
Lindbergh Flies the Mail: 1926-1931 
 

 
 

Scope of the Exhibit 
 

From 1926 until 1931 Charles Lindbergh carried mail by air. When he began, envelopes 
carried in aircraft were a novelty. Following his transatlantic flight in 1927 interest in aviation 
exploded. Passenger service blossomed, commercial routes expanded, and Lindbergh 
himself become the world’s first celebrity. Of 120 covers shown 113 were carried by The 
Lone Eagle on one of his 128 inaugural flights. 

 

Organizational Plan 
 

Section 1 1926  CAM 2  Section 4 1929 FAM 5, 8 & 6 
Section 2 1927  New York to Paris Section 5 1930 FAM 5 
Section 3 1928  Horseshoe  Section 6 1931 American Clipper 

 

Difficulty of Material Acquisition 
 

Lindbergh flown covers are not rare. From 1926 to 1931 he flew at least 313,722 
(and probably well over a million) envelopes for the Post Office and contract carriers. 
This is based on an estimate of 40 covers per pound where the number of envelopes 
or the weights of mail sacks are known. Half of the known envelopes are “horseshoe” 
covers from 1928. Mail from his Latin American flights represent a greater challenge. 
 
Of the 128 legs flown by Lindbergh for inaugural flights a full third have no data on 
how much mail was carried. For example, the AAMS 5

th
 Ed. shows no volumes for 17 

of the 21 Clipper flights. Of all his inaugural flight only one was unscheduled making 
the acquisition of covers from that flight difficult. The Leeward Islands Governor 
asked CAL to carry mail from St. Kitts. Envelopes sent to Paramaribo, St. Johns, 
Castries, Port of Spain and Georgetown amounted, in total, to 28 envelopes. Three 
are shown in this exhibit, including a previously uncatalogued cover sent north to San 
Juan. Highlights are bordered in red.  



Lindbergh Flies the Mail:                                                                 1926-1931 

The US Government began 
regularly scheduled air mail service 
on May 15, 1918. Flying 
southbound from New York, Lt 
Torrey H. Webb, carried 2,457 
pieces of mail. He took off at 11:30 
AM and arrived at the Philadelphia 
terminus at 12:30 PM. 

Between 1918 and 1926, only 
one instance of commercial air 
transportation experienced a 
continuous existence because 
of public apathy toward air 
travel. The Post Office 
Department organized air mail 
service in 1918, and continued 
its operation until 1927, when 
the New York-San Francisco 
mail route was transferred to 
private contractors. 
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On February 2, 1925, the Kelly Bill authorized the 
Postmaster General to contract for air mail 
service. In the fall of 1925 Robertson Aircraft 
Corporation received the award for Contract Air 
Mail route no. 2 (CAM 2) between Chicago and 
St. Louis with intermediate stops at Peoria and 
Springfield. 
 
During the early 1920's the consistent high 
standard of performance achieved by the 
government air mail service awakened the 
American public to the possibilities of air travel. 
 
CAM 2 added another link to the air mail system 
of the nation. The 278-mile route from St. Louis to 
Chicago via Springfield and Peoria gave the three 
service points, outside of Chicago, a direct 
connection with the transcontinental air mail route 
operated by the Post Office Department. 
 

10. Springfield- Chicago test flight, 11 envelopes carried. Ex-SPOONER 
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Departing Chicago at 5:30am 
Lindbergh arrives in St Louis 
at 10:30am. The rate is 10 
cents, which a stamp collector 
satisfied with imperforate 
definitives. About 3,480 
carried. 

11. Chicago 5:30 AM - Springfield 
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12 

13 

 

12. Peoria Southbound 7:00 AM - Springfield 

13. Peoria Northbound 5:30 PM - Chicago 

By 7:00am Lindbergh had arrived in Peoria and loaded an additional 23 lbs. 
(about 920 envelopes) into his plane. The backstamp heralds the arrival in 
Springfield, IL. 

The Northbound flight from Peoria carried nearly double the load than the 
morning flight. The receiving cancel shows the mail arrived at 9:20pm and 
departed for surface delivery by 6:30am. 
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14b. Springfield Southbound (with Northbound cachet) - St Louis 

14. Springfield Southbound  - St Louis 

Conkling called the first of many meetings with the Chamber of Commerce 
and the post office staff early in the spring of 1926. From the first, air mail 
enthusiasts faced two major problems. A suitable landing field had to be 
procured and prepared for the inauguration of air mail service. 

Part of the 93 lbs. 

of mail sent for 

the Southbound 

(despite the 

Northbound 

cachet) leg to St. 

