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The USS AKRON & MACON Airships in Florida & the Caribbean - 1933 & 1934

Purpose & Scope

The purpose of this exhibit to tell the story of the rigid US airships flown to
Florida and the Caribbean in the middle 1930’s. We develop this philatelic history
using mail carried on the USS AKRON & MACON, supplemented by event covers
from both. We will emphasize flown mail, covers dispatched from international
locations, and rare covers seldom seen.
Background

Rigid airships held great promise for long haul transportation during the 1920’s
and 1930’s. Best known is the German LZ 129 Hindenburg and 2017 marked the 80t
anniversary of her fiery crash. In the U.S., the Navy supported large airship
development for long-range scouting & fleet reconnaissance. Florida and the Islands
of the Caribbean played a key role in this development, providing strategic stops for
flights on the southern route to and from Africa and Brazil. The USS LOS ANGELES
ZR-3 made numerous stops in Florida and the Caribbean from 1925 through 1931, and
the Graf Zeppelin LZ-127 stopped in Miami on its way from Brazil to the Chicago
World’s Fair in 1933.

This exhibit focuses first on the USS AKRON ZRS-4 just before her crash on
April 4, 1933 (the AKRONs first flight to Florida occurred in early 1933). The US
Navy Christened the USS MACON ZRS-5 on March 11, 1933, and she crashed in the
Pacific on February 12, 1935. Four MACON flights to and from the mooring mast in
Opa Locka, Florida, are a second focus, with two of those flights to the Caribbean.
Rarity & Unigueness

Except for covers from two flights of the AKRON in 1932, mail flown on either
the AKRON or MACON is quite rare and was carried by the officers and other crew
members. We show two of the three different AKRON covers flown from Lakehurst
to Miami in this exhibit. With one possible exception, shown in the exhibit, the
MACON did not carry any mail to Miami or the Caribbean — we use event covers here
to tell that part of the story. For many of the event covers shown, less than 10 made.
We highlight particularly rare or noteworthy covers with red borders.
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Front and back of first day card for the
only AKRON or MACON stamp, Cuba
Scott #C19. Harry Gordon prepared the
The stamp is not tied by a
postmark, which appears on the reverse,

card.
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Details for critical flights in this exhibit — includes flown covers highlighted in green

EN ST,

Ship Flight Date Up Ship From To Moored Time Mail
AKRON [#1 Testing 9/23/1931| 3:35PM Akron Akron 9/23/1931 | 7:25PM | Yes
#29 Transcontinental Flight | 5/8/1932 | 6:55 AM Lakehurst | San Diego | 5/11/1932 | 6:58 PM [ Yes

#58 Enroute; plane tests 1/3/1933 | 5:19 PM Lakehurst OpalLocka | 1/4/1933 6:11PM | Yes

#59 Cuba Site Inspection 1/7/1933 | 1:55PM OpalLocka | OpalLocka | 1/9/1933 6:39PM | Yes

#60 Return 1/10/1933| 9:38 AM Opa Locka | Lakehurst 11111933 | 4:32 AM No

#67 Enroute; Site Inspection | 3/11/1933| 2:05 PM Lakehurst OpaLocka | 3/12/1933 | 9:59 PM No

#68 - #70 Drrills 3/14/1933| 10:02 AM | Opalocka | Opalocka | 3/22/1933 | 6:05PM No

#71 Return 3/22/1933| 11:16 PM | OpaLocka | Lakehurst 3/23/1933 | 4:52 PM No

#73 Crash 4/3/1933 | 7:28 PM Lakehurst Crashed 4/4/1933 | 12:35 AM| No

MACON [#1 Testing 4/21/1933| 6:02 AM Akron Akron 4/21/1933 | 6:50 PM | Yes
#5 Delivery to Lakehurst 6/23/1933| 8:21 PM Akron Lakehurst 6/24/1933 | 4:23 AM | Yes

#23 Enroute 4/20/1934| 9:37 AM Moffett Field| Opa Locka | 4/22/1934 | 7:07 PM No

#24 - #25 Fleet Exercises 5/3/1934 | 9:00 AM OpaLocka | OpalLocka | 5/13/1934 | 5:45 AM No

#26 Return 5/16/1934| 7:07 AM Opa Locka | Moffett Field| 5/18/1934 | 7:07 AM No

#54 Crash 2/11/1935| 7:10 AM Moffett Field| Crashed 2/12/1935 | 5:15 PM No




Introduction — USS LOS ANGELES (ZR-3 /LZ-126) in the Caribbean, 1925 - 1931

METUNN IN TEN DAYSR TO
EDWARD C. WORDEN
ANALYTICAL AND CONSULTING CHEMIST
MILBURN, NEW JERSEY

\

S A Jaoksorx Heights
Baward C. Worden, ‘\\' ,

% American Express Co., ¢
San Juna, Porto Rico.

Tl;se Home of the Postage Stamp

The USS LOS ANGELES was the first large US airship to fly to the Caribbean. This Cover flown on the return trip from Mayaguez Bay to Lakehurst. Up-ship from
cover, flown on the 19™ flight overall (13" after delivery of the ship from Germany), the USS PATOKA was on May 8™, mooring at Lakehurst on the 9®. Official
left Lakehurst on May 3, 1925, and moored at the USS PATOKA in Mayaguez Bay on postmark plus additional markings, including USS PATOKA “cancellation.”
the 4™, Serviced by Edward Warden, the cover has a less common 2-line directional Covers with both the Mayaguez and PATOKA cancellations are rare, but the
cachet and the USPS official postmark. It overpays the $0.02 rate. Two hundred Ibs. number made is not known.

of mail were carried.
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Cover from the LOS ANGELES’ last trip to the Caribbean, February 4 to March Copy of original photograph from the collection of the LOS ANGELES moored at
18, 1931, commemorating the arrival of the LOS ANGELES at Guantanamo Bay the USS PATOKA (AO-9) in Panama Bay in 1931 during her last visit to the
on February 23", The R. L. Razette cached cover is signed by US Navy officers at Caribbean.

Guantanamo Bay. The number of these rare covers made is not known. 1 2



Highlights of Early Flights of the USS AKRON ZRS-4 - First Flight and Delivery to Lakehurst

Cropped and reduced news photo from the collection showing first walk-
out of the AKRON from the Goodyear Zeppelin hangar, August 28, 1931.
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First flight cover with Sept. 23 postmark has a backstamp in Lennoxville, Quebec, on
the 25M. The airmail rate to Canada was $0.06, short-paid by the US C12. The
Canadian franking —a C2 and 162 — is incorrect usage. It is signed by the Secretary of
the Navy Charles F. Adams Ill and LCDR Charles E. Rosendahl, CO of the AKRON.
First flight event covers with mixed franking are seldom seen , but the number made is
unknown.

Unlisted cover carried by Machinist Mate Bill Russell on the AKRON’s first flight,
signed by LT Morgan Redfield of the USS Akron. Two of these covers have been
reported.
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, Akron, O.U. S

Only cover reported flown on the USS Akron delivery flight (#10) from Akron to
Lakehurst. It carries the standard Akron Chamber of Commerce Cachet plus pen
notation from LT R. S. Mayer. It was cancelled at Lakehurst on arrival.
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USS AKRON Transcontinental Flight Carrying U.S. Post Office Department Mail May 8,1932
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the Navy Department.)

