
VOLUME II , No. 3 JANUARY, 1955 

PHILATELIST ANNALS 
* * A QUARTERLY MAGAZINE ON AERO-PHILATELY • * 

• SWITZERLAND 

UNKNOWN AIR MAIL VARIETIES 

• MEXICO 

REVENUE WATERMARK 

• CHILE 

THE FIRST AIRS OF 1927 



5lirmatl 
ST A~II• COLLECTI~G 

We offer to col lectors the world•s most efficient service in 
forming outstanding collections of Airmails in every phase 
of Aerophi lately : 

NEW ISSUES : W e ma intain a complete New Issue Service 
of mint Airma il Stamps. including the scarce 
issues. By subscribing to th is service you are 
assured of acquiring new items in the most eco
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ERRORS AND VARIETIES : Through our many connections 
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New Issue Service as they appeared , before 
pr ices increased. 
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Ne\ Aero-P hilatelic Finding 
By ~l.\l' RIC1'. T RI P l::T 

lnlrrnlu l'l iu n 

One ()f rhe moor orimularing feature ro cullccrinj! , tampo i• the hope and then rhc 
u ltimate realization of mak inl? a find. For che le'~ advanced collecrnr, ch i• m:iy he rh e 
diocover} of :i ramp uf a hij!hcr c:nnlop: \•aluc in an inexpensive mi,curc or small col
leccion that remained unnoticed. For the more advanced co llector, it i~ no r uni} the find
inJ! of OC'\\ varietie-, of alread} accepted ~rnmp that add~ tC>t to our hobby, bur al:<o com
inl! aero'~ an unliored "atermark or perforation previou I} un known. 

umc }Car' back "hen rhe \niter decided ro ~pecialize in the air maib of \\ itzer
land only. man} foreca>t rhar he \\ ould he complete wi thin a hort period of rime. T hen 
would have tu 'eek further field;. ro continue hi, intere't in aero-philately. uch propheq 
pnn·ed untrue. ln~tead as time proj!r6-ed. the field widened so much that the goal of 
completenc" hecame more and more di>tant. In the hej!in ninJ!, little thouj!ht had hecn 
l!iven tn po,r:il 'carioner}. semi-official,, ~pecial Oij?hb. aviation meet~. private vi1tnettes, 
e~sal'• airmail label>. etiquettes and proofs. Thi, l''tended the field. Add to all of the,e, 
the different rypeo of paper and gum u,ecJ for the production of ' wis> air maib srampo, 
.,o cha r \\ har ar firsr .,ecmed like a small, compacr field in~rcad ha~ developed inro a rather 
e'ten,.ive one. Bur thi. seem. to he che typical philatdic 'tory. It ha• happened also 
\\ irh 19th ~c1Hur} Cniced 'rare~. Bricish Empire and other field~ as collector~ concen
trated more . 

....-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ . 
T UCTION FEB. 2 1955 

THE HERBERT A. FEIST COLLECTION OF 
AIRMAIL COVERS, including Pioneers, Trans-Oceanic Record Flights, Balbo, Zep

pelins etc. 

BALLON MONTE. the H Bedford-Jones collection, offered by the present owner, 
Mr T E. Steinway 

AIRPOST STAMPS OF THE WORLD, a valuable group including Rarities on and 
off cover 

UNITED STATES (r GENERAL FOREIGN strong 1n Canada and o ther British Empire 

COLLECTIONS & LARGE LOTS 

Catalogs on Request 

111\\' IX llEl:.IAX. 1:\'C 

rrr'ing . I mrrir.m Pl1i/11t ·r Srnrr 1926 

2 \1 c I i 6 th ' tr1•r l '\ c" \ ork 36. :\ . Y. 

!loom iOll A. T<>I.: Jl 2-2393 
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The writer, therefore, sta rted out, as mo t do, by following the listings in a general 
catalog. Soon he discovered the obvious lack of depth to such catalogs and began to seek 
a more specialized one. 

The specialist in the air mails of Switzerland was fortunate, because there was avail
able to him two different types of specialized and more detailed catalogs. First, he had 
the air mail catalogs such as Sanabria or the French ilombra. But al o Switzerland has 
produced some excellent Swiss ca talogs wherein the listings of air mails arc quite extensive. 
Two in particular appealed to the writer, Zumstein's "Spuial Katalog Dir Brirfmarktn 
du Sclmuir. 1111d fJOTI Lirclttt11stl'in" published ever)' ~ years, last edition 1952; and the 
Swiss Air i\lail Catalogue (Schwf'izerisclur Luf tpost-K otfl/og} published by the non
profit Aero-Philatelic Societ)• of Swi tzerland. last edition 19~9. 

After working with the above-mentioned catalogs and becoming well acquainted with 
them, the writer found in his collection air mail material different than anything men
tioned in these books. This material fell into t\\ o categories. Either none of the special
ized catalogs mentioned it. or usually it was listed in only one of the catalogs in either an 
incomplete or incorrect manner. Therefore, this s tudy will discuss such new material in 
the following order. Group 1 will de cribe tho e item unlisted or not mentioned in any 
catalog. Group 2 will discuss items whose cataloi;? listing or mention is either incomplete 
or incorrect.• 

Croup 1 

A. 19 13 Baul Flight 3oc blue (San. 1, Zurn. 2, ch. 1 , ii. 1 emi-off.) 

A proof of this 1913 Pioneer Flight stamp exist, in black. Ir is printed by lithOJ:?raphr 
on thick cardboard paper. The perforations J:?auge 12 like on the issued tamp. On the 
back of the proof in the writer's collection the follO\\ ing is rubber tamped in purple ink 
in two lines- "G raphishe an/\V. Wasserm ... . " 

This signature on the back indicates that the lithographic printing was done b}' the 
firm of ~I. \V. Wasserman of Basel. 

:'-.one of the four peciali:ted ca talogs consulted li•ts a proof in black ol thi~ stamp. 

8. 1Q2J The 25c dark b/1u and bltu ( an. 17. con C5, Zurn. 5. ii. 5) 

\\"hile visiting witzerland in 1952, I purchased a cover from a well-known wt s 
stamp dealer. There is an interestinl!: story hehind it. upon the first inspection. I did 
not buy it. It i unusual in that amonj! the four stamps franking the cover for a specia l 
Aii;?ht in 19r. one was then an unknO\\ n va riety and unlisted in any catalog. The 2-c 
dark blue and blue of the 1923 issue seemed to be imperforate (Fig. 1). But because it 
was unknown, I had some reserva tions about its lei;?itimacy and did not buy the cover. 

hortly thereafter. while in Berne. I visited the Philatelic Division of the Depart 
ment of Posts, T elegraph and Telephone. As a collector. 1 wai. curious to .ee their 
e'hibit. I called upon an old friend. ~Ir. Jules Haj!nauer. the ccretary of the Phila
telic Division. \ \Te had a common bond because he had been the one in cha rJ:?e of the 

wiss P. T. T. E'hihit in ~cw York during the 19~7 IPEX and also in Toronto for 
the 19~ 1 CAPEX International Exhibitions. During the cour'e of m} con,•ersarion \\ ith 
him, I mentioned the mysterious imperf. copy ol the 2 ·c air mai l stamp th at I had seen on 
a cover in the office of the dealer in Ba el. H e evidenced interest and took me to sec the 
Government's P . T. T . collection of proofs and es.ays of wiss tamp . ~Ir. 11 agnauer 

• Throui:hout the article rdcrencc1 "oil be to four •rccinlizcd catnlor:s. "ho'c names "ill bt' 1bbrc»io1ed 
•• follons:-

19;.i · H nnnbrin Air J>o,1 C11nloi:ue, ( nn.) 
19p Zunwcin chnciz Spccinl Kntnloi:. ( Zurn. ) 
•9-19 chn cizcri•docr Luftro t Katalog. ( ch. ) 
19q ilombra Cntalor:uc De La Postc ericnne, ( ii. ) 
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Fig. l . The special flight cover with one of the stamps being a printers proof of Scott 17. 

c'plained (() me that the policy is to retain all proofs of s\\ iss ~ramp~ in the cuscodr of 
the P. T. T. ~o copies ever are distributed and this poliC)' has been ri1?idly enforced. 
In connection with the 1923 air mail issue, the follo"·ing procedure had been fo llowed 
according ro the records. The Government ordered a private printing fi rm, Henzi & Co., 
to prepare a cliche for printinJ? these stamps hr typoJ?raphy. The cliche• "ere delivered to 
the Go\•ernment the stamps beinj? printed therefrom. As usual. before printinJ!;. the Gov
ernment made their O\\ n color proofs from the cliches on the same paper with which the 
•tamps were to he i,,ued. ~one of these proof ever left the Government"s po scs ion , 
which I saw with my own eyes. ' o ob\•iously the imperf s tamp that I had een on cover 
could nut po,sibly he a proof. But .\J r. H a j?nauer said that there was another possibility, 
and this was no doubt what happened. The printer, H enzi & Co .. for its own purpose 
had made its o\\ n proofs from the clichc he fore it was delivered to the P . T. T . to see if it 
\\as satisfactory. o possibly the imperf. scamp on the cover I had ecn might have been 
the prinrer's proof. Tltis ra11ltl br rnsily rstnblislll'tl because tlt e paper wo11/tl be diff t're11t 
{nun tin Got•en11111·11t's. 

o when I had to return to Basel from Berne, l wanted to take another look at the 
cover. I decided to take a chance and purchase it. \\'lien it \\as in my po cs ion, I wa 
fortunately able co carefully float the impcrforate stamp off the cover for examination. 
Tltr paper is tliffrn11t from tltat of t/11 isrnrtl stnmps. It is thicker, whiter and unwater
marked, ind icating to me that this copy of the 2-c air mail of the 1923 issue mu t be one 
of the printer's proofs. So I believe that my purchase turned out atisfactorily. 

