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The red, white, and blue airmail stamp was designed, engraved, approved, and in
production in record time. By the time President Woodrow Wilson had signed
the measure into law on May 10, 1918, veteran Bureau craftsman including
Claire Aubrey Huston (designer), Edward M. Weeks (frame engraver), and Marcus
W. Baldwin (vignette engraver), had all but completed their work.

Printing of the frame plate, 8492, on the un-watermarked paper began on Friday,
May 10. The next day saw the blue vignette plate, 8493, added. Ample supplies
were available for delivery to the Post Office by Monday, May 13, and by the
afternoon the new stamp went on sale at the Washington main post office.

=

From the First Sheet to be for sale in Philadelphia
on May 14, 1918, as acquired by Joseph A. Steinmetz,
First President of the Aero Club of Philadelphia and
Chairman of the arrangements committee for the
May 15 Bustleton airfield inauguration and ceremonies.

Ample supplies were on hand by May 14 in Washington, Philadelphia, and New York
for the Inaugural flights to take place on May 15, 1918. By coincidence, the plane
number 38262, which appears on the printed stamp, was also the plane number
on the first flight from Washington, piloted by Lt. George L. Boyle, one of six Curtiss
planes acquired for these inaugural ceremonies.




A lower right comer position piece of
any size with shest margin attached
te both right and bottom does not
exist. One or both margins are always
cut, resulting in siraight edge(s).

Presented here are various collectable position blocks. Those with
botiom margin are first printing only, while the right side block
with arrow is the least seen. The centerline block occurs on all
printings. Vertical and horizontal line blocks alsc exist.



The new airmail issue was printed in a two step process by
“Spider” press, with the red frame first. Realigning the
sheet for the blue vignette was not always precise, and
imperfect registration often occurred, even on copies in
the same sheet.

The bottom straight edged strip of four here shows the
plane landing from right to left, while the strip of six has
the plane taking off.

The most dramatic vignette shifts to the frame produced the
" popular FAST and GROUNDED plane varieties. Such
strong shifts to the top and right side are not known.




Three sheet sources are known where copies show the popular Grounded
plane variety. Typically, the lower rows of stamps in the sheets of 100
have the greater vignette displacement, and many copies in upper rows
would not be considered the acceptable variety, with the wheels of the
plane cutting in to the word CENTS.

All three original sheets (none exist intact any longer) had the bottom
sheet margin attached, and are from the first printing. Only about one
dozen multiples still exist, all being blocks of four. The centerline
block shown here is the only copy known of that position
piece.

Except for those known used on the July 1, 1924 flight covers, shown later
in this exhibit, only two copies are known with postal cancel. The earliest,
also with shift to the right side, is presented here.




I night ﬂights EXampIes of the popular “G’roii'n'”

from the New York departure pomt to six diffe
olds along that route, San

d as payment, although at least two used copies off cover are k




The dramatic FAST plane variety, with the wing tip actually extending beyond the
outer left frame, is believed to have originated from a single sheet source.
As with other vignette shifts, popularity with collectors was minimal for many
years after their appearance, but extremely sought after today.

Four blocks are recorded, all presented here, as well as about twelve single
copies. Every copy recorded by this student is without gum, possibly lost
many years ago to humidity or other poor care by the original owner.

Two examples, with not quite as dramatic a shift, are known on cover and are
presented later in this exhibit. Whether the original source comes from the first
printing is not presently known, as copies showing any margin still attached
are yet to be recorded. ;



Postally used examples of any vignette shifts are
highly collectable. All copies presented here show
that displacement to the left side, although none
qualify as the true FAST plane variety.

The May 15, 1918 first flight cover, which was flown
from Washington to New York, has the most
dramatic vignette shift on inaugural flight noted to
date, in any vignette direction.
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CaABLE ADDRESS TELEPHONE
“‘KrEiInNsSTAMP “WaLNuT 770"

EUGENE KLEIN
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS
1318 CHESTNUT STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA.
MEMBER OF THE JURIES OF THE CHICAGO 1911 AND
NEWYORK 1213 INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS,
HonNoRARY MEMBER OF THE NEW YORK STAMP SocieTy.

LiFE MEMBER OF THE JuNioR PHILATELIC SOCIETY LonDON

AND THE SOCIETE FRANGAISE DE TIMBROLOGIE Paris. MAY 14’ 1918.

FRED Je MELVILLE,
14, SUDBOURNE ROAD, BRIZXTON,
LONDON, Se We, ENGLAND.

AIRPLANE MAI L.

WASHINGTON—~PH] LADELPHIA~~NEW YORK.
MAY 185, 1918.
FIRST FLIGHT,
STAMPS PUT ON SALE HERE AT 12 NOON. SALE STOPPED
AT 4 . Pe M,

WITH KINDEST REGARDS

K/P C/l:»t LA = -‘
2 e e

FRED J. MELLVILLE,

ANAJO

14, SUDBOURNE RUAD, BRIXTON,

LWV VAL

LONDON, S. W.,

ENGLAND.
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CaBLE ADDRESS TELEPHOMNE
“HLEINSTAMPY “WaLNuT 7707

EUGENE KLEIN
RARE POSTAGE STAMPS

1318 CHESTNUT STREET
PHI LADELPH!A, PA.
MEMBER OF THE JURIES OF THE CHICAGS |B11 AND
MEWTORK 1913 INTERNATIONAL PHILATELIC EXHIBITIONS.