Special Roessler envelope with green printed stamp, and cachet in orange showing
the relative size of the SHENANDOAH, LOS ANGELES, and AKRON. Typical Post
Office Department cachet in magenta. Covers with all three “cachets” are unreported
and seldom seen; the number made is unknown.

_Via Air Mail
1T Jover

Mri| R. L. Singley,

Lancaster,

Pa.

Cover posted on February 22, the first day of use of the Canada C3, plus a US C11
tied by the May 6™ Lakehurst cancel. The US postage was not necessary. The proper
USPS backstamp is present. The cover is signed by crash survivor R. E. Deal.
Foreign franking is seldom seen; the number made is unknown.
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One of only two covers signed by all three AKRON commanders: Rosendahl through
June 22nd, 1932; Dresel through January 2", 1933; McCord went down with the ship
on April 4™, Additional “Via U.S. AKRON” added by Harry Gordon; this is the
AKRON Encyclopedia reference cover.
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Reduced news photo of mail on-board the AKRON for the Transcontinental flight,
from original in the collection.
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USS AKRON A.C. Roessler “Stamps”
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A. C. Roessler was a well-know philatelist, printer, and ink expert of the period. He prepared Card commemorating the mooring of the AKRON at the USS PATOKA

overprinted stamps like the ones shown above left and covers on this page to increase the value in San Francisco Bay on May 17, 1932. Card, prepared by Reuben Aretz
of the special covers he made for various flights. In 1933 he was convicted on Federal charges did not reach the PATOKA until September 13 in Bremerton,
of “Printing items in similitude of obligations of the United States”. He pled guilty and was Washington. The Roessler “stamp” is tied by the receiver cancel. The
placed on probation for three years. He also made both perforated and imperf “stamps” like the card is signed by CDR Frank McCord, AKRON CO January 3 — April 4,
ones shown above and also printed similar images on some envelopes (i.e. one below right). 1933 — he went down with the ship during the crash.
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Special Roessler envelope with AKRON line drawing in blue. The franking includes
a $0.01 Washington with Roessler’s “Akron Mail” overprint tied by the Lakehurst
postmark. The cover is signed by the three survivors of the AKRON crash, LCDR
Wiley, Dean, and Irwin, with typed notation. This cover may be unique. 1 5

Experimental shinny silver Roessler envelope with additional USS AKRON line
drawing cachet. This cover also exhibits one of Roessler’s “Akron Mail”” overprinted
stamps. Silver covers for this flight are not reported; given the overprinted stamp this
cover is rare and may be unique.



USS AKRON Flown Mail - Last Half of 1932
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VIA AIR MAIL .

Kelth E. Harris,

176 N. Main St.,
Wellsvi.le, N.Y.
TR
U.S. POST
DEPARTIENY .

. . . . : . Cover postmarked July 1 instead of the correct August 1. These covers may have
Typlcal cover from the Tactical Training Flight with Post Office Department C_""ChEt been delivered to Lakehurst on July 1, cancelled, and held for the flight; an error
In magenta.hC?rrect $O'0?‘ flrankln_g for the ra]Ee <r:]hange on July 6. CO\éer Is signed during cancellation is possible. Covers cancelled July 1 should be paid at a $0.05
by CDR Charles Rosentha Previous CQ ot the AKRON'. Cover has USPOD rate. This cover is franked with $0.08, the rate on August 1. These covers are
backstamp cachet and Lakehurst receiver similar to the one at right.

seldom seen, but the number is unknown.
~ IR MAJL =

TAlR MAIL

|.USS. AKRON .
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Special Roessler Washington stamped envelope with printed “Air Mail USS.
Akron” imprint and one-line “Atlantic Fleet Maneuvers” cachet. Correct $0.08 air

mail rate and USPOD cachet. These covers are seldom seen but the number made
IS not known.

Cover carried on the November 2" flight with Fordham Aerophilatelic Society and
additional 2-line stamped cachet. It is signed by the Akron Commanding Officer then
LCDR Charles Rosendahl — only one reported made; this cover is unique.
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USS AKRON Flights to Miami & the Caribbean - Introduction

Realizing the strategic importance of Florida, the Navy established a Reserve
Aviation Training Base in Opa Locka in 1932. The NRATB became the home of a

Dirigible Base, with mast over 80’ high to moor the larger airships.

X
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MIAMI CHAMBER of COMMES
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Baltef J« McHNulty

45 New York Avenue
Johnson City, N.Y.

Unlisted cover signed by Miami Mayor R. B. Gautier commemorating Miami Air
Races and Dirigible Base dedication. Covers with purple stamped cachet are
common. Airmail envelope with period hand-coloring and signature may be unique.
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Cover commemorating AKRON change of command on January 2, 1933, with rubber
stamped cachet signed by CDR Frank McCord. Only 4 of these covers were made.

Then CDR Algier Dresel was the CO of the USS AKRON before being assigned to
the USS MACON. CDR Frank McCord took command of the AKRON on January
2, 1933, and was the CO through the crash on April 4 — he was killed in the crash.
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Cover commemorating AKRON change of command on January 2, 1933, with rubber
typed cachet signed by CDR Alger Dresel. Only 3 of these covers were made.

Cover prepared by Ruben Aretz who signed the cover on the reverse with the
notation “1 of 1. Flown round trip from Lakehurst to Miami and the Caribbean on
flights 58, 59, & 60, and signed by the new CO of the AKRON, CDR Frank
McCord. Only one cover reported made.
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USS AKRON Arrives in Miami January 4, 1933

TUS.AKRON—-FIRST
| g VISIT

| TMIAMI-FLA-JAN-4-1933 l
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The AKRON left Lakehurst January 3", arriving in Miami on the 4™. Unreported
cover commemorating flight #58 Lakehurst to Opa Locka (Miami) Period hand
colored Chamber cachet is seldom seen, but the number made is not known.
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AIR RACES

MIAMI - FLORIDA

1933

Cover commemorating the
AKRON’s Fly-over of the Miami
Air Races with Miami Chamber of
Commerce double rubber stamped
cachet, including “First Visit USS Akron.” Covers are seldom seen, but the number made is not
known. Accompanying ticket for the Air Races showing the AKRON in the background.
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dirigible Akron, atarting January 3 -1 lx
from Lakehurst, N. J. 1o Guantan-

N amo, Cubs, 10 Inapect mooring mast
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Unlisted cover flown from Lakehurst to Opa Locka, signed by ADM William A.
Moffett, who was on the flight. The cover is seldom seen, and may be unique. ADM
Moffett was killed 3 months later in the AKRON crash.

Copy of a news photo from the collection (cropped and reduced to fit) dated
January 6, 1933,showing the AKRON flying over the Miami Air Races.
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USS AKRON Flight to Guantanamo Bay, Return
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Cover with Cuba franking and rubber stamped cachet with Guantanamo, Oriente,
Cuba, postmark - signed by AKRON CO, CDR Frank McCord. Only one of these
Covers prepared by R. L. Razzette commemorating the AKRON’s visit to the covers has been reported.

US Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Covers sent regular mail had a
green cachet; those sent air mail, magenta — this was a common but seldom
reported practice by cachet-makers. A total of 64 covers were reported made.