C. 1038 A ara11 , fJu,m1ir l1l'f't ( an. +9. cutt 2+2, Zurn. 1 1, ii. 38A, ch. +X ) 

There is an air mail s tamp in this sheet which can confuse collectors. J f this stamp 
i removed from the ouvenir heet, upon firs t inspection it would seem to be the same as 
the air mail camp listed as San. + - , cott C22. It is not. an. +5· \\hen measured, is 
horter but wider than the same denomination in the sheet ( an. +9). \ e illustrate both 
an.+-. or C22 and San. +9 or Scott 2+2 to show the difference. ( Fig. 2) The most 
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SWITZERLAND 

Fig. 2. Left : the issued air stamp !San. 45, Scott C221 . Center : the air mail from the 
Souvenir Sheet fSan. 49, Scott 2421. Right : the Essay of the stamp !San. 491 . 

pronuunceJ difference on the design occurs between the tips of the wings and the frame
line. On the issued air mail stamp, San . .i.- . the wingtips almost touch the frnmeline. 
But on an. -1-9· the air mail s tamp remo\•ed from the Souvenir hcet, there is a much 
wider pace. 

;\ ow an essay exists of San. -1-9· The following table clearly shows how to di -
tinl!Uish this. the stamp from the Souvenir Sheet and the regular ai r s tamp:-

Sn11 . 45, C22 Sau. 49, c. 242 U 11/isted Euny 

Paper granite j?rnnite granite 
\.Yatermarlt wiss cross (none) (none) 
Gum ribbed smooth ribbecl 
D csil?n size 36x21.8 mm. 37x20 . .i. mm. 38x21 mm. 
Ovpt bars 8.25 mm. 8.5 mm. 9 mm. 

D. 192() Srn1i-Oflicinl B flul- Luurnr F/iglit , brown anti blncJ: (San. 5 11 , Zum. Airmail IV 
l\o. 16, Sch. !I No. 23). 

This emi-Official vi1tnette wa used on a special flight in connection with the celebra
tion of the 10th anniversary of the Rase] Samples Fair. The desi1?n (number in Sanabria 
08) sho11 s the build ing in Basel in which the Fair had been held ( F ig. 3) . 

Fig. 3. The Die Proof in black of San. 5 11 . 
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A die proof in black: exists of this Semi-Official on thick:, wove paper without gum and 
with the 'ii::nature of the designer, Paul Kanmueller of Basel. The arrow in Fig. 3 
points to this signature. 

E. H)26 Semi-0/jfrin/ Bnul-Sclrnfjlrn11u11 Fli9/i1 , gray 011d black {San. 512, Zurn. Airmail 
l\- Ko. 171 Sch. II · o. 2+) . 

hortly after the Basel-Luzerne Flight Semi-Official was issued, anotJ1er one wa 
ready on July 1, 1926 for use on a pecial Hight in connection witJ1 the International 
Exposition of Inland Navigation and the Use of Waterpowcr (Wasserk:raftnutzung). 
The design of the stamp shows the seaport of Basel whence boats navigate along the 
Rhine river from Ba cl, witze rland through Germany and HoUand into the i'-orth Sea. 

A die proof in black also exists of this Semi-Official on white wove paper, without 
gum and signed by the same designer. Paul Kanmueller (Fig. +) . 

Fig. 4. The Die Proof in black of San. S 12. 

Group 2 

.Ll . 1913 LitSla/-Rl1ti11/t lde11 Flight , brow11 E!t yellou· {San. 6, Zurn. Airmail TI No. 8, Sil. 
. o. 6). 

This 1913 Pioneer Flij?ht stamp comes on two different kinds of paper as follow ·-

1) . white wove 
2). grayish wove 

Although paper varietie~ are not generally catalog-listed in America, they are of 
interest to the keen specialists in Europe. And although we doubt whether both types 
papers will be Ii ted in Sanabria, specialists in Swiss air mail may wish to know of tJiis 
paper va riet)'. 

B. H)29 lss11e. Son. dtSig11 'o. 18, Seo// AP5. 

~I anr proofs of this issue are listed and priced in the Es ay and Proof section of 
Sanabria (:-..os. PD 33, 33a, 3+. 3+a1 3+b1 3+c and 3+x). A study of the material in m}' 
collection shows th at not only proofs of the 1929 i sue e:1.ist, but al o es ays because they 
are not like the issued stamps. 

San. PD3+x, the green or brown design without value, is known to exist with 
a). a greenLh blue and b). i:rar blue color that are not catalogued. 
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The issued st amp with the same design of the 35c and ~oc denominations (San. 33-
3~. con C13-q) have the dcsij!ner ' name. \ ' ibcrt, on the right ne:\t to the ri1dit value 
tahlet. Illustrated a re two proofs. One, on a la rge heet ( Fig. -) , ha~ t11e designer's 
name on che leit. The color of this is blue black. o being different irom the issued 
scamp, I considered this an uncatalogued essay. Also shO\\ n is a similar proof with the 
designer's name in the same position as on the issued scamp. ( Fij!. - Top ) Bue the color 
of chi$ item is deep blue. different from that of the bclon:-mcntioncd essay. 

The same iruacion exists \\ irh the 3;c denomination both as co the location of the 
designer·~ name and the color variations, showing that there is also both an e sar and a 
proof of chi~ denomination. 

Fig. 5. An uncataloged Essay and Proof. 

C. 1926 Sn11i-Olficinl. (San. ;\o. 51 1, Zurn. Airmail 1\. Ko. 16, ch. :So. 23). 

Previously when discussing a proof in black of the semi-official San. 51 1 (Group I, 
Section D) the s cor}• for the reason of the issuance of this vij!nette was given. This 
item, however, is listed in much greater detail in the Swis specialized catalogs, therefore 
their listings of this stamp is quoted : 

zu~ !STE Ii\. Semi-Official Stamps so ld for JO centimes Red/ Brown/ Black/ White. 
Two printings for th is Ts ue. 

First Printing. 300 stamps printed in sheets of 10 (2 x 5). Position ;\o. 10 carrie 
the initi als of the designer. Paul Kanmueller, an artist of Basel. (Fig. 6). 

Suull(/ Printing. 1200 stamps issued in a more yellowish tone of color. (Fig. 7). 

19~9 SCHWE IZ KATALOG. Semi-Official. 
Recl/ Brown/ klack/ White. 300 stamps issued. 
Yellow Brown/ Black/ White. 1181 issued. 
P osition :\ o. 10 has tl1c initials of the artist, Paul Kanmueller. Sheet has two row 

of • stamps. ( ome essays exist imperforatc.) 

Referring to both of the Swiss cata logs, one secs th:it the he t key to distinguish he
rween the scnrcer First Printing and the more common ccond Printing is with the color 
difference. Also if one has a copy other than Posi tion ;\ o. 10 with the artist's initials, 
how do you tell if any copy from P ositions :\os. 1 to 9 is from the first or second 
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SWITZERLAND 

Fig. 6 . The First Printing according to the Swiss catalogs with the artist's initials on Pos. 
No. 10 as 1nd1cated. 

Fig. 6A. A handdrawn sketch to show the artist's initials enlarged. 

