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RF VERPRI T 
ew Booklet Reveal OfficiaJ French Record 

1'l11s start Pd ou1 n:- a short book review of a new booklet. who. <' rlPtail. 
in·p as follow. : 

La aissance des Surcharges "R.F." de la Poste 1'.avale 
Francaise 1943-1945. <The Birth oi the "R.F." • urcharge, 
on the French Xaval Posh 1943-1945) by I lcnry C. 
Duponl. 12 pages. Paper cover. PubJi,hed by L' Echan~btc 
Cniversel, 67 Dischwiller, France. Price 3.75 fr~. (80 cents 
l' . S.). 

11 u \'in~ \\Tit ten t>ight u1·t icle · on the e HF mal'kings in addition to a 62· 
pagl• book.• 01w <.'an undl'rstand my great intcl'e t in thi new work. 

•ll/.' 01·ffpr111t~ 011 l ' 11itul .'H11t1~ .lir .llllil 1,_,. llcnry ~(. Goo1lkind. Theollorc "E. ~teinwn~· 
Handbook Xo. :i puhli>1hPd b~ tht> C:ollretor~ C:luh. :?:? East 3.'i trl'l't, Xew York, X. Y. 10010. 
6J page •. ;;; illu trntions. Price $:? . 

.:Lero Phil<i tt'lii.t .J111wl.~ 



'Vhilr \\ol'ldng 011 this hooklel , I lwgan makin~ nolt•s. .\ lsu, 111_,. l·:11{.!li .... h
Fr1'tH'h diet iomu·.'· \\'HS wwd lo p1·01H·rl~- undl•rstarnl all tlwt was \\Tit 11•11. \rl1111 
finislwd, l found that 111y noll towrrd 11101'<' than trn han1hnittl'n P<H!I'"· 

'l'hrn. I lwga11 I 1·.,·ing to t•xtrnd. pt'lllll' and Nlit for a short hook r1 •\ it>\\ . 
.Uni SU Jittlt' \\'ilS round tlrnt tf('Sl'l'\0 C'cl to IW Olllittt•tl 01" di~t•Sll'd that lht• Jll"fll·tio·a l 
dc<·i ion was 1·1•1H·lwd tu 111alw this 1111 al'til'IP. rathc•1· than a hook l'C'Yi1•\\ . 

V111·tlwrn101·r. I clid not know tlw m1tho1'. ll1•11rr Dupont. whe11 I \H olt· 
111~ book in JH:)7. "~1• lll'gan t•m·1·p:;ponding in 19(}0: :;i111'1' t lw11 w1• h: \l' 111,.t 
t wiN• in Eu rope' a nil Im,." drn•ln1wrl 11 fi rw fri1•ndsh i p. . \ 11.'· i m;pi 1·;1 I io11 I h;l\'1• 
~i,r11 tn 111y f1·ip11d in F1·;11wP is a so111·1·1• or dl'PJl 1w1~1111al satii-f111·ti1111 

T he S tate of Confusion 

Jll'IU'." Dupout romnH' nr1•s with th<' following stat1•111t•nt : 
· ·1'11C'n' is uo c·haptl'r of phil:it rly in n11r 1•111111tr~- ! Fl'a111·<' l 111111·1· .. 1111tr11-

,·p1" ial than the ·R.F. · su1·charg1•s appli<'d hy th1• Fr1•11rh 1-'11•1•1 P11-.1 ! 111;..,. 1111 
the 1"11itt'd .'t:itrs 6-C'rnt :iir mail stamp (8c•ott ('25. YH•1·t :±-2!i ). " ll P11r~ 
Dt1J)Ont, you c;rn sa_,- that again ! 

Hin in!? collrrtrd and stwlircl these RF snl'rhargt•i- sinc•r I S<'t·111'l·d m~ 
fir. t CO\ e r in Hl-1-1. I. too, ha,·r \Hittr11 ahoul I hrm i11 the• hope' of rli-.pdlmu 
1·oniusion aml lHl\°C them hrttcr 11nd1>rstood in .\ nwrinr. I 11d111i1 s11111P s111-c·1··"'· 
that both the Reott a111l 8111wbria l 'atalogn1·s n •,·ist>ol lht>i1· listi111-.r:; 11ftt>r 111~ 
hook <1ppt•a1·c·cl was ,·C'1·y cnc·o11rng-inir. l"111'thc1·11101'1·. 1111111~· t'olll'tlot·s a11ol dt·a h·1·-.. 
h:1Ye c•omc lo m•t•t•pt tltl' n ·sults of llt,\' l'r ' t•an·h. But u11h11p11ily. tlrl'l't• h11\ I' 
hPl'll some• dit•lrn1·d stamp dealers. who still insist upon st'lling' HF st;1111p:-. mtol 
c·0Yr1·s that I do not <"u11si1lc•1· g:cnuitw. ~ I an_,. unrtio11 :;all' <"alalog11l'S d1•s<-l'ih1· 
lH' lots with lhl' wot·ds. "solcl as is... 1n 111~· ,·i1•\\', mint Mpi<'s, 1-c•1·t:ii11 hn!!'lh 
t~·pc'i and fake co,·c1·s ·hould not br sol<l. ··as is.·· 01· an~· othr1.· w:\\'. 

) Ir . Dupont sce>s tlw same pl'OblC'm iu FranN·. I lrr1>, tlll'n. is th1· ffr,t 
Nmsc·icnt imt a ttcmpl in F1·a11re> h~- any ph iln t e>l isl to Sl•1·io11sl~· study t hi· -.uh
jrc·t. 'l'hr job wn. don(' by g:i ill i ng- nrc·pss i l1 Io llH· ullic·ia I :nc·h iws i11 1111' 
F1·ench Ministry of ) [arine> in Pa1·is nnd SC'C•ing- wha t was th1•1'l'. 'l'h1• t'P<·ord .... 
wrre thrn 1·ompare>d witlr wlrnl hn1l hrrn \\t·itte11 . [frm·y T>11po11t u:;Ps and 
'lllOlC'S on(~· 011(' SOii!'('('. nty hook. .Join llll' ill . <'C' ing: what :\r1·. D11po11t \\ l'Otl'. 

ThC' l-'1•r11eh hooklet has lhrr r ehaptrrs with . uhdiYisions an i11t1·otlt11•-
tion. f11( Ji'fr.~ f I'f rfod Of llSt> n[ l°. • '. <tit• l!l!lil sl;1111ps \\ ithnllt all,\" Slll'l•hal'g!'-.. 
an<l f71<' • 1 cu11d P£ riod wh1•11 t lw HI•' ma rki n~"l' W<'l't' 11st>1 I. 

March 18. 1943 Directi ve 

Thr fiL-st cloC'n111('11t found wns a dil·1•rtiw datNI J la1·rh 1 • . l!J-rn 1'his 
~i\"CS im;trurtiOllS for the Jrn1111Ji11g of air mail lt>llPl'S or thr i-'l'C'IH'h :'\:!\\" 10 
.\ meri<'H nnd other fnrf'il!n lan1ls. It s1•ts r:rl1's, IPlls hm\ tlw sl11111pi- al'P t~J lw 
JH'o<•ttred and U .. l'<l: how thC' stamps a1·1• to he> 1•111ic-Pll.-1l. .\ lsn. it di1·p1·ts 1h1· 
wa~- mail is to br olispatc·h1·1l for thP nir rnnil sc>1·Yil'1 '. 

'I'ht• s tamps llll'lltio111•1l in 19-la Hl'I' thmw or . l/y1rio . ,\I r . Dttpont hl'lic\l•!-; 
tl111t thi:; ) l111·eh 19-l3 dircdiYc 111a1·ks tlw start, tlw birth of 1-'n•nl'h 111m1l air 
111:1il tl111t c\·entually g11\·e ri ·e lo lhl' JU' O\'<'t·p1·ints. 

:\h· honk do<' · not mr11tio11 this )fa1·c·h l e', H) .. J.:3 ilil'l'C·li\·I': I did nol know 
of it. · Bnt l tli1l show c·m·r1·s nsrd rnrh- in Hl-1-3 IJ,· the Frcnrh );ay,,- with 
r . '. SlalllJ)S to Jll'C'JHly the Ci-rc•nts ail'. mnil f<'I'. w·lw11 Olll(' of th(' Frcnrh 
:"cn ')· ·s ships we>1·c uY<'l' hrrc being rPp:ii1·1·d in the B1·ookl~·n and Phila<lclphin 
): 11'"~- Yurcls. 'l'hr Prrnrh ·nilo1" 111Hl offir1·1·s WI'!'<' iwc·m·d<>tl the snmr mailing 
1)1'i ,·ill'g-1•-; a., tlll' l"nite>«l !-itnlrs .\rnwd Fo1·N•s. 01·1lin;11·_,. poslat-tt' \\'I'll! f1·cr: 
:1i1· 11111il was li-c·1' 11ts an om1c-r ngninsl thl' high1•1· l">-1·1•11l nit· nrnil 1·11tr for 1·i,·ili:t11s. 

Thr Dupont studicis in tlri · pa1·t , in my opinion. 110 not t«tkr into c•un'>i<lr ra 

.J Jlfll. 19t.t; 



lion that l•'rC'11<·h Xnn nir mnil at that time is found with .\ lj?crian, as wrll 
as with l ·nill'd Ht11tes: a nd ;ii ·o with British postag'C' sl:tlll)lS. or ('Cl\ll"i(' . )[l'. 
Dupont is c·ur1·l·I'! wlwn he c·mwc•nt1·ates on this Xol'th . \ frira11 direl"lin•. lw
<·ausc• thc> late>!' use• or HI•' nw1·kin1---s was ronfinl'd to thl' :\Ll'dite1·1·;11H«lll :-lc•a a nd 
1111' .\ tlanti c• <><·ran both oil' and in ~orlh .\ fric·;1. 1'hr point l nrnkl' is thnt 
1111• prl'1·1•dl'nt for th1• l·' 1·enc·h tu Ill' a l11rnc•d to 11s1• 1 ·nitl'd Stat"' posllll!<' 
st11111ps and 111ail l'11<·iliti1•s had hr1•11 1·stahlislw1l t."n1·h· in rn-1-a. \\h1•11 thr F1·r 111•h 
ships \\"l'l't• !l\l'I' IH•t·1· in till' c· nitl'd Htatt•s fol' l'C'Jl!lir·~. RP 11'1/S 1111( 1Jl'l/'fJl'i11l r d 
011 . Lff!t riu11 stu11111.~ . 1111ly 011 I . 8 . sfrtmps. 

Chapter One 

Thi. c·hapt c• r· lwaclin11 is "1'lw Fir"it Pc•l'iml. .. Lt-. titl · in EngJi..,h i.., .. f's 1 
of (i-1·111ts slfllll/1 without .rnrclwl'flt." It lwµ-ins with sig-nifi<-ant 1•xlrm·ts hy 
:\I 1·. 1>11pu11t or a J.'l'e!H'h ;\;I\~· di1·c·c·t h I ' dakd :\o\'l'llllll'l' 1-1-. L!JH. '1'111• uut hor 
al1111·IH•s !I l!l'Clll dl•al ur impo1·t:1111·1• lo thl· fin.tin~:-. or thi:-. di1·1·1·1in'. Th t>r1• i.., 
1111 qnc•stion ; it is l!llOd lo kilo\\ u[ it. 

Tlw Xmc·111hl•1· 1-1-. l !l-1-:1 di1·1•C'tiw 's .\l'li1·lr :\o. 1 :.p1•11 ks ol' 11 11 1un·rrml'11 t 
111ad1• In· th1• ~'n• nc·h ''ith 1111' ( 'hi1·1' of thP l -. :-\ . )lili1;11·,• Po..,ts t'u1· mail lo 
.\ llJl't'ic•;; , :\Ii·. l>11po11t l'oolnoll•s that this ng'l'Pl'Olrnl has .h<'t' ll Inst. Hot h or 
II!- l'<'~rct I his . 

. \l'tic·ll• :\u. :-i stall·' tli:it thl' l'. S. st;1111p'l will hr sold lo th1· Fr·t•1\C'h postal 
llJ?l'llts uncll'l' tlw s111111· 1·11111liti1111s as 1·'1'1'11<'11 stumps. l ' nfo1·tu1rntrl.'" nothinix 
111on• is s<•t forth . .\ s a stud1•11t of IH' 111 n 1·ki11~rs a nd F'n•111·h X:l\;JJ P ost ... 
d111·i11;? lhl':><' \\'u1· y1•<11'l>. I nlwa,,·-; wo11d1'1't'd lal\\ :11·1•011111.., W l' l'I' kt•pt. I Jrn ,·r 
not hPl'll 11hh• 111 "l'I' an.'·· 'l'lw l'. S. ol'tic·ials just did nut hand 11\'l'I' shc1•ts of 
l '. H. a ir 111ail stamps to till' l" l'1•11<·h . s11111c 1·1111t rnl 11111st 1111\ c hPl'll k1•pt. • 'twh 
i11t'nr111ati011 is i111port a11t to kmrn . l \\OUld s11g~1·. t that )(r. l>n pont dig 

Colombian 

Airmails 

TH E handsome, J 5.album spe
cialized collection of Eric 

Leupin of Cali , Colombia , will be 
auctioned in May. Ct and C la 
on first flight covers. Compania 
Colombiana de Navegacion Aerea 
and Scadca issues. Consular over
prints. Government issues in 
b locks, sheets. Errors, perf. and 
wmk. varieties. Ask for ca talog. 

HARMER ROOKE & CO.. LTD. 
589 Fifth Ave. (at 48th), New York, N. Y. 10017 

Intemational .J.uotioneers of Fino tamp1 

. l irn P/11 /a Id i.-t • I 1111111., 7 



This is HMG's Type 5 and Mr. Dupont's Type Ill 
of Algiers, the one that has been mostly widely 
counterfeited 

ful'tht'r on this; he might find sonw rec·urds, showing ho\\ the U. '. -.tam11-. 
Us<'d b~· the l•'ren<'h ~av)· Wl't'e lwpt. 

Tn. trnction 737/P?\/ E4 wa'! issm•d hy the F'rrnrh Xav~· on ~onmhrr 1..f, 
l!l..f.3. Jt outlinf's how llw r. S. a il' nwil sl11mps sllOuld hf' tls<'d an1l ra111•Plll'd, 
after tlw Sl' IHli'l' wrote his lt>lll'l'. If :\fr. Dupont did nothing t•lsr, tht• dis
r losurc of thi · i11forn1ation i · ,·r1·.' impol'lanl. 

l 11 lll,\" ·earch or l'C'COl'ds. I 111'\'('I' c•oultl loeak Ord1•1· Xo. 737 PX EIJ. Jly 
RI•, hook illustl'lll!·d and dis1·ui-..,1•d 01·d1·1· );o. :>23 PX l~p dntcd .Jnnc 22. l!l..f...l.. 
()11'. l>upont also found this in tlw l•'1·1'1wh 11r(')1i,·es 1111d <'omnwnts upon it in 
his sec·ond ch11ph•1·. ) This .Ju111• 22. l!l..f...l. dirC'<'ti,·c l'erel' ' to · ' Cil'<'t1lar 7:37 / 
P~/Ep ol' XO\·. 9, 19-13. ' ' I sus1w<"l that this is till' sa11w one a · )Ir. Dupont':,.. 
find ol' 737 / PX/ Eq or Xo,·rmhi•r l..f, l!H3. I do not think that br<'amw the 
one r<'ads .. f.~q" nnd tlw otlw1· .. J·~p,'' nor that one dale is Xovemhc·r 9th, 
lht> othC'I' :\' onm her 1..ft h means too 111 u<'h. 1 do not <1 ttat'h too llllH'h i 111 po1·t H n1·1· 
lo the <' two ·mall tli crC'pancil's. 