Cover commemorating the AKRON’s departure with R. L. Razzette printed cachet on
UCT7. 40 covers reported for both regular and air mail.
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to Miami, and Lakehurst, January, 1933
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The MACON departed from Opa Locka on January 10", heading back to Lakehurst. | S-M | 4 224
The Miami Chamber prepared 86 of these covers, commemorating the event. N-25- ' H7°6Y |
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Total e 10 date, 1

Cover prepared by Ruben Aretz with typed cachet, commemorating the first flight Copy of January, 1933, entry of the Flight Log Book of Lucius W. Rutan, Aviation Chief Machinist Mate,
of the AKRON under the command of CDR Frank McCord. The cover was from the collection (reduced to fit). The first log entry is February 25, 1927; the Log spans flights in the J-3
postmarked on January 17, after the return of the AKRON to Lakehurst. Blimp, USS Los Angeles (ZR-3 — 31 flights), and the USS Akron — last 20 flights. The entry indicates flight

details, including duration. Rutan went down with the ship along with CDR McCord on April 41,
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Last Major Flights of the AKRON - Miami, Canal Zone, & Panama

UNITRR STATES POSTALL UNITED STATES MISTAGL
-y

U S 5 AKRON

-=AVES LAKEHI
PANAMA
CANAL ZONF

The AKRON left Lakehurst on March 11 for Opa Locka, FL, flight #67. Rubber
stamped cachet with cover signed by the Akron CO, CDR Frank McCord. Cover is
seldom seen but the number made is unknown; this is the reference copy for the
definitive encyclopedia on the USS AKRON covers.

Cristobal Postmaster notation and signature, with arrival at 8:55 AM and departure
at 4:58 PM. The cover is signed by the Postmaster and Claude A. Swanson,
Secretary of the Navy, previously US Senator and Governor of Virginia. It was also
signed by the Akron CO, CDR Frank McCord. Only one cover was reported made.
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After spending a few days moored at Opa Locka, the AKRON left for Panama and
the Canal Zone on March 14. The departure of flight #68 is commemorated by this
cover, prepared by the Miami Philatelic Society’s David Rosenthal. It is also signed
by CDR McCord. Few covers were made.

06 3486 1k 4533100600 e U

Unused Picture Postcard of the USS Akron over the Canal Zone,
Dated March 15, 1933
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Last Major Flights of the AKRON - Panama, Miami, Lakehurst, & the Crash

7, AR I REPUSLICA DE PAKARA )
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Rubber Stamped “Welcome Akron” cachet and cancel from the Agency Postal de
Colon, Panama. The cover is signed by Secretary of the Navy Swanson and Akron

CO, Frank McCord. Cover is seldom seen.
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Cover prepared by the Fordham AeroPhilatelic Society commemorates the return of
the AKRON to Lakehurst on March 23, Twenty five covers were made.
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DAVID ROSENIHAL
N7 S.W, 9 8] MIAML " A = =
AKRON===AKRON === AKRUL,
U.S.lavy Dirigible
Returus to Niami Base
March 18,1933
From a Round Trip Flight
to the Fanama Canal.

AKR Ol ==~ AKRON === AKHON .,

The AKRON was scheduled to return to Lakehurst on March 18; it was held over
until the 22" for additional drills (flight #71). This David Rosenthal cover
commemorates the departure from Opa Locka. Ten covers were reported made.

The USS AKRON Crashed on April 4,1932,0ff the New Jersey Coast

U.S.5.AKRON
CRASHED AT SEA.
APRIL 4, 1933

Nr. H. GoRbov
QLI BELMWT Ayr
BRoWX, M. ).

svrnrr l(!’ LIVES LosT.
“REQUIESCAT In PACE”

Hand painted cover signed by Secretary of the Navy, Claude A. Swanson,
and Akron Survivor Moody E. Erwin. The Akron went down 20 miles east

of Beach Haven - one of ten covers reported made. 2 4



USS MACON Christening March 11, 1933

This Card Admits You to Reserved Section in Dock
Bring-this Card with You

OFFICIAL PASS
CHRISTENING CEREMONY

United States Airship Macon

] —

AKRON, cel-ho -MARCH 11, 1933

Macon Skin Material Composite with
“Macon”  stamping; pass for
Christening Ceremony at right.

@ LSNAYY ;

gl VIA AIR MAIL

ZRS-5 H. B. Christ,

U. S. : MACON 2116 Vgse Aivenue,
MNarch 11, 1933
Akron Chamber of ( nanay | Bronx. N. Yo City.

Akron, O., U. S

Akron Chamber of Commerce cacheted cover signed by ADM William A. Moffett
and his wife, Jeanette Whitton Moffett who Christened the Macon. Admiral Moffett
was lost less than one month later in the crash of the USS Akron. \ery rare cover
with both signatures; may be unique.
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Flown Mail - USS MACON First & Lakehurst Delivery Flights April — June, 1933
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Covers carried and on the MACON:?’s first flight signed on the reverse by MACON
CO, CDR Alger Dresel. loor Navy Day cacheted cover was serviced by and addressed
to CAPT W. R. van Auken in his own hand; he later served as the CO of the USS
Oklahoma and was a member of the Macon Crash Board of Inquiry. The notation on
the reverse in the lower right is was also penned by CAPT van Auken. Four cover are
known to exist.
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Mr. William O. Boss

This is to verify that the cover which you showed me (the copy
of which is shown above) was one of L/ covers which I sent
in an envelope to the US Macon's Commander, A.H. Dresel, along
with an enclosed note asking him to carry the covers on the
Macon's delivery flight from Akron, Ohio, to Lakehurst, New
Jersey. All of my letters were returned individually by mail
to me bearing the Lakehurst postmark date of June 24, 1933,
without comment or signatures. Since I mailed the covers to
Commander A.H. Dresel at Akron, Ohio, only a few days prior
the delivery flight, I believe that he did actually carry the
covers on the Macon and mailed them to me upon his arrival at

Lakehurst on June 24th.
- qEALL‘\ ?VL/ Cﬁ’ﬂ(’ %

Ruebin W. Aretz

July /@, 1980

The envelope for the cover above was originally prepared by A. C. Roessler for the USS
AKRON Coast to Coast flight in May, 1932. Reuben Aretz added the typed cachet and address.
The provenance for the flown cover is partially established by the accompanying letter from
Aretz (part of this collection) — originally part of the collection of Bill Boss and later Allen
Klein. It is the reference cover from the definitive encyclopedia of USS MACON covers.
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MACON Delivery - Lakehurst to NAS Sunnyvale

LEAVES

LAKEHURST, N.T.

T s

ocT. 12, 1933 A
ﬂ T VIA AIR MAIL
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U.S5. 5. MACON (o [ DNFED STATES POSTALE

aster Stephen B, Hutnick, Jr.
5933 lLansdowne Ave,
West Philadelphia
FOR Pennae

SUNNYVALE, CALIF.

The MACON departed Lakehurst at 6:05 PM on October 12, 1933, heading SSE down the
coast. Cover postmarked 5 minutes before up-ship has hand-drawn cachet by Stephen E.
Hutnick. Very few covers were made and they are seldom seen; however, the number made
IS not known.