Fig. 7 . The Second Printing as described on the Swiss catalogs. 
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Fig. 8 . Tv.o flown covers each franked with a copy of San. 511 from Position No. I 0 . The 
lighter shade shown on the top has the initials of the artist . But the darker co lor at the 
bottom is without these init ials. 
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printing? o chcckinl? my material. I had ro rely upon the color variation. Bur this test 
did not stand up. Among the material of this stamp accumulated were t\\ o co\'ers each 
having a copy from Position '.\o. 10. Curiously enough the determinable Posi tion No. 10 

on one cover is a lighter color shade than the same position on the other cove r. If the 
catalogs listings were correct, the first with the artist's initials must come in the darker 
hade of the First Printing. while the other copy without the initials must be the lighter 

color, the ccond Printing. But one can sec from the illu tration (Fig. 8) that the 
exact opposite is true. 

:\ow a further mystery arose as I began examining closely the material accumulated. 
I found copic of this stamp in t/, ,. darkt'r slrad,. tvitlr t/,,. artist's initials 11pQ11 t'fJl'rJ' copy 
in lllt' shut of 10. lllustratcd is a block of four showing th at each stamp has the initials 
(Fig. 9). A logical conclusion. therefore, would seem to be that there was a TH IRD 
PRI ~T l :'\ G unmentioned in either of the pecialized Swiss catalogs . 

• • • • 
. ~ ················1·················· 

iJ&iiiUI ' 

• • 
P!to101 b1 B outr'1/r. 

Fig. 9 . A block of four of San. 51 l each with the artist's initials as indicated. 

D . 1926 St'mi-Officinl. ( an. 512. Zurn. Airmail [\' l\o. 17, ch. II No. 2-1-). 

This vignette was also described when the proof was discussed in Group I, Section D . 
The Swiss catalog~ mention nothing ahout color or shade differences, copie$ with or with
out the artist's initia ls on an. • 12 as is the case with an. 5 11. However, while study
ing copies after being able to accumulate much material here and abroad , I found that 
this stamp also comes \\ ith shade variations that are easily spotted. IUustrated (Fig. 
10 ) are two stamps which show the most prominent variations in the color shade. 
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Fig. 10. 

lmperforate copies of this ~tamp also are known. \Vhile examining these. I found 
copies with the artist's initials (Fig. 11). a fact unmentioned in any catalog. Further
more. I came across many variation in color on the imperforatc copies just as with the 
perforated ones. But the artist's initials up to no\\ have been found only on the im
pcrfnrate stamps that come in the lighter shade. 

Fig. 1 I . Two blocks of four of San . 512 imperforate . On the left-hand block all four 
stamps have the artist's initials as indicated by the arrows. The righthand block has no 
initials on any stamp. But the variations in the colors are noticeable. 
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Look For the Watermark Lines and Secretaria de H acienda 
Iexico (Scott \,\'atermark o. 260, Sanabria BB ) 

In 19·3, philatelic circles in the United rate were excited by the announcement of 
the discover} of the cu rrent ' 1 current postage stamp printed br error upon paper used 
onlr for the Li. . Revenue stamps. Our postage tamp arc printed on unwatermarked 
paper, but Revenue stamps onlr upon paper watermarked C. S. I. R. Thi> Ji~covef)' 
s timulated a J!reat deal of interest, causing every one who had copies of the .;'1 Presidential 
to watermark them to see if they were on the w atermarked paper. The popular >tamp 
pres• kept us well informed of developments, ci ting tho e who had found the scarcer 
\ariety. Reading all the;e reports led to the conclu ion that many $1 po<tagc stamps were 
found watermarked . S. I. R. 

The same situation has occurred with some :\ fcxican stamps, but because ~ I cxico 
docs not command the same popular interest as the stamps of our 011 n country, the pub
licit)• about the discover}' with stamps from our southern neighbor was far less. In fact 
many stamp papers ha1 e failed to mention it. 

Allow us to orient you somewhat about the printing and production of modern i\ l cxi
can stamps, especially during the period from 1930 to 19~0. In those years :\ l cxican 
stamps J!enerally were printed upon paper watermarked "Correos :\l exico" ( cotr \ Vmk. 
1 6, anabria A). Occasionally another paper wa u cd watermarked " ecretaria de 
Hacienda :\lexico" ( cott \i\7mk. 2~8. anabria B). There was a third type of paper 
wa termarked "Lines and ecretaria de Hacienda :\lexico" ( cott \ Vmk. 26o, Sanahria 
BB ). which \1 as intended for use on Revenue stamps. 

Fig. I . Look for this watermark on Mexico Scott C76. Sanabria 127. 

A< near!} as can be determined, 'ometime in 193'\. some stamps 11 ere printed br mi -
take on the paper used cml) for Re\•enue stamps. This 11 as not immediately discovered, 
because it ~eems that the stamp• \1 ere sold with the rej!ular 'cock and not detected un til 
sometime after their u'c just the ~ame a~ 11 ith the :$1 Pr"y of •. . watermarked 
1. R. :\' ot man)' unused copic' have been found. the i:reat majoritr obviou Ir having 
bi:en used for mailing. 

The first discoverie' of :\ l exican stamps printed upon paper watermarked with cott 
26o, anabria BB instead uf cott 1 ~6 or anahria A wa on ome fc11 denominations of 
the 193~ definitive postal!C and air mail issue. The ai r mail stamp, the 2oc "Eaj!le ~lan" 
( cott desii:n AP18, anabria 23) , wa~ found on the paper intended for Revenue sramps, 
the one with " Lines and ecreta ria de H acienda :\lexico". In the current editions of the 
ca talo!?S, th is is listed and priced as follows: 

Scott C7+ 
Sanabria 128 

193+ --------
1936 -

--(unused) • 
7 o.oo (unused) 

7. o(used) 
1 o.oo (used ) 

•In the editions pre,ious to ' 9H· coll had rriccd C74 ol $Joo.no unused " ith italics. 
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:\'oting the dates found on the cancelled copies. they gener:tll)' are l"ovember and 
December 1935. Scott dates its C74 as 1934, while Sanabria ~o. 128 i dated 1936. 

A few years after this, another sensational discovery was made. The l\IADERO 
commemorative stamp (Scott C76, Sanabria 127 ) , the 2oc sca rlet issued on ' ovember 20, 
1935 to mark the 25th Anniver ary of the '.\J adero Plan, has remained a rather common 
tamp, either mint or used, on the regular watermarked paper "Correos '.\ lexico". To 

show this, here is how the catalogs list and price this: 

Scott C76 W mk 156 design A P24 1935 
an. 127 Wmk A (500,000 issued) _ 

.1- (unused) 

.20 ( unused) 
.10 (used) 
.05 (used) 

11 co11ul/ed rop1• of tlu Jl/adero Commrmorotif'I' was fo1111tl 011 paper wattrmorJ:td 
" Linn 011d Surrtario de fl acin1do 111 rxiro." To make ure that thi find was authori
t ative, in the summer of 1954, this copy was sent to the Expert Committee of the Phila
telic Foundation, .\ cw York, :"\ . Y. for its opinion. After a thorough examination and 
te~ting, a Foundation Certificate was issued stating that this find was bona-fide, as shO\\ n 
on the accompanying illustration ( Fij?. 2). 

A curious co-incidence followed very shortly after this Philatelic Foundation Certifi
cate was issued. This writer happens to be a member of the E:\pcrt Committee of the 
Philatelic Foundation. Thi Committee docs not know the names of those submitting 
items for opinion, each having a number. Dated August 26, 1954, the following letter 
was recei,•ed from '.\ Ir. F. S. Howard of San Francisco, Calif.: 

Aero Philatelis t Inc. 
186o Broadway 

l ew York 23, ;o.l. Y. 
Gentlemen: 

We 8peet·a/ize tn 
AMG 

ISRAEL 
POLAND 

TRIESTE 
VATICAN CITY 

Write for our price l ists. 

ALL THE AIRLETTER SHEETS • AND 1-ST DAY COVERS IN STOCK 

PENNY BLACK STAllP CO. 
Est. 191 2 

S. L. Bayer, Prop. 

116 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. £ 
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Kindly ~end me rhe issue of your AN ALS mentioned on page 4 of " the \ Vestern 
Stamp Collector" dated Aug. JISt. 
I assume the article mentioned docs not li~t i\ Icxico C76 on revenue watermarked 
paper, recently e'l:amined by the Expert Committee and J?iven an okay h} the issuance 
of one of their Certificates. This particular stamp i. part of m} ;:'\lexican ai r mail 
collection , and from wh ar information I can gather in i\ l exico, ir i one of the world' 
rarest air mail tamps. 