'l'hi!., thC'rcforl', is a l!l'<'al find. :\f,,· hook <·ll'nrl~- stutNl thul llw .Jun<' 
lH+l direi·thl· had rt•rcrrl'd ton :\'on•mhrr 19-13 dirC'rlhl', which rould not he 
lo<'ated. )It·. Dupont round it; nm' wt> know wlwt it eontains. \\' ond<'rful' 

Dil'ccth·c 737 /P>. Eq plainly stairs that postnl a gen ls l'o1· tlw l•'1·rn<'h 
• ·a,·~· ancl lht> ships' F. P.O. 's ll l'l' not lo <·nn<·t>I th<' l' . ~- stamps. '!'his onl~· 
is lo he JH' l'lOl'lllNl i 11 tlw I" 1·rnl'h ( '<'ll t ra I I·'. P . 0. i 11 ( 'asa blanca. L·'ro111 th is. 
)11·. Dupont 11sst1lnl''i that this 1·1·gul11t iu11 was <·0 11 ti111wd lhrou~hout the latl'I' 
1wriod, whC'n the RI·' nrnrkin!...rs w1•1·1• nsPd. 11 nt ii t lwir l'nd. 'l'hrre is 11t1 1·1°11son 
to cloubt this. If a pratlic!' fol' lwndling- mail ]ll'O\' l'd <\UCCI' rul. Wl'Y likrJy 
the operation wn continued. 

Final Chapter 

Thi last part co,·er what :\[r. Dupont <ll'signntC's ns "llw . C'ron1l P1·1·iod" 
with the" u.w of lhc 6 crnl.s slllmJI with .~11rcharyc" 

R<'aching thi cau rd me gt'l'al cxcitenwnl. but then a IC'tdown. Thr open
ing paragraph tnte · that .. the fi1"l inst1·uction giwn to the F1°1'nch Burc>a11 
of ~a,·al Po I· to surchari:i:c lhl' 6 rrnt C .. '. ai1· mail stamp with ·R.F.' has 
not been located lh•spitc Jong and si>rious searc·hin!( in tlw arl'ltiH•s of llw 
D<'pnrtment of :\Iarioe." 

One of the es.'iential ke,· ' to tlw Rf;' st on-. tlwr<:forf', i-. rni ~ing. You t•unnot 
blame )Ir. Dupont. Ile tri<'tl hard to fintl it: it wa~ not in the rN·ord in Paris. 

But it appl' Hl'S to me that )ft'. H1'111·y l>upont makrs lh!' sanw mista lH• that 
other French ph ilateli t ha\'<' dont>. 'l'lw~· t alw u p111·1•ly nnt ionalist ic ,.i<'w . 

.Actually, one cannot prnk of a J.'rr11ch, l'nitcd Htalt•s or Brili ·h Navy. 
D uring 1Vo1'l<l Tro l' Tl , it ll'llS 011 Alliul 'f'n .~Jo fi'orr< n1f1d1 11p of llCIL'<tl hips of 
all types from all thrre 1inl'ie.~. 'l'lw .\llird Task l-'01·<·1• opr1·atc1l and fought 
as a unit. This i wlw the 1"r<'IH'h sailol's and offi('<'l'!'I wr1·t• ll<'COtd<>d the same 
postal prh'ilCI{<' a tJ{o e of the l'nitl'd • 'tales and llt·i•at Britnin. ~r~- hook 
hows mail from Fn•nch ailor-; also with Bl'iti h tamps. 

.J.pril, 1966 
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This was shown a s Fig . J on page 32 of Vol. X, No. 2 of this magnine. It is fro m the dostroyer 
" l'Algierien," not from the nava l base in North Afri ca, Alg iers. Notice how a ll the postmarks, can
cellation and c ensoring tally with the instructions in the French Navy's d irectives, that Mr. Dupont 
published. 

_\ S('co11d ('sSt'nlial factor tllUbt lw st1·c '"ed. Tiu Fru1d1 clicl 1wl a1tlhoriz1 
f/11 R /i' .wrc7wrgr.~: l111 l'11ilul Slul1 s F /111 I'osl OO'ic1 did. 'r lw l ' nit <'d. tnks 
Ol'd<'l'C'd tlw French, wh1•11 using our nwilin~ 1'11t·ililit• . lo mm·k their air nwil 
to .\111cl'ic-11 fo1· id('ntitit•ution purpost'.. The French had lo rarry oul our onlcr. 

It i not known if the l-nill'd Stall·~ J<'Po spN·ifi<.'all.'· <ll'll<'r<'d that the 
l·'r<'nd1 air muil to .\ 1111•ril'a he idt•ntificd hr '>Ul'ch11rgin~ the initiub. "RF." 
I sus1H'<'t t hn t w1• did 11ot. The Pren ch chosl.' l his RF' d1•signa ti on. \Y c only 
11sketl for an identifiration vr Frt•tH:h mnil. 'l'h<' F'rench decided upon " lfl<' ." 
ll<'t'e i the rea on. 

1'Iw r .... XaY,v JH'Ohabl,v would hnn~ hern 'lllisfit•ll "ith the simple ·•F " 
( l'ot· !<' ranee) or any otlwr distincth·e marking-. But for nll Ft·<·n<•hmnn fight
ing to liben1tc thei1· b<'l<l\·ecl Fn1m·l' oc<·upit'd h~· the ~a:d Gt•rnrnns, the Rt'
puhlic· or Fl'an<>t' (R I-'.) was thrir ide11 l. 111 1-'rnncC', dul'ing tlw Up1·1111111 oc•
c·upation, l·'l'E'neh st;1111ps dt·lilw1·atl'ly lrnd hnd the JU, 1·<•m0Yed. .. R< 1mbliq111 
1"r<111r11isc" 111ust be 1·c">to1·pd . '!'his wns t lwi1· g-ual. 1'hi is wh~· I think that th<' 
l~rench in ~orth .Afric·11 c•ho c the initials " RI•'.·· 

Fnrthl'1·111on'. it lH'\t't' hill! bl'l'll uncl lll' \·e1· will be pc1'111itte<l that nn~· 
fol'eig11 nation, willioul ·pc cifi c co11srn l 1111d c1JJ1Jrot•al, O\erprint u 'lamp ot' the 
l'nitecl Stat <'. of .\ llleri<'n. 1'1w RF' ure tht> one exc·eption. 

\ hy the RF's \! ere Ordered 

Other s1wcialists haYe offered ·ome co111pli<'al<'d un<l incorrect theorie a. 
to the 1·<'a. on thr C. '. ):an· in Xm·th ~\ fric:a onle1·cd the French Xu ,·al mail 
to be i1lcntifi<'<l. It hail nothing to <lo with Cl'nsol'ing nor mou<'tm·y cont rot . 

. \t the bottom Ol page 12 in lll,\' hook. th<' l'NlSOll is gh•en . • illC'C' what 
wa written an<l pub] ishcd in 19.)t' <lid not S<'Ctn to unh·e1 , nlly clarify and 
c•xplain the rrn on. it c•c•rns praetical to s1wll it out uiznin in a different manner. 
l nci<l <'ntall~-, :\lr. Dupont dol·~ not tr.'· to explain it. 

Jn 194:3, when the F1·p11ch XaYal hips \\'Cl'(' S<'nl to the UnitC'<l • tales ror 
l'<'pairs, there wa. a lot or ,, frntemizing'' between the ~merican ¢rt. llll<l the 
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Fr(•n('h sailors. T, pc1 onall~-, wihw 'IC'd thi-;. Bein!? ncthe in tlw Xl'\\ Yori, 
l ". S . 0. in thr wint('l" of 19-13. Wl' :11·1·a11gl'll l'ntertainml•nt for man.\· a lo11rsc11111· 
l•'t'<'JH'h sailo1-, r1·i(•t11llPss and thousands of milr. from honw in a stra11gl' hi!-{ t·ity. 

Offirial t'N·cmls show that tlw .. Hiehelieu" lutd a wartinw <'ot11pli1t1l'11t of 
l .9+1i, tlw ('1·11isr1· "r:toil'r" 7G+ and tlw " Emil <• Bt•rtin" 70:) H totnl or 
:ta:>:>. 1'111'1'(' \\'('I '(• also srnalll'I' ..,hip:- h<•l'l'. so that !Ill 1•..,ti111all' or +.ono 1"1·t>111'h 
sail111·s in XPw York in 19-rn st•1•111s t·o11s1•1·rntiYC . 

• \t'tt·t· l'<•1wi1·i 11µ- and n•fittillf.!, th<• l·'1·t•1wh :\;n·~· l'l't111·m•d to Xurth .\ frit·u 
lat\'!' ill HJ .. rn. )latt,\" fri1•J11iship-., mad<• ill .. \ 1111•1•i(•a \\!'l'I' llOt fOl')!Otl!'ll; :J lllllllll<'l' 
111' 1-'1·P1H·h olli1·1·1'1-. and sailors \\TOI(• tu tlwi1· .\ nwric·an !!il'I l'l'il'nds. so11H' almost 
\'\ l'I'~- Ila~·. 

l•'or f1l'OOf or this, look at 1111' IHlllll'S Oil l{ll' ('U\ .. l'l'S; tJIC' great lll:ljOl'it.\· 
111"(' "' "(iss" 01" ••)[1":-.,° 0 !lot '",;\ )1·.·· 'l'ht• l"l•sl of llW llllllll'S 111"1' lllOSti)" '' )Ii•. & 
.\I 1·-, ... h11(':tl1SI' 111;11Til'd «oupl1•s i11 :\I'\\ York. HS )frs. t:omlki11d and 111,,·s1•I r. h:id 
1•11tPt'lai111•d Mlllll' of tlw l·'n•tJl'h :\:I\} dnring thc>i1· stay m·t•r hc>n'. 

l·'uth1•r111on'. \\ lll'n thl• l''1·<·1wh :'\a'' 1·1'1t11·1wcl to ::-.=u1·th ,\ fric·:i, tlw h11ild-
11p of l°. S .. \ l'lllt'd (•'on·1•s thl'l'I' had h<•;•tt \('I".'" !!1'1':11. 'f'ht•l'l'fol'C'. th1• ail' lllllii 
f:11·ilitil•-, from :\orth .. \ fri"a to .. \ 11ll'l'i1·11 WPl'P on1·tax<·<l. 

Tiu' LS. :'ililita1·~- in ::-.=ol'th .. \ 1'1·i<·a 1·0111plailwd aho11t th(• slow d1•lin•1·.'· 
or thl'i1· :1i1· mail had;: honll'. I I-IHI\\ 11111', \\ho at tlw tillll' \\:ts a high oflil-1'1' 
011 <:P1w1·al Eis1•11hmH1 1··s staff i11 :\orth .\fl'ita. H is \\ir1•'s li•ttr1-s l'l'olll :\c>\\ 
Ycll'k took th1·N1 01· l'ou1· da,,•s. But his IPtll•1·s to ::\C'\\ Yo1·k l'C'l(llin•d (iq• da.''" 
01' a \\'C'd\ to l'('at·h lwr. Ir(' h:1d lll'l'll 11si11g" thC' .\ . P . tl ., l11•1·;111s1• 111• \\;IS \\ ith 
t lt1• l". : ... \ 1'111)". 

So111l'Olll' 111h·iw1l him fOI' a l'askt· d1•lh Pl'\" honu• to "" il<·h to t ht• :-,:,I\', t hi' 
I". P . 0. 11 1• did; it \\orhtl. ll i'I h•tk1·:-. ,;ow r1•:1<·l1C'd his l'amil.' in ·,i1111111 
l'oltl' Cit' fhl' d1IY:-.. 

But tlw ra~h·1· 1l(•lin•1T "ith tht• 1•'. P. 0. did not last. 'l'his lwµ:an to tal,r 
as lonir as the> .. \ . P. 0. ;;ir 111ail. ('ons<•qm•11tl.'·· all i11n•stigatiun was 111ad1• 
Till' F. P. 0 . \las swa1111wcl \\ith ni1· 11111il (pttC'rs 1'01· .\ n11·1·i<·11. 111 ndd itio11 to 
a g1·pa\ i11<·1·1•11->1• 111' 11111· O\\ n n111il, tlw 1"1·p1wh \\'t'l'<' sPnding 11 li11·gr Yolum<' . 

• \ p1·11<'1il·al dl't·ision was 1·pa1·lwd. Our nwn ~lilit:it',\ .. 11tust h:t\1• p1·io1·ity, 
l'Sfll'l'ially ->illt'I' \\(' \\'l'r(' SC'l'\'i<'illg" and fl.,·i11ir \ht• ai1· lllHil. [11 lll'lll'I' to ill'>llt'e 
this p1·iol'it~·. thl' FrPtH'h w1•t'I' ul'd1·1·1·tl In icl1•11tit'y tlwir.;. 

ew Orders Found 

Extral'I-. arr madr or Dit·l·ttin• .1~:l PX I·;p ol' .J 111w ~~- l!l-H. "hit·h I had 
p1·1•\ iousl~· 111rntio11C'd. It is intrl'Pstin~ to ..,1•1• that this still is i11 thP J•' 1·1·1wh 
arc·hiws. )l1 .. I >upont l'o11nd a Ill'\\ di1·1•ct in•. not k1111\\ 11 to 111t•. :\u. l flO P:\ l~p 
dat1•d .. Ja11t1al'\" l:i, l!J..J.:>. '!'his \\II'\ is.s1wd lff tlw () i1·pl'101· ul' :\;l\1tl Posts to 
F'ran1·1>. TIH'

0

1·1•\'1•aling- int'o1·111:1tio11 th1·l'l'itt i•," tlw dis1·l11su1·l• ol' how th1• Dit'Pl'tnt 
111' ::-.=<l\al Posts in .\ l!!rl'ia in'\tl'lll'tPd th1• Xanil Post B111·pa11 in Orn11 to handlt• 
1·111·1·1•-;p0111l1'11c·1• for th1• ("nill•ll Stal\•-., :111d ('anada fm11k1·d \\ith th" li-1·P1tt 1·. K 
air mail stamp. 

1·'11 rt lwr d iJ·p1·t i \l''- Wl't'c found in I hi' Pa 1·il- ill'l•h i \l'" t h11 t 1·1111ti rn11·il a 11 I 111· 
p 1·r,·ions 011es. 

Applicatio n of the Surcharges 

'I'hrtc 110\\ 1·0111l's 11 p11.!;i1gl' in this F1·1·1H'h hookh•t that thl'illcd nw. 111 
italics it is statt•d that oil 111i11t slr1111p.~ will! H.L•'. 1wrr'111rr1u• 11n 1111( ye 1111i111 • 

.. \ II thr dirc>rtin•s round h~- )fr. Dupont show that the RI•' nwrking- was ap1)liNI 
1111t-r .. IH''·er h~· tlw (•t1dC't' affixin~ th1• stamp to !tis CO\l'I'. 