Louis, MO. 
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15. Springfield Northbound 4:30 PM - Chicago  

The largest movement of letters carried on the 
inaugural flights of CAM 2 was the Northbound 
flight from Springfield to Chicago. Of the 
estimated 25,920 covers carried that day more 
than half (13,280) were moved from Springfield 
that afternoon. The letter was in Chicago by 
10:00pm and arrived in Salt Lake City two days 
later. 
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"I turned back and attempted to 
drop a flare and land; but, the 
flare did not function and I 
again headed for Maywood 
hoping to find a break in the 
fog…", "Several times I 
descended to the top of the 
fog, which was eight to nine 
hundred feet…, My motor cut 
out at 8:20P.M., and I cut in the 
reserve….at 5,000 ft. the motor 
sputtered and died. 

"I stepped up on the cowling 
and cut over the right side of 
the cockpit pulling the 
ripcord…." "I crossed my legs 
to keep from straddling a 
branch or wire, guarded my 
face with my hands and 
waited." 

After he walked over to a car, "The occupants asked whether I had heard an airplane crash and it 
required some time to explain to them that I had been piloting the plane". 

September 16,1926 (Aircraft #112)  

 

Despite the fact that 
Lindbergh retrieved 
and forwarded the 
interrupted mail in 
both cases virtually no 
collections contain 
examples. None of 
the 80 lbs. are known 
from the September 
incident. Of the 68 
lbs. salvaged from the 
November crash (23 
of which were 
annotated), only a 
single  cover is known 
to Lindbergh 
collectors. 
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Within two weeks of his New York to Paris 
flight the Post Office announced issuance 
of a Lindbergh 
postage stamp 
(C10). Postmaster 
General Harry S. 
New had a copy of 
the stamp for the 
Lone Eagle (and 
one for his mother) 
the day he 
returned from 
Paris aboard the 
USS Memphis. A 
week later the 
stamp was issued. 

 

With backing from the 
Chamber of Commerce 
in St. Louis Lindbergh 
worked with Don Hall on 
a custom built plane. 
Fuel requirements were 
based on measuring the 
distance from New York 
to Paris on a library 
globe with a piece of 
string. Ryan employees 
worked round the clock 
and delivered the 
aircraft in just six weeks. 
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C10a was the first US airmail stamp issued in 
booklet form. Booklet stamps had an extremely 
brief period of proper use to pay the 10 cent 
airmail rate. The booklet was issued on May 26, 
1928. The Last date for the 10 cent rate was 
July 31, 1928. 

After staying awake for 22 hours, Lindbergh set out on his 33 hour Atlantic crossing. He had no over 
water experience, had never been to any airfield outside the United States, and had to land at night. 
When he touched down a human wave of 10,000 Frenchmen mobbed the pilot. A motorcade the 
following day included more than 1,000,000 well wishers. 
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Bahr sent copies of the new stamp 
headed for both coasts. The New York 
envelope arrived at 10:30 on June 
20th. The San Francisco cover, taking 
into account the three hour time 
difference, arrived 12 hours earlier. 
Washington, St. Louis, Detroit, and 
Little Falls, MN are considered official 
first-day cities. As part of the CAM 2 
route these unofficial FDCs are 
collectable. 
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In 1927 Byrd announced he had the backing of the 'American Trans-Oceanic Company, Inc.', 
established in 1914 by Rodman Wanamaker with the purpose of building the aircraft to complete 
the journey. The company put up nearly $150,000 to fund the effort. Byrd was one of several 
aviators competing for the Orteig Prize in 1927 to make the first nonstop flight between the Paris 
and New York. His flight was sponsored by department-store magnate Rodman Wanamaker, an 
early visionary of Trans-Atlantic commercial flight.  

Using a Fokker Trimotor, Byrd, Balchen, Acosta, and Noville flew from Roosevelt Field  at East 
Garden City, New York on 29 June 1927. Arriving over France, cloud cover prevented a landing in 
Paris; they returned to the coast of Normandy, crash-landing near the beach at Ver-sur-
Mer  without fatalities on 1 July 1927.  
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On May 8, 1927 Charles 
Nungesser and Francois 
Coli, French WWI war 
heroes, departed 
LeBourget Field near 
Paris, in clear to partly 
cloudy conditions, to fly 
nonstop to New York. 
The White Bird was an 
open-cockpit biplane, 
powered by a 450 
horsepower 12 cylinder 
engine, with a detachable 
undercarriage and a 
watertight fuselage that 
could float on water. 

Despite an international search, no trace of the men or their airplane was ever found. They are 
believed to have crashed In the north Atlantic Ocean, eastern Newfoundland, or the state of Maine. 
About a week later, Lindbergh, flying solo, successfully crossed from west to east, and was given an 
immense hero's welcome by the French, even as they mourned Nungesser and Coli. 

Sponsored by "Aviation Digest", 
Floyd Bennett, who had recently 
recovered from injuries stemmed 
from training for his trans-Atlantic 
attempt, flew back and forth from 
New York City to St. Johns, 
Newfoundland, for nine days from 
June 2nd to June 11th, 1927, in 
search of the missing Frenchmen, 
with no success.  
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32 

A souvenir for Cephus Derby, a Water Commissioner in Alton, NH. Autographed by philatelic 
friendly Springfield Postmaster Conkling and Lindbergh’s boyhood friend, Bud Gurney. For this 
flight CAL took each ship up so collectors could boast their envelope had been flown by the Lone 
Eagle. The remainder of this flight was completed by Gurney. 