\\'e replied to .\1 r. H oward and since then have had quite an e'tcnsive corrc,pondcnce 
\\ ith him, trying to find our as much n \\e could abour this find . Up to this \\ riting, he 
has informed w. of two inrerestinJ,? developments:-

1. '.'\ o further copies of .\ I e.xico C76 upon rhc watermarked Revenue paper have come 
to light. 
2 . .\Ir. H oward has received letters from both U. S. and :\l cxican dealers inquirinJ? if he 
ca res to sell his cop)'. Being an enthusia~tic collector and in the process of forming a 
hiJ,?hlr specialized collection of :\IeAico air mails, he obviously has no inrerest in selling 
at this time. 

Referr ing aJ?ain to the U. S. ~1 Prexy watermarked . !. R., we have not . rcn 
even an approAimare count oi the number of copies found. Bu t th i i now Ii red in 

con as C. . 832b, priced at $37· ·o unused, $8.50 used (a rypoJ?raphical error reversed 
these prices). And from all the press reports. one could estimate thar rhere arc hundreds 
of copies of C. con 832b. ~ow comparinJ? this to .\Jexico C74, we know of only 
three unU$ecl copie~. As for the new find of :\Jexico C76 on Rc,•enue watermarked 
paper, so far only one used copy has been found. 

i1 ero P Iii/ate/isl ll r111nls 

(Concluded on Page 79) 

d single rarity 
or a whole collection 

whichever you are thinking of selling, you 
w ill have every reason to be pleased if you 
place 1t in our hands for auction. 

We can offer you 50 years of experience 
and a s terl ing reputation. Also: free ap
praisal if we sell your stamps; an 1mmed1ate 
cash advance; an unsurpassed mailing lost 
of buyers all over the world; full insurance 
on your stamps; qual ified experts in all 
departments; deluxe ill ustrated catalogues. 

We are constantly planning future sales, 
so write us today! 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. 
L eading A ur lionurs of Fine Stamfls 

560 Fifth Avenue, New York 36, N. Y. 
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............. ~.!I.-~~--·-··· ·· 19 .. ~~ ... 

THE PHILATELIC FOUNDATION 
22 EAST 3~TH STREET 

NEW YORK I 6 . N . Y 

ExPERT COMMITTEE 

We have examined the enclosed .. llfAl~.9. ... l .m.a. .... 20;' 
_ .. .o.v..~.~ ...... 9'-P..~~!.~.t ....... ~~-~!.~~!~t .. ~.~.!., .. ,J~~-~ ...... . 
Seoretar1a De Baoienda llexioo (Scott ... #280) ·················-··········-····-···--····· .... ·············· .................. ,. ............. ,_.,, ............... _.,, .................. _ .. _ ........... -.. 

-----····-------~......,-~----------------~-...--
submitted by ~ ... ~.1 ...... 1.1 ..... ~.! .... l~~-... ~.:~.~~~-~~.:.=.~-~

of which a photograph is attached and are of the opinion 

-~~~ ... !~ ..... ~ .... S!'!~~! ... .!~ .... ~;; .... !.!.!P.!~.~-~~ ... :::.::.:.::.:.~--
----~------------~--~-----_,_ __ _..._._.__. ..... ~--........................ "'''''''''''''''''''''•••M••·······••H•••·············--····························· .. ··· ... ···········•···························· 

----------.-.---~ ......... --~--------_........-----_._-........ -..... -........................................................................................................................................... . 

Fig. 2 . 

For The Expert Committee 
Chai mum 

The Certificate as issued by the Expert Committee of the Philateli.c Foun~at1on .. 
f//u11ratrorr <our/fl)' of thr Ph1/attlrr I 011nJa1ron. 
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If anyone, who reads th i~ account, h:is copies of '.\Iexico Scott C76 or Sanabria 127, 
he should immediately watermark all of them. Look for the lines running diagonally 
along the watermark. This is the best key to the Revenue paper watermark ( cott \\·mk. 
26o. Sanabria BB). If they show on any copy, the fortunate finder mar justifiabl}• cheer, 
especially if the copy is unused. After the excitement of such a discovery has quieted 
down. it will be appreciated if the finder will communicate with the editor of the AERO 
PHll.ATEl.IST ANNALS, o that the many interested may keep track of any further dis
coveries of this '.\lexican rarity. Good hunting!! 

CATALOG Ar\D BOO K REVIEWS 
Sroll's Stnudnrd Poslnge 1111111> Cntnlogur. 1955. Vol. 1. cott Publications Inc., 1 ew 

Yo rk , ); . Y. Price $+.oo. 

The latest edi t ion of the part of Scott for the American and British nations came out 
toward the end of October, 19· +· Again seeking items therein of interest to the air mail 
stamp collector, we look for two things-new listings and prices changes. 

There is one interesting new listing under :\Iexico. con previously had listed only 
two stamps for the 1929 Official air mails. The 19·5 edition adds a third Stamp, now 
numbered as i\ I exico C02B. This stamp long has been listed b}' Sanabria and it exists 
on covers manifesting proper official use. We are pleased to see that this ~tamp finally 
has been accorded a Scott listing. which it has deserved. :'\o other ne\\ listings of air 
mails were found. 

H owe~er. this reviewer would like to pause at this point to examine the policy of the 
editor of Scott since '.\Ir. Gordon Harmer and his staff have been in charge. There had 
been a number of air mail stamps not listed by Scott. some accompanied h} hold-factd 
text notes that "in the opinion of the editors. they were not issued primarily for po~tal 
purposes". Practically in every new edition. one or two of these disbarred issues wae 
listed by Scott. Consequently, by the 195 edition. most all of those air mails. which many 
thought were unfairly not recoirnizecl by cott, have been listed and priced. o at this 
time, \\ e tabulate tho e issue which were listed by cott in recent yea rs:-

Chile C i -
Colombia C 1 A-1 ;-.. 
Cuba C2+-29 
:\fexico C02B 
:'\ ica ragua C221 B-221 K 
Panama C -3A-B 

This is a fine record. which is to the credit of the present editors of 'cott. Also it is 
a credit to a philatelic oqrnniza tion like ours. because our puhlications had produced 
research arricles on many of rhe above-mentioned air mail stamps. which no doubt bore 
influence upon the editors of Scott. And finallv. it is a tribute to philatel} when one 
realizes the co-opera tion between phila telic specialty groups and the editor of America's 
leadinf! cataloj!. 

There still exists one air mail listinl! in \' ol. l of co tt that should he revised , 
namely, Pnpua C1. :\lost all other ca talogs correctly break this down into it~ three prin t
ings-a) H arri on, b) Cooke and c) A h. cott still persists in ignoring this and having 
on!} one listing. Therefore, it is suititeste1l that beginning with the 19-6 edition. there be 
a Papua C1. C1A and C1 B. Of course. it is expected that the sca rce r and more desirable 
H arrison Printing will be realistically priced in line with it~ current market price. 

As ior prices, there have not been many sensational chanj!es, either up or down. 
However, in iteneral we noticed many changes, the greatest portion of them being in
c reases, reflecting the strengthening of the market for air mail stamps. specially those 
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is us that were printed in comparatively limited quantities. For instance, the t;, . Graf 
Zeppelins are boosted a few dollars; the Albatro s and Pegasu issues of rugua)' all 
have received price increases as well of some of the better British air mails. One stamp, 
which this reviewer ah\ ays considered overlooked by many, Canada C2, has confi rmed ou r 
belief. It has reached a price of $+. -o unused and $3 used. No doubt about it. the most 
ensational price jump concerns Venezuela's recent "States" series of 195 1--3 (C338--53). 
~!any values fo rmerly priced at $2 or $3 have gone to $1 or more. But one wonder 
why all the used prices for this long series were omitted. The next edi tion of cott 
should have them in because the prices of unused and used on these \ ' enezuelan stamps 
bear little similarity. Some denominations that are sca rce mint come much more plenri
fully cancelled and vice versa. 

There is one note under Peru C1. which research done in the last few years has 
proven wrong. Tlrert art two pri11ti11gs of tire 1927 t1ir mail s tamp. The ink is not the 
determining key, but the alignment of the settings. This reviewer would advise a revision 
of this tex t. (fl. ,1/. G.) 

Tire }011rnnl of tlrr R ossicn Society of R11ssia11 Plri/ntely. ~o. ++· 195+· Editor, Dr. 
Gregory B. S:ilisbury. +9th & Locust Sts., Philadelphia, Pa. ~I imeogrnphed, +8 pp. , 
paper cover. 

The journ:il of the Rossica ociety ceased publication some years back due to war 
and political upheavals in Europe. ~ evertheless, a hobby like philately lies beyond politi
cal bounds. As one looks back over the years since stamp collecting sta rted , he will see 
that stamps issued by a onetime adversa ry later gained popularity when this same count ry 
became a friend and ally. So be it with R ussian philately. 