In m~- Hl::>i: hook. I had C'Xfll't''>SC'd Wl'ion. 1lo11 ht a ho11 t I lw !{!'till i ll!'nl'S!\ or 
nil mint N1pirs. 'l'hi-; was lhC' on!' -;tatc11wnt tlrnl philatrlists. cspec:iall~· 'llllllll' 
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The cancellation date reeds November 13 , 19«. This large circular type ;, Mr. Dupont .. Type II of 
Oran. The records show that "l'Algerien" was in Oran from October 29 lo December 4, 19«. 

1lt-al1·1·s. i11 F1·11111·L• and .\nwrica qucslio1w<l. Time an<l again 1 wa told that 1 
\\as \11·011t: a l111t1I mint t·opi<' . :\I~· slo<'k an wcr has been to in\'itc tho<' hol<l
iug lht• oppusiH• 1 ie11 to \Hit<• l'ol' thi • 11tagazine. which l p1·0111b,ed to publish. 
~ol Ulll' won! in l'<'futation enr has bC'en Wl'ilten. 

J.'i11all.\'. suhsta11tialio11 or 111y 011i11ion that mint RI•' copil'" ure uot gcuuiuc 
ha· come from Fra11cc iu thi Dupont publication. 

How T he Mail ~ as Handled 

Th<' 111'x t I" 11 and a ha Ir pul.(e::. a 1·p ext rcmely irnporurn t. They tic dm111 

a nd ""tahlish «'X11c•th- hem thr 1-'l'Clll'h .,ailors wel'e inslructccl to ha111ll1• llu•ir· 
111ail. Thi · lwd m•\·~1· lw<'11 pn.•1·i11usly pdlcd out in the <'xplicil <lctail, a .M1-. 
l>uponl does it 11 ucl<b lo our infol'lltation and, in l11m, et fo1·th some datn 
tlrnt had not h<'<'ll :1rc•uratPI~- • lutrd in my book. 

)Ir. Jlupnnt in roight p:in1A"rnph' shows ju t how a lt>llt>r wa. han<iled, 
a~ rol lmn; : 

I. Thr endPr "rites on I ht> c·m rr hi. name, rank, lup, ·· Post .:\a,·alc 
Fn11wnis ·· m11l also .. ,iu ui1· mail. .. 111' buy. the l'. .'. 6-ccnt ai1· mail stamp 
(ol' po!-.lal . tatiom· r~·) ft-0111 thr ('hi(•[ )lail ('lr1·k aboanl hi ·hip. (1'hr lit'<'nch 
1\lml i' .. rng-Ul'llH."l t'!•." whit·h my dictionary gi,·c-; a "IJHg-gag-Pmaster.'') The 
wndc1· atJhc.· hi ·tamp ant.l r·cturns the en\ elope lo th<' Chief )Jail Clerk 
( \'al!lll'llll"ll'c ) . 

~. Bl'fOl'c the final po ·ting. tlw la1·gc cachPl with un anchor 1·cau i11g either 
.. ~l al'inr Fn111c:aisc ol' )lar·inl' :\alional1• - • 'pn ice n lu )fer .. is hit upon thc 
1•11n·lop1•, hut not up1111 tht• stamp. Tf marked 011 the ·tamp. it is a mi ·take. 

:3. Thl· 111ail i lmndll•d nntl th1·11 . cut lo the 11carc t French F. P. 0. in 
l<'rcnch _\. frica . In some i11sta11ccs the mnil wa transmittcu to the local P . T . 'I'. 
SCl'\;Ct'. who. ill lllrll. dispatchccl it to the xa,·al Bureau . 
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J. Thi d<.':c1·ibe in detail the p1·ocedure for French censorin". 
:i. The 11r<·harge · · R.F.' · was then upplicd b~· hand in a type that was 

autilabl<' in the Xaval Bureau. 
G. 1'hC' stamp wa imn1<.'diateJ~· canecllcd '·Po te ~a,·ale." Here com<' 

rnent ion of · · rctanl ·ystemat ique," fo1· which I ha,·e to upply a literal Engli h 
tnm talion. I lhiuk thi · mean "DelaYetl Mail" 'or "~!ail Held fo1· Later 
Dcli\·ery... With this delayed mail, the cancellation had to be hit at the corner 
of the HF tamp for identification. 

7. 'onC' pon<lt•nc<' wa next ent by the regular P. T. T. civilian ervice 
to the ('C'ntral BuL'l'llU in C'asablanca Plain PPO for all French Korth Africa). 

9. The C'entral Bureirn at ·a ahlanca turned O\.Cl' the French naval mail 
to llH· [nited 'talcs I". P . 0. where it undcn,·ent . i:;. cen oring. Thu, l\[r. 
Dupont points out , C'ach co,•c1· should bear both French and U.S. censor marks 
or tapes. 

1'hcrt> han· been exct•pt ions, whkh ?i l r. Dupont OYerlooked. 'ome RF mail 
was not cemmrcd by us in Xor1h Africa, b11t i11 'll'cw York City. ee in my 
book the COYCI'S like Fig:. 32. Also, Figs. 2 and 29 shows British, not U.S. 
ecn. oring, on nrn il from the hat tie hip "Richelieu." 

1 n ltis <'0111111ent$ iu this C'ction. the French author stre e that the RF 
su1·C'hat'A'l' was ap])lircl alway. aflel' lhl' stamp wa affixed, not where a letter 
was posted. This i correct. 

Identification of the Orig in of the R F Surcharges 

Thi. i1arl is the most rliffirult and romplicate<l. It is now seen that the 
<mlcrs from the FrC'tH'h :'\anti Po t specified that the " RF '· markings were 
11ot tn be applied. whl'll ma il<'cl aboard hip, but upon nrriYal at nn F. P. 0. in 
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EARLY AERONA TICA Crom 1800 & up (oHiciul Balloon ascen ion learlets, 
prints, leu cr . e tc.) 
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'E~ I E ERVICE F. FOREIG SPACE I E FOC's 
~Lh~ OTHER AIRPOST COVERS 

For 35 yea.rs we have been known as I.he primary source to ma.ny collectors 
bolh here and abroad. IC you have not done business with us. It wlll pay you 
to acquaJnt us ot your requlremenl.4 now, aa we are brea.kJng up a fabulous 
collection at preaent. 

BELHAM EXCHANGE 
Box 119, Ridgewood 27, N. Y . 

.d pril, 1966 
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l his cover with HMG's Type 7 and Mr. Dupont' s Type VI, which he id entifies as Marseilles, is the 
scarcest type of RF overprint. The 109 shows that "l'Al9erien" was in Marseilles from April 4 lo 6th. 
1945 ; ag.lin on April 9th ; a nd the last t ime in A pril, 1945 on the 19th and 20th. There a re two 
" Post" Navale" markings. The one lo the left seems lo be date d " April l , 1945." ( It could be an 
"8," not a "l " but this is very doubtful.} The cancella tion on the sta mp is dat ed " April 28, 1945.'' 
A cover like this clearly shows the d iffi culty faced with the identification of the RF types al a 
specific French na val base F.P.O. 

a :\11\al Hust'. 1'his lwd always <·onrused 111r. In Lhe .\ ppcndii. 11( 111~· hook. 
I tulmlalt' wh1'l'C' niail from ont' :hip by the sc1mc C'Ol'l't' pomlcnt ha<l as nwny 
as si\ diff .. i·tmt t.nws or RF. Tt ·eem logic<il, theL"eforc, that one 1·uul<l not 
identir,,· a 1·p1·tain tnw of surcluu·~c tand there are many pronounc1•d Yal'ialious) 
"ith a s1weific lo('<1 lc. Hert- l Jw,·e been conectcd. Ye , cvi<lcnC<' iu this 
F1·l.'1wh hook now shows me to ha,·e been w1·ong ;1boul lb.is . 

. \ notlwr nrnttC'l' c·onfusl'd me. )fr. Dupont, not. in hi booklC't but in 
11'!11•1·:. to 1111.'. has set 111e strnight. This couCE'rnb my later articlC' in this 
ma~azi1w A~;no PlllLA'l10:Ll~T .\XXAI.», Yol. X, ):o. 2. Octobt' l' 1%2 ). Th1•s ' 
IH' 1·m·p1·s w1•1·1' sPnt from l '. ll!Jr rirn. H Jo'n'nch <lestro~·e1-. l had i11co1·1·c•ctly 
it.lcntifkd th1•111 as fron1 .\ lgi1•1-;,. th· :\orlh African na\al ha· . 

:ii l'. Dupont \\'l'Ott' a;; followl> on pp. 9 an<l 10 of hi booklet: 
..... 11i. "•' sc<' hr thC' onl<'r of June 22. 194-t cur1·l'spo1Hl1•nce t-.l•nt to a 

:\anti Hu1·p11u, whi1·h l0 u11ld not h t•c•ns01·1'{l lwfore the dcpartut·e of the mail , 
!tad to h<· ht'ld. put in a bundle und thl'n dispatcht'd tu thl' C'C'ntral Pn•nch 
I". P . 0. in ('asahlan('a. It is thi Bureau that N•nsoi·t-d the 111ail and also ap
plit>d th11 · HJ<'.· 'T'hii. 1•:-.plains how we fiwl the ('asablanca type 'R.F.' on mail 
r1·0111 olht•r :\a\;tl 8111°t'lll1S lik1• .\ lf!iC'l's. Ornn. Bone, <'IC. 'T'his explains why 
1111' .\ 1111'1·i1·11111< found tlw ·amP tnw ·R. l•'.' useu from difforC'nt 11n,·al bases." 

":\lain prnblcm in iclcntificatinn of thC' · R.lo'.' t,qw. is with th<' <lt•layl'<I 
111ail ( retard systematique).'' 

· · l n ordt•r to Jll'Opt-1'1." iclcnt ify a typ , one must know a ·hip's nw\ <'llH'llt: 
one must know the 1wan· ·t bas· with. a P. P. 0. whl'l't' the co1Tc ponde11ce wa -
di-.1iat<·hcd, a<:conling to postal tl'~ulation . " 
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Testing the French Information 

'l'he hooklct concludr · \\ith ome hantl-d1·awn illustrations o[ RI•' typrs, 
'1' 1',\' similar to tho ·r shown in Tll,,. book, and the Bcott and • ' an11 b1·ia atalogucs. 

Ten typl's arc illustrated, hut only TnJes L to V T 11rr identifit•d by ,\I r. 
Dnpunt. Ilii; Tn)c Yll is the third most common one found out. or m,,- lwch·e 
difft·1·p11t IU' t~·pt•s. lier<' J h11Ye to fault ~Ir. Dupont. Ile gin•s no inclica 
t ion wlrntcn>r as to how he idrulifics hi Algiei.. a ·ahlanca. Ornn. Bit·zerte, 
Bolll', and Mat'sl'ille · t~· pr:. F'n1·thermore, lhet·e are fout· types uniclentifie<l. 
Wei·!· the1·e ten narnl ba c> · with French F. P.O.' 1 Or wet·e tlwrr onl,\• six! 
'l'his rss(•ntial i11formation . hould not ha,·e been omitted. 

'L'hel'l' a re other matters that T ca nnnt folio\\\ There 11 r1• sta 111 ps on eo,·ers 
with two lyprs of urchargrs. such a· Dupont's T~· pes I ancl 11. W hat is his 
exp la nation for thi 1 

. \ t thi point, T am trying to follow, "·ith 1\11·. Dupont ' kind a istauce. 
I he 1110Ye111ent or some of the ships. Ile ha ent me those of the "Riehclien .. 
and .. L 'Algerien ... Por instance. L ha,·e a co,·e1· from the ··Ric·heli('u .. C'an
l'ellcd September 2 , 1944. I looked up where the balt lrship \\·a. on that dati>. 
Tt was in Alg-ii>1'S. the nanil hase. 'I'herefore, the co,·e1· (Fig. 23 in my book ) 
should lwYe the Algier · Type RF'. 1 look in ) fr . Dupont 's hook let and it agree ·; 
it is his T_,·pr 1T I idcnti fi erl as "Alger. " 

~ow. I examiiH' the eo,·er. Fig. 24 of in.'- book, canceUcd on October 3, 
Hl4-l . ~\ l that time, thr '·Hichelieu · 'wa in Toulon. according to the records 
)ii·. Dupont sent me. But the RP on Pig. 2-! is still hi Tn)e III of ··Alger.'' 
Is this due to " l'rtarcl y temati(!uef" .\ lso. could one of )[r . Dupont' un
i<lC'ntifie<l foul' t,,·pe be Crom Toulon? 

.\ nothet· 111attcr i not as yet exvlaincd. In my book. I how a mtmber or 
co,·c1·s with both a French · 'Po ·te :-.:a,·ale · ' cancellation and another of the 
"C .. XaYy.· • For in tnncc, Figs. 15A and 15B, and Fig. 26 arc uch ex
amples. 1 fintl no cxplauation for the t;. S. NaY)' cancellation. 

But. in <luing this checking. T <lid come upo11 one interesting 1natLe1., 
thanks to :\Ir. Duµunt. Fig. 29 is a cu,·cr illustrnte<l in my lJook cancelled 
l·'ch1·uai·y 7. 1945 from the ' ·Richelieu·' with the tomb ·tone British censor 
111arking. The battl('slaip · log how that the " Richelieu., was in Oibra.Ltar 
l°l'Om .fonum·y 25, l 945 to Febl'unry 13, 1945. This most l ikC'l~· explain th i 
British cen 01· marking. 

<'hecking furl her on m.'' Fig. 29 co,·er , J got lo ·t. lt. wn m.'' Type -!. thP 
third most c·ummon one, or ~fr. Dupont" twidentificd 'l'n>e \II. llow was thP 
French sailo1·s' mail handled in Gibraltar? Was it . ent to Casablanca Y If so. 
according to nlr. Dupont 's findings t11e U .. should hM·e censored it. But 
fi'iu. 29 ho two RF''s, my types I an<l 4, or ~[1·. Dupont's T.\111" T of Casablunra 
a nd his 'l'~11e TII. uniden tified . 

Conclusion 

,;\ Ir . Henry Dupont of F'ranc has started something ·with hi~ hooklet. • ow 
shall, as hr sugge t ·, haYe to ·tu<ly man.'' ' ·HF" coYer to ee how theil' 

<·am·ellntions and t~· pcs tally with the 1·cco1·ds lte unco,·e1·ed in France. Ile is 
1·igltt whC'n he a id that the "delayed mail system " complicate. maltel's. But 
it explai11s the big time gap between two cancellation on many covers. 

