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U ITED TATE 
The Left hift On The First Air Mail I sue 

By WILLIAM H. MILLER, JR. 

Dnrin~ his yr111·s of <•ollrcting- l"nitrd. t11tt>. air mail .tamps, the writer has 
dt>nlop<>1l un int<>rrst in thr rnl'ious sh il'ts of thr Yij!nrttc on the first air mail 
~tamp (St·ott :\o. ( '3). . \ s a sidrlinr to his mo1·c g-c1wral collrC'tion, the pursuit 
of lhl'st• Yal'i(•tii"s h11s Jll'on•n hoth fasc·i1111ti111? and rhnlleng-ing-. 

Shirts o[ tlw d~"ltrttr on this stamp 0N•u1· in fom· differt'nt dirl'C'lion.:;- to 
tlw top. hot I om. rij!hl and ll'l't. Tlw t•xtent of thr shirt rnr·il' · gn•atly. and it i · 
llw mm·<' pronountl'd shifts that 111·r the tn1ly drsira hlc one·. P e r·haps the most 
famous of tlw-;r ,·arit•tit"l is the 111a1·ked shirt to thr bottom, familiar!~· known a 
th1· ··groundl.'d plam"" This stamp ha· bt'l'n the uh,icet of cn•ral fine a1·ticlr 
appcat'ing in thi · publication. ( 1) The <li cu .. ion in the pre ·ent article will be 

1. AERO PlllLAT£LIST ANNALS. \"ol. III, p. 9; Yol. IX, p. 50; Yol. XI, p. 91. 
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<'Onfinc-11 lo the• lrfl shift or tilt' plane thrnugh the• hol'tll' l' 01' frallll.'. a YUl'iCt~· 
which the write1· c·onsidet'S lo bl· unc of the 111ut·l· unustud um•s found 011 this first 
L'nitctl ' tatl.'s ait· mail stamp. 

T he Real Shift To T he Left 

Jt houJd hr UlltlC't'StOO<l at l)H' Olll 'C't that thCl'l' 1•xist YHl',\°illg" drgrc ' Of 
shifts lo the left. Tlw 'ihift dc•scribc·d in this ;u·tit·lc• is that '' h1•r<•i11 the tip or 
the lC'ading winf,? or the plane c•xtend · at least beyond tlw c·anninl' frame and 
into the whih' llllll'gin of the 'itUlllJI. The hloc·k ·hown in Figu1·e l c·onsists or 
foul' exc·rllent examplt•s of snrh 11 shift. 'l'lw tip of llH• \\ing on the lowc•r lC'l't 
stamp in this blod• pl'ojeets not uni~· into the ma1·gi11. hut bt',,·011d th<' st11111p 
itself. 011 th<' up1wr und lowt't' 1·ight slumps the '' i11g <'Xk11ds lo'' ithin hnll' 11 

millimeter of th<• \"C' t·tical [.!tticle line•, and on the upper lert stamp it extend· a ll 
the wny to tlw edge of the stamp. 

The \'aria11c·e ht'n• is clue to tlw different position of the airplane on C'ach 
stnrnp. it being hH"all•d slightl~· high\•!' on thr1•c• of the• 'ita111ps. Thus. it should 
he> notc•d that wlwth1•1· tlw tip or thP wing 1·un!-. off tht.• -.t11111p or nut in this hluc·k 
d1•1w1Hls t•ntin•ly upon its Y!'l'li<·al position in t•t>lation to th!' pc•1·f1m1tion holC's. 
fn tht.• Oil(' <·ast• tlw \\ing is (•ttt off h~· tho c• hull's: in the otlw1-s it cxll-nds into 
thr 1w1·rorntion itsl'IL In all rout· l'Xlllltplt•s llH· wing p1·oj1•('ts \Wll lwyoml th(' 
<·;11·111 ilw f1·a111<'. The• h11ckg1"0und hhw shading lines, which JH'otrttJl• hr,,·011d 
the tip of lhC' willj? in the• dp ·ign of tlH'St' stHlllp ', Cllt into thl' \'et·tiea( guidel ine 
l'rnm thl' rig:hl l11ll'izontal pair. 1"rn111 the• two l(•rt stamps tlwy run off thr hloc·k 
cnti1·ely. It is fot·tunatc• that tlw g:ui1ll'li11e exists on this hhwk a· thi!-. litH' is 
hdpful in l' lllph11sizi11g lht• t•xtl•nt or tlwsC' pa1·ticuh11· shirts. 

The• ('O\"l'I' slumn in l•'il!ll l't• 2 is of pal'lienlar intt-1·l'-.l lo this Wl'ilt•1·. 11 is 
frankc•d with a lint• 1•xa111plC' of thr shift to tlw lc•ft. l'qt1all~· as 111arkc•d as tlw 
shifts in thr mint hluek of J'o111· of l•'i1!11•·1• I. Tlw 1•arl.'· usage• ol' this stamp, 
)fay 22. J9rn, OIH' \\'C'l'k aftrr lht• start of ail' mail St.'1°\i<'l• in this ('Olllllr.\·, is of 
g:rC'nt appeul. :;\Jail,\", if not a ll , or till' \'ltl0 i0Us otlll'l' xhifts Oil this stump found 
on C'O\"C' l'S hN11· da t c•s <·onsidera hly lat <' I' t ha 11 th is 0111'. • \ fu 1·t hN sign i ti1•1111 t 
pnint about th1• stamp on tlw t•m·t• I' shown is thr straight t•dgr at thr top. This 
indicatr thut tht• ~t;1111p coml's from tlw first printing: of th<"W air mail "l11n1ps: 

1328 l!IROAOWAY 
N&W YOIU( 

\ . 
I \ 

.r. . .. 

Fig. 2 

. .. 
: ~· - ... .. 

. .. 
. . .... ··""··- ' 
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Fig . I. !Photos by Boulrelle ) 

a printing whirh wn. withdra"-n from . ak and carefully inspected for errors 
alter the clist'O\'('I'.'" of th<' famou i11\'ertecl r<'nt<'l'.( 2 ) 

.\ f<'w A'l'l1l'l'al l'<'lltark. follow from th<' it<'m .. bown in Fignl'l' 1 and 2. 
Tn till' firi>t insta tH'l'. it should be l'lllphasiz<'d that thi left shift i the onl,Y one 
of thl' vignl'ttl' t'l'<'ord1•d to dak '' lwrciu the him· design of thl' plan(' ancl its 
hadqrround lint's HI'<' to be found in pal't outsid(' of th<' l'arminl' f t·aml'lines. 
This is not the> <·as<• of known t'('f.dst1·ation n1l'ianr<.>s to th<' top. bottom or l'ight. 

Comparison To T he "Grounded P la ne" Shift 

Tt i. , nnfortunatC'ly. not pos.-,ihlc• to cletl'1·minl' if this l<'rt shift Yariety r<'· 
mains <·onstant thl'onghout the full sh<'<'t in which th<'se stamps oriirinated. In 
th<' ruse of the "g1·ou111J('tl pla n<'" shift ciO\nl\\'11J'((s. il is known that the "gl'OUlld­
in!!" hN·ot11<'S nrnrkedl~· ks p1·onou1w<•d as on<' JH'ogl'c-:scs towat'ds thr top o( thr 
Sh<'<'t. (3 ) Whrthl'I' ll similal' plwnotnl'llOll would be found in a full shert o[ 
·hifts to the left is a matter that mu<;t hr left to l·onji>ehn'<'. l n the opinion of 
this \\Titt•r, SOllll' dC'gl'C'l' ol' ntrianCC would almost ('et'tainly OrCUI', but it is impos­
sibll' to know how m11<'h 01· just whc>n• in thr . hcrt th<' best shit'ts woultl b found. 

RC't11m ing to th<' p1·e,·ious indic·ation that thC' stamp on ro,·rr in F il!'m·e 2 i 
from the first pl'in ting, it is important to keep in mind the rush with whirh the c 
stamp. WC'!'<' fi 1 t pl'eparrd. It should al. o he noted that the unn. nal wartime 
ronditions pl'en1iling in the Burl'au of Printing and Engr11\·ing at the time re-
ultrd in a omewhat relaxed procedure of examination of tamp printing. ( ~) 

,, 
f C011 t i 1111rd on Page 4) 

For :in (''(CC'lll'nl <li•cu ~ion of th<' ,·nriou~ printings <'C •· T/11 Firxl .Jirmail • /11111 11~ 
of tllr r,.itcd ."t11t1 .~·', h)· Tl!'nry ~I. Gooclkin<I. 

3. AERO PlllL.\T ELIST A!'!'ALS. \·01. XII, p. i I. 
~. "C'11itrd Statrx. 7111 <!Ir .Jirnwil llrrrrlul Crnl1r of },'}/ ". h)' lknr)' ~[. Ciootlkincl. 

Al pngc 10 .• ·cc ulso, "Collrclors Cl11b Plrilatc/i.~t ", \ ol. xn·, p. 16 . 
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A MARI 0 

Two Types Of Overprints 

Found On Scott C76 

By SEBASTIAO AMARAL 

The OYerprint on .'cott ('76 of 19:>1 ··rnOR:'\.\ 'l'.\ P I L.\ 'l'ELL '~\ •. \ X 
)L\ RIXO-RT 'CT O>: I~" air mail st11111ps. \\hi1·h wali m11di' ut tlw ".\ rti C:rafic·hr 

anmai·inesi Fil ippo dC'l la Bnldn ' ' c•sti1hfo.hmt•11t. on slH'rts of twrnt~· stamps 
(5x -l- ) , are found with two distincti\'(' tnws. 

The first t~'Tl<'· whi(')1 we shall nanw Typr I , is found in tlw fi1·st two lr rt 
YCl'tical l'Ows and the sec·ond t~·pr. 'l'~·IH' Tl. in the' tlm?r l'<'n1<1 i11inl{ ,·prtir11l row . 
Tht'l'c• il l'<', thc1·rfol'C, ei~ht ol' T~·pc I and twd\'c s lalllps of 'l'ypC' IT pl'r shrrt. 

The O\'Cl'pl'ints of Type T lllCUSlll'l' :2 .:i millimelt't' hclwt'en the C'nd or the last 
7.C'l'O or .. 300. •. But on tlw OYCl'prints or 'l'~·1w 11. this dil'fo1·rn<•(• is + milli ­
meter. 

1
;(liorula lllaltllta ~A llul•o • Rlrrlon'j 

( 20.8-1951 2 15 MM 
... 
' .... 

..... 

' ' 
~, 

"'"' ' TYPE I 
.... 

L. 30 
..... -­', ,_, 

' I 
.............. / 

/llloriYla rllilcll c ~ San 11ar lno · Rlcclmj 

( 20-8- 19)1 4 1 0 MM 

' .... ... ... ... ... 
$.,;> 

"'., ' TYPE IT 
L. 30 

' 
' I 

' I 

' " 
.As it is r a thC't' difficult to ml'asm'<' the distincti,·C' m·C'1·p1·int with a milli­

meter gauge, the two t)' J>C'S can he Nl ii_,. identified , if on<' men m ·rs <liagonall~· 
the end of the O\'erprint, that i . . between the top of the "U" of "0 iornala" 
and the end of the last horizontal lowe1· bat·, which ohlitc1·atcs the iormrr Yalue 
of the basic ' tam11 (L. 500) . In this l"ll '{', for Tnlc L the tlistanel' is 51 milli­
meters. l"or 'l>J)l' 11. the difference i ' 5:2 millimeters. 

The illu !ration ho\\' ' how th i i done. 

UNITED STATES 

(Continued from Page 3) 

Both these fa ctors undoubtrdl~· contributed in an important wn~· to the issuance 
of tamp of poor registration surh as thesr left shift .. It is int ereliting: to note 
hrre that the t\\'O known beet of ''grounded plane.' stamps wet'(' al. 0 found lo 
ha,·e occurred in the fir t printing:. 

