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RF OVERPRINTS
A New Booklet Reveals Official French Records

This started out as a short book review of a new bhooklet, whose details
are as follows:
La Naissance des Surcharges “R.F." de la Poste Navale
Francaise 1943-1945. (The Birth of the “R.F."” Surcharges
on the French Naval Posts 1943-1945) by Henry C.
Dupont. 12 pages. Paper cover. Published by L'Echangiste
Universel, 67 Bischwiller, France. Price 3.75 frs. (R0 cents
U8,
Having written eight articles on these RF markings in addition to a 62-
page book,® one can understand my great interest in this new work.

*RF Quverprints on United States Air Mail by Henry M. Goodkind. Theodore E. Steinway
Handbook No. 5 published by the Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N, Y. 10016.

)

64 pages, 75 illustrations. Price $2,
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While working on this booklet, T began making notes. Also, my English-
French dietionary was used to properly understand all that was written.  When
finished, I found that my notes covered more than ten handwritten pages.

Then, T began trying to extract, prune and edit for a short hook review.
But so little was found that deserved to be omitted or digested that the practical
deeision was reached to make this an artiele, rather than a book review,

Furthermore, T did not know the author. Henry Dupont, when 1 wrote
my book in 1957. We began corresponding in 1960; since then we have met
twice in Europe and have developed a fine friendship.  Any inspiration I have
given to my friend in Franee is a source of deep personal satisfaction.

The State of Confusion

Henry Dupont eommences with the following statement :

““There is no chapter of philately in our country (Franee) more contro-
versial than the ‘R.F." surcharges applied by the French Fleet Post Office on
the United States G-cent air mail stamp (Secott (25, Yvert #26).”" Henry
Dupont, vou ean say that again!

Having collected and studied these RF surcharges sinee 1 secured my
first cover in 1944, 1, too, have written about them in the hope of dispelling
confusion and have them better understood in America. [ admit some sueeess:
that both the Secott and Sanabria Catalogues revised their listings after my
book appeared was very encouraging.  Furthermore, many collectors and dealers
have come to accept the vesults of my research. But unhappily, there have
been some dicharvd stamp dealers, who still insist upon selling RF stamps and
covers that 1 do not consider genuine. Many auetion sale eatalogues deseribe
RE lots with the words, “‘sold as is.”” In my view, mint copies, certain hogus
types and fake covers should not be sold, “‘as is,”” or any other way.

Mr. Dupont sees the same problem in Franee. Herve, then, is the first
conseientious attempt in France by any philatelist to seriously study the sub-
jeet. The job was done by gaining aceess into the offieial arvehives in the
French Ministry of Marine in Paris and seeing what was there. The records
were then compaved with what had been written. Henry Dupont uses and
quotes only one source, my hook. Join me in seeing what Mr. Dupont wrote.

The Freneh booklet has three chapters with subdivisions — an introdue-
tion, the First Period of use of U. S, air mail stamps without any surcharges
and the Second Period when the RF markings were used.

March 18, 1943 Directive

The first document found was a direetive dated Mareh 18, 1943. This
gives instruections for the handling of air mail letters of the French Navy to
America and other foreign lands. [i sets rates, tells how the stamps are to he
procured and used; how the stamps are to be cancelled.  Also, it dirvects the
way mail is to be dispatched for the air mail serviee.

The stamps mentioned in 1943 ave those of Algeria. Mr. Dupont believes
that this March 1943 directive marks the start, the birth of Freneh naval air
mail that eventually gave rise to the RF overprints.

My hook does not mention this Mareh 18, 1943 dirveetive; 1 did not know
of it. But I did show covers used eavly in 1943 by the Freneh Navy with
U. 8. stamps to prepay the G-cents air mail fee, when some of the French
Navy's ships were over here being repaired in the Brooklyn and Philadelphia
Navy Yards. The French sailors and officers were accorded the same mailing
privileges as the United States Armed Forces. Ovdinary postage went free;
air mail was G-cents an ounce against the higher S-cent air mail rate for eivilians.

The Dupont studies in this part, in my opinion, do not. take into considera-
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tion that French Navy air mail at that time is found with Algerian, as well
as with United States, and also with British postage stamps. Of course, Mr.
Dupont is correet when he eoneentrates on this North African directive, be-
cause the later use of RF markings was confined to the Mediterranean Sea and
the Atlantie Ocean both off and in North Afriea. The point 1 make is that
the precedent for the French to be allowed to use United States postage
stamps and mail faeilities had been established early in 1943, when the French
ships were over here in the United States for repairs.  RF was not overprinted

on Algerian stamps, only on U, 8. stamps.

Chapter One

This chapter heading is **The First Period.”” Its title in English is “*Use
of G-cents stamp without surcharge.” Tt begins with significant extraets by
Mr. Dupont of a French Navy direetive dated November 14, 1943.  The author
attaches a great deal of importance to the findings of this directive. There is
no question ; it is good to know of it.

The November 14, 1943 directive’s Article No. 1 speaks of an agreement
made by the French with the Chief of the U.S. Military Posts for mail to
Ameriea.  Mr. Dupont footnotes that this agreement has been lost. Both of
us regret this.

Article No. 5 states that the U. S. stamps will be sold to the French postal
agents under the same conditions as Freneh stamps.  Unfortunately, nothing
more is set forth. As a student of RF markings and Freneh Naval Posts
during these War years, 1 always wondered how aceounts were kept. I have
not been able to see any. The U. 8. officials just did not hand over sheets of
. S. air mail stamps to the Freneh: some control must have heen kept.  Sueh
information is important to know. 1 would suggest that Mr. Dupont dig

Colombian

Airmails

HE handsome, 15-album spe-
cialized collection of Eric
Leupin of Cali, Colombia, will be
auctioned in May. Cl and Cla
on first flight covers. Compania
Colombiana de Navegacion Aerea
and Scadta issues. Consular over-
prints. Government issues in
blocks, sheets. Errors, perf. and
wmk. varieties. Ask for caralog.

HARMER ROOKE & CO. LTD.

589 Fifth Ave. (at 48th), New York, N.Y. 10017

International Auctioneers of Fine Stamps
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This is HMG's Type 5 and Mr. Dupont's Type Il
of Algiers, the one that has been mostly widely
counterfeited.

further on this; he might find some records, showing how the U.S. stamps
used by the Freneh Navy were kept.

Instruetion 737/PN/Eq was issued by the French Navy on November 14,
1943. Tt outlines how the U. 8. air mail stamps should be used and ecaneelled,
after the sender wrote his letter. If Mr. Dupont did nothing else, the dis-
closure of this information is very important.

In my search of reeords, I never could loeate Ovder No. T37/PN/Eq. My
RF hook illustrated and discussed orvder No. 523/PN/Ep dated June 22, 1944,
(Mr. Dupont also found this in the French archives and comments upon it in
his second chapter.) This June 22, 1944 directive refers to *‘Cirenlar 737/
PN/Ep of Nov. 9, 1943.”” 1 suspeet that this is the same one as Mr. Dupont’s
find of T37/PN/Eq of November 14, 1943. I do not think that because the
one reads **/Eq’" and the other **/Kp,”” nor that one date is November 9th,
the other November 14th means too much. 1 do not attach too mueh importance
to these two small diserepancies.

This, therefore, is a great find. My hook elearly stated that the June
1944 dirvective had referred to a November 1943 direetive, which could not be
loeated. Mr. Dupont found it; now we know what it eontains. Wonderful!

Dirvective 737/PN/Eq plainly states that postal agents for the French
Navy and the ships® F.P. O.'s are not to eancel the U.S. stamps. This only
is to be performed in the French Central IV, P. O. in Casablanea. From this,
Mr. Dupont assumes that this regulation was continued throughout the later
period, when the RF markings were used, until their end. There is no reason
to doubt this. If a practice for handling mail proved suceesstul, very likely
the operation was continued.