'l'hr ll·oublC' uow is the .-\ tlanlie Ocean. In France, there are some in
l'o1·mative record ol' the F rench Navy dui-ing Work) Wat· II ior use on air 
moil tu America. Conse4uentl~·, most of the "RF'' co,·ei· remaiue<l here in 
collections. a the mail came here. Besides, it. takes time to translate from 
FrenC'h into English. In other words, it \Vould be much more pl'actical if :rtfr. 
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l>upont and I weL·e nearby, to work together. 
But at thi point, independently. }lr. Dupont and I must proeee1l with l'ur

ther researeh. He . hould 1·e-examine his identification of the Types, e pecially hi 
'l',,·pe \ .. 11. Ile ha to document hLq identification howing elearly, £or example, 
how 'l'nw Tl I is fro111 t lw A lg-iet'S narnl hase, while· '!')-pe n · i, from I he Bon«i> 
l•'. P . o. 

011 111r part, I lut ,·e to c·IH't'k rna11~· con•1'l'! tu st•e if tltl' Ft·t•nrh :\;l\'lll postal 
dil'N·tin•s do help in this idrntifica tion. There shou ld be a r ather general 
pat t<'t'll. } Ir. Dupont 1rntl I Hgt'C'<' that there will he exceptions, hecau. e not 
<'WI',\' mail clerk t>xa<:tlr followed the i1111truction . Therefor<', this may be cx
pla ined hr human <'rL·o1· . 

• \ s J said pre,· iouql~-. Ht La t. a dedicated l•'r<.'n<·h philateli11t did some i111 -
port1111t 1·esen1·ch on th<'Sl' ''RF " O\·erprints. Bien fail. mon ami, Monsi t>m· 
lI<'nri Dupont! (H . Jl. G.) 

Obituary 

Albert Philip Cohen 1910-1966 

('ol'l'e. pondinf{ ~ecr!'tary 11nd It memb<'r or tlw Board or Dfrertors of 
.\F.RO r1111.,,TEt.rsTl" sine<' 1961. as well ns the Pt·<' ident of the ~ew York Chapter 
fl'om 1962 until his death on F ehnrnry 22, 1966 dor not begin to com·ey a n 
arcm·nte iden of the innumerahll' s<'tTice. Alb<'l't Philip Coh11n hnd r ende1w l tn 
out· organizntion . 

. \lbett Philip C'ohen mi11 British born - in London on .\pril :30, 1910. 
li t> c·ame to the l'nitl'd f.Hat es i11 1922 and l'E' ide<l in ~ew Yo1·k Cih'. [lp wl.'n \ 
into husin<'SS herr. u11cl At the time or his lll'ath wa. the prrsident ot"thp Xntional 
<:11skt'I & W1111her ~lanufll<'luring ('o. 1nc. of i\ew York, ::-;, Y . 

fTis two ra,·oritc stump N>llec·tious hnd a British affilia tion. Ht' fomw<l a 
roller tion of the C-.K. 1911 Lonclon-Winclsor 'oronntion l•'light nnJ the Ind ia 
1911 .\ l111lrnbacl Fir t Official uir mail. The <.' were displn~·ecl nt the C'ollectors 
Club a11d al o the latter was exhibited in the recent international air po t ex
hibitions in Belgium, Ilollanu and W e t Berlin. It won a ih•eL' nm lal each 
·''<'lll'. 

IT<> just lik<>d to rollert nn~1.h ing and ewrythin~ - stamps, CO\'er., ra1·
toons, old book , maps. prints nnd picture . H is knowledge of hnke prnr<' 
\\' llS exc·eptionnl. [fo spoke so quietly: no one e'·er r e<'alls him rai. ing his YOirE' . 

• \F.llO r 11 11,A·n:1.1sT:.'! wus not the only stamp organization in "hich hl' wu. a 
11 1emhl'l' cind rendered ·e1Tice. lie wa an active member or llw 'ollector. 
'luh. J le was the mninsta,· in the formation or the American branrh of th<' 

f'indert>lla •' tamp 'lub. ..\·good part of its growth O\'Cr here wa, due to hitu . 
ll<' lik l'd the E sa~·-Proof and the .Tudaiea Hi torical . ocicty'. meetin~ here 
ut th<' 'ollectors <'lub . 

. \ ll <'mpting to descl'ibe hi11 work with young umlerpl'i\"'iJ11ged boys is like 
lt',\·ini:? tu pour 11 quart hottle into a cockta il gla . He, nlon~ with hi ";re, 
R ther, adopted thou ands of boys nil O\'('l' the world. The inten e int <'re. t he 
11howl•d in thi" as wt>ll 11s the time and money pent, i incredible. R e n!'Yer 
hraggrd nhont th is; in fnct, he eldom E'\'Cn mentioned it. 

'l'o \\Titr thnt .\ lhert Philip C:ohen "·ill h<' mi.sed is an 11nlle1. t11temr nt. 
Bt' idrs his wife, hi' is surd\•<'d b~- Ids 111otlwr, a brother, . ister 11ml a 0 11 h~· 
u previou maniagc. ( ll . .ll. 0.) 
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INTERNATIONAL AIRMAIL & 

AEROSPACE EXHIBITION 

HELO UNDER THE AUSPICES OF 

~ 
Co-Chainut>n : 

ll ENRY 'f. GOOO l\.T 0 : 
E"·1·u1h I' Director: 
ll ERBERT HO. E~ 

E \HL II. \\ ELL\L\N 

JUNE 10-12, 1966 
New Y orl City 

Full Details Available From: 

INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITIONS, Inc. 

17 East 45th Street - New York, N. Y. 10017 
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AEROPEX and the 

6th FI A CONGRESS 

June 7 through June 13 

tn New York 

9 Famous International Judges 

A panel or nine jutlg-E'S. five from 
1n-e1-s1•as 1llld four from thl' l"nite>cl 
·'ta tes. was an nou nc·C'll ll\· Jlt'rhert 
Ro en, Exe<'l1tiw Dire<·tor i·or .\ERO
PEX, to ht> ht>ld ft-om .Junt> 10-12 at tlw 
.Americana Hotel in Xt>w York <.:ity: 

l frrb(l'f J . Bloch ( New York, l' . .. . \.. ) : U1'ad of th1' ~' 1·i C'd l ~x1wrt l'u111-
mittre ; Chairman of Jndl£1.•· t'o1· "Curios11 ." TTullnnd l!-llH 11s Wl' ll a-> 
for •· Luposta. · · Germany 1962. 

Ilia Br<11111std11 (Bru eL, Belgium ): Presi<lent of the Hudete .\ 1'rophi
latt>que Beige: :\!ember of the F. I. . A. Presidium : r1•1·ipient of tht> 
Bohn :\lemorial Award 1966. 

ll111ry .ll . Ooodkind (:\ew York. r . ' .. \.) : :\[em ber of tlw Ex1w1·t l'om
rnitt ce of the Philatelic F'oundation: l'<'<'ipiPnt of th <' LiC'h t1•nsh•in 
)femoria l .\ w11rd 1963 and the Bohn ~lemorial .Award 1962; 8ig-ne1· 
of th <' Roll of DistinguLhed Phil11telh.ts: Editor nf tlw · · .\ el'O Philate-
list An1rnls"' and tlH' .. Collectors ' tub Philateli t. .. 

JI. R . l folm ls ( L~·mington. En~land ) : ln11nedialt• Past Prt•siden t of the 
Royal Philatelie , ociety, Lon<lon; fomw1· Curator of the British )[u
cum ; . igne1· of the Roll of Distinguish<'d Philall•lists: ~lc•mh1•1· or th <' 

Expel"t Committee of the Ro~·nl Philateli<.' • 'o<·iety. 
All'aro Bonilla La/'11 (Santiago, hile): Editor or "'C'hilt· F'il11tl'l i('() : ·· 

rec·ipie>nt or th<' Lirhtenst<>in :\l(•morial Awiml 1965. 
Stunlfy R. Rief (Ort'enwich, l'onn .. l ". s .. \ .): Pa-;t P1·1·sidt>11I of .\ <' ro 

Philatelists: 'l'1·1•HSUl'l'l' or the Philatelic I· 01111d11ti1111 . 
l /'11 • 'cci>ac·h(/' ( Rosl~·n , ):. L, {'. S .. \ . ) : Past Pr1•sid1·11t ur .\ 1•1·0 Philatt>

lists ; Authority on topica l nnd sports phil11tl'I.'" 
/11 /'llll/1111 l\'. Sit[ICI' {Lorch. lle1·11111n.'\" ): Publisht•I' or tli1• Si1•g-p1· t·at11 

logtws ; 11 uthority on Zeppt>lin nntl oth1•1· air 111ail. 
/,11sln 8/ti111 r {Bud11pest. lJungnry ) : )l c•111 lw1· of th!' l 11te1·11 11 1io111d .\ .. sm·i

ation or Philutdic Expt•l'h (.A TEP ) : (h•Jl('l'<ll Sl'Cl'1•ta1.,,· uf th!' ~H tionu l 
Pc1lerntion of Hungarian Philnt E'lists : )lp11tlwr or F. I. s .. \ . P1·""id iu111 

AEROPEX /\\edals 

The rlc•sign or the auractin• .\ F;ROPEX mc•dals !-.ll'lH'k i11 J(old. sih·c1· and 
bronz<', is illustrated alxl\"e. Tlw awards- wt•l'l' c·rN1tt><l h.'· the :\[edalliC' .\ rt-. 
Company, of • ew York, one or the leading crnftsnwn of the worl<l . 
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IF YOU HAVE ST AMPS TO SELL 
You should know what people have to say 

about H. E. HARRIS & CO. 

A retired dealer- collector from Miami, Florida says: 
"No dealer could have given me more, nor paid me so prom ptly.11 

Mr· R. E. RarrlB 
R E Harris & CO· 
B~~n, Ma.SB· 02ll7 Frederick A. Newm1n 

l)e8.r Mr• Ha.rrlB 1 

ve been liquidating my 
As yoo knOll, 1 ha the _,,t several years, 

b ld.1.ngB over ...- yment of 
phi~~;!,c ~t to ackn011l4_e :~~ portion 
~ 98<> oo coverins the l.aB umu}.ation of stam'P6· 
;p<:;v, iar' ge collection and ace 
~my re 

t 1 bave been lllO 
I vant yoo to lalOW ~:nsaction I have ever 

than pleased vi th everybeen a collector for more 
"""'' • HavinS -...+ of that had vi th J-- and a dealer for ~ - ins when 

than 50 yes.rs' it aav have special mean me more 
1m perhap6 J have given 

t e, that NO dealer coold hs.ve alva;'S done. 
I say promPtlY as yOJ. 
nor -paid me so to 

cannot say more than 
In appreciation, I of my heart· SbOJ.ld 

thank yoo rrom tbe bOttotn as a reference' 
"""'' ever vi.sh to use my name 
J-- .._.. to do so. 
please feel u ~-

FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION 
To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buyln& 
- at generous prices - collections and accumulatloiu made by 
stamp collectors provided lhey are wonh $100 or more . . .. Our 
fr~ appraisals, &ood prices, and prompt payments - with no 
hag&llng or delays - have made us Innumerable friends amone 
collectors wilh stamps 10 sell ... . Send only 2Sc for lhis booklet 
or valuable information, " Ir You Have Stamps 10 Sell," and read 
ii ror your own protection before dlsposln& of your collection. 

H. E. HARRIS & CO. BOSTON, MASS. 02117 
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Sensational Attraction 

'L'he most sensational t'xhihil. a111l 
ont> whith will br the <'entt>t' of attrac
tion or tlw l'ol'tlwomin!? l nh'l'll<ltional 
.\ i1· Mail and APl'OS]Hl('l' Exhibition . 
. \ EHOPKX. lwin~ lwld at the AnH'ri 
t·111111 llott>l f1·0111 .Ju111• 10-1:2, will be a 

singlt• fralll(' dc•dic·atrd to the l'amo11s 
:2~c i11Yl'l'tl•d <:entet· 191 ' air 111ail stamp 
of tlw l"nited 'tatcs. 

A.I I 111 .~I 1 iuhl cu pits - on lonn 

D 
from difi°l' l'ent <·ollrctor ·- will be on 
display. in addition lo tlw 011ly r xh;ting 
dit• proof slH'C't of the Post Offict> De
partnwnt of \Ya ·hington. D. '. Thi. 
luth·1· displ11y will ulso l'C'11tu1·c tht> othC't' 
t wu 19 1 !'\ u i 1· ma i I st 11 m ps, as '''<'ll as 
Sl'paratl' pruul's of t lw :2~C' stamp show-
ing- tlw f1·a n11• mul the planl' separatC'ly 
( s1•1• i 11 ust rat io11 ) . 

'l'aki ng into <·nnsidt>J'H tion tlw l'Mt 
that this stamp has sold nt rr rrnt a11c·
t ions l'o1· lwt Wt'<'n $ l:l,000 and $I.' ,000, 

an1l nlsn tha t this die J>l'Ool' is tlw onl.'· Oil<' in !'Xi lenrC'. tlw \'alu<' or this 11 11 11sut1l 
nnr l'rnmr is s<'t al arnund $2:10.000. 

()j" l'Olll'SI', this lllli!)lll' disp)a," Of the :2+-('('llt ail' lllail ill\'('l'l will be S)W('i1dly 
g11a1·dpd 111 AE HOP l•:X. B11t in an.'· l'HSl', si1H·1• Jfr11r.'· ) I. Cloodkirnl, tlw out 
standing authority on this SJW<'ifir it1'111, has l'rgistPn·d l'll<'h ropy h,,- ph1t i n~ 
till' 1·0111pll'll' silt'\'! or 100. e;wh .·talllp 1·1111 110\\' lw l'l'ltd il ,\· l'rc·og:nizrd wht'llC'\'l'I' 
it 1·01111·s on t lw ninrket. 

'!' he st<JI',\' or this llllil(lll' SIHlll]l is OIW that (' H'l',\• roll<'C'IOI' dreams 11ho\I\, 
hut sPldo111 l't'alilws ms HI! ac·tua lity. On 'I'tt!'sda,,-, ~l !I ,\' J~. HJl , . ii W11shinbrt1m, 
JU '. st11111p l'ollPc·toL' 111adt• a 1·outinr 
visit to his l1wal post offit1• lo putc·haHt' 
SOllll' or l IJp Jl('\\' :2-lt- ai I' llHI i] SlalllpS 
10 lw usrd on the fi1·st .:\ew Yol'k-PhilH-
1h•lphia- \Yashington uir mail rnut<>. Il l' 
was told that uni.'· a l'l.'w or thesr stamp 
\\'Pl'l' on hand. Examination hy thC' 
l'!1l11•t·to1· 1·1•\'l'lllt'd that thl'Sl' stamps on 
hand \\'('I'(' JlOO l'I,\' ('('llil'l'Ptl. 

Si1w1• tlw post al 1·le rk told hi111 that 
;idditiomil sta111ps w1•1·1· l'XJH'l'lt•d li11i·r 
in lh1· da,\·, nt 1100 11 , th !' 1·ollc•1·t o1· dP-
1· id1•d w 1·C'i111·11 . Wh<'11 lw did . nrnl 
0111·1• ;q.~ain asked ro1· till' Ill'\\" :l~<: nir 
111nil. tht• 1·lerk, totally 111111\\'lll'l' or li lt' 
histo1·ic· p1·i11tin~ t' ITlll', 1·11s1111ll,\· handC'1l 
him n fidl sh11 I - of i111·uls! 'l'hc 
c·ollC'('IOI' a h no. t fnint<'d, but somehow 
m11 1111~1·1l to par tlw . ·2~ 1•osl nncl to ask 
<'IP1·k l'o1· ntldi tional slw<·l ·. 