The cover left Springfield on Aug 15th at 1pm arriving in Boston at 5pm. The receiving marks then 
suggest the envelope travelled to St Louis on the 17th at 10am and New York at 12:30pm. An 
unusual journey for a cover destined for New Hampshire. 

32. Springfield - St. Louis 
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32d. Springfield – St. Louis 

During the Guggenheim Tour  (July 20— October 23) Lindbergh visited 92 cities in all 48 states. He 
gave 147 speeches and travelled 1,290 miles in parades. 30 million Americans, a quarter of the 
population, personally came out to greet him. In his spare time he designed a wrist watch, wrote a 
New York Times bestseller (We) which sold 650,000 copies, and was named Time magazine’s first 
Man of the Year. 

A green cachet (they also come in blue, purple and black) on a registered cover with the Springfield 
Postmaster’s corner card. While Bud Gurney carried the mail to St Louis, Lindbergh did take the 
ship up briefly so folks could have souvenirs flown by the now famous Airmail pilot. 
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Overpaid (by 2 cents) Number 10 
envelope on Bahr stationary. Cover 
left Springfield at 1pm arrived St. 
Louis at 5pm before traveling back 
north to Peoria. Postage may have 
paid Airmail plus surface rate. 
Autographed by Lindbergh’s hero, 
WWI “Ace of Aces” Eddie 
Rickenbacker, who would later 
lead Eastern Airlines. 
Rickenbacker won the  Medal 
of Honor in combat while 
Lindbergh was the first to 
receive the award in 
peacetime. 
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Conkling, the Springfield 
postmaster who had worked 
diligently to promote the use of 
air mail in general and CAM 2 
in particular, enjoyed collecting 
envelopes carried by 
Lindbergh. After declining 
$1,000 to carry a pound of 
covers for a stamp dealer,  
Lindbergh decided to carry 
only two—one for his 
Robertson Aircraft friend, 
Brandeweide, and the other 
for Conkling when he set 
out to fly the Atlantic. The 
envelope was carried by 
Lindbergh’s  boyhood 
friend, Bud Gurney, 
with whom he had 
taken his first 
airplane ride in 
1922.  
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33. Santo Domingo -Port au Prince 

33 

During the Latin America Goodwill Tour, Lindbergh, who was working with 
Pan American Airways and knew Rowe, agreed to carry three sacks of mail 
in the Spirit of St Louis. Pan Am wanted to acquire West Indian Aerial 
Express. 1,607 pieces were carried. 
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34 

35 

34. Santo Domingo— Havana 

35. Port au Prince— Havana 

1,570 envelopes from Santo Domingo were carried in the Spirit. Volume from Port of 
Prince is unknown. Many were reportedly  destroyed in a 1931 hurricane. The Santo 
Domingo cover has an 11:00am receiver mark while the Port of Prince has both the 
11:00am and 4:00pm (the actual arrival time in Havana). 

“In the plane with me were three sacks of airmail. The first airmail ever carried in the “Spirit 
of St. Louis”. One bag was from Santo Domingo. Although I left it in the plane for two days, 
while in Port au Prince, it still got to Havana sooner than it would have by boat”. 
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36 

 

36 

36. Chicago— Springfield                                                                                   40. Springfield—Chicago                                                                                                                

36fb. Chicago—Springfield 

Double rate to  cover both Springfield (Feb 20 4:00pm) to Chicago (Feb 21 4:00am) 

and return by 9:00am on Feb 21st for Aerophilatelist Max Golding. 

The volume of philatelic mail posted that weekend was massive.  Motor trucks were 
employed in Chicago to move the planeloads of envelopes. Of the 310,522 covers  
known to be carried by Lindbergh more than half (170,880) were flown that weekend. 
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37 

 

38 

37. Peoria—Springfield 

38. Peoria—Chicago 

This Gorham  cachet adorns  an early morning flight from Peoria to Springfield. 

Flight the previous evening from Peoria to Chicago.  12,480 envelopes carried. 
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39 

 

40 

39. Springfield—St. Louis 

40. Springfield—Chicago 

Letter sent from  Conkling addressed to Bud Gurney at Robertson Aircraft Corporation. 
Pilots for this flight included Lindbergh, Love, and Gurney. 112 lbs. of mail were carried. 

Gurney, Lindbergh and Sloniger moved 778 lbs. from Springfield to Chicago. 
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41 

The most common “horseshoe”  
was flown by Smith (and Lindbergh). 

Thomas Nelson was another RAC 
pilot Lindbergh hired for CAM 2. 