Jn condu ion, t he writer belie,·r thi left hift to h<' a trul~- out. !anding 
, ·ariet.'·· the scarcity or which i unque tionablc in his experience, and one well 
worth~- of pur nit both on and off co,·er h.Y t ho. e engagrd in th C' collel'ting: o[ 
these fit t l'nited late air mail i ue . 

J uly, 1965 



I TER ATIONAL EXHIBITION S 
Vienna, Austria June, 1965 

AEROPE ew York, . Y . June, 1966 
l t i rrliahly rrportrtl that approximately 300 stamp collrcto1 an<l dealers 

from th<' l'nitrd Htaks \'isitl'd on<' of the lurg-rst an<l finr t inl<'rnational phila­
telic rxhihitions enr S<'<'ll - \\' IP .. A 196:) ht•lu in \ 'irnna, .\ nst l'ia from .June 3 
to 13th. )[any of th<' . \ nwri<·an \'isitor. Wl'l'l' areo1111H111ied h.'· their win•s, and 
a fl'\\' with tlwir !'hild1·cn. o that the total numhr1· ol' l"nitr1l . 'tales , ·isitors to 
\YTP.\ 19Ci:i wus closr to 600. 

This t'~·p-witiws.-; n•port "·ill not att<.>mpt to COY<'!' th<' <.>nt i1·t· l'Xhihition, bu l 
instl'ad will c•onee1·n itsrlf with 111attr1-s ut' intc•t'l':oit to Hl'l'll-philat<•lists. 01w will 
lw th!' air mail ·rction of \TIP.\ Hlli:) ancl its !'elation to th<' rntirl' show. The 
other will ht• about thr 1963 FL'.\ 'ougn•ss hrld in Yirnna during the WTP.\ 
t•xhihitio11 and its nc·tion in ha\'ing thr HHiCl J<'I. '.\ ('ongre. s in X<'w York 'ity. 

19th A nd ZOth Centuries Separated 

) Inch no,; \\"r rnjoyrcl and admirl'<l thl' "TIP~ 1%:1 exhibition and th<' fine 
ho'lpita litr <•Xtl'nclrd to \'isitors. it wns 1111 "0111 \\Torld .. . tamp sho''· sli1g •d in 
an ··Old Wot·ld .. Sl'tting in an .. Old W ol'ld" dt~· . .\lso. 1hr t•xhihition was 
rnn mostly hy .. Old Wodil" philatrlists and jmlgl'd h,,. a ju1·y hra,·ily w<'i~hted 
"ith .. Old World .. l!>th rentury stamp lo,·rr<>. 

The rxhihition wn. mountrd in t\\'o gr<.>nt halls. a kilometrr ( 0 ', of a mile) 
apart. Th<' g1·anclio. <' Jlopbcq~. thr form<.>1· \Y int<.>r P11luce of the Emperors and 
Empr<' e. or .\ ustrin. was exelusi,·ely 19th century philately. 

Fig. I. For WI PA 1965, Au1trio issue d a 1peciol set of 1ix stomp1. But not many knew thot two 
WIPA 1965 oerograms were a lso issued . This one here in blue for international air moil and a 
3 40 S. in b rown ond buff for European air mail. 

.1cro Pl1ilatrli11t .d1111al& 5 



The quarter. for the Court Attendant. and the erYant to the royal!~-, th<' 
:\I<'. sppn lm~t. hmtst•d t lw 20th Cl'ntnry <'xh ihits an cl, of <'Olll'sc' . the air mails. 

SitH'<' the spN·ial \\'JP.\ tamps. thl' h1·anl'h Post Otlfr<' and othrr adi,itiP 
w1·1·c• lrwatPd in th<' Uoph<'l'I?, tlw att('ndunc·c• wns :.rrPatl'r h!'n'. 11ltho111?h the 
:\l c•ssppala:1.t d1·1•w hiir crnwds. 

Tlw lloplwrir i-. c•n1Jl'nwus. Hild c•::-..hihits \\l'l'I' all O\l'r th<' phtcl' on tht'<'<' 
lloc>l's. So1111• .\ nwri<·ans \\'t'l'l' nn111sc•d tu find fim• c•xhihils ot' l'lasri<' stamp. in 
th1• has1'1111•11t. and to u<'t to th<' ~Ll'n ·s Room. 0111• had to walk past won1lcrful 
l!lth c·1•nt111·~· N1ll1•1•tions from thr Bnlkan Stutt•s. Odell.'· C'nough. th<' Grand 
.\ ward l'xhihit. l!Hh 1•ent11r,· T11rkr,·. \\llS onh· 11ho11t 2:; l'<'l't awnY from th<' 
Jh·n ·s HclOlll l'ntratH'I' in tlw· hnsl'llll'tit. · . 

Th i' t'1·11mc•s in the )l e ·st'Jlltl<1zt was not as sc•11ttt•1·1•d an1l all ,,·r1·r on thr 
C'ntranc·c• 11001-. But the 20th c·C'11tm·y l'Xhihits wc·t·c• split into two Sl'J1Hn1t!' h11il<l­
in1-,"S. and rm· s01111• unknown 1·1•ason. tlw ai1· mails hnd a pa1·t in 01w and 1hr 
hala1w1• in tlw oth<'1· hall. lt <'<'l'tainl.'· took a strnn:.r 1111ir ot' IC'~ tu just ,.i"'' thl' 
air post sc•c·tion. Xl'arh.'· was a small third h11iltlini.t that housC'll the philat<'li<' 
lit<'n1tu1·r 1•xhihits. 

ThC' li1?ht in!? wlls <'X<'<'ll<'nt in tlw <'rond ~[<'S."<'PH ln:1.t. wh<'r!' fl 1?00<1 port ion 
of th<' ai1· mails \\'!'t't'. far b<'tte1· than in anr otlwr part ol' th<' 'YTP.\ <'Xhihition . 
Jn fnc·t, this li1?hting wa. about the fin<' t <'Yer S<'en nt a st:1mp sho\\·. 

T he A ir Mail Exhibits 

On<'. who had <'en the exhibit. at th<' 1·erent aero-philatelic shows. such as 
tho. <' in Th<' Uagt1<', Ifollancl in 1961, We. t Berlin in 1962 and Bru. rl., Belgium 
in 1963. saw a rcp<'at of man~· exh ibits shown at lhes<' p1·e,·ious shows. But onr 
<'l't'NI if he dicl not inspect t'ach ont' again, lw<·1rns<' murh n<'w nrnt<'rial had bec>n 
achlNI. .\ lso, thc>1·e were about 20 exhibit. thnt had not been in th<' afo1·cmcn­
t iorwcl shows . 

. \ s c·ould ht> t'XPt'<'t<'cl, thl' l?l'<'ill proportion showl'cl Em·opNlll ai1· mails. 
Outsiclt• of s1•,·c·r·al firw l"nikcl St11t1•s disph1ys, not ,·l'rr 1111u·h was shown from 
tlw othl't' Alll C't'itan <·01111tri1•s. 1•'01· im>tanc·t'. 0111• walk1•d and c·ontintwd lo walk 
past franw afll·1· l'ramc• with Zl'ppl'lin stamps 11 nd c·o,·1•rs. thinking th<'.'' would 
111•\rt· !'till. ' l'lw displa.,·s of ltalr with its Balho 111ah•1·inl S<'l'llH'd to us to 
n•s1•111hll• mot·c• :1 pros1w1·ous •tamp dl•:tll•t"s stm·k tlrnn th1• 1·cm\1•11tio1rnl philatc•lir 
c•xhihit. But all in all. \\~lP.\ 19();) had 11 gn•at and \\I'll l'<'Jll'<'St'nll•cl 11isplar of 
111•1·0-philatt·I~·. ) Inst nf th<' exhibits Wt'l'<' utt1·a<•thl•lr 111ou11!1•d and tlwi1· Jll't'­
Sl'ntal ion 'ihowt'd a uootl grasp of phi la t!'I ic knowl1•1h.re. 

T he Judging 

Th<' j111l:.ring of \\IPA 196:> \ntS 1lidtl1•d and 110111' h.'· indid11trnl smull 
l?l'llllps. Four E111·01wan al' t'o-ph ilatc•lists \\!'l't' assig-1wd th<' tusk of doin!! th!' uir 
mails. Tlw ehairman was ) l r. Ilia Brirnnst<'in, P1·esiclcnt of the Societic .\ero­
philntrliqu<' Bl'lge ancl th<> man who ran .\ EROPIIIL.\ 1963 in Bru, el., Bl'l­
gium. )lr. !leol'!t . 'ohetzk~-. renowned for his hook. on the <'a rl.'· .\ n tl'i~m air 
mnil, nlso ,judged a did one of our members from We. t German~-, ~lr. Hot', t 
A issl i n~er. 

The jurnr had to work ,·ery hard. ~ot onl~· was the competition seYere, 
hut 11 Jot of walking h11d to he don<' to <'OY<'l' nil the <'xhihit.. .Aeeording to th<' 
t'xhihition t•ntalogue, th<>re WE'l'e 11 tot11l ol' 71 air mail r.rhibils mnrrnlrrl in .~77 
fr11111r.~. ltll'i1l1•ntall,,·, th<' \YIP.\ l!l6:l c>xhihition 1•at11log1w <'Hill<' in two srp­
amt<• hooks. one for the HopbC't'g and the oth<'t' t'or th<' )[e. <'PHlnzt. (These 
1·11tnlo~1ws Ill>\\ arc• s1·arce and tlwy W<'re ->olcl out h~· the <'nil of the <>xh ibition 's 
sc•C'mH I day.) 

6 Julu, 1965 



Finally, thl' air mail judge hatl to fncl' the rnlirl' "~n~ .\ jury for nppro,·ol 
of Ila· nit· lllail awn rd-.,. This pn·M•nll•d a probll•tll. ht'('llllst' \\ ith the l'ntil' jury 
U\'t•1foadcd with lht• (!)1h <' l'llllll',\' l'lns.'lic '!tamp lo,·ers. l o~ic·ully llu•y wanl\·d to 
l'OlllilllH• till' lnll):,!·(•stahlishcd ('US!Olll or g-iving- most all tll<' llllljO I' UWll l'llS to the 
t>a1·h· 19th t·1•ntun 111at1•1·ial and lt•an• onh· "the• c·1·u111hs" fol' thl' 20th <'l'ntul'\'. 

·'/'he f1tlirc 11 :// '. I fJ'hibilir111 had .9:2U ~Jhil>il.v. Only;];; (;ofrl 11udal.~ (Fir:~1 
/

1riz1s ) 11·11·1 1111·111·dul l11 f/11 t.rhiliils i11 1·01111utilio11. 'l ' l11r</11n, 11ir 111ail.~ clid 
t.rn plim111lly 11·1 II l1y r1 n friny lw11 of 1/11 :25 rnt"dul Pirsl Prizl.~. 

\\' I P .\ l!lli:i o\1•1·all \\'ith it:- l:oH•r11111t>nt showini.,ri-., tlw Court of Honor and 
tht• "i)ll'l'ial 111111-t·o111pt•1i1in• clidsinn u11d1•1· tlw F TP n1lt•-; 111111 almut :l,000 ft·nmcs 
011 \it•\\, tl111s ju:-.til'.,·inµ- till' staknH•nt 11111d1• in tlw ht'g-i1111 i11:r of th is r!'p01·t th11t 
i I \\as 0111• of t lw ~1·1•a 11•-;l sta 111 p shows 1•\'t•1· st ag-l'd. Th is 11 ppl irs. not on Ir bc-
1·:111-;1• of 1111' q11a11til,\', !Jut a lso for till' higoh l(lllllity or lhl' lllll(l' l'iUI l'Xhibit<'d. 

Tlw atlP111la111·1' \\Its ~1·<·<11 a11d 11:-uall.'. lo11ir linl's \\'t'l'l' sc•c•n not onlr to buy 
till' new W I P.\ .,tamps at thl' lloph1·1·g- 1111d ~l l's:wp11l11zt Po"it Offi<·es, but to 
l'lltl'I' thl' hall-, und tu 'it•\\' l'l'l'tain M•t·lions of the exhibition. 