_\ n 1•xa111inntion of all the 24c 
slw1·ts nl this post offi <.:l'. a nd a snb ·c-
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qt•nl fru11ti1· s1•ureh of all tht> poi:;I ulli1·1• l11·andws in \\'a hin~on. D.L' .. us well 
u~ iill in :'\t>w York and Philadelphia, failed to turn up an~· additional sheets 
\\ ith im·t'1·ted {'t'llh' l'.'. ln le. than a \\'1•1•k. th<' 1•omplete shet>t was solrl 1'01· 
. · t :).000 to C'ol. I ~. JI. H. Green. 

First Letter Recovered From Outer Space 

'l'h1• first 11111il l'l'{'IJ\'1•1·ed from Oul1·1· Sp11t1• is a ll'tll'I' l'IH'los1•d in a t'11ps1il1• 
011 hoard l>iseon•rer X \' J I thut wus suc·cc•:sfulh· l11ur11·lwd hv \ht> l'nikd . 'toil's 
.\i 1· f.'01 ·1·1• al 12 :H P. :\l. PTS on .:\on•mbPI' l:l, i B60. This i~ <1dd1·pss1•d to Pt·t>si
dl'nt Owi~d1t D . Eisenhower at 'rht' White Hous , \\' ashingto11. D.( ' .. from Post -
11 111sl1·r C:t-1wr11I ..\rthu1· 1'~ . .'urnntl'l'fif'ld . Lt slutt>s in part : 

" It is 11 1·ar<• p1·id lc~e to send to ~·ou. with 111,\· c·omplimt>nls, th is fir ·t .\ ir 
:\l11il l1•tlpr l'ro111 Ouh•1·. 'pa1·1•. This lrlll'l' wa pli1<·1•d in th,,. nmw of a l>is<'o,·crcr 
S11t1•llit1• ''hic·h w11s tl'igir1•1·1·d o\·1·1· . \ lnska 1111111·pc·u\'t•red arte1· it had <'il'C' lecl thf' 
1•11 1·th in orhit sHrnteen limes al a hright of four hund1·e<l miles.·· 

'l'lw initial plun was to rN·m·l'r the capsu le on tlw Sl'Y<'nteenth pa aroun<l 
the• wol'lcl. .\ rter th1• thil·teenth pa • . howe,·e1·, due to the excellent prrl'orman1·1• 
of tlw \'<'hic·I('. 11 d('(·hiion wus mncle to t•x tl•nd tlw dm·ation of tht> tPst. Therefore. 
on tlw thirt.\'-first pas.~. after tnl\·eling approxim11tt'ly one million miles. the r11p
"11lt• f1·0111 "Dis<'o,·erc·r • ·yn ·· wns rele11s('d from th1~ orhiting satellite at 2 :30 
P.:\I. P.''I'. 

Thr existen<·(' of this first mail re<:o,·rrNl f1·0111 Outr r • pace has been un
known until now. Prt'sident Dwight n. "Ei.t>nhower has graciouslr con ented
t h rough t ht• t·ooperation of )[r. lt·,dn Hriman, the w('ll-kno\rn :\ew York 'it~· 
stamp uurtio11\'er - to di ·play this pl'iz('<l lt'tter for the fit t time at the forth 
Mming' .\ EROPE X Exhibition. l illn t1·a1e<l on the bottom of page 99.) 
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MEETING NOTICES 
Chapter No. 1 - New York, N. Y. 

Meets second Thursday each month at 8:00 P . M. in the 
Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St., New York, N. Y . 

Chapter No. 5 - Philadelphia, Pa. 

Meets third Thursday 
Liberty Federal Savings 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

each month at 8:00 P. M. in the 
& Loan Assn., 202 North Broad 

No meetings are he ld during July or August 

Me mbers, friends, guests, a nd all interested collecto rs 
are cordially welcome 
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Book and Catalogue Review 
(The first two reviews are reprfoted by permlHlon from the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILA· 

TELIST, bl-monthly magazine of the Colleet oro Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y . 10016.) 

1'11ilul • 'In/<.~ . 1'/11 5r Brnro11 Air Jlail. lnmp of 192 by Ilenry ~L Goodkind. 
ti2 pa~cs, !Ill ilh1st1·11tion'>. t'o l lt'C'tu1~ ( 'Juh Ifan<lbook Numht>t' 19, pnbli hed 
u11der thP ausp i<•1•s or the ThC'odorr E. S11•i11war )l ('lllOrial Publication Fund 
( J!l6:J ) . The ('ollC'<'tors Clnh, 22 Eo. t !3'.lth , t1°t><'I, New York. ~- Y. 10016. 
Pric•p ."2.00. 

'I'hi. is nn int1·r1·st ing exposit ion into thp history, manu[arhu·p and use of 
1111 irwx1w11sin• air mail stamp. IL illu'itrntl's the principle that a common stamp 
ran 111Pl'it tltl• ntt1•11tion of serious philalt•li1· ill\·estigalion an<l that much profit 
rnn hP gninrd from it. The l'aet tlrnt thi wa a two color . tamp done with 
thr old printing m<'th0<l - a two S<'JUtralC' rtat-bed operation - crYed to invite 
1•ndlc.· variation_ in iL manufacture. A perf Pct example of this tamp is 
difficult to find. 

)fr. C:oodkind <'nunwrated the plate. u. <'tl. Al o he tabulatP. thP engravers, 
idcro1n·pahC'1'S and platcmaker. c-nj!aj?('(l in it production. 

01' pnrticu]ar interest is tlH' section Oil plate ancl their Yarieties. Illus
tratC'd arr worn plntt's, rC'cut., c1·a tche · nnd the amazing " Blue )[oon," "Open 
Door.·· 11n1l '' W orn 1'owrr' ' varieties. Plsite flaws p1·odueru comic "plane drop
ping n bomh," onc- in blue, the other in reu. ~othing i mi, rd; there is a 
plane • · hootinl? a rocket." a plate Yaricty. 

Poor l·egistration anu hift give u. the plane flying in all imaginable direc-

~JUllllllllllOllllllllllllOllllllllllllOllllllllllllOllllllllllllOllllllllllllllllllllllllllOllllllllllllUllllllllllllOlllllJIJllllOlllllJllllllOlllllJllllUOllllJIUllllOllllllllllllt'> 
E 5 
~ ! = At Public Auction - JUNE 7th and 8th a 

I A Sale of Selected Lots NEWFOUNDLAND I i of Worldwide ~ ~'P' ~ ~ I 
~ Rare and Valuable i 
I AIRPOST i a § 
~ a 
~ Stamp and Cover ~ 
c a 
~ ~ 
~ Almosr every lot is illustrated ~ 
c Deluxe Caralog o n Requesr a 
~ (U\ t:rSt!t\~ b) olr SI 001 a 
I I 
~ c = = 
~ IRWIN HEIMAN i 
I INC. I 
~ 2 WEST 46th STREET £ NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036 ~ 
!lllllllllllllCllllllUllUOllllllllJIJIOllllllllllllUllllllJIJlllOllllllllllllOllllllllllllOJlllllllllllUlllllllllll lOllllllllllllOllllllllllllOJlllllllJlllDllllllJlllJIOllllllllllllt! 
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tlons. P oor <'P11trring in this tamp remind us of the late teph en G. Rich, 
who lrnd a collrction of badl~· centered tamp . Re would have prized the 
BPM011 air mail for thi.. They are awful. 

Thr thoroughne. or ) Ir . Goodkind · r e earch i illn trated b~· mentioning 
thr rxtPnt or his inquiri <>. . Proofs, !' says and a wide Yarir ly of covers are 
shuw11 toitl'llw1· with those illu. trating- multiple rat es, special flights, and use 
wit It fo1·l'ig11 stamps. .\ c·omp1·eh!'nsi''!' l"lrnplt•r 011 canr<>llations und prrcaneels 
i~ most ill11111inuting. 

J l 1·. Goo<lkint.l talcs: ·'ThC're was one primary objec-t in '"riling this 
arti<·I<'. It was to dt•rnoustrate what could be tlone with a specialized collection 
or a 'linl?'le stnmp. and a relatively common 011<', at that.'' 

.. It is IH•li<>w<l, howe\'<'l', that all o r the more important a. perts or thi one 
nir n111il sta111p lul\·c been covered.'' 

Wt' agn•r with this stat<>ment. ( A.lbcrt Philip Cohen) 

'l'lu .V11tirnwl Arrun<rnlical Collrctio11s. T en th Edition, 1965 by Paul E. Garber. 
152 pugr . Profusely illuslrate<l " ·ith 16-page Index. Paper cover. Published 
by Tlw . mithsonian lnstitutio11, W a hington, D.C. Price $2.00. 

This i. a fine, <lctailed description of our National .Air :\Iuseum in The 
Smithsonia n Institution. It author is the museum' Ilead Curator and His
torian. 

~\ ft<'r a short fon'word about the history of the museum, this book com-
111 <'n!·('s with bri<'f ref<'rence to man '<> fit t attempt to fly back in ancient times. 
I t proc·<>t.>ds with a "'Ood dige. t of the hi tory of aeronautics and accompanied by 
man.\· illustra tions or flying machin<>s, lhC' ir inYentor an<l pilot. 'l'he illustra
tions arr thr best part of thi book . 

• \ s un n<'ro-philntelist of many yea1~. thi r e,·iewer ha read a number of 
hooks 011 M1·011autiC's to g-ain a goou hi torical background about the air pot 
:-1t11mps h(• <·ollt•cts. This l 965 hook is not as comprehensi,·e nor as detailed as 
sonw or tlw othc1 . .\'eY<>rth <>le s, e,·en with its horter pa saae, it i. still com
pr<•hpm;iH! and accnral<'. 

Also, onl' nrn t r<'alize tlrnl incc thi is the history of our National Air 
)fos<•um, most of tht> l <'xl is dc,·oted to .\merican aviation with fewer or some
t inws no refr1·<>nC'es to foreif?'n achie,·emen . F or in lance, in d cribing T. C. 
Lowe's military balloon obs<>n·ations during the Chil 'Ya.r, no mention is made 
or I hP JH'<'S<'ll<'t' or a ~·oung aeronaul sent here by Pru ia to study Lowe's bal
loon flig-ht.. 'l'hi!i w11s C'ount l•'eruinaud ,·on Zeppelin, who later built and fiew 
hi<> a irships 1111sl'tl upon muc·h he ha<l !W<'ll a nd lea rned in the United tates. 

'!'his omission is underst11mlable, brca usr in our ~ational Air i\[useum, one 
looks 1'01· SOllW lllPlllOl'll bilia r1·0111 Professor T. c. lJOW(', which were well de . 
crilwd. But Zt•ppl'Jin ·s 1·Pli(•s logi<'nlly should be in a German museum and, 
tht•1•t•fo1·e. 011tsidr of tht' (•ope or this book. '!'here are, however , many factual , 
although shurt, 1·cfere11<·es to 11 numb<'•· or foreig11 aC'ronaut and th!'ir machines 
su<·h us the Brazilian, . a m os-Dnmont : lh<' <: erman, Otto LiliC'nthal and the 
F1·pnrh. Blcriot. 

'l'hcn· is one in<'on '<'qucntial slip in this book. Thi. r Yiewer noticed it, 
heNtu. c• for .'·<'m'S he has puzzlNl O\•er the correct pelling of air mail. H e has 
'!ee11 it '!]w l t as on<' wor<l ( (/frmnil). hyphenated ( nir-mail), or a two words 
(11ir mail). our prefercn<'E', lwNtuse this is the . p elling on out· . lamp . On page 
!'i-l. on<' finds both "ail· mail " 1111cl "11ir-mail.'' Thi is not thr first time that 
this inconsist <'n<·y was oh el'\'e<l i " 'l'hr ~cw Tork Timr!'I" and " Life " magazine 
did thr sumC' a few years ago. 

111:? .4 pril, 196ti 



'f'hu book is re<·ommrnded to nn,,· t·ollector intert'. l<'d in aero-philately for 
lwlpf11l hiidoric·al h11rkgroun1l matrri111. Th<' hundrC'd. oi' illu. trationi:; alone 
mukc this 11 hook well worth 11adng. ft is an cxcellc11t . ubstitute for a vi il 
to thr mus1·u111 in \\'m•hinfrton, D.('. b'rom per 011111 rxpc1·i<'llCE', this reviewer 
SJH' llt a half-d11r thcr<' 11 fC'w ~·cn1·. ngo: n(lC'l· reading thi book, h<' realiz how 
rnurh lie mis.'ll'll. It is ho1wd to make unothrr Yi it to the ~utional . \ ir 1\fnseum 
soon along- with thi. hook as a hnnd~· guide. ( II. Jl . G.) 

7'/i Lo11cly • Nt tf- thr ; 'ky. 'l'hr .l11fol1iourophu n[ Fm11cis r'hichc.~lri-. P11h 
lished b,,- ( 'ow1ml- ~l r~ l 111111 lnr. 3:J2 pagC'-;, ill11strnted. PriN· $6.95. 

\\Te shnll nlwnn1 hC' indehtcd to ('omn11111dcr, 'ir ' Vult r \\rindham H.N. for 
ha,·ing writt C'n his." \\"a\'(' . Wl1<>els, Wings." (Hutchin on, Tiondon ). Jn his 
book this air pionet>r ga,·r 11s a ffrsthnnd Ut'C'ount of hi. acth•ities in organizing 
the hi torr-making ... Allahabad-::\aini flight. .. and the " C'oronation flight " 
both in 1911. 

:Now, Frntwis C'hiehestN allows w. to shat·c with him au the excitement 
and suspmsP of his nu111~- adnnt11rrs, C'sp,•<'iall.'· th<' rxploits and prrils of his 
pioneer fli~l1ts. }Ir. ('hi<:hC'strr is rr11wmhe1·rrl he ·t philnt<>licullr For his flight 
in ,June, 1931. from ~ew Zealand to Australia across th<' trcaeht'rous 'I'nsn111n 
. 'ea: also his d11n!!1•ro11s lun{!-dishmc·l' solo flig-ht from Austrnlia to .Jllpnn in 
.fulr. 19!31 is known to flight <'<Wl'l' . pC'eiali ·t . Large]_,. sl'lf-taught. lie flew 
al.o ft-0111 Engfand to Australia. Ill' improd l'<l na,·igation aid.<: and rehuilt 
his tiny plant' when disa. ter hit. 

WE WILL PAY FULL CATALOG 

FOR YOUR "SPAI 
,, 

Xa1urally. 1101 ior C\ Cry -.inlfk ~ la111fl. hut hl•lil' H' it ur 11ot, there 
an· quite a ft'\\ ! 

W e are especially inter ested in : U.S. Constitution (585c, d ) 
Defense of Madrid ( CB<>b. c, d , B l06a, c) 

;ind will pay F LL SCOTT, 19611 for a \' t'r~· fine copy 

Plea~e offer or mail us o ther !->pam•h ~hee l ~ . he lter ~mgles or ~els. 

co\'er , cOllt'cllon,, whole~ale lot . etc (al o unli'1t'O proo f,, error~. etc.) 