Approximately 81,280 envelopes were 
carried that day from St. Louis to 

Chicago. This cover belonged to  G. J. 
Brandeweide, who was employed as 

Superintendent of Robertson Aircraft 
Corporation when Lindbergh was Chief Pilot.  

Lindbergh  had carried letters on his 
transatlantic flight for only Conkling and his 
friend, Brandweide. 



1928                                     Lindbergh Flies the Mail                                  Horseshoe 

South of CAM 2 this cover entered the mail stream in Indianapolis. 
Curiously, the postmark says 2:30pm  with a receiver mark in Chicago at 
4:00am. It then  traveled to RAC in St. Louis.  The envelope  had gone 
from Indiana to Illinois to go to  a big city Missouri without a street 
address (RAC was actually based in Anglum). 

 

42 

 

42 

42. Milwaukee—Chicago—Springfield 

42. Indianapolis—Chicago—St. Louis 

North of Chicago folks wanted covers carried by the Lone Eagle. This envelope  arrived from 
Milwaukee at 4:00am and made the trip arriving in Springfield at 9:00am.  
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Medal of Honor: 

Presented by the President in the Name of the 
Congress, it is the highest honor that can be 
bestowed upon any American. The men who wear it 
call themselves "recipients" (not winners), for what 
they received it for was not a contest...it was a time of 
terror and death where their valor was tested, then 
recognized by a grateful Nation. All of them feel that 
they didn't win The Medal...they RECEIVED it.  

Rank and organization: 

Captain, U.S. Army Air Corps Reserve. 

Place and date: New York to Paris, France, 20-21 
May 1927. 

Entered service at: Little Falls, Minn. 

Born: 4 February 1902, Detroit, Mich. 

G.O. No.: 5, W.D., 1928; Act of Congress 14 
December 1927. 

Citation: 

For displaying heroic courage and skill as a navigator, 
at the risk of his life, by his nonstop flight in his 
airplane, the "Spirit of St. Louis," from New York City 
to Paris, France, 20-21 May 1927, by which Capt. 
Lindbergh not only achieved the greatest individual 
triumph of any American citizen but demonstrated 
that travel across the ocean by aircraft was possible. 
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43 

43. Miami—Cristobal—Cartagena 

44. Cristobal—Miami 

This envelope began as one of 13,080 first flight covers from Miami 
to Cristobal. From there it was taken by SCADTA to Cartagena. It 
eventually arrived in Cali, Columbia. Note the US (EU) consular 
overprint. SPOONER reports these as rare. 

This attractive mixed franked envelope has the correct rate (27 cents) for carriage 

from Cristobal to Miami. 
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44. Cristobal—Miami 

44. Cristobal—Miami 

A total of 689 lbs. of mail were flown from Cristobal to Miami. The overprinted 

stamps make up the rate. 

Another of the 27,560 envelopes with different (but also correct) franking. 
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This envelope entered the mail stream in San Antonio. It is 
backstamped Brownsville where the first flight to Mexico 
City originated. Receiving marks  at Tampico, Mexico City 
and Monterrey are found in red. 

 

47 

47. Matamoros—Mexico City 

48. Brownsville—Mexico City 

A Mexican subsidiary of Pan Am inaugurated service between Matamoros and Mexico City. 
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48. Brownsville—Mexico City 

 

 

This cover made a trip from Tampico to 
Brownsville, Texas using a C10 for 
postage. On the return the cover 
travelled from the United States to 
Mexico City. The initial flight was carried 
by an unknown pilot handling the mail to 
and from Tampico (Lindberghiana flight 
50) while the return from Brownsville to 
Mexico City was moved by Lindbergh. 
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On the morning of March 9th the first FAM 8 flight from Mexico to the United 
States. The receiver mark shows that the mail arrived in Brownsville at 3:30pm. 
This was not carried by Lindbergh. 

 

51. Mexico City—Brownsville 

Express mail posted in Mexico City and backstamped in Brooklyn, New York. 
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52 

 

52. Los Angeles—Winslow 

Transcontinental Air Transport (TAT) was ambitious plan to provide cross country mail service in two 
days. Passengers and mail would travel by air during daylight hours and by rail during the night. On 
July 7th in 1929, TAT inaugurated coast-to-coast air and rail service on the route laid out by 
Lindbergh from New 
York to Los Angeles 
(Glendale) via 
Columbus, Ohio; 
Indianapolis, Indiana; 
St. Louis and Kansas 
City, Missouri; 
Wichita, Kansas; 
Waynoka, Oklahoma; 
Clovis and 
Albuquerque, New 
Mexico; and Winslow 
and Kingman, 
Arizona. Between 
1929 and 1939 the 
coast-to-coast route 
from New York to Los 
Angles was known as 
'The Lindbergh Line'. 
With no receiver 
mark or address 
there exists a 
question of whether 
this was carried by 
Lindbergh. 
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Accompanied by his new bride and Juan Trippe (and his wife) from Pan 
American, Lindbergh blazed the FAM 6 Extension piloting a Ford 
tri-motor Fokker. At San Juan they switched to a pair of S-38 Sikorsky 
flying boats as pictured on the cachet. Franking includes a copy of the 
C10a booklet stamp. 