Dr. Salisbury, the editor, has been a longtime member of Aero Phil atel ists. H e had 
informed this reviewer that "the Journal of the Rossica ocie ty" would be resumed under 
his supervision. His subsequent letters struck a responsive chord when he related the 
trials and tribulations of philatelic editinJ?. Finally. after much toil and hard labor. he 
was able to send out his firs t number. 

~lost of the contents relate to non-aero-philatelic matters. obviously not ~ubject to 
commt>nc in a maJ?azine devoted to air mail stamps. But there is ahout a page on air 
mail ~. This is a tabu lation of a rticles published on ae ro-philately of Russia and counr rie 
now in its cont rol and/ or orbit. It i~ with pride that we read that this bibliography i 
exclu~ive ly from our publications, tire At'ro Plrilotrlist °Xl'WS, Vols. 1 thru 8 and this ne\1er 
one. T11E AERO P111LATEL.IST A:-;"l;ALS. The complimentary remarks prefacinJ? thi . list
ing are not only appreciated. but the sincerity of the recommendation does our or!!:tni7n 
tion ''ell. 

As for any comment of ours upon the first edi t ion by Dr. Salisbu11 and his . t a ff. one 
must be tolerant of typographical e rrors and uneven format. T oo well do we remember 
our first edi torial efforts. The vital matter to consider i~ the service performed in this 
journal. ft is by a small but enthusiastic J? roup motivated olely by love for philately. 
Forced to opera te on a very limited budget and never in hopes of having a large reader
ship, one cannot help but pay tribute to the work and spiri t behind those responsible for 
this publication. One must never forj?e t that whether it be America. British Common
wealth or Russia. each is a branch on the t ree of philately. Therefore. whether one works 
for a large or small group. recoJ?nition must be given to all philatelic services. \\'e. there
fore, wish this publication well for the rrason tha t any service to philately deserves a ll 
the encouragement and upport it can get. o little ha been written in English on rhi 
specialty that by breaking down a most difficult lanj?uagc barrier, the chances of increa ed 
interest are enhanced. ( H. Al. G.) 
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CH I LE 
The "Testart" Air ~Iail Stamps San. r-5 

By DEREK PAL\ I ER• 

Almost thirty years ha\'e passed since rhe firsr Chile air mail stamps were issued. 
They were made for use on an air line service berween antiago, the capital, and 
\ 'alparai o, the principal port. The set of live stamps is catalogued by Sanabria ( ' o. 1·5) 
and Yvert ( ;.-o. 1- -) , but not Gibbons. although this British catalogue mentioned the 
set as being omitted on account of its being qcmi-official. For many )Cars, Scott treated 
them like Gibbons, but a few years ago listed the set as Chile C1-5. 

Early in 1927 the Chilean Governmenr contracred with Senor Luis Testart for the 
transport in his aircraft of mail between the rwo cities men tioned. The Chilean " Late 
Fee '' ( t;hima Hora ) tariff of double normal postage, was to be charged being payable 
in cur rent po tage stampq and, in addition, an equal amount was to be paid by means of 
special air mail stamp . the proceeds from these latter accruing to the air line as pay
ment for t ransporting the mail. 

The Chilean )l int were instructed to prepare special air mai l stamps. But as they 
were not able to do so in the time required , they suggested that the stock they held of an 
unissued commemorative tamp be overprinted and used instead. This idea was approved, 
'0 1i-.ooo stamps were surcharged CORREO AEREO and a new value, as follows:-

• \Ir. Derck 1'1lmrr of Santio~o De Chile, Chile i1 rcco1:nizcd as one of Chile's lcadini: philatcl i111. 
borh rhrough his "riunio onJ phil arclic acth•itics. 

The House of 

AIR ~JAIL STAlllPS 
EXCLUSIVELY 

• Mint ... Used . . . Single Stamps 
• Miniature Sheets & Collections 

WRITE for our NEW '54 Catalog 

This comprehensive price list of standard catalog stamps of the World 
pertain ing to AI R MA IL STAMPS, AIR RATES & AVIATION TOPICS 
is an IDEAL GUI DE and C HECK LIST for Collecto rs . 

50c Deductible from First $5 orde r 

Our Prices are right . Our stock is about 85 % comple te. W e buy 
and Sell Quality Air Sta mps o f the W o rld. 

Normandy Stamp Studio, Inc. 
12051 Ventura Place, Studio City, Calif. Box 1111 

Member : A.A.M.S. - A.P. - A.S.D.A. - C.C. of N. Y. - P.T.S. Ltd. 
and all leading U. S. Philatelic Societ ies. 
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Fig. 1. " Pro-Raza" label. 

0,000 stamps with .f.O Centavos 

20,000 stamps with 8o Centavos 

20,000 stamps with I peso 20 cts. 

20.000 stamps with I peso 6o ct . 

15.000 stamps \\'ith 2 peso . 

The unissued stamp was of large size (26 x 30 mm.), printed in brown and blue, 
having been prepared to commemorate the 1ooth :inniversa rr of the Battle of l\laipo, one 
of the decisive engagements of the Chilean War of Independence. The design showed a 
well engraved portrait of the founde r of the Repuhlic of C hile-Bernardo O'H iJ,!gins
At the top of the frame appeared the name "C H I LE" with the word "C ORREOS" 
below; on either side of the portrait. in two squares, wa, the value of " 10" with the 
abbreviation "cts." below. (Fig. 2) At the bottom. in two lines, was the inscription 
"CE:'\TE:\ARTO ~ I AIPO" Ranked on either side by the dates 1818 and 1918. I t is 
very important to know this design. as will be shown later on. 

The service commenced on :\I ay 3, 1927 ; letter• had to be delivered to the Santiago 
or \' alparaiso post office where the ai rmail .ramps were affi "d b}' the postal cle rks them
sel ve~. none o f the stamps beinJ,! sold to the public. In the first two weeks the postal 
authoritic collected Pesos $2 . .f.70.- (a t that time about S $300.-) in air mail charJ,!es 
which >um "as paid over to the air line. 

On :\l arch 16th of the following ~·car the only aircraft of the line crashed, o the 
~e rvice came to an end. ome months later Stiior Tcstart petitioned the authorities for 
permi.;•ion to buy the stamps that remained on hand at their face value. But this request 
\\' as not J.!ranted and the stock was ordered to be incinerated. this being done shortly 
a fterwards. 

The total value of the issue was Pe os $ 122.000.- of which Peso ~ 18,006.6o were 
used for po tal?e. The face value of the remainder, "hich wtre incinerated. amounted 
co Peso S103,987.6o, one complete sec wi th face value of Pesos $6.- being retained in 
the Post Office archives. 
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Fig. 2. Genuine stamp, Scott C2. 

Cf/ILE 

Fig. 3 . Forged overprint on " Pro-Raza" label 
which has inner frame line : missing from 

genuine stamp. 

These stamps performed a legitimate postal service for best pa rt of a year. They 
were printed by the Chilean :\1 int, were available at the two principal Chilean post o ffices 
and were never in pos!ession of any private concern or individual. · o remainde rs or 
srocl:s exist. Therefore. there is no "axe-grindinJ?" on the pa rt of collectors of Chilean 
stamps \\hen. in view of these facts. they urge that this se t be included in every catalogue. 

Fakes 

In 1925 a patriotic label was printed by the Chilean i\ l int ; ( Fig. 1) this was very 
similar to the unissued :\I aipo commemora tive, the only difference being in the altered 
insc riptions and the addition of an inner trame line around the portrait. This label, 
known as " Pro-Raza" is illustrated in Fig. 1. 

The carcity of the "T esta rt" issue in the philatelic market attracted the attention 
of the fo rger, two basic types of counte rfeits beinj? known. The first can be easily 
distinguished as it consis ts of a counterfei ted overprint on the " Pro-Raza" label and not 
on the " :\l aipo" commemorative. The second fake needs more care to clistinj?uish it from 
the legi timate stamp. H e re too the " P ro- Raza" label is used but the in criptions " 21 
de :\J ayo", " Pro-Raza" and the dates ' '19i-" have heen very ca reful ly 'painted ou t ; th e 
insc riptions of the " :\I aipo" commemorative ha\•e heen painted over them. and on top of 
this fake. a counterfeit surcharge has been printed. Examination w ith a maj?nifying glal's 
will sho\\ the di fference be tween the hand painted insc riptions of the counterfeit and the 
clear printing of the le!!itimate stamp. The counte rfeiters overlooked one essentia l differ
ence between the "Pro-Raza" label and the " ~ faipo" stamp-the forme r havinir an inner 
frame line around the cent ral portrait. as alread~· mentioned, which does not appear in 
the unissued commemora t ive on which the le!!itimate stamps were overprinted. ( F i!!. 3) 
This can be clearly een in the accompanring photoj! raphs. the fir t illustration being the 
" Pro-R aza" label. the second is the l c~itimate stamp and the third being the counterfeit 
described. The arrows 1111 the illustration- point to the key difference. 