Immediate ra'h \'our s tamps \dll he hel!I intac t puuhng acccptam:e. 
:\o apprai•al charf{c. Returned in , urcd al our cxpcri-c 

Yes, we are also interes ted in other countries, at top prices. 

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc. 
P. 0 . Box 448 Monroe, N . Y. 109.50 



Ln 1960. turning lo the s<'a, he follow<'<l the pirit o( Capt. .Joshua Slocum 
h~· sail ing tht• .Hli1ntir alonC'. .\ ftcr being named " Yacht man of the Year," 
he raced his own lime aero. the Atlantic t educing his own 1w •,·iou record by 
<'Yen clays. • \ gain in 196-!. he raced alone acros the .. Big Pond." 

l ll' mig-1·ated fro111 Englund to :\cw Zealand , where he workcJ as a gold 
p1·0 ·pectoL'. t'arnwr. ('(Jal 111i11c1· and ama teul' boxer. Te ·en ·<'d with thP R.\ l•' 
as a na\'igation cxpe1·t during the last World ' Var. 

)fost colle<'lors' knowlcdgl' of theil' acro-ph ilalelit• l'o,·ers i lcrile and 
harl'en, 1'<' lrictC'<l to the impersonal listing found in catalogue . In this book, 
we feel the Yitai human quali ty of trial anJ error, and eventually of achie•<'· 
ment. a well as thr stri,·ing that makes possible the accomplishment of find
ing and tn1n•1-sinir nt'w horizons. This hook is recon1mended to all. admi1·ing
the inclet'atigahlt• and indomitable will of a man who has assailed the elrments 
and won . ( Allnrl Philip Cohen ) 

• 'cllwc iz1 risrlll r Luftpos l-Kalalng. 1965 1difio11 . Edited and puhlishP<l by the 
, 'd1wciz Ael'o-PhilatC'li!>tcm·ert'in. Zurich .. 'witzel'land. 225 pag " lllu lrat<'<l. 

1c•n11an tC'xt. P11pc·r co,·er. rina binder . 

Our mt•mber. Roland Kohl. 'ent us a <·op~· of this late·t . 'wi: ai 1· mail 
c·atnlogu<•. 11 is <:lr111'!~· printed and neatl~· thumh-indrxrd in to fifteen <lifferent 
c·nteg-ol'ies. 'l'hcsP are: 

I . Indt•x 2. Fi1-st flights 3. First dirN·t l'Xpre.·s and night fli~ltts :J. For
t•ign soeit•lirs' til'st flights :>. :-i\\ iss soc•il't~· ·s first flights 6. Fi1·st .J t•I flights 
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AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS 
Volumes 9, 10, 11 Bound 

(The Green Book) 

Price $15 

:'.'\till " ' ui luhlt· 

Blue Book Vols. 1-2 
Red Book Vols. 3.5 
Brown Book Vols. 6-8 
Black Book Complete 8 Vols. 

AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS 

( lrtl1•r onrl n·111i t to : 

AERO PHILATELISTS 
22 East 35 Street 

New York. N. Y. 10016 

$10 

$15 

$ 15 

$35 
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7 .. 'pcci11l se111i-offh·i11ls an<l trial flight . Crush co,·e1'S 9. Zeppelin flight~ 
10. Pioneer and regul:1r flights uml postmarks IL Yignctte· and labels 12. C'an
<:ellation 13. Official foreign cancellations 1~ . • 'upplementary cancellation. 
111111 13. Ilistol"ical ·ection. 

It i written in Uel"man, but is not <lifficult to follow <luc lo ,·en· clear 
illu·tration · an1l orderly li tings. For a thorough lmowledge of w1 air mail, 
this catalogue i highly recommendc<l. ( R. H. Sltrady JI.D.) 

'l'h c Postal Jlarkings of pain. Billig's lianclbook on Po. tmarks, Yohuuc 13 
by Theo. ,.an Dam. H pagf's, :W.J: illust1·11tions 1111<l 6 map . Paper cover. 
Publi ·hcd by Fritz B illig, 16. -39 Highland _\ \'C'nur, Jamaica, X.Y. 11432. 
Price $4.00. 

)lr. Theo. Van Dam of Xew York is n young man, who ha imprc· ed the 
)letropolitan philatelic circles with his enthusinsm and knowledge of Spanish 
st11mps. Ile is (•ommencing to record this. It is fortunate bee.au c practically 
nothing about 'puin ha. bC'en wTitten in English, t'spcciall~· after the early 
Classic issue ' . l"p to now. if one wanted some information about. pain. he 
had to t·o1vtut philatelic literature written in pani h. If you cannot read 
this language, this it not easy, H ' this rc,·iewcr ean aile t. 

Tn this 7~pagc book on the po ·tal markings of pain, slightly more than 
two are gh'cn to nir mail. But this is not n fault. pain has used the . amc 
Hir nrnil eancellnt ion inre he introduc<'d h<>r fit ·t air po·t tamp in 1920. 
There has li<'cn no great ,·ariation, antl few changrs in the .. correo acreo., 
t"a11cellation . 

VATICAN CITY COVERS 
Bol11Hi's Prices in I I 

#14 Provllllona1 on First Cit. COV('r 
47-64 Catholic Preu 
66-60 on reg letter Arch. Cong. 
61 -67 0 . to Prance Interregnum 
72-76 Med&lllons 
1%2-131, E11 · 12 BuUlcas-Exp. 
132-189 Holy Year 
140-U - PaJaUne Guard 
143- 44 - Dogma of AsllumpUon 
145- 48 - Pope Plus X 
149-53 Calchedon 
165 - Roman States 
155A - Rom&n State.I souvenir sh~t 
156-67 Marl& OoretU _ 
158-68, El!-14 Popes &t Bulllcas - Exp. 
239 -42 - Bnuaela Fa.Ir 
24U - Bru11Bel11 Fair souvenir sheet 
C9·15 2nd Alr"mo.IJ 
C16-17 - Tobias 
C18·19 Pl' 
c20.21 regl11tered with cachet 
C22·23 - Dome I 
C24-32 - Angela 
C33-34 Dome II (high values) 
C45-46 Arch&ngel (high va.luea) 
C45-46 Archangel with de.signer autograph 

(120.00) 

t
66.00) 
20.00) 
12.00) 

( 70.00) 

l
90 00) 
80.00~ 76.00 

(175.0 
(160.00) 
(27 .00) 
(90.00) 
(27.00) 

~30 .00~ 
25.00 
20.00 

(40.00) 
(1000.00) 

( 100.00) 
(400.00) 
(160.00) 
(32.00) 
(50.00) 

BLACK STAMP CO. 

60.00 
96.00 
60.00 
H.00 
10.00 

P.O. R . 
60.00 
46.00 
40.00 
90.00 
90.00 
20.00 
60.00 
17.60 
25.00 
18.00 
22.60 
35.flO 

P . O. R. 
P. 0 R. 
P.O. R . 
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30 00 
35.00 
26.00 
45.00 
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l"oul't<'en diffet·C'nl ai 1· n1ail ma1·kings ;11·e clescl'ibC'd. whilf' ninf' al'c illu . 
t1·;itr11. .\ I this book's C' nd. H short l'C'fN·<•ncr is 111acle to thr !ip<·<·ial 1·011111tl'll10l'a
tin• t·a111·Pll11t ions usl'd nn is.-;nf's like lhr Hrd '1·osi, (io~·a 1rnd ('olumhns i11 tht• 
l!l20's a11d l 930's. 

I n his bihloirraphy at tlw 1•nrl, I notic·r that ~I r. \';in Dam did not 11wntio11 
\"ol. I . :\1111il1<·r I ol' thr ,u:1m Pllll .. \TEl.l~T A:-:X\L!';. I n th(' first n11111ht•1· or 
this 111111.rnr.irw. I \\'l'utc> ahunt thC'sC' spr1·ial Mmmcmornti\'f• r;lll('l'llations 11s!'d 
Oil ai1· lllHil. ' [' (ip i11fc11·111atio1t \\' Ill-: hasrd Oil tha t 1't11·11ishf'd llU' hy tlH' \\ t• l1 -
k110Wl1 • 'p1111ish philatC'list , thr lntr ?l lanurl Gahez ol' ) larll'id . 

0111• of !hi' 1t1Hin JHll'(lUSl'S flf Ill,\' HJ:rn arlfriC' \\'Hl-: lo (·all alle11lic111 lo l/11 
wid1s111·r"d 11ml'ffr1 of s1 fli11g .'11J1111i.~ li oir 11111i/ .~lamps with to1111/1 rf1 if r11111·r/111 
l io11s. lj'o1· rxa111plt', tl11• 1930 (loyn is..;11e is . (·111·<·1> pm;tally 11st•d; tltP st11111ps 
Oil llmn1 ('()\'(' I'S a I'(' l'U l'I'. Tlw1·e1'01·l·. 1'1·11 uclulrnt ca nc·rlla lions ar<· plPnt i rut. 

Sur111· rwtl's about tlwiw 1·011nil'rt'rit cnnccll11tions in this hook would l111\ I' 
111•<>11 11srftt1. But this 0111i. sion, althouf?h l'C'f?l'ettable. doc-snot affect th!' oyc1·11ll 
worth or Mr. Yu n Dmn 's book. rt is a fine rrferenrP work and should 111'0\IS(' 
iuterC'sl lwr;1use of lhl'.' gr·o,,·ing populal'it~· of pani h philatel.'" ( Tl . .11. G.) 

Lfock1 I )Jail 'alalog1tt. 8econd 'upplement. to Billig' 'atalo1-111P. \ ·ulurnr 1' 
h~· lk ::\lax Kl'on. tc-in. Publishc-d b.'' Ft·itz Billig. Jamaica. X. Y .• 'al<'s .\ ~e11t 
J l.H JR C'o., P.O. Box 23(i , ?i l iami Bea •h, Fla. 33140. Price . ·3 .. '50. 

Fritz Billig tell nw lhal this marks Iii finale a a philalC'lie book pub
lisher. )I an~· will joiu nic in regretting this, because for more than twenty
fin• y1•a1 )fr. Billig ha · brought out ·omc tine reference wol'k. .\ mo ·t 
know, h is a lamp <lealcr. Beside , lo publish literature how. an extra 
dc-,·otion to philately. J~speciall~· commeu<lable 'dth most Billig books i that 
tht•y sC'lclom \WI'(' 011 w ry popula1· nbjects. Thus. the profit moth·C' was not 
what tompell('d -'Ii'- Billig tu publish hi literallll'e. 

Rocket. mail. when I first collected, wa not even co11 i<lere<l a · · ' in<lerella .. 
of acro-philntrly. it w11s pr11ctically a joke. Becau I.' all the rneket (ljght were 
p1·i,·ate> C'xpC'riin<'nl.. an.r 11dh(' i\·('s issupd nnd usc-d never got into 11 st1111cl11rd 
1·atnlog111•. Bring p1·i,·atl' la lwls, I ol'tPn h1>a1·d th1>111 rrfrnwl to 11<, ·' r:wkrt-; '' 
ni1 lwr than .. ro<'k<'ls. " 

Rut thanks to thP space night and lhe a lronaul , rocket mail no\\ " ·st1lllf' ... 

thP samP st;1t11s thut tlw C.. '. Lor.al • tamp. ha Ye in C .•. philatcl~ . Not heing 
gowrnment mail nor official stump . . n<> one can find out about rockPI mail 
and stamps i11 tl11' (';ilnlog-1111s. Con C'IJllently, thi book is lls<>ful hpc;i11se it 
fills a gap. 

('ailing it a ··t·at11logur, " howrn•r. is a misnomer: therr art> 110 pric·Ps. 
' l'his is too Imel. ht•t«IUSl' I would lrn,·r l ikP<l tn haYe had so11u• indil'atio11 of thr 
p1·csc111 111111·kC't 011 thi' 1·o·ket 111aterial. 

Thrl'C is anotlwr <·t·iti<·ism. 'l'liC' F.ngl i h i. <iuitc iiwolYcd ; il doc not 
nrnkr rm· t>a r rNtding and cLNn· und<.'rstanding. lL i u11(01·tunate that ome 
hPlpful c<lit ing lrnd 11ot b<' t'll clone. TlH'SC', howe,·m-. arc lesser· fault.. The 
important matlf't· with this uookl<•I i. tlrn t it supplir originnl i11fom1u1ion , not 
to be fonn<l i11 any olhC'l' Engli h-language work.. ( H . Jl . G.) 
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U ITED TATE 
The pecial Delivery Marking 

On 191 Air Mail Covers 

By WILLIAM H. MILLER, Jr. 

' l'hio.; al'ti1·l1· io.; \\ ritll·n ws all 11t\!•111pl to 1·01·1·t•l'I 1·rr·tn i11 misconrC'pl ion. 
:r1·i ... i11g r1·0111 a la1·k or 11r111t·1·st l1111li111! or ti ll' S)ll't'i11I del i,·c1·~· 111a1·ki11::rs on 
l 'ni tPd Stall•s a ir· 11111il 1·m·1·1·s d111·i11g the• Hll 1wriod. \ \ 'l' n •adil.'· ad111it that, 
\\ 11!'1\ w1• fi1-,,1 h1•1·u1111• i11\l>1·l'slc•d i11 thrs1· 11 i1· 11111 il 1·m·p1·s. 0111· own laek of 
krrowlrdgl' ol' th1•s1• 111a1·k i11!{S lt•d to 1•1·1·0111•011s 1·01wlusions. That othr1·s hn\'I' 
sha l'C'< I t 111• s:r 1111· 1•x 1w1·i1•111·1• is irrd i<·a ll•d h~· t 111· 111·1·asio11 11 I a Jl(H'll r'i11rc·P of Ill ist n kPs 
11ho11t S(ll'l'ial 1h·lin·r.,,· 111a1·ld11~)o, i11 \;tt·io11s othl't' phil11t1•lh· p11hl ic;1tions. 

T l11• firo.;l l"11ikd Slall•s ai r· 111ail sta111p (S1·11tl :\11. ('!l, Sarrabriu Xo. 1) 
"as j..,..,111•d 1111 ;\I ay 1:3, I !111', to pa~· t ht• ~4·1·1·11 t 1w1· Ollllt'<' ra k c•sta!JI ished for 
111ail 1·a1Ti1•d hy ai1·pli11H1 Tlw fi1.,_t fl ights 011 this 111'\\ air· mail o.;1•1·,·il·1• look 
pla1·1• 011 ;\l a~ l:i, l!l l . lwl\\l'l'll \\'ashi111-rto11, l> .l' .. Philad1•lphia and :\1•\\ Yo1·k. 
Eff1•1·tin• .J uh· l :i. l!l l . tlw l'illl' " "" 1·1•du1•1•d tu lli <·l'nts: thr s1' rond l'11it1'd 
St all·.., ai1· rn;;il ... ta111p (Sl'lltl :'\u. ('~. Sar111hri11 :\11. ~ l """ j..,,..,tll'd to eonfor111 lo 
th1• 111•w l'illl'. '1'1 11• 16 c1•11t rail' was i11 1•ffc•c·1 until D1•c·1•111h1·1· l :i. l!)l ,. \\hen 
i \ Wlh l'l'I htN•d lo (i ('1'11 l . 