HonomraRy» MEMBER OF THe NEw YoRK STAME SOCIETY.
LiFe MEMBER OF THE JunIof PHILATELIC SacieTy LoNDON

AND THE S0CIETE FRANGAISE BE TIMBROLOGIE Paris, M&Y 200 19 18_'
~ SPEICIAL DELIVERY REGISTERED

W. Tu_' ROE EY,

; 1420 HARVARD STREET, Na W

WASHINGTON, D« Co

DEAR SiR: .
CONFIRMING OUR TELEPHONE GCONVERSATION AT 4.30
Po Ms , I WILL TAKE YOUR SHEET OF INVERTED CENTER
24C AIRPLANE STAMPS FOR $15,000, WHICH YOU AGREED
TO DELIVER AT MY OFFICE TOMORROW. %
| AM LOCKING FORWARD TO YOUR ARRIVAL AT ABOUT
; b — AT VB
.. NOONTIME,[ AS STATED,

P.___

s

ROBEY,

1420 HARVARD STREET, Ne Wo

WASHENGTQN, 969
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Immediately following the discovery and sale of the sheet with inverted centers,
emphasis was placed on preventive control. Minor oddities, not considered errors,
still occurred and reached the public, but probably would not have been cause
for rejection by inspectors, and were of minor concern by postal officials.

Paperfold when ink applied, Insufficient plate wiping
leaving blank area when open. of the blue ink applied.

Foreign matter between inked plate and sheet,
separating later and leaving a blank impression.
One example on frame ink, one example on vignette.

Excess moisture on'paper when the
vignette was printed, resulting in an
unusual “exploding” plane production.

Erratic pla_cement of the printed and
gummed sheet when set for perforating.



The new JENNY stamp was the first postal issue of the world to have mandatory
dual service, those being both airmail and special delivery. Designed and orinted
in haste, it is a matter cf record that supply was available in the thr
cities of Washmgtah New York, and Philadelphia on May 14, pﬁ@f to the fi

Only six covers are recorded with May 14, 1918 cancels bearing the new stamp. All

were held cwer ta be flown en the 15th except for the Philadelpma ﬁa-

B Lapsnier F;rst S 1te
Both cap&es sent from
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NO. 11651

ORDERS OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.

OFFICH O THE POSTMASTER GENERAL,
'WASHINGTON, May 7, 1918,

DRDEE NO. HI7.

Order No. 563, dated July 28, 1017, forbid-
dipg delivery of mall and payment of
money-orders to the MAJESTIC SQUAB CoM-
pARY. and {te officers and agents &s such,
at Adel, Iows, is hereby revoked.

A. 8. BURLESON,
Postmaster General,

Signatures To Official Correspondence.

OrrFICE OF FIRsT AsS'T. P M, GEN.
WASHINGTON, May 0, mlﬂ

In bandling Depsrtmentalcorrespondence
it hasrecently been noticed that frequensly
important communieations from post ofices
relating to matters of polioy, disciplinary
cages, promotions, reductions, and changes
{n the personnel, requesta for allowanoces,
ete., are not signed by the possmaster,
which suggesis ihat possibly the matter
&g not been brought to his attention.

In order that postmasiers may be fully
intormed of the actlonof their supervisory
employees, and that the Department may
koow that important matiers relative to
the sdministration of their offices are re-
eeiving their careful consideration, they
will in the future personally read and uizn
all Jetters and recommendations ¢ the
partment affeoting the policles of the ome
or relating to matters of dlscipune, addi-
tkmsl nasist or
for any purpose. and promotions, redue-
ttuns or on:er changes of any character in
the personnel above the automatic mdeu
Such correspondence may be signed
the ssaistant postmaster or other d
nated emp! &ee onl:r dnrinn the protmmd
absence of the postIDASL

Attention is Invited w leot!onllu and
237, Possal Laws and Regulations,

Registration Of German Alien Females,
May 13, 1918,

Postmasters:

ORDER OF THE POBTMASTER GENERAL,

OFFIcx or THE POSTMASTER GENEBAL,
ORDEE NoO. 1443, WASHINGTON, May 11, 1918

Effective May 15, 1018, the Postal Laws and Regulations are amended by the ad-
ditlon of the following as Seotion 390% ;

Seo, 39%. The Postmaster General, in his discretion, may require she payment
of postage on mail ¢arried by aeroplane at not exceeding 24 centa per ounce or frac-
tion thereof. (Act of May 10, 1918,