The 1>rigin:il srnmp w ere not ~ol d to the public. bur were :iffi,ed b\• postal employee 
to lette rs handed in over the counter. For that reason. there was n~t much chance of 
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for~eries beinl! used e:\cept, of course. had a postal employee been a partner co some uch 
underhand busines>. I think, howe\•er that all 11 ere made for sale to collectors. I undcr-
tand that ome of the so-called "unused" stamps of this se t which arc around, arc really 

u,ed copie,. with l!;um added. There is a talc that in order to get "unused" copies, some 
people sent leucrs franked with these stamps on which they spread a thin coat of varnish 
which wa,hed off. with the postal cancellation , and then was gummed to look like a mint 
st amp. \\'hethcr this is just a tor)', or real fact. 1 do not know. It sounds a bit far
fetched, but one never knows to what lengths some people will go. 

A detailed account of the "Testart" issue appeared in the April 1931 number of 
"Chile Filatelico," then edited by Sr. Victor \' arg:is of Vir'ia de! :U ar, Chile, in which the 
official decree. and documents are transcribed, and from which much of the information 
of this article has been extrncted. 

OFFICERS 
Presidr11 1 __ _ _----- STANLEY R. RTCE 
F.xu 11tit•r ricr President •.•..• ___ -----···· ···--·-· ---··· _ SA:\ l RODVIEN 
Fu st l'ur Prtsidrnt ·-·-·-.. ·-·-·----------JOHN R. DILWORTH 
Secretary .... __ ··-·--------·- ---·- -·-- _____ BERK ARD FINK 
SurttarJ -·- ----------_SA ' L WHIT:\IAN 
Assista111 SurttarJ• _---·-- ---------···-·--- --·-··. FRANK GLANZ 
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Class of 1955 

RICHARD . BOH'.' 
RICHARD W . CAl\ ~ IAN 

JOH~ R. OIL\\'ORTll 
JACOBS. GLASER 

DIRECTORS 

0 CAR R. LI CHTENSTEIN 
R. HA BROUCK SHRADY, ~l.D. 

Class of 1957 

BER:'\ARD Fli'\K 

C lass of 1956 

JOHN ]. BRITT 
FRAl\K GLA~Z 
TA~LEY R. RICE 

AXTHO:'\Y SCALA 
IRA SEEBACHER 
LOUIS N . STAUB 

HE:\RY ~J. GOODKI NO 
LEO:'\ARD E. LIVl:'\GSTONE 
SA:\1 RODVJE:'\ 
J ULES L. WAC HT 
SAUL WH IT~IAN 
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1942 BRITISH FORCES AIR i\1AIL 

After T he Sinking of T he H. i\rL S. Breconshire 

By GORDO. " .\RD, ~ 1. D .• 

H. :\ !. . Breconshire was a well found cargo boat which plied between Alexandria 
and l\ falta. vVhen war broke out she was taken over by the Admiralty and kept on the 
same run . Since she w as a fast boat, it was hoped that she would be able to avoid the 
bombers without pecial aircraft protection. She actunll}' managed to do this for quite a 
t ime, but on :\l arch 2~. 19~2 she w a damaged by a near miss and made her way with 
difficulcy• into Kalafrana Bay. This is nn the sou thern side of ~l alta, away from Valetta, 
but here the enemy found her out and dive bombed her on the afternoon of the 25th. I am 
~blr t•J quote an eye witness of what followed who writes that- " he was hit amidship 
by a bomb dropped by one o f the Stukers and a fire developed on the super tructure just 
behind the funnel. Fire fighting equipment was short and inadequate. However, thr 
Aames were brouJ!ht temporarily under control and in the meantime unloading took place 
from the holds which were still unharmed, but the blaze continued during the night and 
ll\ the morning it was beyond control." Finally the Breconshire turned on its ide and 
sank in shallO\\ '' ater with che loss of much of its valuable ca rgo. 

•Dr. Gordon \\'orJ is a \\cll-kno"n philatel i11 in England. He \HOte us: "On lookinr throurh 1 

cop~ of T ttt 'A• •o P11111\rLu r A":uu in the /,1brury of tire Ro,.al l'lr ilatdir Soriay. it occurrcd to me 
that iou mil!ht like the encl osed. It deal; " ith an i11tcrc11 ir" but little kno"n phosc of acro·rhilatcl)." 

( ;:\ ext Page, Please) 

TWO HANDBOOKS AVAILABLE 

In 1950 and 1951, AERO PHILATELISTS d istributed to its members and then sold to 
the public two exceptionally informative handbooks on some of the most interesting and 
historical air mail stamps ever issued. A small supply is still avai lable for any one interested. 
When ordering, p lease send cash to: 

Aero Philatelists, Inc. 

1860 Broadway 

New York 23 , N. Y. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMPS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Mostly about the famous 24c red and blue s tamp of 191 8 and the one sheet with the 
Inverted Centers. This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional illustrations otters information 
which few know about our first air stamp. Price 50c. 

THE HAWKER STAMP OF NEWFOUNDLAND 

An exhaustive s tudy of this famous stamp along with its companion issues such as the 
Martinsydes. 23 pages are devoted to these aero-philatelic gems along with 14 illust rations. 

This handbook received rave reviews from the philatelic p ress all over the world. 
Price S l .00. 
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BRITISH FORCE AIR Mt/IL 

AIR MAlL LE1TER CARO 
Tracings of two handstamps used for the emergency Air Mail Letter Cards. 

Included in this lost carj?o was a whole year's supply of Air ;\fail Letter Cards for 
the force in :\1 al ta. A few of these were recovered but they were rained with oil and 
alimost unm.able. 1 have one such in my collection ce rtified by the writer a~ derived 
from this damaged stock. 

The military authorities dealt with the iruation by publishing an Order that until 
further supplies could be obtained (and this meant a veq • long: time) the troops might 
make rheir own Air :\ l ail Letter Cards out ot any paper they had available. The results 
of this order " ere quite remarkable and it is these that l!i\'e it philatelic importance to 
the last voynl!e of the Breconshire. Any sort of paper "as scarce cnouJ?h at the time and 
the making of letter cards presented consicl crnhle difficulty. The surviving specimens, of 
which there are very few. foll in to the following groups-

( 1) Paper folded into shape and ea led with any gummed paper available, and bear
ing on the front the manuscript word:. "Emcrl!ency Air :\Jail Letter Card ''. 

(2) The same sort of contri\•ance but with hand tamped "Air :\Jail Letter Card". 
The handsramps were roughly made, prohably at L nit Headquarters. 

(3) Cards in crihed hr the use of a Ronco machine and ha\•ing \'arious wordings. 
think some of these, of which l have seen 3 varieties. were produced for the use 
of men in ho pital and on the hospital premises. 

( +) Printed imitations of the official card made by ;\ l altese printers, on white or 
orange paper. This was very thin and unsatisfactory but nothing better \\' :l 

obtainable. 

have een altogether 3+ of these emergency letter cards and have not heard of any 
others which have survived, nor is it likel} that verr many have done so. They were 
certainly autho rised officiallr and are eminently collectable. They should. of course, have 
carried n 3d. ;\lnltese tamp. :\ l nny of them do so. Bue the citizen turned oldier i 
very apt to read Orders to his own advantaj?e and some of the e cards bear no stamp at all. 
:\' o one seems to have worried about this and the} came safe I}' to hand in the home country. 
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Editonals 

Somewhat Premature and Otherwise Incorrect 

Some of rhe leading popular sramp papers here and abroad lately have published 
a rticles forcca ting the end of ai r mail stamps in the near future, because of the growing 
trend in ' orth America and Europe to transport all first-class mail by air whether it 
has been prepaid by air mail stamps or not. First. it is pointed out that one of the 
world's great users of mail, Great Britain, ever since the inception of air mail never found 
a need for distinctive stamps that called for use by air post. By this time the nitcd 
Stall' and Canada arc pressing forward their programs to send all first-class mail (3-cent 
in the C. ., and 5-ccnts in Canada) hr air. Jn Europe. the candinavian countrie • Au -
tria. German} and witzerland no longer find a need for • pecial air mail stamps despire 
of the facr thar rheir volume of Aown mail has grown considerably :.ince the time thar air 
mail sramps had been discontinued in those countries. 