-lti tJ .. · \l . 1S# · 
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Cove r showing the special record number in the upper left corner. The insert in the lowe r left 
corner is of the badstamp of the receiving office. Fhoh by Boulrello 
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lnclnd<'<l in both th<' ~+-cent nn<l 16-('(' nl ral<'s. as <'SlU hl ish<'d h~- ( 'onll'l'C. s 
and the snh. <'qn<'nl orders of th<' Po. tmastrr C:en<'ral. was a 10-l'<'nt rN· to lw 
applil•d for spl•cial dclin1',\. s<'1Ti(·<'. \Yith thl' ach<'nl or lhl' 6-C'<'nt nitr, s1wcial 
drlin•rr setTi<•c was no long'l' l' 11c·<·o1·11i•d to mnil c·;i1Ticd h~· airplnnt>. Thus, it 
was only du1·i11g- the sewn-month 1wl'iml t'ro111 ~l a,\· 1:1, Hll ' tu l>l·<·c111lwr 1:1. 
HllH. that all ui1· muil also inC'lud<'d s1wc•ial 1Min•1'.\" mail. l•'rn111 this resultC'd 
till' nirious s1wdal markin~. tht• suh.it'c·t or thi ;11·tid1•. 

B1•fore op1·11i11~ thi!l dis1·us..,iun, it mi~ht lw intc1·p:.ti11g- fo1· tlw r1•adc•1· to 
noh' h<'r1• that 0111· first two ai1· mail stamps p1·m·i1h• tlw fi1·st 1•x11111plc• i11 
l "nit1•11 !-Hates postal historr wh1•1·l' sta111ps haw lwt•n issll(•d for a dual poshil 
l'OI<'. 'J.'he~· !\Cl'OllUted for. not only t)H' prcpi1)"11H' llt or tilt' air mail l'atC', but 
1dso the spcc·inl dl'lfrer.\· [ec as wC'll. On no othrr o<·<·a.,io11 lrns a spN·inl sc>n·i<·r 
r1•1• lw1•11 inc>o1·pornt cd inlu 1•ithl'I' ffrst-c·lns." 01· 11i1· nwil post11~1'. • 

lt should lw c•111plwsbml at thl' l)('~inni11g that the> dl'livC'rr or 1dl 11i1· mail 
lrtt1•1'S. npon t h1•ir urrirnl at tlw n•t·ci\ in::t post offi<·t>. oJ11.>1·atPd l'ntirel.\· under 
I lw long-estubl ishPil "tt·uc·t U l'I' of t IH• s1wtia I d<'I i n•1·~· s1•1·\·ic·1'. .\ ll'ttt•1· postc•d 
by ;ii 1· during I he pt>riod u nd<'J' <'on.,hl<'l'll t ion l'C't<'in•d t ht• nsual sp<'cia 1 111"1 i \·<'t',\" 
ma1·kings at the r c>cl"idng- offi<•t• ; it was final I)- t11ke11 to th<' addre. '<'t' by a 
"Pl'Cia l mes..,rnger . 

It })('comt•s iinporlant, th<'1·efor1·, lo 11111lerstaml tlw 01w1·ation of the pccial 
cll'liYC'IT Sl"l'\'iC'l'. For ll111t JHll'POSl', H hri1•r Sllllllll!ll'.\' of this rollows lo lwlp 
u11tlt'1'. tnnd lhl" rnarkings found on ai1· mnil <'ovcri-;. 

Specia l Delivery Service 

• 'pedul 1lelin•r.\· sC'r\·ic·<' was inst it ull1d in tlw l-nil<'t1 . 'ta ks on <ktolwr 1. 
1 · f) , in ortlt"r lo pro,·iclc> a llll'all'i for fustt•r d t>lh·er)- of mail, if the senclN· . o 
c11•si1'l'!I. l· n<l1•1· tlw original instl'UC"tions to the post offic<'S, as promuJgat<'d h~· 
tlw Postmastr1· C:rn1•1·al. th<' followi11~ pt·or<'dnrrs wcrr lo apply. 

rpon l'CC<.'ipt of pt•<·ia) dt•lin'l',\" 111Hil , thl' re('(•i\·in!? po. t Offi<'C was lo 
i1111n!•diat<'I~· apply a re<·ch·ing' mHl'k to l'<l<'h lc>tt1•1· showing tlw date, time> an<l 
offi<'l' of 1·1'C<'ipt. :'\ext , thl' lettt•1·s WN'l' to h<.' nnmhered and recorded in H 

hook pccifically kept Cot· that pu1·pos1>. 'rh<' mail was the11 gin!11 to Ill<' ·pC'cinl 
1111•ssl•ngers who Wt'l'l' di. paklwd tu dPliw1· ii. l'pon their l'<'lnm, the llll's <'11f.\'l'l'S 
would notr in the re<'ordbook tlw dt>lin·r~-. 01· r<'ason 1'01· 11on-t1 t>liw1·y, of the 
l1•tt e1 <'ntrusted to them. 

Th ' l ' in!'ltl'U<'t iou. formNl I h<' lmsic st 1·uclu re for I he OpC'ration ol' th<' 
SJW<'ial deli\-('!'.\' . ysl<'m , and lhl• markings c1c,·elopc'1l from them Slll'\' i\·(', in 
som<' instances, up to thC' JH'l'Sl' llt tinll'. In t11(' ('nsuing- y<'at'S following' tlw 
1•slahlish111e11t of the s~·st<'lll. i:rnwt \11titt1dt• wa · allowrd thr vnt·ious po!'lt officC's 
in \\'Orkini:r out thrii· own proC'l'du1·rs to bC'. t expN1itr the sp<'ediet· cleli\·cry of 
mail. Both this latitml<' along \\·ith the experienc<' iraitwd, a the r tem de
,·eloped anu mutnred. t•e Ultl'<l in wi11t'SJ)l'('Utl <liff<'rl'n<:e 1101011!? the indh•iclnu) 
post offiC'C' ' and their substation;, in th<' 1111•thods usC'<.I. Thi · furthl'r resulted 
in the large Yariet~· of th<' ba. ic nrnrkings u e11 in the ,·nriou • po t offfres -
i11tri!!'lling to the ·pecinl cl <'liw ry 1•nthusinst , hut oftl'n ronfusing to one tm
t'amilial' with thi area. 

J.'rom this de ·cription of lhl' post offil'C' operutions, kt us return now to 
the air mail C'OY<'l' of the 191 ' pl•t·iod. uml to a peeific examination of t11e 
buck tamp . r ecord numbet and other spec·ial markinl{s. 

T he Receiving Postma rk 

The l!l'<"at majorit,,- of co\•er cal'l'ied h~· air mnil m J 91 , during- the 

' In 1934 uncl 1936, u rn cl'Dt uir mnit ><)Wcin l dctin~r.'· s tump was ;., 11\'fl ( 'colt CEl ·:! ). 
carrying both the in •cription "uir nw il " u ml "spc.>cinl d1•lin~r~-." 
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This cover shows both the special delivery record number and a distinct " Fee Claimed" marking . 

pcrirnl of tlw ~-l-(·(•111 and lll-C(' lll 1·att's, hra1· tit<' mot fu11dan11•nl<1l of sp('(·ial 
delin't'.'' lllHrkini,.-s the 1·ceei,·i111.! hHkstamp. 'l'hc e an• the mo:<l \'arird in 
t,qws of tlw murkin!?'S l'ro111 lh1· tin·ular di1• hnndstamp of till' small<'!' post 
offic·ps to tlw cmwl•lli ng machine t,\'}ll's r111plo~·l'1l wlu.•t't> tlw ,·olu111(• of SJW<'ial 
deli\'('1',\' lllai l was partic·11h11'J,\• hil.!h. ) lany offi<'l•'l ll!Ptl 1111' thl'Ct' Ol' fom·-linc 
ruhh1•1· handstc1111p, with its essc•ntial in[01·nrntiou as to lime' or rerript w1·itkn 
in 111a11usrript in its prnpr 1· plart•. 'l'his ha111l-ila111p, usually founcl in mugc•nln, 
is 111ust f11mili111· lo uir n111il collcdors on ""'''''" addt·esst'd to llw Boston ar1'a. 

' l'l ll'n. I herr was tlw rlork face 1·c•l·r i\'ing 111111·k, oftrn hliwk in (·0101·, ahm 
found in rnrions sizes, with its h11111h. indicating time of l'l'l'l'illL 

.\ lthongh llH' j!l'l'Hl 111ajo1·it~· or the haekstfllllJ> ' Ul'(' found Oil Ill!' IJack of 
r0Yr1 , t hr handstm11 ps. clock ma l'ldn~ri;. and 11t·(·11sio1rn lly ot h1•1·s. arr found on 
th1• r1·ont a-; wrll. 'l'lws1• n1111·ks arc of l.!l'Cat imporh1ncr to the ai1· mail l·ollrctor, 
hrc·ause the knowl1•dg<' or the time of aninil ot' a l<'th•r at a post oili<'!' is often 
c>s. Pnlia l in det1•1·mining whelhrr, and on "hut date. a lrttc1· wa flown. In 
itself. this is a hu·g:e topic. which, although or gl'eal signifieam·c·, is beyond the 
8!'0JH' ol' tht• J>l't''ll'lll artil'll•. lt "ill lum~ to nwait a lat1't' dntc for exploration. 
Jt is Olli,\• i1t1pol't;111t to note that tlH• Jll'Csrnc·c• or thl''i<' lrnl'k'itllmps i'i clue to 
tlw "P<'<'ial drliwry nature of the t•urly ail' mail. 

The Record 1 umbers 

.\ 'i intliN1teJ pre' ionsly, the reconl numbers were a mean· of lnhulnling 
tlw s1w<•inl clrlh·e1·y lettc1· recrh·e<l al a pa1·ticuh11· office. \Yhilc· the orii!inal 
in-.lr111·tio11s 1licl nut 'io s1wcify, lall•l' rcgulationi, llircctcd tlw numbering lo he 
1·a tTic•cl out 1111 a qua r1<·1·I~· basis. 'l'hesc• instruct ion, too. wt·1·e modi fird b~· 
t•xpc•1·icnt'l'. In t hr largr1· offi<'l'"• nn111h1•1·ing ot'tPn wa kc•pt on a daily hnsis. 
' l'lwn· is, 1ml'ortm111IPI~·, no elnsl-l ifi rt1tio11 poissihlc here. Each office d id as it 
saw hC'sl. Thus. 01w finds ;111 nit· n111il ('OYC't' adcln•s-;t>d to :\t•w York on .Junr 3 
hearing I hi' nmnbc1· .. :l7l3Ci, " nml a • t•concl one adcll'e . <'cl to the sam<' city on 
.Turw () with th<> nnmlwr ··211... 'l'hc <'o,·e1..., mrreh · wC'nl to diffcrrnt . ub-
c;lat ion .. whit•h u. rd t lwir ow11 numhrring s~·:'tem.. · 

.\ s lo the mrthod of nmnlll'ring. man,\· oflkrs 111acl<.' nsl' of a ron cculi,·e 
uu111h('1·ing <le,·ice. Thee wer<' also often officl''i, wlwre the numbering ystcm 
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w11s hast•d Oil a loll)!C' I' t1•1·m, and hi)!IH'r m1111hl'rs 11w.'· lu.• rxpcctecl. But mnlly 
offic·1·s c·ont inurd to do th<>il' m1111lll'1·in{! i11 1111musr1·ipt. 

.\ g-ain (·1:1s.sific-ati11n is diftic-ult. One> finds nutomatir numherin:;r dcdc1's as 
w1•ll as 11wnusC'ript from difft•rent hralleh st11tio11s in tlw s111111• <'ity. ltwitlt•nt
all.'-, wh('l'1• a 11111• diµ-it 01· twu di~dt nu111hr1·s 01· initials a l'(' round just brncath 
tlt1• l'('('Ol'tl llllllllH•t'. tlt1•s1• Ill'(' 1111' idr111ifi<'atin11 lll<ll'ks of 1111 i11di,·id11al spp1·ia\ 
tl('li\'l'I',\' llll'.'S(' ll~l'l' . 

.\1·01111d th1• Yl':tr Hll:l. tlll' 1·1•<'01·d 1111mhl'1·s lll'!ran to ht• disc·o11tin11ed in 
Y;11·ious otli<-1•s. 1;h11, .. II\· l!lli'I. tlll' l'oll1'C't01· "ill find air mail <'on•1·~ hoth with 
and without a 1111mht>I". ·i1.,1w11di11!! Pllli1·d~· upon wlwth1•1· tht·~· \\'C'l'C' still bring 
ilpplit·d in th1• otli1•1· or l'l' l't' ipt. Tlw majorit.'· or Hll~ ('0\l' l'S Sl'l'n h~· thi . 
"1·itt'I'. do still 111•11 1· a 1111111l1cr. 

Thi· 1·1•1·01·.t numh!'I' is 1wrhaps thl' ~1·rat!'st trap l'o1· the• air mnil c·ovrr 
C'oll1•1·t111'. It is 01'11•11 inrw·1·1'<'th· 11s.-.111111•d that this numhrr 1·rlntl's in some 
way to tlw air 11111il :.1·1·,·i<·1'. a~ ~;11111• past \\Titinl?l' 011 th1• 191 air post stamps 
h:t\1• -.tah•tl. To th1• «on1ra1'.'" it has nothing wl111tso1•,·r1· to do with air mail. 
Thi• 1111111h1·1· is 11111 11 11 indit·ation or th1· qum1tit~· of (•O\' l'L'S t·al'l'i<•cl ()II a partirulal' 
d11 .' 's flig-ht, as 1111111,,· ~-w1• 11 1 to lwli1·,·1·. 111d1•1•d. it Wlls 0111.'· ut'tC'I' the l1•tt1•1· hnd 
11'1'1 till' 11i1· Hlllil phHSI' of its nl.\' il)!l' tlwt lh1• n11111IWI' \\' HS 1'\'t•n appliNl. l•'m·
tht•l'lllOl'l', lht> ah>-l'tH't' of a n11111h1•1· is 1•111plwlil'ally not 1111 incli<·atiun thut 11 

f•cnt•r did not fl~-. ~111·h an 11hs1•11<·1• 1111·1·1· 1~· si!-{nifk" that nu111lwrs wer<' not 
lll'ill!-{ appli1'd tu IPttl'1-s d1•lh1•1·pd t'l'Om a p111·1icular offi<·1'. whirh had dis
!'011tilllll'd this p1·al'ti1·1• lwfo1·1' 191 ~. 