T he Air Mail A wards 

' l'lw 1\\o r:11td nw<lal. for air mails \\'l'llt to: 
".\ i1· ) l11il S(11111ps or thr Wnl'ld .. l'Xhihited h.'• th is reporter . 
.. P i01w1·1· .\ it· Post of thr Wot·ld .. h,,. Dr. l~l'llsl H1111h, W <.'st Berlin. 

;\l'xt. tlw1·t• w11s 11 C'lass fot· nw1mls dose• to tlw c:otd <'atag-01",,._ Thes<' are 
1·allt•d <:old n111I 8il1·1 r ;ind four \\'l'l'C mad!' to: 

"Piu111•e1· .\ ii' Po .. ts" h.'· .)pnn Ornn•lat of Frun<·e; also with an Ilonor 
Priz1• and felicitation'I of the jurr. 

Wouldn't you rather 

get the best price for your airmails? 

You CAN stop WOl't'ying. Your Hawker, Servizio di Statos or 
C3a will be handled gently and knowingly. We will present 

them in the best way to enhance their value. 

We have an unsurpassed List of eager buyers, both het"e and 
abroad. Our experienced staff of expet"ts is at your service. 

Appraisal? Yes, of course, and without charge if you let us 
sell your stamps. 

Write us, see us, or call us ( 212 MU 8-5252) today, and let us 
re lieve you of your problem. 

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc. 
International ..Juctioneeni of Fine Stampa 

589 Fifth Ave. (at 48th), New York, N. Y. 10017 

.dero Pllilateli.at .d11nala 7 



" ;\cwfoundland Air Ma il " by Dr. Jame J. Matejka, Jr. of Chicago, 
111. : also with feliritat ion of the jury. 

"Bl'lgi11111 Pionl'l'l' _\ir Post'' by J . Ifrnin of Belgium . 
.. Zrppdi11 Mail and Early C:erma n Pionecl' _\ii' Po l" by Dr. R. .• H a­

na. off of \Yet C:e .. ma ny ; al o wit h the fel icita tion' of the jury. 

The next hi~h C'att>"'Ol'." of uwanls wel'c ffre ifrer-Gilt meual to: 
Dr. R. 1 fashrouek , 'lnacly, 1:. . _\ . 
El'll t Ro. cnfcld, r. '.A . 
.Adolf Ko ·cl. Yienna. _\ustria. 
Dr. R. Re,·elli , Italy. 
'eba. t iao _\ma1·al of B1·a:dl ; al o with an H onor pl'ize. 

16 • ilt•cr medal. wel'e awal'clcd lo a ir mails; three to .Ame1·ie11n. - Louis~­
Sta uh, President of AERO P l!I LATELI Ts, Philip 'ih-er, winnel' of the 1965 Bohn 
:'l lcmorial Awal'd and 'ydney Laza1·us. 

The1·r W<'I'<' 22 Bronze, ilt•cr mrdals, of wl1ich threr al o went to the C. . A . 
or the 10 Bronze ll1('dals, two were awan.led to r . I· • .A . exhibits. while three 
exhibits l'eech·e1l Diploma . 

Analy zing The Air Mail Awards 

.\ s sta tecl beforr, t11 c1·e wuc 71 i 11dil'id1tal air mail exhibits. 62 nceil•rd 
r11N1nls as follows: 

2 :old 
-l: {told , iJYCl' 
5, iln•l' Gilt 

16 • ih-cr 

22 Bronze . il w 1· 
10 Bronze 

3 Diploma 

J"hitll'ncing true in terna tiona l romprtition in WTP A 196:>, thrl'c w('1·c 19 
diffl'rl'11t c·ountril' exhibiting. 'l'a bu.lating the aforementioned 62 air post 
award' , this is the co1111 try breakdo1c11 by medals: 

12 \Yl'st Gc1·nrntl\" 
11 l nitecl • tate: of .\ mcrica 

7 Clr·ea t Bl'itain 
5 Au. tria 
..J. Italy 
3 Frnnel' 
3 Xt'tlwrlancl 
3 P ola nd 
3 . · wi tzN'land 
2 l srarl 

1 Bclgitun 
1 Brazil 
1 lreece 
1 Hungar~· 
1 Portugal 
1 Romania 
1 . outh • .\friea 
1 pain 
1 Turke~· 

i\I. o, it is in tl'rc. ting to ob. en ·c that FJ8.\ is clircrtl'tl h~· a Prcsiclcncr con­
. i. t in:r or Cl<'n'n mC'lllht'l'S. This FI. A Boal'd won toll!' of thr hight'!' HWal'dS ­

hut h of tlw <:old , one> (l ol<l Siln' l'. one Hih·l' r Gilt medal and two oth<'r medals, 
a total or si.x. This would indi<·atc that FI.'.\ is run b~· somr o r th r lrnding nrro­
philatdists in the world. 

One Non-Competitive Gold Medal Exhibit 

\YIP.\ 196:5 was conductr <l und r lhr rules of the PIP a nd, thus, exhibits 
that han! won two 01· morc I lol<l m<.>dals in prcdous l•'IP- ponsorcd shows a re 
au tomatiealJ~· rcmoYctl from comprtition and placed into a spcrial no1Hompeti­
t i\'c di\'ision. '!'his is con idered an lionor Cla and all the exhibits recciYe a 
I :old medal. There was one air mail exhibi t here, tha t of Com mander G. 
Colombo of Italy. 

July, 1965 



Fig. 2. The 191>5 FISA C ongress in Vienna, Austria. showing a part of the delegates. A few can 
be identified. Al the rear table, from left lo right (with gleues) Mr. H. Eric Scott of England, 
John Smith of the AAMS, Henry Kraemer, AERO PH ILATELISTS" delegate, Herbert Rosen and the 
one wilh his hands on his forehead, Henri Trachtenberg of Paris, France. The lady is Mrs. C. M. 
Gray, Secretary, Brit ish Air Mail Society. Mr. Geoffrey Solomon of England is in the left foreground . 

Tlw \\Till'!" had ll<'\.l'l' S<'rll this l'ollc•c·tion and so. with foul' othc•r \\t' ll -lrno\\11 
ael'll·)lhilat1•lists - otll• from Brazil. from Portuirnl and tlw CS .. \ . -'iJ>l'llt ti111C' 
t;11·cf11lly <'Xamining thi · 11 01101· l 'la-.-; c·xhiliit. P1•rhnps the enti1·e rolll•<'lie111 \\'II'• 

not 011 display at th1• ll oplwrJ!. Bnt judg'ing only hy what was on PXhihit. not 
onr of thl' fom· <·ould rate' this C'Xhihit as an nutsta11di11:.t air 111ail l'Olll'Ction. 

Looking hac·k to the• Anwt·ic•;in int<'l'llationnl philat1•lir l'Xhihitio11s - T l PEX 
in L!l:JG. l'IPEX in I !l+7 arnl P IP BX in HJ;)G - Oil<' 1·r1·1ills the top air mail 
<:ullc'l·lions "ud1 as thos1' 111' Dr. Philip C'ol<', Osc•a1· Li<-htenstrin 111111 Thonrns .\. 
~fattlwws of the l". H. ~\ . and Sir Li11dsa~· En•ral'll of England. The Italian 
<'Xhihit in \ ·ic•nna, Austria had wry littlt· LS. ai1· mail and p1·ac•ti<'ally nothing 
from tlw ntlwl' .\ nw1·i1·11s. l'<'t·tainh·. an Honor l'lass ai1· rnail c•ollel'tion 11111'lt 
·how J londuras, ~ l !'Xi<'o a111l l'olumiiia anti thc• lop air post stamps from othc1· 
.\ 1111•rican count rics. 

Time For Two Grand Awards 

This j;, H!(i:) und tlw .'"Nil' is <'lost•t· to 191iG. ('onsrqu<'nll.'·· lh<' :Wth <'mtut',\" 
al1110st (iii .'·1•111·.., old. 110 long<•r young h.'· anymll'\ 1·;il1·ulation. 

l•'111·th1·1·mo1·l'. WIJ>.\ Hlli:l lu11l to lw di' idl'll into two Sl'JWl'alc c•xhihitiuns ­
tlw 19th <"l'l1llll'~· in th!' lloplw1·g a111l till' 20th in thC' )l <'"SPJHtlazl. Ahlo the 
\\~ 11' .\ t•:xhihitiun ('utaloh'1lC' was is.stwd in two pa1·ts. 

'l'h1·1·1•fu1·<'. it would c;l'c111 lugil'nl 1'01· these• h1rgc• int<'rnational philatl'lic exhi­
bitions to ha\'' two an111cl . l ll'al'cls. 11/11 for the 19th a11d 1111olh1r for llll 20th 
a11lury. 

Europeans \! eak On American Philately 

Tt has h<'<'ll thi. repot·te1" ob errntion, after hi fomth Yi it to European 
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JUNE 10-12 
1966 

NEW YORK 
CITY 

INTERNATIONAL AIRMAIL& 
AEROSPACE EXHIBITION 

Fig. 3. The official poster for AEROPEX 1966 that was unvieled by Mr. Herbert Rosen at the 1965 
FISA Congress in Vienna, Austria. 

stamp shows incc 1960, thnt most .\ nwricun philatelists know nnrl <·ollec·t 
Elll'opcan stamps, hut 11ot manr Eu1·opcun st11111p coll ccto1·!! hu,·c un interest 01· 
111111•h knowledge of .\ m('1·ic11n tamps. . \ 11 incitlent happcneJ nt the )lessl'­
palazt in \' icnna to pro,·c thi . 

On the • 'unda~· aftel' the Jum• 3rd opening, WC' wc1·t• ·landing l>l'fol'l' thr 
frnn1<•s "ith our own exhibit. ta lking to n rew frit•mls. We nntiN•d thnt mun~· 
}ll'oplc wr1·c Yit'wing- our <'Xhibit. . \ s ou1· fl"iC'IHl!i left, we d('(.•idr<l to remain m•a1· 
0111· <'xhibit 11ml ohscn·e what was hnppcning. 

It i c ·timated that a person stopped and lookt•d at ou1· rxhibit t'\CI'.'" 1:l 
srronds. Home look only a quirk glanN', whih' otheri; lookrd for kn minul\•s or 
morc. For c·lose to an hour, we kept sin nd ing m•a r ou1· frames and obsl•1·,·ing 
the \"iCWCl'S. 

:\ow it so happens that one of tlw most populu1· stumps in .\11writ·:1 and 01w 

lha t nlwnys draw. l?l'cat public attention was on t•xhibit. This wns a t'OP.'" of 
thP famous l'nitC'd :-;\all's air mail of 19 1 with th1• in,·p1·tl'd t·entl'r. In this 
period of upp1·oxi111Hl l'l.'" <mt• hour with a ,·i<'\H'I' ahout l'\l' I'.'" I.) st•tonds. not one 
noticed 0 1' stopp<'d to notice this i'Hmous rn it rcl St11tl'S stamp. 

The prople lookt•d ut tlll' Z1•pprlins and tlw 1111 1'1." stamps. hut thr t"nit rd 
Ht aks 191 1iir ma il e1·1·or \\·it h th<' inYl'rtcd 1·e11t t• r "11s l'Ompl1•1PI~· i~ri101'l'1l. IL 
\\"US mmmkd alo1w 011 0 1H' album p11~c nnd displ11yt>tl in a ~ood central position 
in one or our fram <."s. so that it could t>atch one 's cy<'. 

FISA Congress 

Thl' :>th FlH.\ Congrc:s wns wt>ll 11ttpndcd. lt was hel<l on June 10. 1963 
at the P al ft\ P a lnC'c. which is ll<'fll' to tlw llopbl'r~. Thl'l'<' arc thr c .\ mcricans 
on th<' l•' L ' A Prrsidl•nc~· - th<' writer, Eal'I \Yt>Jlmnn and Dr. Jame J . )latejka, 
Jr. both of Chicago. Ill. The Pre idenc~· met the <lay before. 