The conclusion drawn by these wrirers after ob erving all of these present-dar indi
cations is to prophesy that within two or rhree yea rs the air mail stamp \\ill be as extinct 
as the dodo. The final conclusion reached by those following this line of reasoninl? is to 
fore::ee a chanf?ed statu for aero-philately. imilar ro dead countries, \\hen there will be 
no more issuance of air mail stamps, the interesr in our specialty \\'ill wane. o to the 
hill .. mt'n. the dike,, are broken: or nm\ is the time to unload your air stamp collection. 

:'\ow let u try to analyze this reasoning in a fair bur unemotional manner. uch 
dire predictions strike u a not only premature but incorrect. First of all there are still 
today many countries issuini: air mail stamps. :\ot all of them will stop using air stamp~ 
for manr years to come. \ e can only af?ree with those writeri. a~ far as their corrccd} 
spotting a trend. Certainly each year "ill see more and more mail flown while only 
prepaid with the first -dass mail rare. But at will be ~ lA:"\Y ~car,, until all the countrie 
now usinJ! air mail stamps discontinue them. 

The most difficult role for an}•one to undertake in any field, aero-philately included. 
i that of a prophet. The future is uncertain and no one can foresee what \I ill actuall} 
occur. But let us picture the time \I hen the issuance of all air mail stamps in the \\ orld 
has ceased. Then what happen to their collectinf!? The philatelic e'l.ample oi dead 
counrrics is not comparahle. Here is why. 

A~sume that hr 1957, the t.Inited tares announces the end of air mail Hamps. But 
the collecting of all United tare stamps remains ever so popular. B>• that time, there 
could be a total uf more than 50 air mail stamps of the nited States listed in the cott 
Cataloj!ue. to say nothing of the wide ranl!e of . airma il postal tationery. 'Ve just 
cann"t see why •uch is•uc' as the Graf Zeppelin~ should become le s popular. Then 
arrain judj?ing hr its pre ent rate of production. \ 'enezeula conceivably could ha,•e i .. ,ued 
800 air mail• and France perhaps 70 before the issuance of air stamps is finally discon
tinued. En:r} printed stamp album in the \\oriel will have thousand of <pace;;: to be filled 
with air mail stamps. 

Again looking ahead to the time when no more air mails are needed, b} this time the 
total of air mail ramps w he collecrell accordinJ! to the lisrini: in the popular general 
cataloi:~ may he 15.000 or more. Be;.idcs. these stamps will hef,?in to take on a historical 
role. They \\ill represent the pioneer years ju•t as Pony £,pres;;: cover• do no\\. Doe• 
an}one really believe that the :'\ewfouncllancl "Hawker" . the . 2~-cent fir t air mail 
or the Iceland " Balho\" \\ill be les~ popular because air mail 'tamps arc no loni:er beine: 
i-,ued? \\" e don 't. 

Furthermore. if hr the ume ot the end ot air mail~. rhere arc ahout 1 - .ooo different 
to he collected. the J!reat hulk of them will be ine:-.pcn•ive to -ecure. bcinf! a1•ailable to 
the beginner and the mas~ of collector. \I ith modest mean . A' lonf! as one can go into 
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EDITORIALS - AIR .\/AIL BAG 

a special[}· where he can amas" man) "tamps for relacivelr 'mall e'pendicures. :.uch a 
j!roup 11 ill alway, retain a wide appeal. 

Thi, i exact!} him we see aero-philately in the future. It wil l ne\•er lose in. ac
traccion. In face, ir can )!ain in appeal. A collector realizing that air mails a rc contained 
in a compacc field of 1 :,.ooo or so va ricric will turn to thi, i:roup tor it, wo rld-\1 ide 
rani:r. A dead councr} lo'e' ih philatelic pull hecause one turnini:: to its reache, a 
'acuracion point t1uickl}. :-._ o dead countr)'. kno\\ n w u>. ha~ i,,ueJ e\•en do.e tu 1.000 

scamp,. Acro-philatel} at chis time i, too big and e' ten,i\•e a field not tu a ttracc e\•crr 
t} pc of collecwr f rom the hej!inner to chc one 11·ith great wealth. The re fore. I\ e i:rant 
that the rime may come 1\ hen nu more ai r mail are i'>ued. But ic 11 ill nor be in the near 
fucu re anti ce rrainl} the only effect th i. could have on acro-philacel} would he tu make ic 
more rather than le" popular. 

Air-mail 111 " Life" 

The ~l a}. 19~~ "Life'', the one th ac featured philately. includrd a lot of ai r mail 
"tamp•. '\ow this 11 onl "ai r mail " hochers u,. le i' -.pellcd in '" many differenc \\ a}•· 
There i,-"airmail", "ai r mail " and "Airmail ". But along came rhc vcr) widely-cin.: u
laceJ ' ' L ife" m agazine with "air-mail". Thi• 11 n' the fir,c time \I c noticed the hy
phen:Hed name. a • f} li>tic use tha t puzzled u, . 

Thi, maga7ine ha" U"ed and 11111 continue to u'c.- rhe word "ai r mail". Thi> i' nu 
per,onal 11him. hut ,cn,ihly re:1>oncd. The \1onl "air mail" appear' like thi• on Cnitcd 
~ tare> -.iamp, and ~ticker-. u ed for air mail. ' o \\' l' pre,cnt the i:ifted people :t t Lucc 
Publication' with thei r hyphen , hut the AERO P II 11.ATlf.l.IST A:-: !"Al.S 11ith i t~ one-man 
editorinl ,tafi I\ ill nol follo11 the lead of L-i-1-e. 

THE AIR~IAIL BAG 

( L'11drr 1/11s ltrntli11q" nr;ulnr fu11 11rr n ·1// Ill' r1111 t1•11lt rurnspfJ111/r 11 rr frr,1111 Jl 1111h1·rr. 
X11111 r.f 111 /111/ t1•1// br uud 1111lrss " ro11trorr nq111 st 1s spuifi1 ti n •lto1 a roruspo111lu11 
rL'i// /,, 11/1111i{iol h1 iuituils 011/y. ,\ ' otlti11q u11s11111rtl t1·1// /11 11sr1/.) 

In reading your interesting article on 1he French I 50 Fcs .. Airmail of 1930-31. in THE 
AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS fo r October 1954, I was struck by two points which seem to me 
to need clarif1ca t1on 

In discussing the second issue you s tale, " The 1ni t1als were perforated four different 
ways on lhe sheet facing left, right , normal, and reversed. All sources we consulted men
tioned 1h1s fact but we were unable to locate one that explained the reason for punching the 
1nit1als 1n this manner" . Again 1n the caption fo r Fig 2, 11 is sta ted, " It would seem that 
from examination that two vertical rows were punched in one operat ion". 

Regarding the firs t point you did not make 11 clear whether the four different ways that 
the initials occur. as you name them, was a direct translation from your sources, o r your inter
pretation o f your examination of the sheet. As a matter o f fact the pos1t1ons are normal , 
inverted, reversed, and inverted reversed. There are no left and roghl readings. 

Regarding the machine used to punch the in1l1als. You will see that the various posi
tions occur in groups of four, 2 x 2 . For example, the top two rows o f punches read normal, 
reversed. normal , normal , reversed. The next two rows read inverted. inverted, inverted 
reversed, inverted reversed. inverted, inverted. inverted reversed, and so on. 

The obvious explanation fo r this is that the sheet was folded to form a block of four. 
as the machine had only four sub1ec1s. and by folding 11 th is way the machine could punch 
the entire sheet in one operation , wilh the resul t being as we see. 

Hoping these remarks are of interest, I remain with bE<st wishes for the con tinued success 
of the Annals. 

WINTHROP S. BOGGS 
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Theodo re C hampion 
Thi, ren1m n French philatelist pa$<ecl away in cptemher 19· 4 at the aJ!C of 81. 

\ I an} deo;en•ed trihurc' are he1nJ! paid w thi' famous cullecrnr ,111d dealer in the: En1di,h
l:tnl!t1<11?c philatelic pre--. All o l chem read '" iar menriont'd :\ I r. Champion\ ereat col
lct·t111n, ol earl} da,,ic 'tamp<, hi, tabulou, <ale, tu prominent collt•ctur, in hi, Pari' 
office. hi, C'l.traunlina T} 'tock and hi, f.!rt:at '' ork as editor uf rhc "urld-tamou' I· rench 
Ynrt & T ellier CataluguC'. '\11 mention 1,a, noticed, however. of hi' (a,tinl! contribution 
to our <pccialt}. ac ru-philatd}. 