 

53 

53a 

53. Miami—Paramaribo Ex-SPOONER 

53a. Montreal—Miami—St. Thomas 

 Canadian cover overpaid by 2 cents (same as US rate) sent to General Delivery, a 
holding destination for philatelic mail or when directed to someone who has not yet 
established a local address. 
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53b 

53c 

53b. Miami—St. Johns 

53c. Miami—Castries 

Much of the FAM 6 inaugural mail was collected and held in Puerto 
Rico for Lindbergh’s arrival. Where most mail has a single  postmark 
on the face, many on FAM 6 sport both the Miami and a San Juan 
cancel. Here with an unusual C6 airmail and commemorative to make 
up the mid-Extension rate. 

As the sun rose on September 22, Lindbergh lifted the flying boat from the harbor in 
San Juan for the short hop to St. Lucia. 
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53d 

 

53e 

53d. Miami—Port of Spain 

53e. Miami—Georgetown 

A round trip envelope that travelled from the United States to Trinidad with 
Lindbergh (overfranked by one cent), and returned on the Northbound flight (65) by 
another pilot. 

Appropriately franked, although with poorly centered stamps, letter from Miami to 
Georgetown. At these distances the rate (40 cents) is the same as Paramaribo. 
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54 

54a 

54. Port au Prince—Paramaribo 137 pieces 

54a Port au Prince—St. Thomas 107 pieces 

As the longest leg of the route, letters posted from Haiti to Dutch 
Guiana required 3 gourde. All received the Lindbergh First Flight blue 
handstamp. 

The first leg, from Port of Prince to St. Thomas was assessed one 

gourde, 50 cent. 
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54b 

54c 

54b. Port au Prince—St. Johns  113 pieces 

54c. Port au Prince—Castries 130 pieces 

The intermediate stop, at Castries, also required payment of 2 gourde, 25 

centimes. 

Close to St Lucia and halfway through the route the charge to post a letter was 

2.25 gourde. 
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54d 

 

54e 

The key to this series is the Georgetown leg with just 101 covers transported. None of 
the intermediate stops from Haiti were common. For the six possible destinations a 
total of only 711 envelopes were posted. 

54d. Port au Prince—Port of Spain 123 pieces 

54e. Port au Prince—Georgetown 101 pieces 

Most philatelic mail carried on the inaugural flight was sent by an 
employee of the Public Health Service of Haiti headquartered in Port of 
Prince. 
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55a 

55a. Santo Domingo—St. Thomas 66 pieces 

55. Santa Domingo—Paramaribo 25 pieces 

Even harder to document than Haiti is the Dominican Republic. The total carried for all six 
destinations is only 151 envelopes. This one sent to Paramaribo is returned as not claimed. 

Samuelson claims that the a postal rate of 2 centavos plus a 10 centavos air mail fee was all that 
was required to any of the destinations. Interestingly, of the five pieces shown this is the only one, at 
least according to Samuelson, that isn’t overfranked. 
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55c. Santo Domingo—Castries 17 pieces 

Clearly carried from the Dominican Republic to St. Lucia but pencil address appears erased. 
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This is the rarest of the Santo Domingo dispatches. Samuelson’s belief that all points required just 
12 centavos does not seem to be accurate. The nearest destination (St. Thomas) was franked at 12 
centavos. Castries had 25 centavos on the envelope. The misdirected Port of Spain clearly had the 
wrong postage. Being farther than Castries one would imagine either the same (25 centavos) or 
more. It had 20 centavos and did not show postage due. The farthest destinations (Georgetown and 
Paramaribo are both franked at 40 centavos as one might expect. 

 

 

55e 

55e. Santo Domingo—Georgetown 5 pieces 

55d? Santo Domingo—Port of Spain 23 pieces 

This piece was destined for Port of Spain but ended up at Castries. Does this change the count to 
Port of Spain to 22 and the count to Castries to 18? Were other pieces (particularly like the previous 
envelope which was unaddressed similarly misdirected?  
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56 

T is the international indication for Taxe, or postage due. In this case, the full trip 
from San Juan to Parmaribo was 40 cents. This letter was underpaid by 10 
cents (or 50 centimes). Because unclaimed mail sent to General Delivery was 
returned to sender after 5 days the postage due was never paid. 

56a 

56. San Juan—Paramaribo Ex-SAMUELSON 

56a. San Juan—St. Thomas 

Jaime Gonzales, a collector living in San Juan, used these colorful airmail envelopes 
with a scene of the harbor of San Juan to document Lindbergh’s travels. Here 25 cents 
is used to move this registered cover from San Juan to St. Thomas. 
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56b 

This first flight to the Leeward Islands is underfranked by 10 cents. 