10 J uly, 196$ 



There were delegate from o,·er 20 air mail organization . The AERO rmu­
TELlsTs · delegate wa our Director, Henrr Kraemer. The . \ meri<'an .\ir )lail 
~ocict~· wos .-eprrscntt'd b.'· )l.-. nml )lrs. John .'mith. .\dmi.-al Jc c ,John ·on, 
a pnst pre. iclt'nt of the .\ .DL ·, altt'ndcd ns nn obsr1·,·c1·. :\Ir. H erbert Ro en of 
:\rw York nLo was a l•' ll'L\ delt'~atc ( Fig. 2). 

FL'.\ Pt·t'sidcnt. .John Boesmnn of lfollan1l, lll?nin ton1h1ctNl thc mcctina. 
Il l' hnd 111-ranirNl for n most inll'rt'sling- ~1wst of honor, one of tht' sun·i,·ing pilots 
who in 191< N11Til•d the first air nrnil or . \ ust1·in from \ ·icnna to Krakow ancl 
Lt•mbcrg. This wns in ~larch, 191 . th1·1•1• months lwforc the first • .. ·.air mail 
was i11a11g1m1t1•!l. As fitting. Pt·l•sidcnt Bol•sman 1H·ese11kd this pionet'r aYiator 
'' ith a sprcial FJ. '.\ mrclal and 1111 pn•srnt rose applaudinl? loudl~· a thi pre­
s<•nt11tion was mad<' . 

• \ nothr1· wo1·thy iu•.-o-philat<'list wa. honored. This wa ) Ir . l\Iilton Weil o( 
S\\ it zerlanil, who hu1l c•ompilcd urnl eclitNI :onw of the fine , 'wi. s ni1· mail 
catalogue .. 

ew York In June, 1966 

1''or th!• .\ mr.-it·!l ns 11\t<'nding thr FIS.\ ( 'ongrrss in ,.i<'lllHI, .\ nst ria. the 
most impo1·tan1 lmsi1w-.s was the l?l'antini:c of the F IS.\ sponsorship for the next 
( 'onf.!n•ss and Exhibi t ion in 191ili to ~<'W York 'ity . 

. \ tl1r1·1·-tla.'· air mail exhihition. called .A ~~HOPEX, will hC' !will from .June 
10 tu 12. 19(i!i nt till' .\ m1•1·ir11na lintrl tmcl!'r thr lll<lllllf?C'lllrnt of :Jfr. H erbert 
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NEW YORK 1966 

Fig . 4. This special miniature FISA sheet with the labels was handed out lo all delegates al the 
Sth FISA Congress • 
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Ro. en. thr wrll-knO\rn IXTERPE:X man. The 1966 FT. .\ Congre s prohabl~· 
will tnkr plnrr ut thr ~mmr hotrl dul'inir .\ EH<>PKX . 

• \ 1;:ROP8X "ill follow shorth· aft1·r Sf PEX. thr 19G6 lntrrnational Phila· 
tclic Exhibition in \Yashington. I>.'c·. Ft·om ro11,·r1·:mtions with 111a11.'· in Yil'llllll . 
. \ ustl'ia dul'in!? \\'IP.\ l!JG:>. nurny lll'l'o-philal<' lists from Emnpr plnn to c·ome tu 
. \ mrl'ira fol' hoth shows and sonw stops at othcl' .\ mrl'iran ritir and pliH'l'S of 
inl!'t·cst bl'twren tlw \\'ashinirton. D. ('. and the Xi>w York City shows. 

But .\EROPE:X shonld 1101 only atll·ac•t fo1·1·i1?11 Yisitm·s. .\f:RO PlllL.\­

TEl.IST~ is a!'ling as ()11(' or .\ l~HOPEX"H spons01·s. 'l'hrrefol'r, it is ho1wd that 
many non-Xrw Yo1·k nwmlwrs of \Elm 1•11n .. \TEL1sT:-; will plan tu hr in Xcw Yot'k 
IH'Xt .) lllll'. 

Dnl'inir \YTP.\ HJ(i:) tlwn• ,,·1•rr nrnn.'· t'l'<:cptions, tlimH•t·s irnd c•m•ktail parties 
to \\hi1·h all Yisitinir philat1•lists wr1·1· i1will•1l. Similill' hm;pitalit~· is l'XJl(•ttccl 
oYl'I' hc•n• nrxt .J mw, 196(). 

Pmgt'l'Ss rc•pol'ts on the 19(i6 .\ EROP l~X and l"TS.\ 'ong'l'C'. s will hr in 
t'ut111·<> numlll'l'S ol' this 111agar.i1w. .\ lso. )[r. Hus1•11 will s1•1• to it that tlw stamp 
pnprt·s l'l'<'l'iw 1111wh p11hlic·it~· about out· 19(.ifi t•xhihition and l•' IH.\ l'ong1·t>!IS. 

;\l any 1111•mlwrs of u :1w 1'111t..\TEL1::-;T:-; han· rc•ad ahuut tlw Eu1·111w1lll inlt•r­
national 11ir mail shom.: and till' J'ot·riirn a1·1·0-philatclists. 196() will offt•1· out· 
n1<•111hp1·s tlw g-t't'ltt nppol'tunit~· to mrl't manr who shat'<' tlwir intl'l'l'st. Plc•a!it', 
11111 kl• ~·om· plans now and do not miss l his ~1·N1t I ~)(j(j f'\"1'11 l. ( II . .11 . (,' .) 

l~ 

FOR BOOKS ON AIR MAILS 

See Pages 16 and 25 

HEADQUARTERS FOR 

E.\RLY .\ERON.\ U'n .\ from 1800 &. up (official Balloon nsrension lenflet, 
print-. lr11er-. cir.I 

1s;o i'l p \RI ' l EGE B \LLOON 
rrGEO'\C,R.\ \IS. PELLICLLE 
L. ~ . & FOHl:JG'\ PJO~EER" 
PTO:\ EER 'JG'\ ETTE , E:llI-OFFI l:\L OX CO,' ER 
.\Ill 111 P &. ZEPPELIX :II \IL FRO\l 1900 
\LL ROCKET T.\ \JP & COYER 
L. . FIR T r UE AIR\L\IL COYER 
POLAR E,'XPEOITION 

E:\ll-OFFICl.\L AIR 
t.:. ' . P.\CECR.\ 1-~r RECOYERY HIP COYER 
NE\\- I .'LE • ERYICE F. FOREI G'\ P \ CE I 'UE FDC's 
:II.\XY OTHER AIRPO' T COVER 

For 35 ~·rnrs we> ha,·e been known as the primary source to many collectors 
boLb hac and abroad. lC you have not done buf!lnef!i< with u11, It wtll pay you 
to l\l'f!Ua.lnt u~ oC your r equirements now, as we are breaking up a fabulous 
colll'cLlon at present. 

BELHAM E CHANGE 
Box 119, Ridgewood 27, N. Y. 

Jul!/. J!JG5 



UNITED ST A TES 
1935 "Provisional" Or "Curiosity" 

Throuj:!h the kindnc. o[ )fr. C: eorge ~\. )[ecluwar, puhfo.1her of lh<' •·.'an­
abriu .\ ir Post ('atnloA'UC'," the wl'itc1· l'<'Ccntl.'· ohtainl'd the 1·0Yrr illustrated 
frankrd with a n•1·til'nl hi.C'ct of the l"nitrcl . 'tatcs right-rrnt air mail stump of 
1932 (Scott C11, Sanabria ~o. 19) . Enclosrd in thi. rm«•r wa. an artil1ll' 
writtrn hy the latl' ~lr. Bt'rlram W. II. Poole whirh appcun•d in the ~l'Jlll'mbl·r 
22, Hl-l l i.sue of " ~l erkd's Wl•ekly .'tamp ~r\\s." )11·. Pool!' <•alls this <'m'<•r 
".\ 'nrious Pro,·isionnl... Our l(U<'l',\' i , " I · thi-; actually n p1·0Yisio11ul or 
m<'r<'l.'· n philatclir curiosity ?" 

Defining A Provisional Stamp 

.\ p1·m·isionnl stamp i · onr 01·dinarily i<>SU<.'11 Ii~· n l!OYC'rnmrnt whl'n th<' 
stamps normnll~· in usr are in . hort supply or Ullll\ ailahll·. ~\ s an exampl<'. il' a 
10 <·<•nlnrns rlenomi nation stamp is ll<'l'dt•tl. a stamp of anoth1•r <lt•nomination nrny 
br SUl'C•h111·g-t•d " Yale• 10 C'C'lllll\'Os" 01· anr ohsoldt' stamps in tht• ~O\!'l'lllllC'lll 
Yaults may he surc•l111rg<'d for surh purpose. 1'lw sm·drnrgrcl sta111p has p1·0,·i­
sion11l statu : that is to say it .<•1·,·rs proYisionally or t<'mponu·ily until n f1·<'sh 
supply of 10 rt•ntiwos stamp. r11n he prinlC'tl. In some instant·<'s, a pro\ isional 
stamp fills n nr!'d fol' 11 d<'nomination not preYiou-;ly t'l'11uin·d hut nuul<' tH'<'l' ·sary 
h>· u l'Ulc rha ngr . \\'haten'r the circum lances, n p1·0Yision11l sb1mp is a ll'lll­
pora r~· rx peel ien t. 

Intl recl, the following definition from th<' :'l lE'rriam Wrh. tC'r ·· ~cw Jntrr­
national Dictionar~·" emplrn izes th<' word tcmpo1·a1·,,·: · ·--of the natut·<' of 
a tempo1·111·~· or lcntatin• prod ion; 11d11pted to pm rnt conditions, nel'ds, kno\\·­
Jrdgr, <'IC .. b11t suh.it'l't to change; pro,·i. Ol'y, trmporary: not drfiniti,·r; as. a 
proYisional gon•1·nmrnt. treat~-, 0 1· rmwlusion." Perhaps a lwttl'l' dl'finit ion for 
our Jrnrposrs is found i11 Handom llousr " Thi• ~\ 11w1·il'an t'oll1•1?l' l>ic·tiom11·y: 
··--- 4. Philately. .\ tamp whi<'h . rn·rs trmporal'i\~· prntlin~ thr llPJH'lll'­
ance of thC' l'C'l!U)Hl' iS.'HIC', 0 1' durini.t 11 ll'lllj)Ol'lll',\' shortage of t(H' l'l'l!llllll' . tamps.,. 

~ow thut tlw natu1·<· of a pro,·i ·ional stamp has brcn rstahlishrd, l'l'ft•r<'tll'e 

tlR" r CL.\ .., 

rensu1 o. :s 
41 p l & n. 

-~ -.-B_U_S_J_N_E_S_S __ RE_P_J_ ... _Y_E_N_V_E_L_O-';....;..·__, E tA 
:\u p<HIA&f' n r' If ~llM In U1r l 'nlkd Swte- \_ 1f' ~ a 

IOST\GI. \HLL flt, r\W Bl" ~~,\~ • rJ ~'~ 
"'"" r,~ 
.-~ m-

The Pyrogen Laborator I( ' - ~ 

-
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2,818 
VERY LATEST 

PRICE CHANGES 
I N THE 

SECOND 1965 
EDITION 

HARRIS US/BNA- AMERICA'S MOST 
WIDELY USED U. S. CATALOG 

New U. S.1 B. N. A. Catalog - containing 
2818 important price changes - is a must 
lor every collector. Compiled by experts of 
the world's largest stamp firm, this new 
SECOND 1965 Edition contains 160 pages 
with 2000 clear illustrations. Mall this 
handy order coupon below for your copy of 
this VERY IMPORTANT EDITION! 