Final Chapter

This last part covers what Mr. Dupont designates as ‘‘the Second Period™
with the “‘use of the 6 cents stamp with swrcharge.”

Reaching this eaused me great exeitement, but then a letdown. The open-
ing paragraph states that *‘the first instruetion given to the Freneh Bureaun
of Naval Posts to surcharge the 6 eents U.S. air mail stamp with ‘R.F.” has
not been located despite long and serious searching in the archives of the
Department of Marine.”’

One of the essential keys to the RF story, therefore, is missing. You cannot
blame Mr. Dupont. He tried hard to find it; it was not in the records in Paris.

But it appears to me that Mr. Henry Dupont makes the same mistake that
other French philatelists have done. They take a purely nationalistie view.

Actually, one cannot speak of a French, United States or British Navy.
During World War I1, it was an Allied Task Force made up of naval ships of
all types from all three navies. The Allied Task Foree operated and fought
as a unit. This is why the French sailors and officers were accorded the same
postal privileges as those of the United States and Great Britain. My book
shows mail from French sailors also with British stamps.
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This was shown as Fig. 3 on page 32 of Vol. X, No. 2 of this magazine. It is from the destroyer
“I'Algierien,” not from the naval base in North Africa, Algiers. Notice how all the postmarks, can-
colll:'fion and censoring tally with the instructions in the French Navy's directives, that Mr. Dupent
published.

A second essential factor must be stressed. The French did not authorize
the RF surcharges; the United States Fleet Post Office did. The United States
ordered the French, when using our mailing facilities, to mark their air mail
to Ameriea for identification purposes. The French had to carry out our order.

It is not known if the United States FPO specifically ordered that the
French air mail to America be identified by surcharvging the initials **RF."
I suspect that we did not. The French chose this RE designation. We only
asked for an identification of French mail. The French decided upon **RF."
Here is the reason.

The U.S. Navy probably would have been satisfied with the simple **F"
(for France) or any other distinetive marking. But for all Frenchman fight-
ing to liberate their beloved France occupied by the Nazi Germans, the Re-
publie of France (R.F.) was their ideal. In France, during the German oe-
cupation, French stamps deliberately had had the RF removed. **Republique
Francaise’” must be vestored. This was their goal. This is why I think that the
French in North Afriea chose the initials ““RF."

Furthermore, it never had been and never will be permitted that any
foreign nation, without specific consent and approval, overprint a stamp of the
United States of America. The RF's are the one exception.

Why the RF's Were Ordered

Other specialists have offered some complicated and incorrect theories as
to the reason the U.S. Navy in North Afriea ordered the French Naval mail
to be identified. It had nothing to do with censoring nor monetary controls.

At the bottom of page 12 in my book, the reason is given. Sinee what
was written and published in 1958 did not seem to universally eclarvify and
explain the reason, it seems practiecal to spell it out again in a different manner.
Ineidentally, Mr. Dupont does not try to explain it.

In 1943, when the French Naval ships were sent to the United States for
repairs, there was a lot of “‘fraternizing’ between the American girls and the
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French sailors. I, personally, witnessed this. Being active in the New York
U. 8. 0. in the winter of 1943, we arranged entertainment for many a lonesome
Freneh sailor, friendless and thousands of miles from home in a strange big eity.

Official records show that the **Richelien’ had a wartime compliment of
1,946, the Cruiser “*Gloire” 764 and the **Emile Bertin'® 705 —a total of
3.355.  There were also smaller ships here, so that an estimate of 4,000 French
sailors in New York in 1943 seems conservative.

After repairing and rvefitting, the Freneh Navy returned to North Afriea
later in 1943, Many friendships made in Ameriea were not forgotten; a number
of French officers and sailors wrote to their American girl friends, some almost
every day.

For proof of this, look at the names on RF covers; the great majority
are “*Miss' or **Mrs,”” not ““*Mr.”" The vest of the names are mostly ““Mr. &
Mrs."" beeanse married couples in New York, as Mrs. Goodkind and myself, had
entertained some of the Freneh Navy during their stay over here.

Futhermore, when the Freneh Navy returned to North Afriea, the build-
up of U.S. Armed Forees there had been very great.  Thervefore, the air mail
faeilities from North Afrvica to Ameriea were overtaxed.

The U.S. Military in North Afriea complained about the slow delivery
of their air mail back home. 1 know one, who at the time was a high officer
on General Eisenhower’s staff in North Afriea. His wife's letters from New
York took three or four days. But his letters to New York required five days
or a week to reach her. He had been using the A. P. O., because he was with
the U.S. Army.

Someone advised him for a faster delivery home to switch to the Navy, the
F.P.0O. He did; it worked. His letters now reached his family in about
four or five days.

But the faster delivery with the F. P, O, did not last. This began to take
as long as the A.P.0O. air mail. Consequently, an investigation was made
The F.P.O. was swamped with air mail letters for Ameriea. In addition to
a great inerease of our own mail, the Freneh were sending a large volume,

A praetieal decision was reached. Our own Military must have priovity,
especially sinee we were servieing and flving the air mail.  In order to insure
this priority, the Freneh were ordered to identify theirs.

New Orders Found

Extracets are made of Direetive 523/PN/Ep of June 22, 1944, which I had
previously mentioned. 1t is interesting to see that this still is in the French
archives. Mr. Dupont found a new direetive, not known to me, No. 190/PN/Ep
dated January 15, 1945, This was issued by the Director of Naval Posts to
Franee. The revealing information therein is the diselosure of how the Direetor
of Naval Posts in Algeria instructed the Naval Post Bureau in Oran to handle
correspondence for the United States and Canada franked with the 6G-cent 1. S,
air mail stamp.

I'urther dirvectives were found in the Paris archives that confirmed all the
previous ones.

Application of the Surcharges

There now comes a passage in this French booklet that thrilled me. In
italies it is stated that all mint stamps with R.F. surcharges are not genuwine.
All the direetives found by Mr. Dupont show that the RF marking was applied
later, never by the sender affixing the stamp to his cover.

In my 1958 bhook, I had expressed serious doubt about the genuineness of
all mint copies. This was the one statement that philatelists, especially stamp
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The cancellation date reads November 13, 1944, This large circular type is Mr. Dupont's Type Il of
Oran. The records show that “lI'Algerien” was in Oran from October 29 to December 4, 1944,

dealers, in France and America questioned. Time and again I was told that [
was wrong about mint copies. My stock answer has heen to invite those hold-
ing the opposite view to write for this magazine, which I promised to publish.
Not one word in refutation ever has been written.

Finally, substantiation of my opinion that mint RF copies are not genuine
lias come from France in this Dupont publication.

How The Mail Was Handled

The next two and a half pages arve extremely important. They tie down
and establish exaetly how the French sailors were instructed to handle their
mail. This had never been previously spelled out in the explieit detail, as Mur.
Dupont does it. Tt adds to our information and, in turn, sets forth some data
that had not been accurately stated in my book.

Mr. Dupont in eight pavagraphs shows just how a letter was handled,
as follows:

1. The sender writes on the cover his name, rank, ship, **Post Navale
Franeais™ and also “*via air mail.”” e buys the U.S. 6-cent air mail stamp
(or postal stationery) from the Chief Mail Clerk aboard his ship. (The French
word is “‘vaguemestre,’’ which my dietionary gives as *‘baggagemaster.”’) The
sender affixes his stamp and returns the envelope to the Chief Mail Clerk
(vaguemestre).

2. Before the final posting, the large cachet with an anchor reading either
“Marine Francaise or Marine Nationale — Serviee a la Mer'" is hit upon the
envelope, but not upon the stamp. If marked on the stamp, it is a mistake.

3. The mail is bundled and then sent to the nearest French F.P. 0. in
French Africa. In some instanees the mail was transmitted to the local P. T. T.
service, who, in turn, dispatehed it to the Naval Bureau.
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4. This deseribes in detail the procedure for French censoring.