5
~ '\'.‘»”:

,f-/éi
" wVIA AIR MAIL

The MACON passed over Fort Worth, TX, at 8 PM on the 13™. This cover prepared by
the Postmaster of Ft. Worth with notation of time of the fly-over is the reference cover for
the definitive encyclopedia of USS Macon covers - seldom seen; the number made is

unknown. 27



MACON Arrival - Lakehurst to NAS Sunnyvale October,1933 - February, 1934

CARRIED ON THE
U. S DIRIGIBLE MACON

ON FIRST FLIGHT FROM MOFFETT ’l ? - 3
.
— «

FIELD TO MOORING MAST AT

V05 PosTase = )

CAMP KEARNY, CALIF RS CERTS S

pt J. Jones
Jamestown,
california,

Albert N Brown
e/o J A Mathews
Moffett Fijeld, Cal

Coodyear “Volunteer”
greets the “Macon™

Commemorative arrival cover postmarked at Moffett Field 8 minutes after mooring. Covers One of 35 covers made for the 6" flight fr’om Moffett Field. Cover.prepared by
with the “Goodyear Blimp greets the Macon™ cachet are common. However, those printed on Alb_ert Brown was postmarked on the Macon’s depa.\rture (up ship at 11:32 AM) and
the special Tillie Ellett Ford Tri-Motor Airmail envelopes are seldom seen. again on her return to Moffett Field (Moored at 4:28 PM). It was intended to be

carried but did not make the flight, with “Not Carried” add-on cachet.

FIELD TO MOORING MAST AT

CAMP KEARNY, CALIF

Harry Gordon
780 Barden St
Bronx, N. Y.

Cover flown on the 6" flight addressed to foremost Macon collector Harry Gordon.

Reduced photo from the collection looking NNW showing the USS Macon Note the additional $0.05 franking for the flight. Signed by ADM David F. Sellers,
hovering above Moffett Field. The road in the foreground is the location of US CINC US Fleet and RADM Ernest J. King, Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics; King
Highway 101. became COMINCH and CNO simultaneously during WWII, and was promoted to

2.8 Fleet ADM in 1944. 210



Flown Mail on Early Flights of the USS MACON from Moffett Field

LS IOSTMGE
RELT8E

conpt G &

VIA AIR MAIL "MACON”" FLIGHT
TO DAY THE GIalNT AIRSHIP e NAVY DAY, OCTOBER 27, 1933

UeSeSe mqon ¢ :‘::: -; = The first flight of the "Macon™ after the

TO00K OFF FROM HER NEW BASE c . | arrival at Moffett Field, Celebrating
QN H5R FIRST PLIGHT OViR - ? Navy Day by a two-day cruise 1o San
IdE CALIFORNIAN COAST . — nz:ﬁg l(;; r:::iu brgonfls(m:llling ;: N:nvn-?:cc(:

3 tivities. This cover was carried on the

This cover was prepared by and addressed to Albert Brown, President, West Coast Air
Mail Society. 24 covers were flown, postmarked on the MACON’s return and signed

by the Moffett Field Postmaster.

The MACON’S first flight from Moffett Field departed at 12:11 PM on October 26,
1933, heading to Southern California and the Pacific. This cover prepared and
signed by J. D. Long is the reference for the definitive Encyclopedia on USS
AKRON and MACON covers. 10 Covers were made.

Wogaren
AL
:

- —— " - L 7 -2
SAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 11 (U, | , W

P.) ~Fifty-five warships, an aerial J 1 } pa— ’ @ 5

host headed by the dirigible Macon

and 20,000 men wsited today in the (130AN — : =
San Francisco Bay area for the o / : -
signnl that would launch them on 1933 /T s .
& defense of the Pacifie Coast \ . 3
aguinat an “invading” naval force. .
Admiral David ¥. Sellers, com-
mander-in-chief of the United Staten
battlo fleet, expected to give the
;lOl;;li enrfl‘y on Monday for the de-
ending fleet to advance through
the Golden Gate to repel an cqun]“ly WAR GAME PLANNED
;trongmforc‘e Intent upon “‘captur- ———
ng' the city, It will be perha ¢ 4
tho greatest mock battle lnpAmex'-: Fleet Rea:y to. Delens" Son
can peacetime history, PR,

\'-.
o\
N\ s CARRIED 8Y COUNTESY ON THE DIRIGISLE L
U.5 5 MACON ON ITS FIRST PAGCIFIC COART ( e

/"/(t, { { ‘tl/"ﬁ ‘l
t \
- .

TACTICAL TRAINING FLIOHT OFF POINT AR
\ JUELLDO A5 AN INTEGRAL UNIT OF THE '
T L )\
N \a UNITED STATES BATTLE FLEET S a \
X (L&
N\ . . . \ L. S C g o
N
!
. X

NOVEMBER 13153, 1032
.

) i (-(1\(: &

First West Coast maneuvers for the MACON November 14 - 17, 1933 - cover
prepared and signed by the Moffett Field Postmaster Jay Matthews. It is seldom seen
and may be unique, but the number made is not known. It is the reference cover for
the definitive Encyclopedia of USS AKRON and MACON covers 2 9

One of 24 covers flown on the 3" flight from Moffett Field, prepared by Albert
Brown. It was postmarked on the MACON’s return to Moffett Field — signed by the

Moffett Field Postmaster.



October,1933 - February, 1934

CARRIED ON THE
U. S DIRIGIBLE MACON
OM FIRST FLIGHT FROM MOFFETT \ .

FIELD TO MOORING MAST AT | | oy
CAMP KEARNY, CALIF s CENTS Sy

Albert N Brown
o/% J A Mathews
Moffett Fijeld, Cal

One of 35 covers made for the 6" flight from Moffett Field. Cover prepared by
Albert Brown was postmarked on the Macon’s departure (up ship at 11:32 AM) and
again on her return to Moffett Field (Moored at 4:28 PM). It was intended to be
carried but did not make the flight, with “Not Carried”” add-on cachet.

FIELD TO MOORING MAST AT

CAMP KEARNY, CALIF

Harry Gordon
780 Barden St
Bronx, N. Y.

Cover flown on the 6™ flight addressed to foremost Macon collector Harry Gordon.
Note the additional $0.05 franking for the flight. Signed by ADM David F. Sellers,
CINC US Fleet and RADM Ernest J. King, Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics; King
became COMINCH and CNO simultaneously during WWII, and was promoted to
Fleet ADM in 1944, 2 10



In preparation for the MACON’s
trip to Florida, the Navy arranged
for training exercises with the Fleet,
which was on its way to the Atlantic
and Caribbean.  The MACON
departed from Moffett Field at 3:01
PM on April 9. The twice-mailed
cover at right is postmarked 30
minutes after up-ship. It was
mailed again upon the MACON’s
return on April 121, Albert Brown
prepared three of these covers with
the news clipping.

*

/]

THE WORLD'S LARGEST DIRlGIBLl;:\
— JOINS THE — :

U. S. PACIFIC FLEET

ON CRUISE TO THE ATLANTIC

DEPARTS FROM MOFFETT FIELD, CAL.

The cover at right from the Fleet Flag
Ship provides details on the movement
of the Fleet from the Pacific to the
Atlantic and Caribbean. This cover
prepared by Julius Hulff is #8 of 12
made.