US/BNA C•l•log l~l"d'" ~ 
• 160 Informative paaes with 2.000 illuslrations ~:-:~~~l~liP~~= -~'·'•'••cm· f•w·n• • All maior U.S. Postace and Airmail issues . . -··• "111111111! .~. :")~ ••-PlUS Special Delivery. Parcel Post. Envelojle r;-_ _ _ __ _ ___ ;;""J 

Squares. Postal Cards, Ottltlals. Revenues. 
Posta&e Dues. E. HARRIS & co .. Cataloe Dept. Boston, Mass. 02117 

I 
Please RUSH me, postfree, the new SECOND 1965 Edition I 

• Popular specialties such as mint position of your 160 paee cat1lo1. UNITED STATES STAMPS. U. S. 
blocks. plate number blocks. mint sheets. per· POSSESSIONS & BRITISH NORTH AMERICA, includlns the 
forated coils. booklet panes. first day covers. I U. s . Stamp Identifier. etc. I am encloslns so,. I 
and other Items. 

• Complete lllust11ted lislinas of U.S. Posses- I I 
sions. Confederate States. United Nations and KUil 

~~~ I 
• Bi1 "Amerluna" section - postal tributes to I 

the United States. on foreian stamps. I uouu I 
• U.S. Stmp tdentifiu - fully illustrate~ book· 

let. Use it to check your own collection for 
valuable hidden stamp trusures! 

J iii!/. 1960 



is maile to )Jr. Pool<• "s article. It read : 

Talk of the Week 

Ry B. \\". Ir POOLE 

A Curious P rovisiona l 

\'(/e have just been shown a provisional, made by a United $rates posonascer, that 
is probably unique. Thts rakes the form of a half & air mail scamp of 1931 (Score's 
No. Cl"') used in payment of 4c postage due! It was used owing co a lack of postage 
due scamps or, more probably, as a convenient means of geccmg rid of a stock of scamps 
for which there was lmle or no demand. We have before us some fifcy of chese pro· 
visional po~cage due sramps all on enore printed "business reply" envelopes addressed ro 
"The Pyrogen Laboratory, Sabetha, Kansas", and, of course, cancelled ac Sabetha, Kans. 
These covers were all used berween January 26 and February 26, 1935, and cwo kmds of 
cancellations are shown. The first 1s the regular posonark of this town showing circular 
date scamp with upright O\•al "killer" ar right and rhe year dare berween, while the other 
1s a double circular darer conraming the name Sabetha, Kans., at the top and "Parcel 
Post" at the bocrom. Some of the scamps were btsecred by bemg cur mro halves wirh 
a sci.o:sors while ochers were JUSt simply torn m rwo. 

Ir would hardly seem chat there was any "philatelic" connivance m the making of 
these make-sh1fr provisionals; che half stamps are struck in all sores of posinons on th~ 
envelopes, no care was taken co see char che cancellar1ons r1ed the cut sides of the stamps, 
and where the stamps were placed on rhe upper part of the envelopes they were generally 
murihred by being pierced for some sort of filing system. 

It will be recalled thar in 1934 the race on air mail lerrers was reduced co 6c and a 
stamp of that denominaaon made 1rs appearance on July lsc of that year. Consequently 
pracncally every post office m the United Scates was lefc with a stock of & stamps for 
which there was pracncally no demand and no legmmate use except m combinanon wit11 
other values for lerters weighing more than one ounce. Having carried his stock of 
these unwanted scamps for six months or so the posonascer of Sabetha ev1dencly conceived 
the idea rhar co u~e them m the collecrion of postage due charges was an excellent wa)' 
of gemng rid of them without loss. Apparently 1c did not occur to him that he could 
collect the postage due charges in bulk and simply cancel tbe & air mail stamps in 
blocks or sheers for chi,, purpose. Instead he meticulously placed a half sramp on each 
lerrer requ1rmg 4c and thus made these inceresnng provisionals. We have, of course, 
no means of knowing how many of these scamps were so used or over how long a period 
the stock of & stamps held out. However, as some six and a half years have elapsed 
smce these bi-sects were made and this seems to be the first time they have been recorded 
it would seem very likely char this lirrle lot of fifcy or so are all there are and, m the 
words of the old song, "there won't be any more". 

Two i111porlant l'n<·ls must hl' asel'rl11inl'1l in orih•r to pt·mp :\I I'. Poole's 
thesis: 

l. tlwt th<'rr was posta!!r 1hw nn thr roH•1-,,, and 
•J tlrnt tlw pw .. tmas\t'r at :-;nlwtha. Kansas hncl no stork ot' posta~C' clnr 

stamps ;n-.iilahlr during .Janunry a nd F1•hruar,,·, l!l:~:l . 
l"nfo1·t1111al<' (\", 111 !hi). lair dal<'. lh<' SP('llllll fa<'I !'HllllOf Ill' dl'lt'l'lllilll'll. ~[l'. 

Ponll'. writ int!. ;i~ lw did. six ~"l·m·..., latl'r in 19~1 . might hun• h1•p11 ahl1• lo g1•l 
1111• answ1•r h~ <·11nlal'li111.t tlw S11lwtlrn poslmasll•r . 111· t'IHN'. inslutd. to draw 
('lllll'(\l,ion" IJl!sl'd l\jlllll l'Xlllltillltlillll llf ('l)\"(•('S similar 10 tlll' on1• illUstl•al!•d . 
Tlw1·pf11rc'. all,\" ('Otll'l111;i11ns now d1·aw11 on till' al11•1rp.J JH'm·isional )o.llllllS or tlw 
hisl'l'll·d air mail stamps 11s1•il on tlwsp c•m1•1· .... lllllsl ('llllsid1•r thr l11gir or thl' situa-
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tion thal required uch u e and the regulations of the Post Office Department 
then in force. 

ot According To Postal Requirements 

If r eference is mnde lo the COYel" how11 on Page 13, it will be noted that it i 
a husine reply cm·elope with an imprinted first-cla pe1mit in the upper right 
rornc1·. This meant that the sender did not ncC'd to aOix postage when S('nding 
the cm·elopc back to the add1·cs.'\ce. The latter paid the fit-st-rlnss post111?e fo1· 
rach letter arcording to weight. Ir the lettc1.-s weight, including nnr endosure. 
was an ounce 01· 11.'ss, \hi.' amount duC' undt'r the pc1·mit \\"HS tlnt•e cents for the 
fit-st-class ratr. in effrct ·inre .Juh· 6. 1932. To that must hr add<'d 1111 ;idditional 
one c•t>nt to n111kt> :i tot;1l of fou1· c~nts. This pcnny chnrgr wns rC'qt1i1·Nl by Ordrr 
~o. 2562, .Junr 7. 1932 which fixrcl thr postag-r ch;i1·p;r on husim•:-;.<; 1·cply c•ards 
anrl lettr1'S in busine:s 1·c•plr erweloprs at one rrnt JH'I" c·ard 01· lrtt1•r in addition 
to J>oslagc Ill thr rcgulnr first-c·lass rates. This 11dclitional <•l1111·g1' fut· ha ndling 
lmsin<'. rrpl.'· rnrds nnd lrttcrs was 01·iginally impo!ml in 192 , whrn snrh lwnd­
ling chargr \ms two cl'nts j)('l' riml 01· lette1·, rcduretl to onc crnt on Oetohrr 1, 
192 ' . 01·drr :\o. 2:i62, 1·cf<>rrerl to abon:-, m<>rel.'· fixed thr samr mH•-rrnl rate 
enm though the fit'St-ela s rat(' h11tl brt' n adnincrd from two <'l'nts to three Cl'nts 
1111 ounre. This onc-rcnt handling rlrnrgr is C'htrified Hl thi Jloint so om· rcaclt' t" 
,,·ill unde1·st1111d why 01w-ha l l' ol' 1111 eight-(•rnt air mail sta111p with a snpposc<l 
four-c('nl equ in1lenc·.'· wm; m;<'cl b.'· the po!o1tme1ster 111 :-ict lwtha. Knnsns. 

Ur. Poole 's the is is thnt th<' po: tma l('t' d1osr to coll r rt thr l'our-rrnt fre 
for each lettC'r h:· affixing a bisected air mail stamp in lieu of postagr due stamJlS, 
a. uming such postage dur tamps were not aYailable or, eYcn if the.'· were. in 
order to use up hi . uppl.'· of the 1932 eight-cent air mai l stamp berausr ther 
we1·e obsolet<' and no longer represented a first ounce air mail rate. 

Not A Provisional Stamp 

• uch a the is, of roun;e. does not hin-e th(' rolor of Yalitlitr for a number of 
reasons. In the first place, the u ·e of bi rctcd stamps was prohibit<'d b.'· postal 
regulat ion. The writ('t' has seen many bisected air mail stamp· al mo t all used 
on philatelic C'O\'Ct'S. J n most instances, the po. t offiel' of first addr<>. s coll('cted 
po tage tlue for the conect air mail n1te anti di regarded the l'rnnking Yalue of 
the bisected stamps. In somr C'ascs, l'O\'e t'S were not a ·scssed postagr due C'ith('r 
beca use of complaisance or because the use or the hisectrd stamps escaped detec­
tion b.'· postal offirial ·. But. in 1rn~· c,·cnt, use of bisrctrcl tamps, air mnil or 
others, was prohibited. 

16 

Jn the ec•ond place, u e of air mail tamp ' for other limn air· mail purpose· 

AERO PHILATELISTS' NEWS 
(Only 5 Copie.s Unsold) 

Complete 1946-1956 Vols. 1-8 (Black Book) .... $3 5 

Send order and remittanre 10: 

AERO PHILATELISTS 
22 East 35 Street 

New York, N . Y . 10016 

July, 1965 



hatl long- h<'<'n !li allowt>d. • tarting in J une of 192 . nir mail . tamp. wer<' YaliJ 
only on air 111ail h>tt<'L-s OI' pm·<•Pls. The onlr exC'cption w11. that air mnil . tamps 
1"11uld hl• us<'!l to JH'<' Jla.'· oth<'l' srrdc·cs such as sprcial drl iY<'I'.'" or r<'idsti·.'· in con­
lll'l'tion '' ith an nit· 111ail lett1'1' or J)HC·kag!'. Thu , thi is n S!'l'Ollll prohibition 
that would S<'l'm to mitigal<' again t tlw USC' of thrsc right-rent air mail stamps hr 
till' Sabetha. Ka11<;11s pustm11stl'l'. Tlw r<'1rnlations prnhihiting US<' of hi <'<·!eel 
stamps and 11s1• of air mail stnmp for oth<'I' than air muil pu1·pos('s W<'I'<' oJ)\·ious-
1.'· di1wtt•d at thr using puhlir. Certuinl,\-, th<' p1·ohihition · appl ied to officials of 
th!' Post <lflfrt• Dl'Jllll'ln11•nt as well. and th<' flouting of surh n•gulations by a 
postnwsll'I' would SCl'lll to hC' hii:d1l,\· nnl ikl'ly. 

But. CYC'll lllOl'l' da111agin1? to )1 1'. Pool<•·. th('si. or th(' llS(' uf tlll'S(' hi. <'<"l<'tl 