5. The surcharge “*R.F."" was then applied by hand in a type that was
available in the Naval Bureau.

6. The stamp was immediately cancelled ‘“Poste Navale.”” Here comes
mention of “‘retard systematigue,’’ for whieh I have to supply a literal English
translation. 1 think this means ‘‘Delayed Mail® ‘or ‘‘Mail Held for Later
Delivery.””  With this delayed mail, the eancellation had to be hit at the corner
of the RF stamp for identification.

7. Correspondence was next sent by the regular P.T.T. civilian service
to the Clentral Burean in Casablanea (Main FPO for all French North Afriea).

9. The Central Burean at Casablanea turned over the French naval mail
to the United States F.P. 0. where it underwent U.S. censoring. Thus, Mr.
Dupont points out, each eover should bear both French and U. S. eensor marks
or tapes.

There have been exceptions, which Mr. Dupont overlooked. Some RF mail
was not censored by us in North Afriea, but in New York City. See in my
hook the covers like Fig. 32. Also, Figs. 28 and 29 shows British, not U. S.
eensoring, on mail from the battleship *‘Richelien.”’

In his comments in this seetion, the French author stresses that the RF
surcharge was applied always after the stamp was affixed, not where a letter
was posted. This is correet.

Identification of the Origin of the RF Surcharges

This part is the most diffieult and complicated. It is now seen that the
ovders from the French Naval Posts specified that the “RF’ markings were
not to be applied, when mailed aboard ship, but upon arrival at an F.P. O, in

R A L L L
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This cover with HMG's Type 7 and Mr. Dupont's Type VI, which he identifies as Marseilles, is the
scarcest type of RF overprint. The log shows that “I'Algerien” was in Marseilles from April 4 to bth,
i945; again on April ‘HE and the last time in April, 1945 on the 19th and 20th. There are two
"Poste Navale" markings. The one to the left seems to be dated "April 3, 1945." (It could be an
"8, not a "3" but this is very doubtful.] The cancellation on the stamp is dated "April 28, 1945."
A cover like this clearly shows the difficulty faced with the identification of the RF types at a
specific French naval base F.P.O.

a Naval Base. This had always eonfused me. In the Appendix of my hook,
I tabulate where mail from one ship by the same corvespondent had as many
as six different types of RF. It seems logical, therefore, that one could not
identify a certain type of surcharge (and there are many pronounced variations)
with a speeific locale. Here I have been corrected. Yes, evidence in this
I'rench book now shows me to have been wrong about this.

Another matter confused me. Mr. Dupont, not in his booklet but in
letters to me, has set me straight. This coneerns my later article in this
magazine AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS, Vol. X, No. 2, October 1962). These
RI covers were sent from L'Algerien, a French destroyer. 1 had incorreetly
identified them as from Algiers, the North African naval base.

Mr. Dupont wrote as follows on pp. 9 uml 10 of his booklet :

... as we see by the order of June 22, 1944, correspondence sent to a
Naval Bureau, whieh eould not be eensored before the departure of the mails,
had to be held, put in a bundle and then dispatched to the Central French
. P. O, in Casablanca. 1t is this Bureau that censored the mail and also ap-
plied the *RF." This explains how we find the Casablanca type ‘R.F.’ on mail
from other Naval Bureauns like Algiers, Hum Bone, ete. This explains why
the Americans found the same type ‘R.F." used from different naval bases.™

“*Main problem in identification of the *R.F.” types is with the delayed
mail (retard systematigue).’™

““In order to properly identify a type, one must kuow a ship’s movement ;
one must know the nearest base with a F. P. O. where the correspondence was
dispatched, aceording to postal regulations.’
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Testing the French Information

The booklet concludes with some hand-drawn illustrations of RIE types,
very similar to those shown in my book, and the Scott and Sanabria Catalogues.

Ten types ave illustrated, but only Types I to VI arve identified by Mr.
Dupont. His Type VII is the third most common one found out of my twelve
different RF types. Here I have to fault Mr. Dupont. He gives no indieca-
tion whatever as to how he identifies his Algiers, Casablanca, Oran, Birzerte,
Bone, and Marseilles types. Furthermore, there are four types unidentified.
Were there ten naval bases with French F.P.0.'s? Or were there only six?
This essential information should not have been omitted.

There arve other matters that T ecannot follow. There are stamps on covers
with two types of surcharges, such as Dupont’s Types I and 11. What is his
explanation for this?

At this point, T am trying to follow, with Mr. Dupont’s kind assistance,
the movements of some of the ships. He has sent me those of the **Richelien™
and *‘L’Algerien.”” For instance, I have a cover from the *‘Richelien’ can-
celled September 28, 1944, 1 looked up where the battleship was on that date.
It was in Algiers, the naval base. Therefore, the cover (Fig. 23 in my book)
should have the Algiers Type RF. 1 look in Mr. Dupont’s hooklet and it agrees;
it is his Type 111 identified as ** Alger.”

Now, I examine the cover, Fig. 24 of my book, eancelled on Oectober 3,
1944, At that time, the *Richelien’ "was in Toulon, according to the records
Mr. Dupont sent me. But the RF on Fig. 24 is still his Type IIT of ** Alger.”’
Is this due to “‘retard systematique?’’ Also, could one of Mr. Dupont’s un-
identified four types be from Toulon?

Another matter is not as yet explained. In my book, I show a number of
covers with both a French *‘Poste Navale'’ ecancellation and another of the
“U.S. Navy.”” For instance, Figs. 15A and 15B, and Fig. 26 are such ex-
amples. T find no explanation for the U.S. Navy caneellation.

But in doing this checking, I did come upon one interesting matter,
thanks to Mr. Dupont. Fig. 29 is a cover illustrated in my book eancelled
Febroary 7, 1945 from the ‘‘Richelien’ with the tombstone British ecensor
marking. The battleship’s log shows that the ‘‘Richelien’” was in Gibraltar
from January 25, 1945 to February 13, 1945. This most likely explains this
British eensor marking.

Cheeking further on my Fig. 29 cover, I got lost. It was my Type 4, the
third most common one, or Mr. Dupont’s unidentified Type VII. How was the
French sailors’ mail handled in Gibraltar? Was it sent to Casablanca? If so,
according to Mr. Dupont’s findings the U.S. should have censored it. But
Fig. 29 has two RF’s, my types I and 4, or Mr. Dupont’s Type T of Casablanca
and his Type VII, unidentified.

Conclusion

Mr. Henry Dupont of France has started something with his booklet. Now
1 shall, as he suggests, have to study many ““RF’ covers to see how their
cancellations and types tally with the records he uncovered in France. He is
right when he said that the ‘‘delayed mail system’’ complicates matters. But
it explains the big time gap between two cancellations on many covers.

The trouble now is the Atlantic Ocean. In France, there are some in-
formative records of the Freneh Navy during World War IT for use on air
mail to America. Consequently, most of the ““RF " covers remained here in
colleetions, as the mail eame here. Besides, it takes time to translate from
French into English. In other words, it would be much more practical if Mr.
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Dupont and I were nearby, to work together.

But at this point, independently, Mr. Dupont and I must proceed with fur-
ther research. He should re-examine his identification of the Types, especially his
Type VII. He has to document his identification showing clearly, for example,
how Type T1I is from the Algiers naval base, while Type IV is from the Bone
F.P.O.

On my part, I have to cheek many eovers to see if the Freneh Naval postal
directives do help in this identification. There should be a rather general
pattern.  Mr. Dupont and 1 agree that there will be exceptions, because not
every mail clerk exactly followed the instructions. Therefore, this may be ex-
plained by human error.

As | said previously, at last, a dedicated French philatelist did some im-
portant research on these “RF’ overprints. Bien fait, mon ami, Monsieur
Henri Dupont! (H. M. G.)