56c 

56b. San Juan—St. Johns Ex-SAMUELSON 

56c. San Juan—Castries 

This piece to the Windward Islands is overpaid by one cent in order to use the 

attractive C5 and C10 stamps. 
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56d 

Business sized envelope 
with Pan American 
Airways corner card 
carried on the first flight 
from Puerto Rico to 
Trinidad. The mixed 
franking was required 
pay for passage to the 
company office in 
Washington, DC. 



1929                                   Lindbergh Flies the Mail                                   FAM 5, 8 & 6 

 

56e. San Juan—Georgetown 

57. St. Thomas—Paramaribo 

This attractive piece required 40 cents (C5 and C6) to reach British Guiana. 

To travel the full length of the route from the Virgin Islands to Dutch Guiana in South 
America required 40 cents. Here a collector’s cover was held by the Postmaster for 
five days and returned as not claimed. 
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57b. St. Thomas—Castries 

57c. St. Thomas—Port of Spain 

This faded envelope is addressed to noted Cuban collector George Street. 

After paying the same 25 cent charge for passage to Trinidad as to St. Lucia, this 
faded cover returned to a collector in Philadelphia. 
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57c. St. Thomas—Port of Spain 

57a. St. Thomas—St. Johns 

For the intermediate distance a fee of 25 cents was required. 

Unusual and attractive franking to make up the 25 cent rate. 
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57d. St. Thomas—Georgetown 

The embossed postage, a map stamp and two Lindbergh issues cover the St. Thomas to 
Georgetown rate. Interestingly, the return instructions are typed but not the  address in 
British Guiana. It appears in pencil and may have been added by a subsequent collector 
seeking to understand the routing of the envelope. Like unaddressed covers seen on 
inaugural flights earlier in the exhibit that were routed correctly there must have been 
postal authorities supportive of collectors. 
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59a 

59a. St. Kitts—St. Johns Ex-SPOONER 28 pieces (all destinations) 

Envelope from local resident to the cable office in St. John’s. Since 
collectors were not notified of this unscheduled stop very few pieces are 
extant to document the trip. Spooner, who displayed this extraordinary 
example in his award winning exhibit, believed the proper rate was 7 1/2d 
making this cover slightly overpaid. 
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59c 

59c. St. Kitts—Port of Spain 28 pieces (all destinations) 

Was any St. Kitts mail non-philatelic? Envelopes sent Northbound addressed to 
Gonzales were clearly intended for collectors. How about this piece? The 
handwriting differs from the previous example so they were evidently prepared 
by different people. Were there envelopes awaiting transport by boat when the 
Leeward Islands Governor asked Lindbergh to fly them? 

In this case the fact that the sender posted the letter to a St. Kitts resident 
(himself?) suggests that the intent was to have a Lindbergh flown souvenir. 
There is also a question whether 9d was the appropriate rate to carry the letter 
to Trinidad.   
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59? St. Kitts—St. John’s—San Juan 

Both Spooner and Samuelson exhibited Gonzalez covers sent to San Juan. They 
were held at St. John’s for later transport Northbound. All are franked 1s 4 1/2d.  
Spooner suggests the rate may be only 7 1/2d. Considering that this was an 
unscheduled stop (the only one in his career), it is interesting that Gonzalez was able 
to document this portion of the Lindbergh story.  

Presumably the collector typed his address on several covers and had them 
forwarded. Gonzalez normally addressed his mail in care of the Postmaster at the 
location the route was scheduled. In this case the address is simply his post office box 
in Puerto Rico. Did he suspect they might be unscheduled stops? Who applied the 
postage? Is the rate correct or is it overpaid? At least three of the 28 St. Kitts covers 
are Gonzalez envelopes addressed to San Juan. Are there more? 
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60a. St. John’s—Castries 

60. St. John’s—Georgetown 

Commercial cover addressed to a business in Georgetown. Banks were an 
early adopter of airmail service as it enabled them to clear bank drafts 
faster. Perhaps for privacy reasons the name of the addressee has been 
excised prior to receipt by the collector.  

Spooner reported that 9d, both north and south, was the correct letter rate from 

Antigua and St. Lucia. 
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60b 

60b. St. John’s—Port of Spain 

62a. Castries—Port of Spain 

Correctly franked Gonzalez cover sent to the British West Indies.  

While St Lucia did not have an official First Flight cachet, postal authorities did produce 
a round canceller that did recognize the first air mail flight.  
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64 

 

64a 

64. Port of Spain—Paramaribo 

64a. Port of Spain—Georgetown 

9d paid to post this envelope from Trinidad to Dutch Guiana. 

Same day service from Port of Spain to Georgetown. The flight departed at 7:30am 
from Trinidad and sports a receiving mark of 2:00pm in British Guiana. 
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66 

67 

66. Georgetown—Paramaribo 

67. Georgetown—Miami 

One of 376 covers posted from British to Dutch Guiana. 