:\ I r. Champion \\ ;I'• a real piunet•r in air mail stamp collectinµ. I l e '' ;i- one 111 the 
fir,t to lore-et' tht• attraction that air mail~ 11 ould havc for '" man}. Con,equently, he 
hrought out 0111: o t rhc vt'r) fir,t air mail 'tamp caraloirue' earl) a' 1922. Thi, \\ a' a thin 
111lume of a little II\ er 100 paj!e'. Regular editiuns fol11m ed c\Cr} fe\\ year<. the la't 
beine tht' 1937 edi tion tha t hatl increa,cd to m•er boo paµe .... 

In our c,cimation. the Champion "Catalogue dr la Pu,tc Aerienne" repre<cnt< about 
the he<t <erie' of catalol!' ci•er i''ued un air mail 'tam1h. The 1930 and 1934 edition' 
"en• out,candinl! hccau'c he had them appea r hi- linguall) . Engli,h and French . Thu~ tht' 
great tun1l ot iniurmaciun therein ha' hrcn readily available offering u~ no languaf.!e 
b:t rrie r. 

There i' information about air mail, recorded in thu:-e old Champiun carn lugue' th a t 
"nuld have bel'n unknown if it had remaine1l unpubli<hed. :\I r. Champion carried un an 
actil'(· corre•pon<lt•nci: 11 i1h •ource- all •J\' tr the '' nrltl. -ecuring information nut uni) fir~t 
hand bur al•n 11 hen ir happened. ' umetime' la ter rc-earch and ne\\ inwrmatiun cau•e• 
a iollu\\ 1nJ! ,tudent m amend <ume of :\ I r. Champion\ note,, But h:itl he nut rnken 
che 1ime and trnuhle to record hi~ intormation ori1!'.inall). the pre,ent-da} aero-philareli't 
WCH,(J re groping in the dark abouC many lll:l[(CT'. 

Tht• Champion air mail ca talog, long have been out of print. Occa•ionall} a 'ecoml
hantl copy apptar' un 1h1: market. Each vear 'ees cheir price increa;.e because nc \\ col 
lector' \I ant to con-.ulr these old ,ource., ot inforrnacion. Every .,erious air mail <tamp 
collei:rnr <hould -re to it rhac he -ecu re< at lc;bt nne pa~t edi t ion of the Ch:tmpion "Cata
ln)!ue tic l:t Pu ... re Aericnne" tor hi, m1 n "orkinj? lihrary. 

In our capacity a< r<l1ror of 1·nur maj!a/.ine a' \I ell a ' an :1u1hor of article~ about :iir 
mail scamp,, the Champion air mail carnlol!' are re)!ularly consulted becau<t' che} contain 
<nurce materia l ui the J!rr ate<t valur. \\' r do nut knu\1 ''hat \1 e \\ ould do "ithout them. 
F.quall) helpful are Champwn\ munthh ;.upplcments char appeared for year~ ll'irhout 
interruption. T he'e roo contain informacion ahout air mail' that "t' have not found in 
:tn) nrlwr ;.nu rec. 

' o in che true <rn'e aero-philately ha' not <uffc rcd a lo" 11ith :\I r . Champion', 
pa"ing. l ie had not bern too active in air mail s durinl! rhi, la,t decade. Hi;. 1110'1 
prolific year' for u' range from 1920 to about 1940. Bur hi< "ricinl!'· his cacalog' and 
hi' mun th I} bulletin, prcJ\ e that " the "ritten \\ ord live~". So Thcmlore Champion 
'hould remain an untorj?uncn namr in aeru-philarel). 

I n nmdu,ic n ma) we cite a r ·nher recent incident. A nc\\ er collector came tn u' 
' ' irh a prnHem. 11 c haJ houj!ht :t 'rccia li7ed collec tion o f e-arl} .1 ir mail i•em" f rum an 
Eurnpean countr} . He had •ought 11 irhuut 'ucce,.., in current air mail catalog>- hancl
hook- in librarie-. aml :11nong '.\ew York deale r~ dcra ill•d information abou t the o;ramp' 
he had .;ccurcd. \\'c pulled out from our lihrar} the 193~ edition of Theodore C hampion\ 
"Cataloj!ue lie la Po-te Aerienne". Therein on 1hrec paJ!e' and in En!!lio;h "a, the data 
he had <ouj!ht. He borrn\\ ed our cop). l pun returninl! it a <hort rime later. he rema rked 
1h:1t ht' hail •ta\ed up late se,eral nighr- making note' of Cha mpion's information not 
111111 on the "tamp' ot immedia te inrereo;c, but mi other i'<ue• in his collection. ome ''eek' 
later he came to u' almo~t 11 ith a ,pirir o! conquest. H e had ,ecured ;1 copr of rhe 1934 
Champi(Jn caralo!! tor him-elf. H e had paid a lot of money tor it. but a< he told u.; :
' 'Bur. ir is a b:tr)!ain !" 

A .. ro Ph /n'1•l:st A1111nls 89 



HAITI 

The Boyd .. Lyon Flight Stamp 

A ne\\ handbook on the s tamps of H aiti was published late in 19· ~· It is called 
" L a Timbroluj!ie H aitienne 1881-19· ~" by Leon :\lontes. l nclu<led with the notes on 
the 19.U Boyd-Lyon Flight ·tamp ( cott 32~. anabria ·) is the following passage: 

"out of the 5,000 so overprinted, ~.997 were overprinted in red but thrrt in black." 

This was ca lled to our attention by :\Ir. am Dalsimcr, a \\•ell-kno\\'n peciali t in 
the >tamps of Haiti. · p to this time, '' e cannot recall any word o r \\ ricten tatcment 
th:it there h:id been prcp:ired three copies of the Haiti Boyd-Lyon Flight stamp with 
black O\'Crprint. Being :1 H :1iti:1n philatelist of long standing. :\Ir. :\ l ontes should ha\•e 
his facts correct. because he ha had acces> to many of the posrnl a rchives of his country, 
Haiti. 

~lany wonder why after 20 years. none of the three copies with the black overprint 
have come on the philatelic market, nor why thi$ va riety never ha hcen submitted to the 
editor of any of the leading cat:tlof!S tor listing. We arc not presumptuous enough to 
doubt an established philatelic authority on the stamps of H aiti like :\Ir. Leon :\Jonte , 
but "seeing is believing". 
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Sold Out 

AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS - VOL. 1 - 5 
LIMITED EDITION BOUND VOLUMES 

A limited edition of 50 books of Volumes I through 5 of THE AERO PHILATELIST'S 
NEWS had been bound in beautiful red fabrikoid with gold lettering. All copies have been sold. 

This book had, in addition to over 2,000 progre55 reports on coming issues, new issues 
and chronicles of air mail stamps, over 250 philatelic research articles on the air mail stamps 
of more than I 00 different countries. More than 30 students of aero-philately have con
tributed these fact-felled articles. which no serious collector of air mall stamps can afford to 
be without. Many hitherto mysterious and incomplete reports on air mail issues have been 
cleared up and brought up-to-da te by indefatigable research. In addition to the 2 ,000 
progress reports and 250 research articles. the book contains over 50 General Articles on aero
philately and about 20 book and catalog reviews. 

The book consists of 432 pages, and is completely indexed. 

Another binding will be done, if there is a demand. If you would like this book (price. 
S20.00 to members, $30.00 to non-members), please place your order with Jules L. Wacht. 
521 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. He will notify you if and when another b inding 
will be ordered . 

Single copies of back numbers of THE AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS ;are available at 
25c each. For these. please remit to Aero Philatelists, 1860 Broadway, New York 23, N. Y. 
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a Cfactl 
In only five years H. R. Harmer. Inc. have outgrown their extensive 
premises comprising the entire 13th floor of 32 East 57th Street. 

Late in February therefore they are moving to far larger premises on 
the 12th (top ) floor of 

6 WEST 48th STREET 

where they will be able to serve their ever-expanding clientele to better 
advantage. 

4 500 square feet of air-conditioned, Holmes-protected. sprinkler-con
trolled offices. expertly planned to the most exacting specifications, will 
be available for the benefit of clients and personnel alike. 

An exceptional auction room , enlarged laboratory, interviewing room, 
elaborate offices all will be included in what will be without 
a doubt 

Tile Finest and Largest 

STAMP AUCTION PREMISES 

IN THE UNITED ST ATES 



SANABRIA~~~ 

AND ONLY SANABRIA 
Will Cive You Complete Information 

on all airmail stamps 

including errors, varieties ... Proofs, Essays, Specimens •. • 

Air rate Stamps Postal Stationery 

Aerogrammes 

SANA·BRIA'S 

AIR POST CATALOGUE 
1954-55 (including supplements ) 

56. 00 POST FREE 

• 
SANABRIA'S UNEXCELLED NEW ISSUE SERVICE 

Dependable • Complete • Economical 

NICOLAS SANABRIA CO., INC. 
A. MEDAWAR, President 

521 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 