Obituary
Albert Philip Cohen 1910-1966

Corresponding Seeretary and a member of the Board of Directors of
AERO PHILATELISTS since 1961, as well as the President of the New York Chapter
from 1962 until his death on February 22, 1966 does not begin to convey an
accurate idea of the innumerable services Albert Philip Cohen had rendered to
our organization.

Albert Philip Cohen was British born —in London on April 30, 1910.
He eame to the United States in 1922 and resided in New York City. He went
into business here, and at the time of his death was the president of the National
Gasket & Washer Manufacturing Co. Ine. of New York, N.Y.

His two favorite stamp ecollections had a British affiliation. He formed a
collection of the U.K. 1911 London-Windsor Coronation Flight and the India
1911 Allahabad First Official air mail. These were displayed at the Collectors
Club and also the latter was exhibited in the recent international air post ex-
hibitions in Belgium, Holland and West Berlin. It won a silver medal each
vear.

He just liked to colleet anything and everything — stamps, covers, car-
toons, old books, maps, prints and pietures. His knowledge of Shakespeare
was exceptional. He spoke so quietly; no one ever recalls him raising his voice.

AERO PHILATELISTS was not the only stamp organization in which he was a
member and rendered service. He was an active member of the Collectors
Club. He was the mainstay in the formation of the American branch of the
Cinderella Stamp Club. A good part of its growth over here was due to him.
He liked the Essay-Proof and the Judaica Historieal Society’s meetings here
at the Collectors Club.

Attempting to deseribe his work with young underprivileged boys is like
trying to pour a quart bottle into a cocktail glass. He, along with his wife,
Esther, adopted thousands of boys all over the world. The intense interest he
showed in this, as well as the time and money spent, is ineredible. He never
bragged about this; in faet, he seldom even mentioned it.

To write that Albert Philip Cohen will be missed is an understatement.
Besides his wife, he is survived by his mother, a brother, sister and a son hy
a previous marriage. (H. M. G.)
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INTERNATIONAL AIRMAIL &
AEROSPACE EXHIBITION
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Co-Chairmen: Executive Director:
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JUNE 10-12. 1966
New York City

Full Details Available From:

INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITIONS, Inc.
I7 East 45th Street — New York, N.Y. 10017
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AEROPEX and the
6th FISA CONGRESS
June 7 through June 13

in New York

9 Famous International Judges

A panel of nine judges, five from
overseas and four from the United
States, was announced by Herbert
Rosen, Executive Director for AERO-
PEX, to be held from June 10-12 at the
Americana Hotel in New York City:

Herbert J. Bloch (New York, U.S. A.): Head of the Friedl Expert Com-
mittee; Chairman of Judges for **Curiosa,”” Holland 1961 as well as
for **Luposta,”” Germany 1962,

Ilia Braunstein (Brussels, Belgium): President of the Societe Aerophi-
lateque Belge: Member of the F.I.S. A, Presidium: recipient of the
Bohn Memorial Award 1966.

Henry M. Goodkind (New York, U.S.A.): Member of the Expert Com-
mittee of the Philatelic Foundation; recipient of the Lichtenstein
Memorial Award 1963 and the Bohn Memorial Award 1962; Signer
of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists; Editor of the ** Aero Philate-
list Annals’’ and the **Collectors’ Club Philatelist.””

H. R. Holmes (Lymington, England): Immediate Past President of the
Royal Philatelie Society, London; former Curator of the British Mu-
seum ; Signer of the Roll of Distinguished Philatelists; Member of the
Expert Committee of the Royal Philatelic Society.

Alvaro Bonilla Lara (Santiago, Chile): Editor of **Chile Filatelico;™
recipient of the Lichtenstein Memorial Award 1965.

Stanley K. Rice (Greenwich, Conn., U.S. A.): Past President of Aero
Philatelists; Treasurer of the Philatelie Foundation.

Ira Seebacher (Roslyn, N.Y., U.8. A.): Past President of Aero Philate-
lists; Authority on topieal and sports philately.

Hermann W, Sieger (Loreh, Germany): Publisher of the Sieger cata-
logues; authority on Zeppelin and other air mail.

Laslo Steiner (Budapest, Hungary) :  Member of the International Associ-
ation of Philatelic Experts (AIEP) ; General Secretary of the National
Federation of Hungarian Philatelists: Member of F. L. 8. A. Presidium.

AEROPEX Medals

The design of the attractive AEROPEX medals struck in gold, silver and
bronze, is illustrated above. The awards were cereated by the Medallic Arts
Company, of New York, one of the leading eraftsmen of the world.

dero Philatelist Annals 97



98

IF YOU HAVE STAMPS TO SELL...

You should know what people have to say
about H. E. HARRIS & CO.

A retired dealer-collector from Miami, Florida says:
"No dealer could have given me more, nor paid me so prom ptl_y.”

FREDERIUK A. NEW MAN
Ha

stiami, Florids PR

B(.'.iﬁmy Mass. 02117

Frederick A. Newman
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please geel free to do 8O

Most gincerely,

FOR YOUR OWN PROTECTION

To replenish our extensive retail stocks we are constantly buying

— at generous prices — collections and accumulations made by
stamp collectors provided they are worth $100 or more .

... Our
free appraisals, good prices, and prompt payments — with no
haggling or delays — have made us innumerable friends among
collectors with stamps to sell . . . . Send only 25¢ for this booklet
of valuable information, “If You Have Stamps to Sell,” and read
it for your own protection before disposing of your collection.

H. E. HARRIS & CO. BOSTON, MASS. 02117
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Sensational Attraction

The most sensational exhibit, and
one which will be the eenter of attrae-
tion of the forthecoming International
Air Mail and Aerospace Exhibition,
AEROPEX, being held at the Ameri-
cana Hotel from June 10-12; will be a
single frame dedieated to the famous
24¢ inverted center 1918 air mail stamp
of the United States.

At least eight copies—on loan
from different collectors — will be on
g - display, in addition to the only existing

die proof sheet of the Post Office De-
partment of Washington, D.C. This
latter display will also feature the other
P two 1918 air mail stamps, as well as
separate proofs of the 24e stamp show-
1 ing the frame and the plane separately
FYPAMCEE BRat OF TR CReT OYRAT (see illustration).

Taking into eonsideration the faet
that this stamp has sold at recent aue-
tions for between $15,000 and $18,000,
and also that this die proof is the only one in existence, the value of this unusual
one frame is set at around $250,000.

Of course, this unique display of the 24-cent air mail invert will be specially
ouarded at AEROPEX. But in any ecase, since Henvy M. Goodkind, the out-
standing authority on this specific item, has registered each copy by plating
the complete sheet of 100, each stamp ean now be readily recognized whenever
it comes on the market.

The story of this unique stamp is one that every ecolleetor dreams about,
but seldom realizes as an actuality. On Tuesday, May 14, 1918, a Washington,
D.C. stamp colleetor made a routine
visit to his local post office to purchase
some of the new 24e¢ air mail stamps
to be used on the first New York-Phila-
delphia-Washington air mail route. He
was told that only a few of these stamps
were on hand. Examination by the
colleetor revealed that these stamps on
hand were poorly centered.

Sinee the postal elerk told him that
additional stamps were expected later
in the day, at noon, the collector de-
cided to return. When he did, and
once again asked for the new 24e¢ air
mail, the clerk, totally unaware of the
historie printing error, casually handed
him a full sheet — of inverts! The
collector almost fainted, but somehow
managed to pay the $24 cost and to ask
clerk for additional sheets.

An  examination of all the 24e
sheets at this post office, and a subse-

7
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qent frantie seaveh of all the post office branches in Washington, D.C., as well
as all in New York and Philadelphia, failed to turn up any additional sheets
with inverted eenters. In less than a week, the complete sheet was sold for
$15,000 to Col. E. H. R. Green.