Most common segment flown from Georgetown was complete trip to Miami and beyond. 
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67a 

 

67b 

 

67a. Georgetown—Port of Spain 

67b. Georgetown—Castries 97 pieces carried. 

Registered rate for this first flight to Trinidad. 345 pieces carried. 

A lovely pieces with registry circle date stamp and label. 
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67e. Georgetown—San Juan Ex-SAMUELSON 

Northbound envelope with colorful 5 value franking with same day service to Puerto 
Rico. While the number of letters mailed to San Juan was relatively large (544) many 
destinations were very poorly documented. Of the eight destinations five had less than 
100 covers with Santo Domingo receiving eight and Havana only four. 
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Registered business sized 

envelope adorned with 1 

gulden, 80 cents postage. 

Lindbergh carried this as far as 

Trinidad before departing on a 

private trip across South America, up 

Central America, and back to the 

United States. Jack Tilton would finish 

delivering the mail to Miami. 

Registered business sized envelope 

adorned with 1 gulden, 80 cents postage. 

Lindbergh carried this as far as Trinidad 

before departing on a private trip across 

South America, up Central America, and back 

to the United States. Jack Tilton would finish 

delivering the mail to Miami. 
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68a. Paramaribo—Georgetown 

 

68a. Paramaribo—Georgetown 

52 1/2 cents paid for first leg of Suriname mail to Georgetown. 

90 cents paid for same trip segment for a registered envelope. 
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68b

 

68b. Paramaribo—Port of Spain 

Only 67 1/2  cents used to post a registered letter to The Netherlands. 
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68f

 

68f. Paramaribo—San Juan 

68h. Paramaribo—Port of Prince 

435 pieces 
of mail were 
carried from 
Paramaribo 
to San Juan. 

One of 119 
covers 
transmitted to 
Port of 
Prince, Haiti. 
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70 

70a 

70a. Miami—Havana 50 pieces 

70. Miami—Cristobal 

 

In order to be competitive with regional carriers Pan Am needed to reduce the time 
required to travel from Miami to Panama. With extended range amphibious aircraft 
entering the market 

One of a scant number of envelopes delivered to Cuba. 
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73. Puerto Cabezas—Miami 

28 centavos pays the rate for the first air-
mail flight from Puerto Cabezas to the 
States. Although the AAMS 5

th
 Ed. Fails 

to suggest the number carried it was 
clearly low. First flights from Nicaragua 
were also made to Cristobal in Panama 
as well as Havana, Cuba. 
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74. Cristobal—Miami 

74b. Cristobal—Havana Ex-SPOONER 

Competition lowered prices. After January 1st the cost to carry this express mail in 

either direction became 20 cents. 

It was estimated that about 120 envelopes were 
sent to Cuba. No mail was dispatched north 
from Havana. 
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75. Panama City—Miami 

75. Panama City—Miami 

Envelope left Panama City on April 30
th 

and arrived in Ohio on May 4
th 

. 

Service 
certificate sent by 
Registered mail. 
32 cent franking 
includes 
Lindbergh 
overprint on  2 
cent safety paper 
stamp. Reached 
Miami on May 2nd 

and New York by 
May 5th. 
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76 

76b 

76. Colon—Miami 

 

76a. Colon—Puerto Cabezas 16 pieces carried (est.) 

Just a few pieces document the first airmail flight from Colon, Panama to Puerto Cabezas, 

Nicaragua. 

Roessler tried to entice Lindbergh to carry philatelic mail on the Orteig flight. CAL left 
the pound of envelopes and the check for $1,000 at Mitchell Field in Long Island. 
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77. Miami—Buenos Aires 

The world was shrinking. Pan American could offer passengers, cargo, and mail one week service 
from New York to Argentina. This meter paid piece left New York on April 25th departing Miami the 
following day. The receiver mark shows it arriving in the Canal Zone on May 1st. The envelope was 
overfranked by 5 cents. 

77. Miami—Buenos Aires 

Addressed to the President of Pan Am this cover left 
Grand Central Station in Manhattan on the afternoon of 
April 25th and arrived in Buenos Aires on May 2nd. 
The rate was 55 cents. 
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77. Miami—Buenos Aires 

In order to get Argentinian mail to use it’s flights Pan American needed to match 
competitor NYRBA. Pan Am’s rival offered Commodore mail service, Buenos Aires to 
the US in seven days. While this was possible in good weather, it was often a difficult 
promise to keep. This interesting envelope posted in Washington DC and staged 
from Miami.  It boasts both a smaller machine cancel for the May 2nd arrival on the 
obverse as well as an attractive receiving mark on the reverse. 
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80. Miami—Cienfuegos 

80. Miami—Cienfuegos 

The American Clipper, a massive Sikorsky S-40 capable of carrying 44 
passengers, cargo, and the mail, became the flagship of the Pan Am fleet. 
Specially designed for the airlines it flew across the Caribbean with speed and 
comfort. This example was overpaid by one cent. For an unknown reason the 
receiving mark appears a day too early. 