APR

séi P

199¢

‘Macon Prepareg‘é%

To Join War ¢

One more flight from Moffett
Field, the Navy's west coast dir-|
{gible hase, |s xcheduled for the
Mgeon hefore she cruises sastward
to the Carribean for fleet ma-
neuvers thera May 3 to 10, accord-|
ing to Commander Alger H. Dresel,
poon to be relleved to the dirigible's
command,

One week from today, the Macon |
will =ail south for San Diego,
where ahe will join the fleet for n
tworday war game as L salls for
the east coust,

J.N.Hulff
1420-Winchester
Glendale, Cal

The relatively common cover at
left, prepared by Edward Hacker,
commemorates the MACON’s
departure for this trip, the 9™ flight
from Moffett Field (22" flight
overall). .

el
L MR 5N
1727 0N |

ol A
i ‘aim 3_ )'g“

Los Angeles Harbor, April 9.

The United States Fleet of
111 Ships and 40,000 officers
and men departs on its eight-

month cruise to the Atlantic
gseaboard. The Pennsylvania
weighed anchor at 9:30 a. m.

Admiral David Foote Sellersl(n Own # IVI ade

Commander-in-chief.

HISTORIC ACRONAUTICS ASSUCIATION
JULIUS W, HULFF, Secretary
1420 Winchester Ave,, Glendale, Callf
U S A,

3.1




Training Flight for MACON’s Exercises in the Caribbean

VIA AIR MAIL

Via Air Mail

- BswNavy A

APR10 1934 e~ — =X | e Bred L Fowsl
USS MACON P it | | Terminel Island
MANEUVERS N =/ ‘ Californis

WITH FLLFT - SN 2

; (7[ “4-‘/@-‘4&'_-11&!1 Clerk

MACON’s exercises with the fleet began at 5:00 AM on April 10" in an area about 300 miles south of San Diego, near
Guadalupe Island. Richard Dumonte prepared 75 covers cancelled on board the USS PORTLAND to commemorate the
exercises.

enough south east to visit the

, Mexican coast. However, Julius

Mazatlan, Sin., Mexico. Hulff prepared this cover to

Ao 15 30 : commemorate the MACON’s

The MACON contacts the operations off the west coast of

mightiest armada ever Baja California.  The airmail
assembled under the Stars is franked ith |

and Stripes; in maneuvers off cover IS ran_e Wi a Iess

the Mexican Coast. common Mexico Scott #C46.

TORIG AERCNAUTICS ASSOCIATION Only 10 covers were made.

r @ '. " ' The MACON did not travel far

World's Highest Lighthouse Here

JULIUS W, HULFF, Secretary
120 Winchaster Ave., Glandale, Calit.

U.S A
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pber of Commerce

g Sponnored by Lgn

LAT 82,30
“OVIA AIR MAIL
: |2

USS LEXINGTON cover with Byrd Powell/Oscar Fatout cachets. The positional cancellation places the MACON just off
the coast at Cabo san Lucas. The MACON was released from the exercises in the afternoon of April 11% and returned to
Moffett Field, with the fleet continued on to Panama. This cover is seldom seen but the number made is not known.

U.S.S. MACON

RETURNS TO
MOFFETT FIELD, CALIF.
AFTER FOUR-DAY FLIGHT AT SEA

WAR MANEUVERS
WitH THE U. S. FLEET

EDWARD HACKER
BOX 11
HAMMOND, IND.

The MACON returned to Moffett
Field on the 12t mooring at 5:10
PM. The Edward Hacker cover at
left, commemorating the return, is
postmarked 20 minutes after
mooring.  Twenty covers were
made.

3.3
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U. S. PACIFIC FLEET

ON CRUISE TO THE ATLANTIC

DEPARTS FROM MOFFETT FIELD, CAL.
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VIA AIR MAIL

EDWARD HACKER
BOX |11
HAMMOND, IND,

U.S.S. MACON

LONG BEACH, CALIF.

The MACON left Moffett Field on
Friday, April 20, 1934, at 9:37 AM,
for Florida and Fleet exercises in
the Caribbean. The MACON
traveled out over the Pacific to
Southern California, arriving in the
Los Angeles area at 5PM. Self-
addressed cover at left has Edward
Hacker cachet, postmarked 40
minutes after up-ship. The unlisted
cover is seldom seen — the number
made is not known.

Unreported Long Beach cover has combo Byrd Powell/Oscar Fatout cachets. The “man on a flying trapeze™ cachet is the
emblem of the MACON’S F9C squadron. The MACON then traveled east over what is now Interstate 10, until heading SE
at Indio, following the railroad right of way toward Yuma, AZ,. These covers are rare; the number made is unknown.
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MACON Begins Transcontinental Flight to Florida

54 ¥ P UNETE J SIATES POSTAGE
SR o

P

FLIES TO = VIA AIR MAIL
MIAMI, FLORIDA

an— S l

. FOR ...
U. S. FLEET MANEUVERS IN
THE CARIBBEAN

Nearing SALTON SEA HISTORIC AERONAUTICS ASSOCIATION
4-20-34. 200 feet below sea-level JULIUS W, HULFF, Sacratary

1420 Winchester Awn,, Glendale, Csllf
U s A

From Los Angeles, the MACON headed SE through Thermal, CA, to take advantage
of the low altitude terrain. She following the railroad right of way, passing through
Yuma, AZ, on the way to Phoenix and Tucson. The cover above is #1 of 6 covers
prepared by Julius Hulff. It contained an insert (at right) penned by the Postmaster,
indicating the time the MACON passed over Thermal.

MACON

FLIES TO
MIAMI, FLORIDA
~ FOR ...
U. S. FLEET MANEUVERS IN
THE CARIBBEAN

PASSES TUCSON

Sunnyvale, 975 miles

-
THERMAL, cAL. 7* ©

438 727,

POSTMASTE!
b

The MACON followed the Gila
River (near what is now
Interstate 8) to Phoenix, meeting
up with Interstate 10 to Tucson,
onto El Paso, TX. It was easy
for the MACON to follow the
Southern  Pacific  Railroad;
Interstate 10 was built nearby 20
years later. The cover at left is
#1 of 8 covers prepared by Julius
Hulff.

3.5



Dirigible Macon
Passes El Paso

EL PABO, Tax.,, April 21.—(LN.8,)
~The Navy dirigible Macon pazsod
avar El Paoo on its way from the
Pacifia Coast {0 Miaml at 10:30
o'clock (Chicago time) this morn-
Ing. It waa traveling about fifty

miles an hour in & clear aky.

=il ¢ r‘{ ‘l\
. B Dirigible.
Passed

H. Wm, Peterson
oxa 1428 Farragnut Ave
Chicago, %lls.

over El Paso. Tox:
29-51 A. M. April 21. 1984.

0( Welasis ThaslEt s v L

et leitay

U.S.S. MACON _—
PASSED OVER SIERRA BLANCA,
ENROUTE TO MIAMI
APRIL 21, 1934 .

. U.5.5. MACON
PASSED OVER VAN HORN,TEXAS
ENROUTE TO MIAMI

The Sierra Blanca cover is the APRTL 21,1934

definitive reference cover for the
MACON cover encyclopedia.
The Van Horn cover, is not
listed; in both cases less than 5
covers were made.

The MACON’s trip through West Texas
became one the defining moments in her
history. Even though the path east through
El Paso was the lowest route, the altitude
exceeded the MACON’s normal operating
range. Combined with unfavorable
weather (strong sunlight and significant
clear air turbulence), disaster struck in the
mountains between Sierra Blanca and Van
Horn, Texas.

The cover at top left pinpoints the time the
MACON passed over El Paso and entered
into Texas on April 21. This cover is
unique as illustrated in the MACON cover
reference encyclopedia.