First Letter Recovered From Outer Space

The flrst mail recovered from Outer Space is a letter enclosed in a capsule
on board Discoverer XVII that was suceessfully launched by the United States
Air Foree at 12:43 P.M. PTS on November 15, 1960. This is addressed to Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower at The White House, Washington, D.C., from Post-
master General Arthur E. Summerfield. It states in part:

““It is a rare privilege to send to you, with my compliments, this first Air
Mail letter from Outer Space.  This letter was placed in the nose of a Discoverer
Satellite which was triggered over Alaska and recovered after it had eireled the
earth in orbit seventeen times at a height of four hundred miles.™”

The initial plan was to recover the eapsule on the seventeenth pass around
the world. After the thirteenth pass, however, due to the excellent performance
of the vehiele, a deeision was made to extend the duration of the test. Therefore,
on the thirty-first pass, after traveling approximately one million miles, the cap-
sule from **Discoverer XVII™" was released from the orbiting satellite at 2:30
P.M. PST.

The existence of this first mail recovered from Outer Space has been un-
known until now. President Dwight D. Eisenhower has graciously consented —
through the cooperation of Mr. Irwin Heiman, the well-known New York City
stamp auctioneer — to display this prized letter for the first time at the forth-
coming AEROPEX Exhibition. (Illustrated on the bottom of page 99.)

I MEETING NOTICES I
Il Chapter No. 1 — New York, N.Y. “
|“| Meets second Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the m'
% Collectors Club, 22 East 35th St., New York, N. Y. o
|:.: Chapter No. 5 — Philadelphia, Pa. -I.I
[_' Meets third Thursday each month at 8:00 P. M. in the |

Liberty Federal Savings & Loan Assn., 202 North Broad o
St., Philadelphia, Pa. “

“. No meetings are held during July or August |__]
” Members, friends, guests, and all interested collectors I
b are cordially welcome “
NEENENE =" :-:%:-:E:-:E:-‘E:-:E:-:E:-:::-:E:-:=:-:=I:|°:[
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Book and Catalogue Reviews

(The first two reviews are reprinted by permission from the COLLECTORS CLUB PHILA-
TELIST, bi-monthly magazine of the Collectors Club, 22 East 35 Street, New York, N. Y. 10016.)

["nited States. The 5¢ Beacon Air Mail Stamp of 1928 by Henry M. Goodkind.
62 pages, 90 illustrations. Collectors Club Handbook Number 19, published
under the auspices of the Theodore E. Steinway Memorial Publieation Fund
(1965). The Collectors Club, 22 East 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10016.
Price $2.00.

This is an interesting exposition into the history, manufacture and use of
an inexpensive air mail stamp. It illustrates the prineiple that a common stamp
can merit the attention of serious philatelie investigation and that much profit
can be gained from it. The fact that this was a two eolor stamp done with
the old printing method — a two separate flat-bed operation — served to invite
endless variations in its manufacture. A perfeet example of this stamp is
diffienlt to find.

Mr. Goodkind enumerated the plates used. Also he tabulates the engravers,
siderogrpahers and platemakers engaged in its produetion.

Of particular interest is the section on plates and their varieties. TIllus-
trated are worn plates, recuts, seratehes and the amazing “‘ Blue Moon,”" “‘Open
Door,”" and **Worn Tower’’ varieties. Plate flaws produced comic ‘“plane drop-
ping a bomhb,”” one in blue, the other in red. Nothing is missed; there is a
plane *‘shooting a rocket,’’ a plate variety.

Poor registration and shifts give us the plane flying in all imaginable diree-

RTTITTHTE TR S T S TUTHTTTTE STV o DT & T S AT TR T TN & TTRTTETTIN & [T AT

o

At Public Auction — JUNE 7th and 8th

A Sale of Selected Lots
of Worldwide

Rare and Valuable

AIRPOST
Stamps and Covers
Almost every lot is illustrated

Deluxe Catalog on Request

(overseas by air $1.00)

IRWIN HEIMAN

2 WEST 46th STREET & NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
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tions. Poor centering in this stamp reminds us of the late Stephen G. Rich,
who had a colleetion of badly eentered stamps. He would have prized the
Beacon air mail for this. They are awful.

The thoroughness of Mr. Goodkind’s research is illustrated by mentioning
the extent of his inquiries. Proofs, essays and a wide variety of covers are
shown together with those illustrating multiple rates, special flights, and use
with foreign stamps. A comprehensive chapter on eaneellations and precancels
is most illuminating.

Mr. Goodkind states: “‘There was one primary objeet in writing this
article. Tt was to demonstrate what eould be done with a specialized colleetion
of a single stamp, and a relatively eommon one, at that.”

““It is believed, however, that all of the more important aspeets of this one
air mail stamp have been covered.™

We agree with this statement. (Albert Philip Cohen)

The National Aeronautical Collections. Tenth Edition, 1965 by Paul E. Garber.
152 pages. Profusely illustrated with 16-page Index. Paper cover. Published
by The Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. Price $2.00,

This is a fine, detailed deseription of our National Air Museum in The
Smithsonian Institution. Its author is the museum’s Head Curator and His-
torian.

After a short foreword about the history of the museum, this book eom-
menees with brief references to man's first attempt to fly back in ancient times.
It proceeds with a good digest of the history of aeronauties and accompanied by
many illustrations of flving machines, their inventors and pilots. The illustra-
tions are the best part of this book.

As an aero-philatelist of many years, this reviewer has read a number of
books on aeronauties to gain a good historical background about the air post
stamps he colleets.  This 1965 hook is not as comprehensive nor as detailed as
some of the others. Nevertheless, even with its shorter passages, it is still eom-
prehensive and aecurate.

Also, one must realize that sinee this is the history of our National Air
Museum, most of the text is devoted to American aviation with fewer or some-
times no references to foreign achievements. For instance, in deseribing T. C.
Lowe’s military balloon observations during the Civil War, no mention is made
of the presence of a yvoung aeronaut sent here by Prussia to study Lowe’s bal-
loon flights. This was Count Ferdinand von Zeppelin, who later built and fiew
his airships based upon much he had seen and learned in the United States.

This omission is understandable, because in our National Air Museum, one
looks for some memorabilia from Professor T. C. Lowe, which were well des-
cribed.  But Zeppelin's relies logically should be in a German museum and,
therefore, outside of the scope of this book. There are, however, many faetual,
although short, references to a number of foreign aeronauts and their machines
such as the Brazilian, Santos-Dumont; the German, Otto Lilienthal and the
French, Bleriot.

There is one inconsequential slip in this book. This reviewer noticed it,
heeause for vears he has puzzled over the correet spelling of air mail. He has
seen it spelt as one word (airmail), hyphenated (air-mail), or as two words
(air mail), our preference, because this is the spelling on our stamps. On page
54, ome finds both “‘air mail” and “‘air-mail.”” This is not the first time that
this inconsistency was observed; “‘The New York Times' and ‘‘Life’’ magazine
did the same a few years ago.
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This book is recommended to any eollector interested in aero-philately for
helpful historical background material. The hundreds of illustrations alone
make this a book well worth having. It is an execellent substitute for a visit
to the museum in Washington, D.(.  From personal experience, this reviewer
spent a half-day there a few years ago: after reading this book, he realizes how
much he missed. It is hoped to make another visit to the National Air Museum
soon along with this book as a handy guide. (H. M. G.)

The Lonely Sea & the Sky, The Autobiography of Francis Chichester. Pub-
lished by Coward-MeMann Ine. 352 pages, illustrated. Priee $6.95.

We shall always be indebted to Commander Sir Walter Windham R.N. for
having written his ** Waves, Wheels, Wings.”” (Hutehinson, London). In his
book this air pioneer gave us a firsthand account of his activities in organizing
the history-making, ‘‘ Allahabad-Naini flights'' and the ‘‘Coronation flights"
both in 1911.

