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INTRODUCTION  
The Province of Newfoundland became part of the Canadian Confederation on V April 1949. 

Prior to that date, it was a Colony within the British Empire and subject to the Imperial Post Office 
in London, England. It had its own postal administration and postage stamps. 

Its geographical location as the most easterly part ofNorth America brought it into prominence 
when air transport across the North Atlantic became, in the 1930's, first a probability and then a 
reality. As a result it was closely involved in the negotiations between Great Britain and the United 
States, as well as Canada, to explore the development of an air link which resulted in the 
construction, first of a flying boat base at Botwood, and then an airport for land planes at nearby 
Gander. 

The airmail postage rates for Newfoundland for that period are often not clearly understood, 
and sometimes have been assumed to be those of Canada. Particular attention is drawn to the 
following differences (see later herein):- 
a) From 15th  June 1939, the rate per Vz oz. for letters from Newfoundland to Canada was 10 cents, 

and to the U.S.A. 15 cents. (See also P.O. Circular of 26' Dec 1940.) 
b) From 1' May 1942, the Trans-Atlantic rate of 30 cents per 1/2  oz. introduced on 15'  June 1939 

was raised to 35 cents per V2 oz. This continued until June 1944 when it reverted to 30 cents. 
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FRONT COVER 

The cover illustrated was mailed from Salmon Cove, Clarkes Beach, NFLD. - The address is 

on the back of the envelope. 

It was addressed to: Captain Turner, Officer in Charge of the Overseas Forestry Unit (ft23), 
Drumsheugh Garden, Edinburgh, Scotland 

The cover was cancelled CLARKES BEACH SE 17 1942. - There are three indistinct 
circular datestamps on the front of the envelope. 

It was cancelled again ST. JOHN'S NEWFOUNDLAND by a slogan cancellation - Both 
the date and the slogan are indistinct. 

It was correctly franked 35 cents. 

The cover was censored, and re-sealed with a P,C.90 label stating: OPENED BY EXAMINER 
DC/45. - The "DC" indicates that this was carried out in Newfoundland. 

Copyright: THE CANADIAN AEROPHILATELIC SOCIETY, August 2000. 
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General Guide by page numbering 
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Canada Domestic Service( see also Canada/U.S rates) 2 
Canada & U.S.A —Rates and Service 9,12,13,15,18,19,21 
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England-Africa Service 2,19 
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Transatlantic Service- Imperial 8 
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U.S. FAM Services Rates 5,8,9,11,18,21 
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NOTE: 

The year 1930 was the first in which any specially designed air stamps were printed. Post 
Office Circulars for the year 1930-1936 have not yet been seen. The relevant information 
relating to those years will be added later. 

Jack Ince 
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