The stresses from the turbulence were too
much for the MACON causing the
structure around the port fin to buckle.
Repairs made on the spot saved the
MACON from a catastrophic end.

The two covers at lower left commemorate
the passage of the MACON through the
pass where the damage was sustained.

E! H  BRENNECKE
422 NO. LE CLAIRE AVE.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

3.6
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After the near disaster in the mountains
of SW Texas, the MACON sped on its
way, reaching San Antonio at
approximately 6:00 PM on the 21t
The cover at right commemorates this
flyover with James Green’s Sunnyvale e
Chamber cachet overprinted with the
hand notation by the San Antonio
Chamber. Few of these covers were
made.

PANAMA FLEET MANEUVERS
AP

tl-f o —

el

i @ el TN

UL /,7 (P e

R A TRTLED m EATES POSTAGE IR ol o §
G £-S- 2267 g ol —
Aﬂ-/z/'f/,.% . 5 . o /‘ 1R 23 Sy |8
i ke & T el 8

ler Clomcls A
lr A F, P
AR LY ity
\/.z/fyti P dh
ESOCIATION /V ZOMN SRCE
LAKE CHARLES, LA,

Cover at right has not been
reported. The red Edward Hacker
Zeppelin cachet has been
overprinted with the green
Crescent City Stamp club cachet
and addressed to Hacker. Cover is
seldom seen; the number made is
less than 20.

The MACON passed over Lake
Charles, LA, 200 Miles west of New
Orleans at 11:30 PM on the 21%,
Cover at left with Chamber of
Commerce stamp over city seal has
pen notation by the Postmaster. Few
were made.

Edwardi Hacker
P.0.Box 11
Hammond, Indisrs
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MACON Arrives in

Jedvw S« "Macon" passed over
\Pensacola about 4:50 A.u.
Sunday, appil <znd.

C

e

After passing New Orleans. The
MACON made her way along the
coast, passing Pensacola, FL, early the
morning of April 22". The cover at left
: _ i RaRy f commemorates this fly over. It is
& . BEeestd) et another James Green cover with double
U. S. S. MACON | Dana, cachet and notation from the Chamber
SUNNYYALE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SRPANT President. Few of these covers were
made.

The MACON reached her final
destination — the dirigible base in
Opa Locka, 10 miles NNW of Miami.
Fifty-five hours after leaving Moffett
Field, the Macon moored at 7:07 PM

e ?;‘2[
U. S.S. MACON || on April 22", commemorated by the

LANDS AT | covers below left.
OPA LOCKA, FLA,. ¥
{- HOME OF THE SOUTH'S
ONLY l
(| | .-U
J\, DIRIGIBLE BASE /Q"“ “ C
(| o (») APR
e e == , “ oo
| )

Mr, Lou Gillman
Yy ron L s

DiricieLe MACON
ties

The cover above, serviced by Paul
Garretson is common — 99 reported
made.  Twenty-five of the Lou
Gilman covers at right have been
reported.

up al r’p. “' r" ~ '- _‘\'
Opa Locka Mooring Mast ’

completing her

2nd Trans-Continental Flight

3.8



Florida April 22, 1934

Numerous  cachet-makers
produced covers with the
4:00 PM Miami postmark,

VIA AIR MAIL

for the MACON’s arrival. FLIES TO =l
Two examples are shown M'AM'-F::-OR
here. The Julius Hulff cover U. S. FLEET MANEUVERS IN
at right is addressed to THE CARIBBEAN
Hulff’s Historic Aeronautics o

iati Arrives Miami 4 p. m. ES.T, HISTORIC AERONAUTICS ASSOCIATION
ASSOCIatlon B #5 Of 7 made' 4.22.34. Sunnyvale, 3000 miles SIS W, NOAFE: Beccotery

1420 Winchester Ave,, Gleadale, Calil.

usa

Lile

’
(%

Mr. E.0., Tauerk

U.S.S8. TEXAS,

()71

-

% P.M. New York,

D

New York.,

)‘).7

J

Colorful cover from Richard Dumonte (US size #10) with both machine and hand cancels. Thirty-six covers have been
reported.



Cover Flown from Moffett Field to Miami?

PANAMA FLEET MANEUVERS

MACON

U. S. S. MACON U.SS

SUNNYVALE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FIRST VISIT # APR,22,1934,
%ﬁm%

MIAM|
-— . - U uwh - v v v - v u--

ma,a,w.ﬂs.lnf, Movub,
. MM aenieel

U.S.S. MACON
ELRST VISIT # APR, 22,1934,
3:20PM
wh WA WA W

No flown USS MACON covers have been reported for this trip between Moffett Field in Sunnyvale, California, and Miami.
This recently (re)discovered cover was dispatched from Sunnyvale before the flight with a common Chamber cachet (250
regular sized covers were made with this cachet). Upon arrival in Miami, the Postmaster signed the cover and it was then
delivered to David Rosenthal, President of the Miami Philatelic Society. He added their cachet to the front and back of the
cover (a copy of the reverse of the cover is also shown). He also added the pen notation suggesting the cover must have been
carried on the MACON. It is possible the cover was carried by regular airmail. However, the flight over a weekend (the
MACON left on Friday and arrived on Sunday), and the bad weather in the Miami area during this period make this
possibility very unlikely. The cover was quite likely carried by the MACON CO, CDR Dresel or one of the senior officers.

3.10



MACON Damage Repairs - Opa Locka

Carolyn Kaye Witter
613 -- 17th St NW,,
Canton, OHIO

Miami Chamber of Commerce

Personnel and materials were sent immediately after the damage report to Florida
from Goodyear Zeppelin in Ohio to make repairs. This Miami Chamber cover is
signed by the Chief Engineer Dr. Karl Arnestein, and other senior Zeppelin design
engineers — H. Leibert, K. Bauch, E. Schoattel, W. Mosebach, B. Schnitzer, K.
Huerttle, and W. Klemperer. Bach traveled to Florida for the repairs. Covers with
this cachet are common; this cover with the signatures is unique.

AFTER 85 DAYS, RETURN TO
MAURICE S, PETTY

WASHINGTON, D, C.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

}JCLtdx,
780

7
/

£

: ,4’

News of the damage was not initially released. This cover was sent to Harry Gordon,
well known collector and publisher of the first MACON cover catalog. 3 11



Rapid Transfer of the U. S. Fleet from the Pacific to the Caribbean

W.P. D’ AMOUR
1213 W. LIBERTY
ANN ARBOR, MICH

Twice mailed cover from the USS RELIEF hospital ship. After the early April exercises
with the MACON, the Fleet headed to the Panama Canal, to assess the time required to
move from Pacific to Atlantic. The second postmark commemorates the sighting of the
MACON in the Caribbean on May 6™, during to first exercises. Although a May 6™ cover is
listed, neither an April 10" or twice mailed cover has been reported. Very few were made.

{’ U.S.S.Relief, Hospital Sh' py} /e
United States Fleet, anchored/’
off Balboa, Canal Zone at 1 :3§
P.M.April 21, 1934,Undervay ap*
gbout 11:00 P.M. April 25,193

Canal en#ering Gatun Lake at

about 5:00 A.M.,anchoring in
Gatun Lake 8:14 A.M, Completed l
transgit of Canal and entered | Vm.Judisch
Atlantic Ocean about 12:1l4noon ! Bex II
April 24, 1934. N\ Plainfield,N.J.