Now, Francis Chichester allows us to share with him all the exeitement
and suspense of his many adventures, especially the exploits and perils of his
pioneer flights. Mr. Chichester is remembered hest philatelically for his flight
in June, 1931, from New Zealand to Australia across the treacherous Tasman
Sea: also his dangerous long-distance solo flight from Australia to Japan in
July, 1931 is known to flight cover specialists. Largely self-taught, he flew
also from England to Australia. He improvised navigation aids and rebuilt
his tiny plane when disaster hit.

WE WILL PAY FULL CATALOG
FOR YOUR “SPAIN"

Naturally, not for every single stamp, but—believe it or not, there
are quite a few!

We are especially interested in: U.S. Constitution (585c, d)
Defense of Madrid (CBéb, ¢, d, Bl06a, c)
and will pay FULL SCOTT, 1966 for a very fine copy

Please offer or mail us other Spanish sheets, better singles or sets,
covers, collections, wholesale lots, ete. (also unlisted proois, errors, etc.)

Immediate cash—Your stamps will be held intact pending acceptance.
No appraisal charge. Returned insured at our expense.

Yes, we are also interested in other countries, at top prices.

S. SEREBRAKIAN, Inc.

P. O. Box 448 Monroe, N. Y. 10950
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In 1960, turning to the sea, he followed the spirit of Capt. Joshua Slocum
by sailing the Atlantie alone. After being named *‘Yachtsman of the Year,”’
he raced his own time aeross the Atlantie reducing his own previous record by
seven days. Again in 1964, he raced alone across the **Big Pond.”

He migrated from England to New Zealand, where he worked as a gold
prospector, farmer, coal miner and amateur boxer. Te served with the RAF
as a navigation expert during the last World War.

Most collectors’ knowledge of their aero-philatelic covers is sterile and
barven, restrieted to the impersonal listings found in catalogues. In this book,
we feel the vital human quality of trial and error, and eventually of achieve-
ment, as well as the striving that makes possible the aceomplishment of find-
ing and traversing new horizons. This book is recommended to all, admiring
the indefatigable and indomitable will of a man who has assailed the elements
and won. (Albert Philip Cohen)

Schweizerischer Luftpost-Katalog, 1965 edition. Edited and published by the
Schweiz Aero-Philatelistenverein, Zurich, Switzerland. 225 pages. Tllustrated.
German text. Paper cover, ring binder.

Our member, Roland Kohl, sent us a copyv of this latest Swiss air mail
catalogue. It is elearly printed and neatly thumb-indexed into fifteen different
categories. These are:

1. Index 2. First fiights 3. First direct express and night flights 5. For-
eign societies” first flights 5. Swiss society’s first flights 6. First Jet flights

A New Book
AERO PHILATELIST ANNALS

Volumes 9, 10, 11 Bound
(The Green Book)

Price $15

still available

Blue Book Vols. 1-2
Red Book Vols. 3-5
Brown Book Vols. 6-8 .

Black Book Complete 8 Vols.
AERO PHILATELIST'S NEWS

Order and remit 1o:

AERO PHILATELISTS

22 East 35 Street
New York. N.Y. 10016

Jic 8o S o §ow S o d o e o 0w 0w f e 0w e e e e e e e e
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7. Special semi-officials and trial flights 8. Crash covers 9. Zeppelin flights
10. Pioneer and regular flights and postmarks 11. Vignettes and labels 12. Can-
cellations 13. Official foreign cancellations 14. Supplementary eancellations
and 15. Historical seetion.

It is written in German, but is not diffieult to follow due to very elear
illustrations and orderly listings. For a thorough knowledge of Swiss air mail,
this catalogue is highly recommended. (R. H. Shrady M.D.)

The Postal Markings of Spain. Billig’'s Handbook on Postmarks, Volume 13
by Theo. Van Dam. 74 pages, 264 illustrations and 6 maps. Paper cover.
Published by Fritz Billig, 168-39 Highland Avenue, Jamaiea, N.Y. 11432,
Price $4.00,

Mr. Theo. Van Dam of New York is a young man, who has impressed the
Metropolitan philatelic cireles with his enthusiasm and knowledge of Spanish
stamps. He is commeneing to record this. It is fortunate because practically
nothing about Spain has been written in English, especially after the early
Classic issues. Up to now, if one wanted some information about Spain, he
had to consult philatelic literature written in Spanish. If you ecannot read
this language, this it not easy, as this reviewer can attest.

In this 74-page book on the postal markings of Spain, slightly more than
two are given to air mail. But this is not a fault. Spain has used the same
air mail eancellation sinee she introduced her first air post stamps in 1920,
There has been no great variation, and few changes in the ‘‘correo aereo’’
cancellations.

VATICAN CITY COVERS

Bolaffi's Prices in [ )

#14 Provisional on First flt. cover : 50.00
47-54 Catholic Press (120.00) 95.00
55-60 on ro letter Arch. Conx ¢ (656.00) 60.00
81-67 'i-‘rn.nce lntems'num - - (20.00) 14.00
72-76 M’edl.llionu - e (12.00) 10.00
122-131, El1-12 Basilicas- Exp (270.00) P.O.R.
132-139 Hol . . . (90.00) 50.00
s e teoe

- — a o umption g 5
145-48 — Pope Plus X . (175.00) 90.00
149-5683 Calchedon . . (160.00) $0.00
166 — Roman States (27.00) 20.00
165A — Roman States souvenlr sheet h (90.00) 60.00
166-67 Maria Goretti bbb P el (27.00) 17.60
158-68, E13-14 Popes & Basilicas - Exp. et eereab et sanis (30.00) 25.00
239-42 — Brussels Fair - R .00) 18.00
242A — Brussels Fair souvenir sheet i e 20.00) 22.50
C9-15 2nd Airmail . &5 (40.00) 35.00
C16-17 — Toblas .. ... . ; (1000.00) P. O. R.
C18-19 UPU (400.00) P. O. R,
C20-21 registered with cachel. (400.00) P. O. R.
C22.23 — Dome I ... et i e (160.00) 80.00
C24.32 — Angels (32,00) 30.00
C33.34 Dome II (hl h values) =0l - (50 00) 35.00
C45-46 Archangel ( Lﬁh values) i e 25.00
C45.46 Archangel with designer aulogra.ph : R 45.00

PENNY BLACK STAMP CO.
P.O. Box 57 Dumont, N. J.

8. L. Bayer, Prop. Member Aero Philatelists, Collectors Club, ASDA.
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Fourteen different air mail markings are deseribed, while nine are illus-
trated. At this book’s end, a short reference is made to the speeial commemora-
tive cancellations used on issues like the Red Cross, Goyva and Columbus in the
1920°s and 1930°s.

In his biblography at the end, I notiee that Mr. Van Dam did not mention
Vol. 1, Number 1 of the AErRo PHILATELIST ANNALS. In the first number of
this magazine, I wrote about these special commemorative eancellations used
on air mail. The information was based on that furnished me by the well-
known Spanish philatelist, the late Manuel Galvez of Madrid.

One of the main purposes of my 1953 article was to call attention to fh
widespread practice of selling Spanish air mail stamps with counterfeit cancella-
tions.  For example, the 1930 Goya issue is searce postally used; the stamps
on flown covers are rave. Therefore, fraudulent eancellations arve plentiful.

Some notes about these counterfeit eancellations in this book would have
bheen useful. But this omission, although regrettable, does not affeet the overall
worth of Mr. Van Dam’s book. It is a fine reference work and should arouse
interest beeause of the growing popularity of Spanish philately. (H. M. &.)

Rocket Mail Catalogue. Second Supplement to Billig's Catalogue, Volume 8
by Dr. Max Kronstein. Published by Fritz Billig, Jamaica, N. Y. Sales Agent
HJMR Co., P.O. Box 2368, Miami Beach, Fla. 33140. Price $3.50.