stamps as p1·m·isio1111ls is tlw 11rtu11l dC'finition of what II p1·0\·isiona( is: "a 
stamp \\hic·h st>l'\"l's fc1111mmrily pC'nding th<' npp<'ara1we of thC' 1'<'1-('Ulur issu1• OI', 

dlll'i111? a ll•mpornr,\· !.hortiu~l' of tht> l'<'g-ular stamps.·· Thus. tlw us<' of the 
his1•c·ts mcrrl.'· to us1' up a snppl,\· of ohsol<'I<• stamps. as.suming- thnt posta:.t<' 1ltte 
;.;ta111ps \\1•r1• 11rnilnhl1•, wonl1l automatically climinak pro,·i-.ional status. Such 
11 situation woulcl lw\·<' lo d<'1w111l solt•l)· on tlw fn<·t thut posta1te du!' stamp W<'l'C, 
i11dl•t•1l. 1111a\ ailahl1'. 

So,''" must qtll'stion ::\lr. Pool<''s llH'OI'.'" ahout tht>sr allc!!c•tl "p1·0,·isional.. ., 
' l'h1·1·c is alwa,\·s tlw possihilit,\ that, n•g11 rdle. s of rrgulations. tlw postmastl'l' at 
Salt1·1ha al'lunlly usrd thP his<'<•lf'd . tamps for pos1111?<' d 111• pul'pos<'. in the 
uh'>l'IH'l' of pusta!!<' dnl' stamps and, tints, gan' thrm JWO\'isional status. But, th<' 
:i1·g-unu•11ts ag-ainst snc·h tllll' Sl'l'lll lo hr lllOl'C nilid. T lw log-i(' or thr situation, in 
thP ''''ilt•r\ opinion. stamps tlwsr as 1·uriosili<'s rath<'r than prodsion;il ·. (P .• .) 

AIR MAILS 

W e are breaking up an almost complete AIR MAIL Collection 

up to 1940 - including many Rarities - de Pinedo, R. Smith, Colom­

bia, etc. Scarce O fficials of Canada, G ermany, Switzerland etc. Practi­

cally all regular scamps o r sets (some used or on Covers ) from the 

Whole World. 

Please write about your particular interest or Want List. 

W e are interested in buying specialized collections of AIR 

MAI LS, o r by country etc., etc. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 448 Monroe, N . Y . 10950 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

....................................................................... , 19 ............ .. 

AERO PHILATELISTS, Inc. 
22 EA T 35th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10016 

I hereby apply for admission to membership in A ERO PHILATELISTS. Annual 
dues of $5.00 arc remitted herewith and arc t o be returned to me if my application is 
not accepted. 

NAl\.fE 

ADDRESS 
Street 

.. .. 
City, Town or Village Zone State 

OCCUPATION 

SPECIALIZING IN' . ........... .... .......... . .............................................................................................. . 

APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE .................................................................................................................. .. 

REFER.ENCES 

Each applicant is requested to furnish two references preferably philatelic. 

References: 

1. NAl\.! E ............................................................................................................................................................ . 

ADDRESS 

Z. NAME 

ADDRESS 

EXTRACTS FR.OM BY- LAWS, ARTICLE 111- MEh\BERSHIP 

Any person of good character interested in aero-philately, over the age of twenty-one, 
and who will be an asset to the Society, may become a member. Application for member­
ship shall be in writing, and shall be accompanied by annual dues of $5.00 

18 July, 1965 



BELGIUM 
1930 Belgian Congo Flight tamp 

What W a It First Day Of I ue? 

In 1930, fo1· a. pt'cinl fli1?ht from Bl'us ·els, Bl'lgium to hcl' c•olony in .\fricu. 
BC'lgia11 'ongo, 11 Til'\\' stnmp wns is.'inC'd. 'l'IH' fil'st 5-fl'llnc ai1· mail stn111p ul' 
Bt'lgium ( 'cott Type.\ P l ) hus a bro\\·n lake <'olor. This was challl?('r( to 11 ilal'k 
\'iolct color for the <>pedal ft iµ-h t to Leopol(h'illl'. Bclgia n L'ongu and it is I istr1l 
u • cott L':> or ~unab1·i11 )\o. ;J of Belgium. 

W hen Issued? 

Last ~·ear, a friend nskl'll if tlwl'c \\'HS in our collection a first Lli{?ht conr 
with Bt>lgium • 'colt l'.i. lf so. would we• pica ·<' rhcck the• date• 111Hl notify him 
or it, because he had f 01111<1 di ff< rrnl elate:; of is.me ill t t'tr!/ c11 falo{J11 he had 
COll/111/ftd. 

Bel1?ium 8anab1·i11 Xo. :; was in om· collC'c'tion on u first flight euYer to 
LC'opolddllC', Bc·l1ri11n ( 'ongo 11 1Hl th<' clutc•s wel'P l'cconlc•d to 1·c•p01·t thrm to our 
friend. This <'O\'!'I' is shown on Page' 21-22, both thr front 11 11<1 tlw ha<k 

Tlwn, aftC'r tlw <lat Ps \\'c•rr tohl to om· i11cp1in·1-. the• fun hei.rnn. hc<•:tuse thr 
tlatc•s on this t·O\' (' l' did not tal l.'· with those in tlw _\meri('an c·atalogues: <'lt<•h of 
tht•m gun· tht't'C' diITc' t'1•11t dutes of i:suc>. 

_\ promise• was madl' to look up enl'~· c·ahilo:.tu<.' that might list this Belgian 
air nrni l stamp in till' ('ollec·to1·s ('Jub IJihrnry awl m:tkt• a note• or tht' fil'st clay 
of i:SUl' in (';Ith. • 'onw general (•atalogtws. a "Y\'C'l't ll ' 1'dlie1"' or Frn11cc a111l 
" Znmslt'in " of ."witzcrlaml list thi stamp hut omit tltt' d11tt>. But till' la Im la­
t ion that follow" is most r '\'C'il I in~. because a tot a I of r/u·rn <l ill't•t'C'n t ca talogucs 
(Amcl'iC'an und forcig-n ) ha\·e four diffcrc11f dale · of i ssue. 

These fou1· general catalogues llll\ C the followina: 

Calalog1u 1930 Dale OJ ls.me 
• 'colt, Yol. 11, 196-1 edition December (no <late ) 

•)finkus, Yol. :t 1962 ed ition DC'N·mber :J 
Uibbons. Part lI, 1965 edition Dccemhe1· 12 
)lichd, 1964 edit ion Dee mhcr ;; 

Tlw following /il'l' SJ>f'cialiud air lll(li/ c:ala/09urs show this : 

C II la /off I(( 
• 'a nabl'ia, 1963 C'd ition 
Ht·ott, 19-!6 eel it ion 
l'lrnmpion. 1939 l'<li tio11 
D. f.'ic•ld, l 934 edition 
~ilomhra , 19;)G rdition 

1930 Dair Of l .m11 
Deel'm her :; 
Dl'Cl'llilWl' 6 
Dt•rt•111 lwr :l 
Decemhel' li 
DC'et1m lwr Ii 

.\ )so. lht•rc• hll\'(' h<'l'll SOllH' .~pccializul Url!Jillll calalor1111s and in two or 
them, till' foJIO\ \ i11g ill rol'llt11tion \\'US found: 

C11talo911c 
Balassi.', Part 2, 1949 c•<l ition 
Pt·i1wt, 19-:1:3 c<lilion 

1930 Dair Of I .mu 
DeeC'mbl'r 3 
Dcccmbel' 3 

Of the n.ine non Belgian cutnlogues, all the American nntl for!'ign ones ga,·e tho wrong 
dnte of i uc with the exception of :\Iinkus. Decembl'r 3, 1930 is correct. 
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This show· that this 1930 Belgium-Belgian Congo Flight stamp C'onld Jrn,·c 
been i uc<l on Decem ber 3rd. the 5th, the 6th 01· the 12th. 

Air Post Catalogue Information 

'l'o t·e1'1·esh ou1· mcmm·~- and l<'at·n 11hout th is B<'lgiu111 11i1· muil stamp, th<' 
rnill's <:ont·r1·11i11g it in the air post catalog-urs (th<' oldr1· as wrll ao.; th l' 11 rwcr 
editions ) we1·e 1·cad. 'l'hc c, too, Ylll'ied to u grN1t dt'gn•e; some ''' l'l'l' \"t•1·y ·hort, 
while a few \\'e1·e \"l'l',\" informati\'t' , a t l!rt'nl lt'ngth . 

• 'in<:c the " Theodore ('humpion, ('at aloguc _\ l'l'i\.'11, Hl3-! .. \\as tlH' unt' ofrcr­
i ng the fullest info1·m11tiou, the following is a fl-cc tmn ·lation into Engli ·h done 
by the \\Titl'r or thi · French catalogue· notes: 

"Thi ' ·talllp, printed in hl'et ol' 100 ( two p1111rs of :iO), had hl'C'll )H'P­

parcd fo l' an ail' po ·t link hctwN•n Bl'lgium and the Br lgian ('on{.!'o in the sum­
mer of 1930 . 'l'hl' flight was drla~·cd until DcC'cm he1· 7th, the clutt• 011 whi<'h 
the airplanc pilotecl hy .\Yialo1·s Yan llc1· Lind(•n and Fabry wt'l'l' l'l•ady lo lc;wc 
in order to 1·c•:H'h Lt>opolddll!' on l>ecemhl'r l:ith. Tl}{' post:tl 1·11k was s\'l at :i 
l'ran<'s per 10 gram : the amount of mail JH'cp111·ecl bcl'o1·c dcpa rt u1·c was ti.241 
pieet'. 

·' The tamp rema ined on ale artl'r the flig-ht lcrt Bcl~ium. 
'' Th t• Hight <'O\'l'l'S <'HIT,\" a special rccl n•C't1111gnlat· l'm·lwt writtrn in both 

F1·r1wh and Fl cm ish. ( 'l'ht• ('<1tologul''s ck•s<·ript icm of lh t• c·ac•h t•t is omi ttl'd, 
brcausc it ran he r lC'al'lr seen in the upprr ll'fl corner on thr front or thi> illus­
trated CO\'C'r ). 

•· A lar~e nmount of mnil, prcpa icl with this stamp for ai1· mail lo thr Brl­
~ian Congo and retum, was sent back to Bdgium hy hip through rt'l'ot'. Thi 
seamail left Boma, Belgian Congo on December 24, 1930. ·· 

~llllillllll llEllllllllllllltlllllllllllllClll lllllllllOlllll lllllll Cl llllllllllll tlllllllllllllCllllllllllll rJ llllllllllllOlllllllllllltllllllllllllltllllllllllllltlllllllllllllOllllllllllllU';' 

I We are philatelic auctioneers I 
I ~."::;;~!~~~:market I 
s for stamp collections c I and other philatelic properties I 
~ ~ 
c Over 35 years = ~ experience Q 

~ ~nss;:;::it:he maximum ! 
I I ! Your inquiry is welcome E 

S IRWIN HEIMAN ~ 
~ IN~ I ! Serving American Phllately Since 1926 i 
g 2 WEST '46th STREET NEW YORK 36, N. Y. ~ 

~ ROOM 708 £ Tel.I JU 2-2393 ~ 
L111111111111c u1111u11110 1111111111110 11111u111111m11111111110 1111111111110 1111111111110 111111111111n 1111111111110 111111111111a 1111111111110 1111111111 11n 111111111111a111111111111c! 
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Front of the flight cover with the special Belgium-Belgian Congo stamp, Belgium Scott CS, San· 
abria ;:5, (Photos by Boutrelle) 

F lig ht Covers 

.\ s noted before, the cancellations ancl other postmarks on the front or the 
illustrat('u co,·er still do not offer a solution to the m,· terv of the exact first 
day of sale of this 1930 Belgian air mail tamp. The{·efore, it wa clecidc<l to 