—

Vas‘\./,., There!

0% A 50 A,

USS RELIEF cover with cachet describing the journey through the Panama Canal, arriving
in the Caribbean on April 24™. Number made is not known.

U. 8, 8, PENNSYLVANIA
Flagship, U. 8. Fleet

ARRIVED BALBOA, C. Z,
21 APRIL, 1934,

Common cover with Calloway cachet announcing the arrival of the USS PENNSYLVANIA
in Balboa, The Canal Zone, on the Pacific side of the Panama Canal.

AL 841y, Ceppt i

« - ‘ ‘/_\{ Yo D 3 ryrgl

Twice mailed cover from the USS LEXINGTON. The first double circle postmark
commemorates the LEXINGTONs trip through the Panama Canal. The May 8" postmark
and 3-line cancellation commemorates the ‘“attack” on the LEXINGTON during the
Caribbean exercises. The “attack™ was actually from planes of the USS SARATOGA, using
the LEXINGTON position information supplied by the MACON. The cover is signed by the
CO and XO of the LEXINGTON, CDR Alger Dresel, CO of the MACON, and ADM Ernest
J. King. This cover with the signatures is unique.
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The MACON made two trips from Opa Locka, the
first departing on May 5™, at 9:00AM. She flew SSE
to a position between Coco Solo and Puerto Rico for
Fleet exercises. The cover at left with hand-painted
cachet is seldom seen; the number made is unknown.

FOR A FLIGHT TOWARDS -

The rare cover at right with Michael Sussman cachet is / Hu:ry Gar don

signed by CDR Dresel and RADM King. It flew to CANAL ZONE ‘ % Postmaster

New York, was taken aboard the SS Bremen, and flown To Maneuyer with United States Fleet o e

via catapult plane to Southampton. It is backstamped in /\‘T otal Via Ship=to-shore Flane from N.Y.City

Berlin and Helsinki. Cover is only listed in the Graue
Catapult Catalog — very few covers made.

The MACON flew over South Florida on its way to
the Caribbean. The Edward Hacker cover at left has
a 10:00 AM Perrine Postmark, for the MACON
flyover. Less than 15 covers were made.

== ] 118

Passes Over
Perrine, Florida
Enroute To

First Caribbean
Maneuvers

Only 3 hand colored USS TILLMAN (DD-135) covers
were made to commemorate the flight. The TILLMAN
became one if the “50 ships that save the world” when
she was transferred to the UK and re-christened the
HMS Wells in December, 1940.

4.1



First USS MACON Exercises in the Caribbean

.'_.:’_l"_"u..mx'n E a E i 6

. S.S. Macon

Passes Over

Key Largo, Fla.

Enroute To

First Caribbean
Maneuvers

The MACON flew over Havana at noon on
April 5", The two covers at right
commemorate the fly-over. Both have the
proper $0.10 franking for the airmail rate to
the U.S. The top cover is the reference cover
for the Macon cover encyclopedia and may
be unique.

The bottom cover is one of 8 covers made on
Michael Sussman envelopes with an
additional J. J. Specto cachet. The May 51
Havana postmark ties the two Cuban
airmails. The cover signed by MACON CO
CDR Dresel and RADM Ernest J. King, is
addressed to well know collector of the
period, Harry Gordon.

The MACON continued through South Florida
and the Keys on her way to Havana. The
Edward Hacker cover at left commemorates
the Key Largo flyover. Fourteen covers were
made.

U MAGON OFF FOR
oEh TAGTIG

HAVANA, May 5—(P--The '
United States airship Macon
passed over Huyana at noon to- ’

VIA AIR MAIL

day, en route from Miamli to join
the United States fleet maneuvers
' in the Caribbean Sea,

H. Wm. Peterson,
2736 Wientworth Ave
Chicago, Ills.

EL DIRIGIBLE
US.S.MACON

'Y > -
""- Y TS e s b -

By e L\ Y —

'U‘HIY\HI(HH REPUBLICA DY THEL A

e GORDON
780 GARDEN ST.
BRONX, N. Y.



Cover at left from Coco Solo, Canal Zone,
commemorates the MACON’s
participation in the Fleet exercises
(Problem XV). Coco Solo was a Naval
: e Submarine Base and Air Station on the

& U-8.8 3 O, Atlantic side of the Panama Canal. The
Fleet passed by Coco Solo on their way to
Y w;:u" ks the exercises. The cover is signed by
o v . Secretary of the Navy Claude A. Swanson;
2 . \J ADM David F. Sellers, Commander in
Lo, o Chief of the US Fleet: ADM Ernest J.
-',‘;:Z::;:ﬁog: King; and CDR Charles E. Rosendahl. It

BRONX, N. Y. may be unique and is the reference for the

MACON cover encyclopedia.

o
/Q- PARTICIPATL f?;

Unlisted Edward Hacker cover at left from
the USS TEXAS, which participated in
the exercises commencing on May 6.
Fewer than 15 covers were made.

A NAVY I H l v l *eﬂh{ﬂ
N~ S— —

S. S. MACON
’ ercmhs in First Caribbean Maneuvers
With the U. S. Fleet, May 5 to 7, 1934

Hacker cover from the USS
INDIANAPOLIS postmarked during the
eXercises. The sinking of the
INDIANAPOLIS in July, 1945, and loss of
nearly 900 men became a famous case and
was made into a move in 2016. Edward
Hacker made 15 of these covers with add-on
cachet.

EDWARD HAGCKER
BOX 11

HAMMOND, IND.

SHIANINVIN

With U. S. S MACON



The MACON returned to Opa Locka on May 7t

e T ¢
681 x passing over Matanzas, Cuba. The cover at left,
o g%‘ :g signed by the Postmaster, commemorates the fly-
- O TR . . .
Hord ifo N over.  Attractively franked with a Lindbergh
ke 3- .3 o overprint, “very few covers were made.”
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Owen E, Mc Coy
U.S5.S. Nevada, U.S.N.

Cristobal, C. Z
MANEUVERS WITH MACO ’ » >
A e Division "B®

Unreported USS NEVADA, MACON, cover with
Panama/Canal Zone mixed franking. Neither the
$0.01 Panama nor the Canal Zone airmail are
necessary for this usage. Cover is seldom seen,
but the number made is unknown.

2

Chapter No, 7 U. 8. C. &.

The MACON followed the Keys back to Opa
Locka. The Hacker cover at left commemorates
the fly-over of Islamorada, 15 miles SW of Key
Largo, at 11:00 AM. Less than 15 of these covers
were made.

. 5. 8. Macon

Passes Over

Islamorada, Fl
Enroute From

First Caribbean
Maneuvers

After passing over Hollywood, Florida, the
MACON moored at Opa Locka at 5:40 PM. The
cover at right is seldom seen, but the cachet-maker
and number made are not known — reference for
the MACON cover encyclopedia.

Sighted over Hollywood, Fla. E. H. BRENNECKE
422 NO. LE CLAIRE AVE.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
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USS MACON'’s Second
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The MACON spent 3 days at Opa Locka before |
the next exercises. Up-ship on May 11 was at :.:
8:55 AM. The Miami covers shown here have s
11:30 postmarks. The cover above was made . U. 8. 5. MACON

by Richard Dumonte; thirty-six covers were Myl in its Second Flight From

ade. :.: Opa-Locka Field
,:. for Maneuvers With the S ek
- United States Fleet S @“;w

NY . FEBRUARY |
ATE NUMBER 211

ORIC ALRONAUTICS ASSOCIATION
JULIUS W. HULFF, Secretary
1420 Winchazter Ave., Glesdale, Calil
U. S A

. s. L Ve M&con ; Aj‘l i.4 N tﬂ L

ATR MAIL SR

Passes Over

Princeton, Fla.