Fritz Billig tells me that this marks his finale as a philatelic book pub-
lisher. Many will join me in regretting this, because for more than twenty-
five years Mr. Billig has brought out some fine reference works. As most
know, he is a stamp dealer. Besides, to publish literature shows an extra
devotion to philately. Especially eommendable with most Billig books is that
they seldom were on very popular subjeets. Thus, the profit motive was not
what compelled Mr. Billig to publish his literature.

Rocket mail, when T first collected, was not even considered a **Cinderella’™
of aero-philately, it was practically a joke. Because all the rocket flights were
private experiments, any adhesives issued and used never got into a standard
catalogue. Being private labels, T often heard them referred to as “‘rackets’’
rather than *‘rockets.”’

But thanks to the space flights and the astronauts, rocket mail now assumes
the same status that the U. S. Loeal Stamps have in U. 8. philatelv. Not being
government mail nor official stamps, no one ean find out about rocket mail
and stamps in the ecatalogues. Consequently, this book is useful because it
fills a gap.

Calling it a “‘ecatalogue,”’ however, is a misnomer; there are no prices.
This is too bad, beeause T would have liked to have had some indieation of the
present market on this rocket material.

There is another eriticism. The English is quite involved; it does not
make for easy reading and elear understanding. It is unfortunate that some
helpful editing had not been done. These, however, are lesser faults. The
important matter with this booklet is that it supplies original information, not
to be found in any other English-language works. (H. M. .)
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UNITED STATES
The Special Delivery Markings
On 1918 Air Mail Covers

By WILLIAM H. MILLER, Jr.

This article is written as an attempt to correet certain misconeeptions
avising from a lack of understanding of the speeial delivery markings on
United States air mail covers during the 1918 period. We readily admit that,
when we first beeame interested in these air mail covers, our own lack of
knowledge of these markings led to erroncous conelusions. That others have
shared the same experienee is indieated by the oceasional appearanee of mistakes
about speeial delivery markings in varvious other philatelie publieations.

The first United States air mail stamp (Seott No. (3, Sanabria No. 1)
was issued on May 13, 1918, to pay the 24-cent per ounce rate established for
mail carried by airplane. The first flights on this new air mail service took
place on May 15, 1918, between Washington, D.C., Philadelphia and New York.
Effective July 15, 1918, the rate was reduced to 16 eents; the second United
States air mail stamp (Scott No. ('2, Sanabria No. 2) was issued to conform to
the new rate. The 16 eent rate was in effect until December 15, 1918, when
it was reduced to 6 cents.

Cover showing the special record number in the upper left corner. The insert in the lower left
corner is of the backstamp of the receiving office. [(Fhotos by Boutrells)

Aero Philatelist Annals 107



Included in both the 24-cent and 16-cent rates, as established by Congress
and the subsequent orders of the Postmaster General, was a 10-cent fee to be
applied for speecial delivery serviee. With the advent of the 6-cent rate, special
delivery serviee was no longer accorded to mail earried by airplane. Thus, it
was only during the seven-month period from May 15, 1918 to December 15,
1918, that all air mail also ineluded speecial delivery mail.  From this resulted
the various special markings, the subjeet of this article.

Before opening this diseussion, it might be interesting for the reader to
note here that our first two air mail stamps provide the first example in
United States postal history where stamps have heen issued for a dual postal
role. They accounted for, not only the prepayment of the air mail rate, but
also the special delivery fee as well. On no other oceasion has a speeial serviee
fee been incorporated into either first-class or air mail postage.®

It should he emphasized at the beginning that the delivery of all air mail
letters, upon their arrival at the receiving post office, operated entirely under
the long-established strueture of the speeial delivery serviee. A letter posted
by air during the period under consideration received the usual special delivery
markings at the receiving office; it was finally taken to the addressee by a
speeial messenger.

It becomes important, therefore, to understand the operation of the special
delivery serviee, For that purpose, a brief summary of this follows to help
understand the markings found on air mail eovers.

Special Delivery Service

Special delivery serviee was instituted in the United States on October 1,
1885, in order to provide a means for faster delivery of mail, if the sender so
desired. Under the original instruetions to the post offices, as promulgated by
the Postmaster General, the following procedures were to apply.

Upon receipt of speecial delivery mail, the receiving post office was to
immediately apply a receiving mark to each letter showing the date, time and
office of receipt. Next, the letters were to be numbered and recorded in a
hook speeifically kept for that purpose. The mail was then given to the special
messengers who were dispatehed to deliver it.  Upon their return, the messengers
would note in the recordbook the delivery, or reason for non-delivery, of the
letters entrusted to them.

These instruetions formed the basie strueture for the operation of the
special delivery system, and the markings developed from them survive, in
some instances, up to the present time. In the ensuing years following the
establishment of the system, great latitude was allowed the various post offices
in working out their own procedures to best expedite the speedier delivery of
mail. Both this latitude along with the experience gained, as the system de-
veloped and matured, resulted in widespread differences among the individual
post offices and their substations in the methods used. This further resulted
in the large variety of the basic markings used in the various post offices —
intriguing to the special delivery enthusiast, but often confusing to one un-
familiar with this area.

From this deseription of the post office operations, let us return now to
the air mail covers of the 1918 period, and to a specific examination of the
backstamps, record numbers and other special markings.

The Receiving Postmark
The great majority of ecovers earried by air mail in 1918, during the

*In 1934 and 1936, a 16-cent air mail speeial delivery stump was issued (Seott CE1-2),
carrying both the inseription “‘air mail’* and *‘special delivery.”’
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This cover shows both the special delivery record number and a distinct "Fee Claimed™ marking.

period of the 24-cent and 16-cent rates, bear the most fundamental of speeial
delivery markings — the receiving backstamp. These are the most varied in
types of the markings — from the eireular die handstamp of the smaller post
offices to the cancelling machine types employed where the volume of speeial
delivery mail was partieularly high. Many offices used the three or four-line
rubber handstamp, with its essential information as to time of receipt written
in manuseript in its proper place. This handstamp, usnally found in magenta,
is most familiar to air mail colleetors on covers addressed to the Boston area.

Then, there was the clock face receiving mark, often black in eolor, also
found in various sizes, with its hands indicating time of receipt.

Although the great majority of the backstamps arve found on the back of
covers, the handstamps, clock markings, and oeeasionally others, are found on
the front as well. These marks are of great importance to the air mail collector,
hecause the knowledge of the time of arrival of a letter at a post office is often
essential in determining whether, and on what date, a letter was flown. In
itself, this is a large topie, whieh, although of great significance, is beyond the
scope of the present artiele. It will have to await a later date for exploration.
It is only important to note that the presence of these backstamps is due to
the special delivery nature of the early air mail.

The Record Numbers

As indicated previously, the record numbers were a means of tabulating
the speeial delivery letters received at a particular office.  While the original
instruetions did not so speeify, later regulations directed the numbering to be
carried out on a quarterly basis. These instruection, too, were modified by
experience. In the larger offices, numbering often was kept on a daily basis.
There is, unfortunately, no classifieation possible here. Each office did as it
saw best. Thus, one finds an air mail cover addressed to New York on June 3
bearing the number “*57136,”" and a second one addressed to the same city on
June 6 with the number **211."" The ecovers merely went to different sub-
stations. whiech used their own numbering systems.

As to the method of numbering, many offices made use of a consecutive
numbering device. These were also often offices, where the numbering system
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was based on a longer term, and higher numbers may be expected. Buf many
offices continued to do their numbering in manuseript.

Again classification is diffienlt. One finds automatic numbering devices as
well as manuseript from different branch stations in the same eity. Ineident-
ally, where a one digit or two digit numbers or initials arve found just beneath
the record number, these are the identifieation marks of an individual special
delivery messenger,

Avound the year 1915, the vecord numbers began to be discontinued in
various offices.  Thus, by 1918, the eolleetor will find air mail covers both with
and without a number, depending entively upon whether they were still heing
applied in the offiece of rveceipt. The majority of 1918 covers seen by this
writer, do still bear a number.

