publications can 
supply informa tion on most of these stamps. •o that the fin al column was placed on each 
lis t. ;\otices can he found in th is mal!azine instructing one how tCI o rde r ou r olde r 
publication . 

(•• )The cu~ d11c of iuuc is not kno"n since the) '-ere prepnrcd but not used. Their ••le may 
ha,•e preceded ' os. 7 and • but it is more probable thnt the Ne" Guinea 7.crrclin Expedition 1tamp1 \\ere 
di1tributcd after ~larch 19 13, 

F C ABOUT ELLING OUR T MP 

e Publ ic Auction is the modern way to sell most collections. 

e We have been conduc ting sales for over 25 years and our 
efficient. up to date. PERSONALIZED SERVICE assures the 
maxi mum in results. 

e We can offer early dates and attractive terms. Liberal 
advances pending sale . Expert supervision of all materia l 
by experienced philatel ists. 

e OUR PRIVATE SALES SERVICE successfully places Ph ila­
telic Propert ies privately. where this method is preferred. 
Our advice. backed by over 25 years of ethical dealing is 
at your service. 

e We are also prepared to purchase for cash Collections, 
Accumulations, Rarities, etc. 

INFORMATION CHEERFULLY CIVEN 

IRWIN HEIMAN I 2 West 46th Street 
' nc. NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 

Telephone : LUxemburg 2-2393 

104 J onuory, 195.f. 



II 

Acclaim From All Sides 

Amazement-and some disappointment-has been shown 

by the many hundreds of bidders in the auctions of the 

"Sir Lindsay Everard" Collection sold by H. R. Harmer, Inc. 

of New York and H. R. Harmer, Ltd. of London. 

Mail bids at what were considered above normal market 

levels met with little success. £4000 worth of bids sent to 

London were less than 10 % successful. 

A similar situation occurred with bids sent from France for 

the New York auction. 

On al I sides. bidders expressed acclaim to the H. R. Harmer 

Organization for an excellent "selling job". 

There is no doubt that firstly air post issues are on the up­

grade and secondly that sa le through the H. R. Harmer 

Organization. with its international clientele, is the finest 

way of selling to your maximum advantage. 

If you are considering selli ng, write to Bernard Harmer who 

wi ll be pleased to give your enquiry his personal attention. 

H. R. HARMER, Inc. 
32 East 57th Street, New York 22, N. Y. 

NEW YORK • LONDON • SYDNEY 



EVERY YEAR 

More and more Collectors use 

SANABRIA 
The Airpost Catalog 

• . Depe1•dable 

• Com11lete 

• A~~••rate 

Contains More Features Than ANY Other 

Publication Of Its Kind. 

1954 Edition now being printed. 

RESERVE YOUR COPY . . . 

$6.00 including supplements . 

NICOLAS SA ABRIA COtfj Inc .. 
521 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