Ont• fi11al w111·d uf 1·<111tiu11 "ith 1·rf1•1'l't1 C<' to th1• SJll'<'i11I dl'lin•1'.'' 1111mllC'r
i11ir dc•\i1·1'. Till' 1 · 1•gistl'~· s~·s11·111 ot' tlw l'nill'd Htat<'s Post Offir1• also 11pplirs 
1111111h1'1's to l'l')!ist1•1·1•d mail 1•11t1·11slt'd to it. 'l'hl'sl' nn111hl'1·s 111'1' applil'd ut tht' 
..,l'nd in!-{ offiC'1's . not a I t hi· r1•<·<'i \in)! post ofli<•1•s. wit irh a pp\y th<' s1w<'i1t l dC'I h er~· 
1111111lw1·s. l'onfusion lll'isrs ;it timl's in th1· minds of ('Ollt>f'!ors h<'t\n>Cn thrs 
1\10 11umhrri11g- sy~tt·111s . "'p 1111•1·1•1.'· wish h1•1·<· to r1nt1io11 c·ollC'rto1'S agni11st 
rnistakinir a 1·1•1-{isll',\' with a SJll'<'inl 1h•lin1.,,· 11umhcr, 11nd ,·isa \'('t·sa. .\ 11 
l't'g"islt•n•d lllllil HIWll."~ will 111'111' H llllllllll'I', llS \\'I'll as till' llSllltf llotiN• uf 
1·1•:tis1 l'lltion . .\s 1n·1•,·iousl~· 1•xp\11i1wd. not 111\ s1wc-ial dl'lin·I',\' mail will lw 
1'011nd wit It nurnlH' rs durilll! tlw Hll. pt>riod. .\ ir 11111il 1·ollt'rto1-s l<'nd somc
ti1111•s In 1·011rusc• thosi• sprC'i:il tlt•li,·rt',\' n11111hl' l'S that 1n·c found with re~ ·try 
1111111h1•1'S. .\ lso. thr.'· 111islakr11I.'· a ·s111111• tlrnt 11 1·m·1•1· has hPl'll 1·1·1rist1•1·1•1l llH'l'C'I,,· 
hr1·11t1sl' it lw111·s a 1111111111' 1'. 

"Fee Claimed" Postmark 

.\ hl'i1•f \\'111'11 ahout tlw ,·arious .. 1-'C't' l ' la inwd .. ma1·ki11~ ol'trn round on 
air rnail ('(l\'('I~ of rn I ~. .\ l!llill \\(' fi111\ a wide n1l'ict~· or su1·h markin~. thC' 
lllOSI ('()111111011 of whic·h is " l•\•p ( 'lai1111•d .\t Otli<-1• or Fi1'St Add1·rss... \\'"hill' 
till' sp1•1·i;il dl'ii \C'l'." s1wc·i11list hns 11 fil'lcl dn,\• with tlw 111m1y l,\' ()C'S of this post 
llllll'k, tht• air 111:iil 1·01l1•<·t01· lll't'd not hl' too c·om·r1·11pcf with this llllll'kin~ . 
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THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES 

By Henry M. Goodkind 
This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional lllu1tratlon1 offers Information which 

few know about our first air stamp, tne famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918. Price 
$1.00 post pa Id. 

\ ero Phit a1l'li~ 1 -. I nr. 22 i::i!'I 35 • l rl'!' I Ne" York. :"\ . Y. 10016 
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· · Fl•1· ( 'l11i111Pd .. is 111('1·l'l r au a1·<:u1111\ ing i11di<:11t o1· tllHt a SPl'C·itic post office is 
to IJl' <'l '<'dift•d with tll(' dclin•1'.'" or 1tltC'111pt<'cl dPlin·l'.'·· of 11 lr ttl'l'. Jn 111ost 
inst:tll('('S. this \\ill Ill' till' l'l'<:l'i\·ing- post office of the uud 1·pssee on thr letlel'. 

It is i111t•t·l•stinl! to note he1·e tlrnt. if a d<'liw1·~· attempt is mad<' but fa ils, 
du<' tu 0111• of 111:111.' · 1·pasons. th<' s1w(•i11I (lC'lin' l'." status no 1011~<· 1 · e~ists ; the 
IP!t l' t' is trPa tC'd as u11,· o\hl'1· tii·st·<'lass mail malt1' t'. Tt' the lctl<'t' should h 
t'01·wa1·d1'd, 1'01· 1•x11mpi1'. it will 1101 1·1·l·cin· spec·i11l <lC'li\'!.•t·y lrcu tment in the 
Hl'x t post offi!'t' to whil·h ii is sent. One<• again. on 191 ;1i1· mail C'O\'C I'. lhc 
111arki111! "1"p1• < 'luin11'1l. ·· 01· mw ot' its rnri:111ts. 111:r~· not hl' prl'st•11l. Then• 
is 110 pal'1i1·11la1· "il!niti1·;1twl' l'r11111 ;111 ail' 111ail point of ,·irw to lw allribut ed tu 
its p1·c•sr111·p 01· a hsr 1H'1'. 

"Special Oelivery" Notation 

On(' 111111·king that lllll ,\' <ll'llllSI ' i11IC'l'!'SI Oil 11i1· 111ail 1'11\l' l'S is tha t or tilt' 
;H·tnn l "~pp1•i11I lll'li\'l'I'.'"' 110\il'P sn111Ptin11·~ f1111111I 1111 tht' f1·11111 ot' a 1·1n1•1'. 
'T'his is tlw 0111~· markinl! tlwt was nut appli1•d h~· 111<· l'Pt•1•i,·in:.r 11ffi1·1'. hrinl! 
aflixl'd r it hPr prh·a 1 rlr h.'· t IH' sl'tH lr t· or pu hi i<'I~· hy tlw s1•111li111! ofli<•I'. 

111 tlw 1'111'1.'· du~·s of sprrial delin•i·~· s('t'\·i1•1'. stt<'h a 11111l'ld111t \\·as quil t• 
111wo111n1011. It was ass11111<•d that tlu• s]ll'<' ial dl'lin> t·~· stamp \\Oltld lw <;ttfli<·h•nt 
t1oli1•r to postal a11thoriti<•s 01' tlll' Slll'<•i;tl natlll'l' of the• 11'111'1'. 111 )Jat'C'h Of 
1907. IHm <'Wt'. 1·1•i.rula1· postal!<' sta111ps \\'l't'<' 1w1·111itt l'd lo h1• 11s1'd for pay1111•11t 

111' t hi' s1wl'i11 I d1•1iw1·~· 1'1•1" p1·0,·iol1•d tha t a l1•tl<•1· was m111·k1•d .. ~p<'<·ia I l>e· 
lhPt',''·" .\f1 p1· that dah'. sul'h a 111;11·ki11A' hl•<·attl!' mot·<' c·om111on on 1111 spN·i1tl 
dPlin•t·y mail. On th1• ai1· mail 1·0,·1·1·s o[ 191 ', hmn.'Wl'. 1·a1·p]y is this 111111·king
t'111111d . P1·1•s1111111hl,,-, th <' 191 2-1--N•nt or Hi-rent stnmp \\lls <·onsid<'l'<'d sufli. 
t it' tt 1 ttol i1·(' or t Ill' SJ)(•(•in I drl h·r1·y S('I'\' irl' to he JH'O\°idpd. 

The Absence Of Markings 

)J1' lll ion sho11 Id h<' 111 11111.' Of Olll' I 1·01il1lr so1111' post offi1·1• i II c·onn1•c·I ion wit h 
th1• rnrions 111a1·killh'S d isrm;.<;(•11. 'T'hnl offi<:t• \\':IS \\·nshing'tOll. D.l'. rn fo1·. 
1nnntrl,v 1'01· aii· mnil eollN·loi·s, \\'11c;h ingto11. D. ' .. a l<' 1·111i1111s 011 th r fi1·st a i1· 
111nil l'Olltl'. was Olli' of lh1• pos t 1lffi('(•s. whic:h h.'· 191 ', !'llllsistt•ntJ~· did 1101 
apply an~· nf thP spN·inl dt>lin•1·y mal'kinj!S. Wt• Iran• n11•11timwd 1h1·ou~ho11t 
I his a 1·t i<·le 1 lrnt th <' rrnl ut ion of t hr 'il't'Yin• lt' ft m1111.'· ~nps. Washington, D.C'. 
is olll'. l·'o1·t11nat l' is th1• 11\\·1w1· ot' a 191H ait· 11 111 il c·m·•·t· with \Y11slii111-r\on. l>.('. 
hal'kslu 111 ps. TIH',\' do t' :\ isl. h11 t t hr.'' ll rr ra I' t't'Ulll 1·01111111111 . 

111 l'Ollf'l11sio11. lhc• \\l'i11•1· would lilu• to 1'11lphasi7.<' that. i11 dPaling 1\ith 
the et it· nrnil rm·el's of th <' 1911' p<'t'iod. nncl mo1·r parlirularl~· with refer l' IH't' 
to thr sp<>r iul OPliH'ry nrnrkinirs on 1110s(' ro\f'l'S. w1• n1·r ronfrontNI with ;i 

t11ill1ttr jlf'riorf in thr hislOI'.\' of till' s prriHI dr lh el'.\' SCl'\'iC'r .• \lso. as\\'{' hll\ !' 
nntr<l. tlrn t pPl'iod \\a" rn11• of 1·lrnnl!t'. If tlw l'P1t1ll'l' ha. look<'< I l'nr ratej?ol'iza . 
lion. h!' \\ill han• found llfllll'. 'T'hl' lora l lllttlll'I' or tlw ap1>li<·ation or the 
spN•ial 11w1·kinirs pl'ohihits 1111~· atli•111pt :rt suc·h 11 s1·hr111C' ul' 1·l11ssifil-11tio11. It 
is hop1'1I. ho\\ <' ' '<'I'. tha t a hn111d l'lllllll!h on t Ii 1w has lw1•n p l'<'Sl'lllt•d i u pt'l'\'('11 t 
111isu11d1•1·s tandin1-rs 11 ho11t 111a1·kinhrs round on thr 191 ' a ir mail C0\'1•1·s. <111d th;it 
thos<' ma1·ki111-rs will 11ot Ii(' 11 110\n'd to l'nrthl'l· c·onfusl' inqni1·ir. into th<' husir 
11ndr 1·stn111linl! of th1· ope1·:ltions or the fh 'St rnih'<l • 'tall'.' air ma il s~-. tC'm. 
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BELGIUM 

December 3, 1930 Wa The Fir t Day 
Of the Belgian Congo Flight tamp 

By DR. ALBERT C. BAUGH 

111 thr .July l!lli:i 1n111ilw1· of this niag-azi111• ( \ 'ol. XHI. :\o. 1). there was 
1111 artic·h• 11h1111t tlw fhsl clny ol' salP of llH• Brli:,rinn ai1· mail slarnp i.sued in 
1930 ro1· tlw SflP<'i11l fl i~ltt from Bl'li.ri 11 111 to Lropolch·ill e, Belgian 'ongo (Scott 
C:i. H1111nlwi11 :"\o. :> ). 'Phc nutho1·. ~I r-. fl emT :'I L Cloodkincl. showed whrre in 
u1rio11s c·11hiloi:,rul's. l'nur dift'Pt'Plll dalPs of is.-.l~" \\' Pl'l! listed. 

Tlw ri rt ic·lf' <·onc·ludrd that ba. erl upon inquiry from aero-philatelic slu
dcnls in Brlgium, the rone<'I fil . t da~· of "ale """"December 3, 1930. 

PAR AVION 
PER VLIEGTUIG 

(Photo by Boulrelte) 

'l'hc illustl'ated co,·cr 1 1u 111~· collection. The three cancellations all are 
dated "Brussels Dccu11 bu 3, 1.930." This coYer, therefore, sub tantiates De
ccmbel' 3, 1930 as the first day of issue . 

• \ s sc>cn b~· t hr rectangular cnchct. this co,·er was on the special Congo 
tti~ht. lt has two buck. tamp · - Lcopold,·ille, Dcccmbc1· 15 and Elizabcthilk 
December 16, 1930. 
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STAMP 

OF 
APPROVAL 

,\J:. ' ( I r I . \ .\11 S 
ua MaJte:Clllt AV&NU& 

H..-f"9DM.&. N Y - 10830 

Mr. Bf'rn&rd D. Ha.rmer 
PT\'.•ldr11t 
Jf. R. . t-1.arm~r . lnt . 
t> \\ t>al ... 8Lh Strf"~t 
~cw York lb, s. Y. 

n~~r \tr. Harmer: 

April 7, 1966 

~uw th.at the ·~k "' . t.tmp• ln the: 1-""ranc<-• £ . Stern 
C:o1h:.c&Ju1l b ri~:t.rly <"omplet~d, I want to w r i te and 
th.lnk you (or th(" f'X.Cf'll~nl job which you h.av .. clone. 
ft:.~ ttro•• prict.' rf'.;tliz.ed w&• beUt"r tha..n I expected 

.t..nd I think you """d your •••Ck"l&te• handled tbt man .er 
pcrJCC'Uy. 

l ha~f' btocn lrC"A..ttod with u1iifonn cuurte•y by &.11 me.in• 
Mr• ol your ata.U. par ticularly Ma•• M&boney ,and I 
whh you would thank them lor me. 

Sincerely your•. 

a._•''°-''- L <f' r;., 
A.mold L. Yatf'I 

ALY/a.,, 

"Exc:e//enf . b 
hancJ/ecJ #h JO - - • 

e tnaHer perfe'::..1'c:e rea/izecJ 
"'y - was beft 

If T" · - - un 'l er -you are th· k. ,p1cal/y H 'orm court - -
in ing of s 11· armer's esy - " e ing . 

wri te th 
u. R em for the l"l, Li same t n: AR•~ reatment. 

6 w The '";er ~ wrE" I 
est 4Bth s llat/011a1 Stam " • nc 

1reet N P Auction • 
I ew y k eers 

or , N. Y. 10036 



Sanabria 1966 
The World Airmail Catalogue 

More than 1300 pages 

7500 illustrations ! 

The new W orld Airmail Catalogue is now ready. This, the most inform
ative catalogue in the world, has been completely revised and updated. 
Extras that you will get in the new Sanabria include: 

• Illustrations of all face different stamps ... a help to all collectors and a 
necessity for Topical collectors. 

• Souvenir sheets illustrated and priced. 

• Covers listed - of great importance; a stamp on cover can be worth many 
times more than the same stamp off cover. 

• Quantities of stamps issued are given when known. 

• Proofs, essays and specimen are listed. 

• Many major listings in Sanabria do not appear until much later in other cata
logues. Knowing these stamps from the outset can save many times the cost 
of the catalogue. Examples: 

The ltolian Colonies 'Servicio di Stato· overprints were listed ond priced el $17.50 
eoch by Sonobria in the 1936 edition of tho colaloguo. These stamps. now worth 
i 500.00 each were not listed by Scot! until 1953. 

The Scodto surcharges of Ecuodor were listed in Sanabria b aclt in 1936· Scott first 
listed them in 1958. 

Chile = I 5, listed in Sonabrio in 193b, oppeared in Scott in 19~ 8. 
The fomou~ Earhart g. Sorobio issues of Me~ico wore first included by Scott on I 95b 

some twenty years ofter Sanobrio hod listed them. 

The Air Fund issues of Tur~ey, in Sonobroo since 1937, appeared in Scott for the first 
time ·n 1965. 

There are mo re than 750 list ings in Colombia a lone which ore not found in other coto
logues. These facts speak for themselves ... be informed . . know your stomps. 

O rder now . ...... PRICE $15.00 

Ridgefield, Conn. 06877 
Phone : (203 ) '438 - 3763 