The record number is perhaps the greatest trap for the air mail cover
colleetor. 1t is often incorreetly assumed that this nmumber relates in some
way to the air mail serviee, as some past writings on the 1918 air post stamps
have stated. To the eontrary, it has nothing whatsoever to do with air mail.
The number is not an indieation of the quantity of eovers earried on a particular
day’s flight, as many seem to believe.  Indeed, it was only after the letter had
left the air mail phase of its voyage that the number was even applied. Fur-
thermore, the absence of a number is emphatically not an indieation that a
cover did not flv. Sueh an absence merely signifies that numbers were not
being applied to letters delivered from a partienlar office, which had dis-
continued this practice before 1918,

One final word of eaution with reference to the speeial delivery number-
ing deviee. The registry system of the United States Post Office also applies
numbers to registered mail entrusted to it.  These numbers are applied at the
sending offices, not at the reeciving post offices, whieh apply the speecial delivery
numbers.  Confusion arises at times in the minds of ecollectors between these
two numbering systems. We merely wish here to eaution collectors against
mistaking a registry with a speeial delivery number, and visa versa. All
registered mail always will bear a number, as well as the usual notice of
registration.  As previously explained, not all speeial delivery mail will be
found with numbers during the 1918 period. Air mail collectors tend some-
times to confuse those speeial delivery numbers that are found with registry
numbers.  Also, they mistakenly assume that a cover has been registered merely
heeause it bears a number,

“Fee Claimed” Postmark

A brietf word about the varicus **Fee Claimed’ markings often found on
air mail covers of 1918, Again we find a wide variety of such markings, the
most ecommon of whieh is **Fee Claimed At Office Of First Address.”” While
the special delivery speeialist has a field day with the many types of this post-
mark, the air mail colleetor need not he too eoncerned with this marking.

THE FIRST AIR MAIL STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES
By Henry M. Goodkind

This booklet of 12 pages with 8 exceptional illustrations offers information which
few know about our first air stamp, the famous 24c red and blue stamp of 1918. Price
$1.00 postpaid.

Aero Philatelists, Inc. 22 East 35 Street New York, N. Y. 10016
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“Fee Claimed ™ is merely an aceconnting indieator that a specifie post office is
to be eredited with the delivery, or attempted delivery, of a letter. In most
instances, this will be the receiving post office of the addressee on the letter.

It is interesting to note here that, if a delivery attempt is made but fails,
due to one of many reasons, the special delivery status no longer exists; the
letter is treated as any other first-class mail matter. If the letter should be
forwarded, for example, it will not receive speeial delivery treatment in the
next post office to whieh it is sent. Once again, on 1918 air mail covers the
marking “*Fee Claimed,” or one of its variants, may not he present. There
is no particular significanee from an air mail point of view to be attributed to
its presence or absence.

“Special Delivery” Notation

One marking that may avouse interest on air mail covers is that of the
actual **Special Delivery’ notiee sometimes found on the front of a cover.
This is the only marking that was not applied by the reeeiving office, being
affixed either privately by the sender or publicly by the sending office.

In the ecarly days of speeial delivery serviee, such a marking was quite
uncommon. It was assumed that the speeial delivery stamp would be sufficient
notiee to postal anthorities of the special nature of the letter. In Mareh of
1907, however, regular postage stamps were permitted to be used for payvment
of the speeial delivery fee, provided that a letter was marked **Special De-
livery.”"  After that date, suech a marking became more common on all special
delivery mail.  On the air mail covers of 1918, however, rarely is this marking
found. Presumably, the 1918 24-cent or 16-cent stamp was considered suffi-
cient notice of the speeial delivery serviee to be provided.

The Absence Of Markings

Mention should be made of one troublesome post office in conneetion with
the various markings diseussed. That office was Washington, D.C. Unfor-
tunately for air mail collectors, Washington, D.C., a terminus on the first air
mail route, was one of the post offices, which by 1918, consistently did not
apply any of the speeial delivery markings. We have mentioned thronghout
this article that the evolution of the service left many gaps. Washington, D.C.
is one.  Fortunate is the owner of a 1918 air mail eover with Washington, D.C.
backstamps.  They do exist, but they are far from commaon.

In eonclusion, the writer would like to emphasize that, in dealing with
the air mail covers of the 1918 period, and more particularly with reference
to the speeial delivery markings on those covers, we are confronted with a
minute period in the history of the speeial delivery service. Also, as we have
noted, that period was one of change. If the reader has looked for eategoriza-
tion, he will have found none. The loeal nature of the applieation of the
special markings prohibits any attempt at such a scheme of elassification. I
is hoped, however, that a broad enough outline has been presented to prevent
misunderstandings about markings found on the 1918 air mail covers, and that
those markings will not be allowed to further confuse inquiries into the basice
understanding of the operations of the first United States air mail system.
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BELGIUM

December 3, 1930 Was The First Day
Of the Belgian Congo Flight Stamp

By DR. ALBERT C. BAUGH

In the July 1965 number of this magazine (Vol. XIII, No. 1), there was
an article about the first day of sale of the Belgian air mail stamp issued in
1930 for the speeial flight from Belgium to Leopoldville, Belgian Congo (Seott
(5, Sanabria No. 5). The author, Mr. Henry M. Goodkind, showed where in
various catalogues, four different dates of issne were listed.

The article coneluded that based upon inqguiry from aero-philatelic stu-
dents in Belgium, the correct first day of sale was December 3, 1930,

BEITGIOL

PAR AVION
PER VLIEGTUIG

[Phote by Boutrelle)

The illustrated cover is in my collection. The three cancellations all are
dated ‘‘Brussels December 3, 1930."° This cover, therefore, substantiates De-
cember 3, 1930 as the first day of issue.

As seen by the rectangular cachet, this cover was on the special Congo
flight. It has two backstamps — Leopoldville, December 15 and Elizabethville,
December 16, 1930.
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ARNCOLD L. YATES
12 MERCER AVENUE
HARTEDALE, N. Y. 10830
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perfectly.
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bers of your staff, particularly Miss Mahoney,and I
wish you would thank them for me.

Sincerely yours,
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Sanabria 1966
The World Airmail Catalogue

More than 1300 pages
7500 illustrations!

The new World Airmail Catalogue is now ready. This, the most inform-
ative catalogue in the world, has been completely revised and updated.
Extras that you will get in the new Sanabria include:
o lllustrations of all face different stamps . . . a help to all collectors and a
necessity for Topical collectors.
» Souvenir sheets illustrated and priced.

e Covers listed — of great importance; a stamp on cover can be worth many
times more than the same stamp off cover.

¢ Quantities of stamps issued are given when known.
» Proofs, essays and specimen are listed.

* Many major listings in Sanabria do not appear until much later in other cata-
logues. Knowing these stamps from the outset can save many times the cost
of the catalogue. Examples:

The ltalian Colonies 'Servicio di Stato’ overprints were listed and priced at $17.50

each by Sanabria in the 1936 edition of the catalogue. These stamps, now worth
$500.00 each, were not listed by Scott until 1953,
The Scadta surcharges of Ecuador were listed in Sanabria back in 1936; Scott first

listed them in 1958,

Chile #1-5, listed in Sanabria in 1936, appeared in Scott in 1948
The famous Earhart & Sarabia issues of Mexico were first included by Scott in 1954
some twenty years after Sanabria had listed them.

The Air Fund issues of Turkey, in Sanabria since 1937, appeared in Scott for the first

time in 1965,
There are more than 750 listings in Colombia alone which are not found in other cata-
logues. These facts speak for themselves . . . be informed . . . know your stamps.
Order now . . PRICE $15.00

< anabria
Ridgefield, Conn. 06877

Phone: (203) 438 -3763