2, Mail carried by aeroplane shall be charged with postage at the rate of 34
cents an ounce or fraction thereof, of which 10 cents shall ba for special-delivery
service. Such mall shall consist of matter of the first class. including sealed parcels
not exceeding 30 inches inlength and girth combined. The postage on aeroplane
malil shall be fully gemld with special aeroplane posiage stamps or with ordinary
Blur.nze stamps, When the lasser are wsed the mail should be indorsed "By aero-

Effective May 15, 1918, Seotlon 877, Postal Laws and Regulations, is asmended by
the addition of the following as paragraph 3:

8. Mall for dispatch by aeroplane service will be accepted for registration upon
the prepayment, by postage stamps affixed, of a registration fee of 10 cents in addi-
tion to the meroplane postage. Such registered mail will be inclosed in registered
package jackets or Inner registeredsacks and dispatched in iron-locked pouches, in
agcordance with the reglatry regulations oovering such dispatehes. (See Sec. 390%.)

A. 8, BURLESON.
ter General,

AEROPLANE MAIL SERVICE.

OFFICE OF SECOND ASS'T POSTMASTER GENERAL,
‘WASHINGTOR, May 11, 1918,
Aeroplane mail servies will be established May 15, 1018, between Washington,
Philsdelphis and New York, one round brip daily, excepr. Sundays. Letters and
sealed parcels, the latter not exceeding 50 b and girth combined, may
‘Washin adelphia and New York for any city in the United

ons

The rate of postage will be 34 cents per ounce or fraction thereof, which includes
special-delivery service. Postage may be paid by afixiog either the distinctive aero-
plane siamp or iis equivalent in other postage stamps. When the laster are used,
the mall should be indorsed, "' By ane.” Mail by seroplane may be regisiered
by prepayment of 10 cents’ re!mr! fee in addition to the postage.

Dotll further notice the asroplanes will leave Belmont Park, New York, and
‘Washington, D. C., 8t 1.0 & m, Postmaaters should inform the 5:1:110 of the closing
of the mails and the polnts from which asroplane mall may be dispatched, Letiers
for the aerial service malled too Iate for aeroplane dispatch will be given the most
expeditious dispatch by other means, including special delivery.

OTTO PRAEGER,
Second Ams't P. M. Gen.

POST OFFICES DISCONTIMUED,
Effective May 15, 1918.

FLORIDA.
Estonville, Grange Co., 133513 and 233080,
Mail o Maitland. Supplies and records
to Gainesville. [11may

LOUISIANA.
Koko, Rapldes Co., 40240. Mall to Osborn.
ut;wlieu and records to New Orleans.

Effective May 31, 1918,
'WASHINGTON,
Port Columbia, Douglas Co., 71173, Madl to
Brewster. Supplies and reeords to Spo-
kane. - [13 may

RAILROAD SERVICE CHANGED,

‘WEST VIRGINIA.
118507, From May 11. 1918, Terry is em-
braced for supply on this route between
Plrlince and W hr.. ltHuUrem ER. 8ta.
may

POSTMASTERS COMMISSIONED.

PRESIDENTIAL.
May 13,1918,
h C. Jefterson Johnson, .
Name previously given as
Jefterson Johnson, A ustin, Tex
FOURTH OLASS,
May 138, 1918,
be Joseph David R ers, .Al#wall. Ala

Grim mf o]
be Gal B. Hetley .. Eoweaiont, Kans
be Tom J. Slusher......
bo Katherine A, Long
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THE FIRST AIRPLANE CARRYING UNITER SrA'rEa MaiL WI‘L.L LeaveE BeELMonT PARK EN RGUTE TO WASHING—TON AT |
ELeven THIRTY A. M. ON WEDMESDAY, May FIFTEEN. NJNETEEN EiGHTEEN A 1
A PromeT RESFONSE TO THIS INVITATION |s RESPECTEULLY REQUESTED AND & CARD OF ADMISSION _‘1
Wil Be Forwarpgt 1o You . = ]
k|
ARRANGEMENTS HAVE BEEN MADE WiTH THE LONG ISLAND RAILRCAD COMPANY FOR A TRAIN TO LEAVE PEM*!&X J
RaiLRDAD STATION, THIRTY-THIRD STREET aMD EISHTH AVENUE, AT TEN THIRTY A. M. ) : i =
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NOT TRANSFERABLL: j j Alben

ADMISSION CARD—70 5E PRESENTED AT GATE

22
 Dnitial Hlight

Adeplane Mail Seevice
Now Work——Pitsvetphi-- st

L THOMAS G, PATTEN & BELMONT PARK :
1\ : FoSTMASTER S § 6’! 5
% : ‘ MAY 15TH, 1918 F e :

: NEW YORK. N. ¥, 11,30 a4, M. MALOR, 0 WA e

. S, ArMy

TRATH EAVES PENNSYLYANIA R, R. STATION, THIKTY-THIRD STREST & FIGHTH AVEKUS, ATTEN L. . SHARP, DIRECT 79 RilloNt sk ||

Original invitation and admission
card for the New York departure.
Pilot Lt. Torrey H. Webb carried
144 pounds to Bustleton, the
Philadelphia terminal.

Patten & Lt. Webh
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