An example (with a black instead of a blue cachet) posted with correct Miami to Cuba rate. 
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82. Miami—Barranquilla                         89. Barranquilla—Cristobal 

81. Miami—Kingston 

Correctly franked with 10 cents to carry on first flight 
to Kingston. During evening dinners Lindbergh 
reportedly dined with Rowe and Sikorsky planning 
the next generation of transatlantic aircraft. Cachet 
on reverse shows original November 17th planned 
departure. 

Combination envelope carried first to Barranquilla and then returned to the States a few days later. 
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83. Miami—Cristobal 

82. Miami—Barranquilla 

Map stamps used to pay the 35 cent rate to Columbia. 

Four definitives applied to pay the 20 cent rate. 
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83 

Business sized envelope with 
Pan American Airways corner 
card used to document the 
inaugural “American Clipper” 
service from Miami to Cristobal 
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84. Cienfuegos—Kingston 

A total of 228 pieces were carried.  Unscheduled overnight delay due to a broken starter motor. 
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85. Cienfuegos—Barranquilla 112 pieces 

86. Cienfuegos—Cristobal 

Departing Cienfuegos on Nov 21st this correctly franked (35c) cover arrived Barranquilla the next day. 

209 covers, including this one addressed to Juan Trippe, were posted from 
Cienfuegos to Cristobal. Since the flight from Miami did not arrive until 1:30 on the 
20th, it was too late to arrive in Kingston before dark. The flight finally departed on the 
21stand arrived in the Canal Zone the following day. 
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87. Kingston—Barranquilla Ex-SAMUELSON 

88. Kingston—Cristobal 

A small number of covers, including this attractive one addressed to Basil 
Rowe, moved from Jamaica to Columbia. 

Airmail envelope with both a machine and hand cancel from Kingston with 

correct 1s rate. 
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90. Cristobal—Barranquilla 

Lindbergh had spent half the summer surveying a northern route to the 
Orient traveling through Canada and on to Alaska. There as a favor he 
carried a few letters from Point Barrow to Nome. He also carried a letter 
from Karagin, USSR, on the far side of the Bering Sea to Tokyo. Just 
three months later he was back in Central and South America opening up 
new air routes. 

91. Colon—Barranquilla 

Peer, an avid Lindbergh collector, had this cover mailed from Panama to Columbia. 
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94. Cristobal—Miami 

92. Cristobal—Kingston 

For the intermediate stop 15c covered the postage. 

Airmail envelope with aqua “American Clipper” cachet sent from Cristobal to Miami. 
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95. Barranquilla—Kingston 

For this Lindbergh flight only SCADTA and Columbian  stamps were required. Here a 
30c SCADTA airmail stamp and two Columbian issues make up the 35 centavos rate. 
Some mail (including this piece) travelled from Jamaica to Miami and beyond while a 
small number went to Cienfuegos, Cuba.  

While leaving the boat slip the plane hooked the end of the dock and put a long gash 
in the starboard pontoon. SCADTA mechanics worked all night to repair the damage.  
It technically qualifies this leg as “crash” mail. 
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97. Kingston—Cienfuegos Ex– SPOONER 

98. Kingston—Miami Ex– SAMUELSON 

Peer had a knack for having mail carried on some of Lindbergh’s scarcer 
routes.  No official cachet was available from Jamaica. 

This attractive envelope is backstamped in Wooster, Ohio. The rate to reach 

Miami and the domestic mail system was 9d. 



1931                                    Lindbergh Flies the Mail                                     Clipper 

99. Cienfuegos—Miami 

Northbound 
letters from 
Cienfuegos 
had a 
cachet but 
did not list 
a date. It 
was added 
later with a 
handstamp. 

This isn’t the end of Lindbergh’s story. While he 
carried regularly scheduled mail from 1926-1931  
he would influence America’s commercial aviation 
and American rocketry, preparedness for WWII, 
winning the war, and later the environmental 
movement. 

Lindbergh got the financing for Robert Goddard, 
the father of American rocketry. 

He worked with Dr. Alexis Carrel, the first physician 
to win a Nobel Prize, on a perfusion pump, also 
known as an artificial heart. 

Lindbergh in the late 1930’s inspected military 
aviation in Germany, France, England, and the 
USSR. His recommendations coupled with a 23 
stop tour of American capability got President 
Roosevelt to recommend $300 million be budgeted 
for expansion of Army and Navy airpower. 

After leading the opposition to America’s entry into 
WWII he flight tested fighters to extend their range 
from 6 to 10 hours, and flew 50 bombing missions 
as a “technical representative” in the South Pacific. 
Lindbergh helped reinvent Strategic Air Command 
after the atomic attacks on Japan. 

Lindbergh, a beanpole airmail pilot from Minnesota, 
had become, and deservedly so, “the most 
celebrated living person to ever walk the earth”. 