encl this co,·e1· to one of the leading philatelic authoriti('s in Belgium, who al o 

has been ,.el'y actin• in ac1·0-philatcl~·. Ila,·ing met and ~otten to know .lfr. 
Rauol lf ul1i11011t ol' Bl'us.-iels, Belgium <luring the Intemntion11l Air Post Exhi­
bition in • cptcmbc1·, 1963 in Bn1sscls. Belgium (.\ EROPHl L.\ '63), th<' c•o\•er 
w11s sent to him with a l'<'quest for the infomrntion about thi sp<'cial stamp and 
its corr('<'t first-cla~· of i. U<'. ~Ir. Huhinont wn. an International .Jucl~e at this 
1963 <'xhibition. .\ lso, he wa a founder of thl' • '.A.B. (. ocil•tc .. \ e1·ophilatelique 
Beige ) and an author o( many articles on Belgian air post. 

December Jrd l s T h e Date Of Issue 

~Ir. Rauol Huhinont retum<'d the illustl'ated CO\'er with his r emark as 
follows: 

'l'hr 111w1lJer 5 air mail sfomp of Belgium ll'flS issued 0 11 Dacml.Jer 3, 1930. 
The pla111' departed for Belgian 'ongo on l)('cembcr 7, 1930 with th two a\·in­
tol' , \?andrrlin<lcn ( notir<' his spelling of this name is different ; other ' pelle<l it 
"Yan dcr Linden ' ' ) and Fain·.'·· 

'l' hc flight had rn<'ountl.•rNl a number of postponements. It was finally 
chedull'U for D('<'l'nth<•t· 3, 1930. But due to bad weathe1· comlitions, it was 

again po ·tpone<l to December 4th an<l the weather till di<l not permit the plane 
to start until Decemhe1· 7th. 

After this special 1930 flight, Belgium still wot·ked on establishing a regular 
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The three Leopoldville, Belgian Congo baekstamps 

sd1c>dul1• or ail· nwil with hrr trading c·olon.'· in .\ t'l'i1•11. This was linull~· op<'IH'<l 
Oii t·\·h1·11an· :!:~ . ma:;. 1"01· lllll' 1·11lll·<"I in!! flight l'll\"l'I'"· )l r. 11 nhinunt 1111'111 iuns 
1wo Mll'\'t'.'.' fli)!'hts hel\\t't' ll B1·hri11m and lh·l:.ri1111 l 'on;.ro. Cltll' was from .\ nt­
\\l'l'P, B1•ll!ill111 to LP11pul1h·ilh•, B1•lgia11 Congo 011 1lal'C·h 2.+, rn:H. Thr ulhC'I', 
whic·h was I h1• ntlil-ial flil!hl 111 ll'sl tlw c·h11tH'l'S ol' a t'<'!!lllar :iir mail Sl'JTic>r, 
I ook plac·p on l>1•rr111 h1•1· 20. 198:>. 

This :\11111h1·1· :) ;di' mail stamp of Bt>lg:ium n•111ai1w1l 011 "HIP al'lt>l' tlw l>rt•-
1•111h1•r 7. 19:30 l'light lo tlw Bl'lg-ian C.'ongo. .+0.000 stamps had hPrn iss11r11. ·o 
that it is 1·,·i<l1•11t th11\ a llll'~1· Jll'l't•1•ntagc \\'1·n· usl'd on tlw spcdnl HJ30 flight. 

F light Cover Markings 

)[r. I Luhi11011\ 1•xplai1w1l in 1letail 1•11ch or the' postal markings un thr l'l'ont 
1111d ha1·k or I hl' illus\ l'<ll<·d ('11\"('I'. ' rhl· 1 hl'l' l' l'l'!.rnlur Bt'lgian JlOStll!!l' s tumps 
all a1·p 1·am·1·llPd H1·u-;srls, B1•l)!ium D1·1·1•111lwr 2. 19:30, is.l!) o\·lock (6-7 p.111. ) . 
lie 1"q1lai11 · tlll'sc fom·-linc cancellation· as this: 

2 ( thr <ln,\·) 
XU (the month ) 
l>--19 (the tim<.> ) 
19:30 (the yr111· ) 

Thr :5-l'n111c· ail' mail tamp (Sc·otl ( ':)) i · sc<'n nrut· tlw bottom on tlw front 
or thl' ('O\l'I' nnd this is canc1°llt:"1l - Bl'US-;('IS. BPl1.du111, l>1•1·e111h1·r Ci, rn:~o. l:J-Hi 
o ' (')111·k (:l-4 p.111. ). Thi · is pro1w1', :\fr. JJuhi11011t 1•xpf;1i11s, hccausc \ht• Jlighl 
took 11la1'!' 011 DP1•1•111lwr 7. 

::\ow t'ot· tlw th1·1•c• LPopnl1h ill<', H<'l1d11n Coug:o postmarks 011 thC' hadc of 
this C'On'I'; two Ill'(' Drr1>mhrr 1:>. rn:30, tlw dak of al'l'irnl. Thr Dt'('l' lllll\'1' :n, 
1930 bal'kshtlllJl sho\\ s \ht• datc• of tht• l'Pt urn flight from L1•opohlYill1'. 

Th io.; <•1ff1•1· die l 1·1•t 111·11 h,\· a i 1· to Bf'lg-ium. l t was a1ld n·ssc1l tu :\lali1ws. 
H1·lg-i11111 hut upon 1·1·a1·hing- thcr1', it was forwa1·tl1·1l tu Brussc•ls, as tl1c post-
111a1·ks inditalt'. 

:\Ir. 1111hi11011\ dmwcl hi-, h•ttl'L' h.\· stating: that lt1• hrlirnd tlrnt hP had 
s11pplir1l 1111 thc• i11fo1·11111lio11 sought. JTp hnd ! ( 'ons1•q twntly. it is 1101wd that 
from 110\\ till IHI lllOI'(' ronl\u;ion about tht• tirst-1la~· or iss\ll' ur Bclg:ium l';cott c;; 
or . 'anahria ::\o. :> \\ill L'Plllain. 

To L'l'Jlt'at. this .,tamp was i ·surd on Drccmbrr 3. 1930 but fi1 t u e<l on 
December 7th of the ·ume month. (JI . .ll. G .) 
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(Reprinted b) permie>ion from colt's \ lonthl ) tamp Journal, publi hed by roll Publica· 
tio n•, Inc., 161 EiFhth .\ wnue, Ne" York. :'\. Y. 10001 ). 

U ITED ST ATES 
Our Fir t Air Mail tamp 

A Cover Of Interest 

By Al TON L. MAPLE 

The illu. t1·ated co,·er with a <'OP.'' of the fil'st ni1· po. t stamp of thr Lnited 
~tat<'s - lh1• :2-l rrnts c·nrmine rose and blm• is. ucd in 191 ( . 'colt '3 ) - wa 
111 ldl'C'S.<>N l to Ill,\' l'athr r, th<' lak William l l. )laplC', who tlirtl in l9-l9. 

, \ t first ghllH'<', this eo,·r1· ma.'· not S<'<'lll mm. uni or diffcrc•nt from nil the 
othcl' c•on1'S with l'3. But it is. hrc·aul!C' thC' names and autograph al'e o f tho c 
who drsignrd and rng1·a,·C'1l our fit-st ai r mnil stamps. 

:\ly fa thr r. William II. ) tapir. was an rngnn·rr with the .\ merica n Bank 
Xotc 'ompany and bcrame well known in the field of C'n~ra,·ing, particularly for 
his work on po tagc stamp . U c did the engr aYing for many of the stamp 
printed br the .American Bank :\ote Compa ny for 'entr11l and . oulh .American 
countrie . Al o, he worked on the engradng for the tamp of 'anada, as well 
11s some .\ . ia tic and European countrie . 

The ender of this 191 uir muil co,·er, ) l r. w·. B . W ell , wn former),,· 'dth 
the . \ meriC'llll Ba nk .:\otr C'ompnny in Xew York, ::\. Y. befor t> b<'ing cmplo,\·ed 
hy the BmNnt or Eng1·a,·ing and Printing in W11. hin,rton, 0 . ('. )Ir . W ells, 
whrn with thr ~\ mcl'irun Bnnk :\olP Company, had h<'C'()lll(' a friend or 111,\' father, 
and nrnilcd him this cowr from Washinf,?ton , D. . 

A l'o1· lh<' two nutogrnphs and th initials near t he stump, thcst' were secured 
hy :.\Ir. W l'lls for my fothel', a111l ht•re is who they are: 
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C. A. Hut on de igned the tamp. 
:JI. W . Baldwin (who initialt'd the cowr, )LW.B.) cngra,·ccl the central blue 

de ign showing th<' Jenny airplane. 
E. M. \V'eeks, along \\;th E . !\I. Hall, ena1·a\"ecl the muneral and the letter­

ing on the red frame. 

THE FIRST AIR MAIL ST AMP OF THE UNITED STATES 

By Henry M. Goodkind 
This booklet of 12 pag es w ith 8 except iona l Ill u s t rat ions of fe rs Infor mat ion which 

fe w know about our first air s t amp, the famous 24c red a n d blue s t amp of 1918. P rice 
$1 .00 post paid . 

. \ ero Phila1elialo. lnr. 22 Eth\ 35 • I rel'! N''" York. N. Y. 10011\ 

Catalogue Review 
'l'hc A11stmlir111 Afr .!foil CatalofJW, 211cl. Edition. Edited b~- 11. X. l~usti · or 
Ad<'lai<l<', ~\ ustralia and Published by RrYiew Puhliralions Pt~-. . Ltd., of Dubbo, 
::\. · '. \'{ . • \ u tn1lia. light <'llt'llhoard <'o,·er. 

'l'hi!-111('\\' <·ataloguc, rl'print e<l and reYised from the ffrst edition of October. 
1937 am! it · upplement of Dt'l'embe1-, 19-H , is a hi ·tor.'· of the ,tlttstntlian ai1· 
ma il from the first flight of 191-l to Dect'mbt'l', 19-H inclu. j,·e. )[anr ~·cars of 
re earch han' gone into the preparation, which ha re. ulted in 2 ' addition in 
the pionel'l' pt'riod. The detailed ell' cription of eat•h flight enablt' · the t'Ollt'ctor 
to readi l ~· iclt'ntif~- the co,·er · in hi collediou. J~ach flight i numbcrcd anll 
con' l's bet WC'cn inte1·metlialt' are giYcn .. ~\ .. 1mmbt•1· . The amount ot cO\'C'l' 
flown is hnwn, where• pos ·ibk Thl' 1'('\'il'Wl'l' suggl'Sts ~-on rcml carefully, the 
instruc·tion . " How lo u e thi catalogue .. , on page six . 

Price'. , 11 major problem in the pl'l'paration or any calalog:ut', and t'Spcciall,v 
o when it is not known how man~· co,·ers were flown or how man_,. t'x ist, are. 

in thi · cata lognl' thC' basis for negotiation lwtwC'en tlw t'Ollector and th<' dealer. 
Thi n •,·it'we1· fincls u considt•rabll' Y11ri11tion c•xists bl'twN•n thl' pricl's quoted in 
. \ ustralia. England and the l ' nitccl . tates. • 'ome ()l'iC:l'S in the t'atalogue . t'<'lll 
low lllld others HI'(' high. Jt is impo· iblt' fot· th(' C'ditor of 1111,\' c·atalogue to 
priel' the Yai-iou · itt•ms llC<'Ordinl? to the nwrkt't. ln tlw piont'l'l' pt>riod. a mar­
ket on],,· exi ·ts when Ont' of thcsl' 1·a1·c• items c·on1l's up for sale. 

Yom· redcwer ha onC' criticism to mt1k<' nf thl' p1·i<'ing. The ..d.ir \if._rncttes 
with the cx<·c•ption of thl' .. Ro:s . 'mi th," • · IIr 1·ai<l" · and •·Pals .. are a bit high. 
Quite a nu111h('r of first flights used la lwls prC'pa1·etl just for spc•cinl fli .. ht for 
u. t' on llown CO\' t'l'S. In omt' cast's, these lab<'ls WC'l'l' mlwrtising in form and 
were n rtl on the ame route. Hftl'r the first flight. )lan~· other lHb<:'ls would 
be callt'd ju t that, ·· .\ ir Label ... here in the l:nit<'d . 'tate . c·nused lab<'I 
t'atalogue rather high, in m~· opinion. il [r . Field of England ha. expL·e · l'd the 
ame opinion. 

Thi i not a criticism, but rather a uggestion that future catalogues how 
more Hlnstrations particular)~- of the pioneer period. ThC're art' fir t fli•rht 
after 1929, but mot <1gree that flig'ht between 191-1 and 1929 arc the only one 
that actualh· can he cla. sed a " Pioneer." 

Thi · l'CYicwcr i YCl'." plea ed with the catalo~ue. find, as a collector of 
. \ ustrnlian flight , recomn1t'nus it highly m; a l'Cft'rrnce book and iruide to the 
air mail po tal hi tor~· of Au trali<r. (Frank E. Adams) . 

2-1 J ul.I!, 196J 



GERMANY 
1912 Air Mail For The Leipzig Margareten Fair 

By HERMANN E. SIEGER 

1Edifl}r's .Yotr. 1n the fl<'rman 1rnhlirution ·-. iegerpo t ·• of 1964 there is an 
artirlr 011 thr 1912 s<•mi-official stamp of C:crman~· listl'd as .·annhria :'\o. 507. 
~ot ' '"'"'' muc•h has hN•n \\Titkn about this int<'t'<'sting enrl.'· air mail tamp. D1·. 
H. 11. Hhrad.'· supplil'd sontt• infornrntion in his artidr on the s('mi-official air 
rnail st11111ps or C:t•l'lll/111." on Jlll~(' 39 or the OctobC'I', 19()0 numhC'l' ( AERO PlllLA· 
'1'1-:1.lsT \:'\:'\\l,s. \~ol. YJll , ~o. 2) . 

~I 1'. J h·1·111a1111 E. Hit•g-1•r. wl'll-kno\\·n air 11111il fl<'ale1· in " '<'st German~-. has 
supplit'd llS with an Enj!'lish transl11tin11 or thc> 111·ti<'lc> that l'('(.'C'ntly appc>ared in 
his hnu~<' nq.wn 11 11d has kindly j!'l'1111tt•d us his pc>rmission to publish this. 

'l'hc> illust1·11tions Ill'<' f1·om thr ellitor's collrction. ) 

On ) I n~· 1 .. ' . 1912 to mnrk a public fair and holiday in 
Lripiiir. c:rrmany, a sperial air mail stamp was i:surd to 
nttrnrt thr puhl i<:''s att<'ntion lo this r,·ent. 

Th<' stnmp ''as 011e of the first air mails issued in Grr­
mnny. 

For the publir fnir, a . peri11l stamp w11s made with an 
ins<'l'ipt ion along tht• out ide of the ck ign r<'nding: ").Iar­
~at·<'trn Yolksfest( Puhlir Fair) Leipzig 1 • . )lai. 1912 
:50 Pfg. Flugpo tmarke(air mail • tamp ) ." The> cksign 
clrpi<'ts two "·ing-ccl m<'n fl.'·ing o,·<'r the c>nrth while drop­
pin~ flO\\'('l'S. 

Thi. air mail stamp w11s printed hy lithograph.'· in 
shc•t•ls of :JO (10 x :5 ) and line p<'rforal<'d 12. One part of 
tlw shret has u margin. but not the other. Thcr<' nrc three 

fQW:fOQtlttt8)tfCR)CIOCJbbij:S:e:e:e:umace:sJbaacs:e:axe:uxwcXEltltBlOQ!3=tt=• 

AERO PHILATELI T ANNALS 
Have Been Bound 

Vols. 1-2 (Blue Book) $ 10 
Vols. 3-5 (Red Book) $ 15 

Vols. 6-8 (Brown Book) $ 1 5 

f'nd order and remittance to : 

.ilero Philatelist 4nnals 

AERO PHILATELISTS 
22 East 35 Street 

New York. N. Y. 10016 
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different color hade of thi tamp known. 11lthough thr )fiche! "Germany" 
'atalogur (1965 Bdition ) list.' only two ('olor shadt•s (sre PnA'e 107. Xo. -i ) . 

• 'prcinl commrmorath·r post cards ,,·rn• p1·intrd with tlw following in<;crip­
tion on thr adch·l's.<; side; ··)tal'gal'ett•n-Yolksf!>-;t In Ll•ipzig am 1. ~Lai 1912. · · 
On thr nationul postage stamp, that \\HS n•q11ir1•d to lw used. a ci1·t11la1· hlnek 
canct•llation reading'. .. )largarrtrn,·olk<>fest z11 L1•ipzil-{ am 18. ~l ni 191~ ... \\as 
appliC'd (Ser illustration on Pa~t' 27 ) . 

The air mail stamp c·arricd a m·tax or :;o Pf!£. 1wr <·;ml. 
Thr nir nrnil stamp was rancc>llrd with n 1·uhlwrstampl•d nwl'kinA' that 

1 
reads: " Dul'ch Luftpost T 12," as the illustrntiun shows. '!'his was p1'uh-
11bly regimlC'cl as a postage . tamp, bN.•ause the ail' muil stnmp was latr1· usrd 011 
reh"lilar nwil. 'l'hr stock rcmai1wd in the pos<;rssion of thr Hl'il'hpnst (C: r1·11rn11 
. 'ta tr Post Offirc ) ancl w11 u rd on 111nil f1·0111 B111·r11u :#:la in Lt•ipzig without 
dntrs from 1919 to 1922. 

Por thr sp<'c·ial fli1?ht on )[a~- 1 ~ . 1912. thr pilot, Os"·alcl Kahnt. r11rrir1l mnil 
made up with thl'r-;r sperial post r:ml. hr111·ing thr air mail . tamp. 1 h• fie" a 
distance from IJripzig of about thirtC'rn milrs. Tt is hrlirHcl that a Oracle• tnw 
airplane was u. ed. 

Pre11i<lrnl 

ErrC'11/1rr r1u Prexidenl 

Fir11/ riet Prr11i1lt11I 

• ' rt·relary 

1965 OFFICERS 

Corrt'.~po11d111g ,';:rrrr/ary .......... .. 

TrraRurer 

Cla/111 of 1965 
JOIIN J. BRITT 
ALBERT P. COIIEN 
FRAXC RITTER 
STANLEY R. RIOE 
IRA SEEBACHER 
LOUIS N. STAUB 
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DIRECTORS 

(Jltn1 of 1966 
BERN ARD FINK 
H. :\!. GOODKIND 
II..\RRY A. HOLMAN 
• ~:U RODVIEN 
:\IA.t.·1ncE TRIPET 
.niLES L. WACHT 

Lon. x. RTAt.:B 

.• nr RODYIEX 

R. IT. RHR.\DY, :\l.D . 

WILLL\:U X. :\rEAD 

.\LBERT P. COILEX 

BERX ARD FIXK 

Cla&.' of 1967 
.TACOB S. GLASER 
IIE~TRY KBAEMER 
GEORGES A. MEDAWAR 
WILLIAM X. MEAD 
R. II. SHRADY, :ll.D. 
PITILIP SILVER 
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A post card with the 19 12 Leipzi9 Fa ir air mail stamp {San. No. 507) flown on the specia l May 18, 
19 12 fli9hl. Photos by 8 01 Ire I e J 

'I'ht• C'xad quantit~· of this 1912 mail is not known. But th<' amount of 
111ail tmnsporlrd (·annot he ~l'Cat. hc<'am;c lhC'se air muil stamps un 191~ flight 
(';IJ'(IS Ill'(' \"('I'\' S('Hl'CC and \'(')'\' diffi<.:ull to find. 

l•'o1·tunat1'1,,·, mint <•opies ·arc in mu<.:h more plentiful suppl~· and 'lo n col­
h•l'to1· c·an ohtnin the> stnmp for murh lc>ss thnn a flo\\'n ('ar11. 

For all air mail C'olll'l'lors inkrrstc•d in till• piom·<·1· p1'1·iod of aC'ro-philately, 
th is Hi 1· mail st11mp and, C'spccia lly, lhr 1912 Us<' on this N1t·ly flight, is nn item 
of ~l'C'lll hi'llUJ'it·a) inlPl'l'SI. 'J'hr Hil' Jlllli) Stnmp is II fot'Cl'llllllC'l' Of lhC' many 

The picture 1ide of the 1912 Leipzi9 Fair fl i9ht po1t cu d • 

.d.ero Phllattlisl .d.nnala 



,Pcftfarte 

r: e 1'1'n D , Da.nnenba um 

I . 

EsP«ll an d «7' I?zch7' ... 

The 1912 a ir mail stamp used later on regular mail. This one is cancelled March 8, 1913. 

later official air po t la mp issucll by ao,·crnmcnl · all OYcr the world tarting 
in 1917. .\lso, th is pio11ccl' 1912 a ir mail stamp i Ii trcl in man~· calalogtH'S or 
the wol'ld. 
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VATICAN CITY 
Bolaffi's Prices in ( J 

;t14 Pro\"lslonal on First Cit. cover 
47·54 Catholic P ress 
55-60 on reg. lette r Arch. Cong. 
61-67 Cl . lo France Interregnum 
72-76 Medallions _ 
122-1 31, Ell · l2 Ba.silicas-Exp. 
132·139 Holy Year 
140-U - Palnllne Guard 
143-H - Dogma or Assumption 
145·48 - Pope Plu s X 
149.53 catchedon 
156 - Roman States 
165A - Roman States ROU \'enlr sh~t 
166·57 :lfarla Gore tti 
15 -68, E13· H Popes & BMlllcas • Exp. 
239-42 - Brussels FaJr 
242'\ - Brussels F a.Ir souvenir sheet 
C9-15 2nd Airmail 
C16-17 - T obias 
C18-19 l"l't: 
C20-21 register ed with cachet 
C22-23 - Dom e I 
C24-32 - Angels _ 
C33-34 Dome JI (high values) - ·· 
C45 -46 Archangel (h igh values) 
C45-~ Archangel with des igner autograph 

COVERS 

{i20.oo) 
(65.00) 
(20.00) 
(12.00) 

(270.00) 
(90.00) 
(80.00) 
(75.00) 

(175.00) 
(160.00) 
(27.00) 
(90.00) 
(27.00) 
(30.00) 
(25.00) 
(20.00) 
(40.011) 

(1000.0-0) 
(4011.00) 
(4110.00) 
(160.00) 
(32.00) 
(50.00) 

50.00 
96.00 
60.00 
H .00 
10.00 

P. 0. R. 
50.00 
45.00 
40.00 
90.00 
90.00 
20.00 
60.00 
17.50 
25.00 
18.00 
22.50 
35.llO 

P . O. R . 
P . 0. R. 
P . O. R. 

so.oo 
30 nn 
35.00 
25.00 
45.00 

PENNY 
P. 0. Box 57 

BLACK STAMP CO. 
Dumont, N. J. 

S. L . Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Phllatellsta, Collectors Club, ASDA. 
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THE H. R. HARMER 

PRIVATE TREATY/AU CTION PLAN 

(with or without a guaranteed minimum return) 

The Harmer PT/ A Plan is the answer for most vendors .... 

You decide to sell your collection and wisely forward it to 
H. R. Harmer, Inc. at 6 West 48th Street (insured a t our expense) 
with a request for a report based on the Private Treaty/ Auction Plan. 

The Collection is appraised by experts and a report sent giving: 

(a) A suggested asking price for the collection, (or 
prices if division into more than one unit seems 
advisable), 

(b) The recommended period of offering before the 
collection is transferred to an auction in which 
space will be reserved as soon as you confirm 
instructions to proceed, 

or (c) The recommendation that the property should 
only be sold by either Private Treaty or Auction 
by reason of its particular make-up. 

Also available if requested is a Guarantee Plan where for an 
additional small charge the appraisal we give is guaranteed as a 
minimum return. Any lower return is made good by us. This is in 
effect a sale at a known minimum figure with the advantage that 
any excess is to the benefit of the vendor after deduction of com­
mission charge. 

There is one remaining alternative which is to take back the 
collection and pay us a 21/2% appraisal fee. This is refunded if you 
instruct us to sell the collection within one year. 

If you would like to read more about our Private Treaty/ Auction 
and Guarantee Plans request the booklet "Modern Methods of 
Philatelic Selling" and the leaflet " Behind an H. R. Harmer Ap­
praisal." They are free. 

H . R. HARMER, Inc. 
Tl1e PrcdomiMnt il11ctioneer1 

6 WEST 48th ST REET, N EW Y ORK, N. Y . 10036 

(212) PLaza 7-4460 



Orders now taken for the new edition 

of The World Airmail Catalogue 

• 
WORLD 

AIRMAIL 
NEWS 

A monthly publication for collec­

tors of air mail stamps. Lists new 

issues at net prices. New discov­

eries and errors are reported. 

Contains articles of lasting inter­

est. The authority in the field. 

11 issues 

$5.00 u. s. A. 

$5.50 Canada 

$6.00 Elsewhere 

Ridgefield, Conn. 06877 