The cover above was made by Julius Hulff; it
is number 1 of 7 and is the only one on a
Roessler envelope.

Enroute To

ond Caribbean

Maneuvers

H. ¥im. Peterson
1428 Farragut Ave
Chicago, Ills.

The MACON passed over Princeton at 9:30
on her way to Puerto Rico. Few covers with
the now familiar Edward Hacker cachet at left
were made; the number is not known. 45




Exercises in the Caribbean

)57811,4 0-8.S. YNeeon
JI:60 a.m. ,
The MACON was on station Q) rewlwiarek
near Puerto Rico early the '
morning of May 12,
Exercises for the MACON
started at 9:55 AM. The
cover at right signed by the

USS HOUSTON mail clerk U. 8. 8, MACON
indicated a sighting at 11:00 ‘ Participates in Second Caribbean Maaguvers

AM. The cover with Edward With the U. S. Fleel, May 11 1o 13, 1534 EDWARD HACKER

Hacker cachet is not listed: :A:‘“:f; 1:4:3
fewer than 10 were made. '

was released from the Exercise.
USS PORTLAND cover at

than 10 covers made.

U. S. 8. MACON
RETURNS to OPA-LOCKA FIELD

erenn

SHIANINVIN

May 13, 1934

The MACON made the trip back to Opa
Locka — over 1000 miles — in 15 hours,
mooring at 5:45 AM on May 13", The
Julius Hulff  cover  at right
commemorates the event. This cover is
#1 of 7 made.

HISTORIC AERONAUTICS ASSOCIATION
JULIUS W, HOLFF, Secratary

14210 Winchester Ave., Glandale, Calil
S A

At approximately 3:30 PM the MACON

commemorates the Macon’s departure on
her way back to Opa Locka. This cover
is not listed, seldom seen; with fewer




Summary - USS MACON in the Caribbean

USS MACON (ZRrS-5)

CARTIBBEAN MANTFUVERS

Farly on 11-May the MACON departed Opa Locka for Fleet FExercise N
which was held off the west coast of Puerto Rico. The exercise
finished the next day and the airship returned to Opa Locka on 13-May.
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The MACON’s operations in the Caribbean from May 5" — the 13t are summarized in the drawing above
from an exhibit circa 1960, artist unknown. The original plan had the MACON traveling up the Atlantic
Coast with the Fleet after the exercises. Given the need for more permanent repairs to the damage from
the east bound flight, the MACON was ordered back to Moffett Field.
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N 'I,"-‘”..-" The only stamp issued to commemorate the
U o i s USS ARKRON or MACON is the Cuba Scott
']PUERIOD( HMANIAS[ 'IjPU!RIOD[ HMANIAS(i #Clg’ Showing the MACON over Matanzas’

LH.U]A[:LU!!JJJ LI!UL!L!LH(&'LI‘ issued in 1936. A mint imperforate block of 4
ALRED - is shown at left; the perf 12% variety is

shown on the plan page of the exhibit.
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USS MACON Leaves Florida for Moffett Field in California

VIA AIR MAIL

leaves
- . Miami, Florida
LEAVES FLORIDA FOR o Gy v
3 SE  HARA i< - E. H. BR
HER CALIFORNIA BASE HARRY GORDO " Sunnyvale, Calif. el Gl
g A CHICAGO,

The MACON departed Opa Locka on May 16" at 7:07 AM heading back to Moffett Field, Rare cover with Miami postmark 23 minutes after up-ship. Fifteen covers were made. The
retracing the eastbound path. Michael Sussman cover commemorating departure. The cachet is in the style of others made by Julius Hulff; however they all appear to be serviced
number made is not known — reference for the definitive MACON cover encyclopedia. by E. H. Brennecke.

NS

VIA AIR MAIL

Passes over Dania, Fla.

=

. = £. H. BRENNECKE
- 2 1 ARE AVE.
Enroute to Moffett Field, Cal. 422 NO.LE CRAK

OIS Jos. J. Mattes,
CH\CAGO. ILLINOIS

3505 Janssen Avenue,

"I oeners Y'L'.f ! @
wilaLw Yy abhdlilULO .

Similar cover to the one at top right commemorating the flyover of Dania, Florida. Dania After moving up the east coast of Florida, the MACON headed west, passing over Fort
(now Dania Beach) is 30 miles north of Miami. This cover has not been reported, is seldom Meyers. Cover penned by the Ft. Meyers Chamber secretary commemorates the flyover at
seen, but the number made is not known. 9:00 AM. The number made is not known.
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USS MACON In Transit to Moffett Field

Edward Hacker cover at left from
USS TILLMAN commemorates
the MACON’s departure. Twenty-
five covers were made.

U.S. S. MACON

Leaves MIAMI, FLORI

For MOFFETT FIELD, CAL. .
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The MACON made her way across the
Gulf of Mexico and into Texas. Once in
Texas she took a path farther north than
the east bound flight. The cover at top
right was penned by the Postmaster in
San Angelo Texas for the fly-over at 2:30
AM on May 17", As usual, over land,
the MACON followed a major railroad
right of way, from San Angelo to what is
now the junction between Interstate 10
and 20. The San Angelo cover is also
signed on arrival by the San Diego
Postmaster; few covers were made.

o

ﬁ . v
A Cpr) Favetd IIQJ'MJ
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AN 7224 -LED, Zu

Assistant Postmaste:
8an Dlego, Calif,

7,

&

The lighter MACON made her way
much easier in the morning through the

mountains of SW Texas, making it all the TELCOME=-~U.S.S. MACON

way into California by early morning on T

the 18", The cover at bottom right

commemorating the fly-over of El IMFERIAL VALLEY, CALIF.
Centro, California, is seldom seen, but [HE WITTER GARDEN OF AMERICA

the number made is not known.




USS MACON Back Home at Moffett Field

VIA AIR MAIL

FRANCIS H. JAMES

716 SANTA CLARA AVENUE
ALAMEDA CALIFORNIA

WELCOME HOME

The MACON arrived at Moffett Field on May 18" at 7:07 AM, a trip of 51 hours. The
common Francis James cover above, signed by CDR Herbert Wiley, was postmarked 23
minutes after mooring. Cachet makers would send a proof of the cachet with details on
number made, etc. to Harry Gordan author of the first catalog of MACON covers. The
report at right signed by the cachet-maker and Oakland cachet director shows the number of
airmail and regular mail covers made, typically about 1/3' airmail 2/39’s regular mail.

VIA AIR MAIL
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fhe U. 5. 5. MACON Returns from
Miami, Florida, in the Record-

KR, \\\ IS 1g/J AMES
7 SANTA C =1 AVE JE
Q:“IDP ml‘hh ':s_n MEDA t":L:\FORNcA

gTATIoN G. Box 31
AKLAND, CALIFORNIA

Breaking Time of Forty-
Eight Hours; Mooring
at 7:06 a. m., May
18, 1934, HISTORIC AERONAUTICS ASSN.
Juliua W. Hulif, Sec'y
1420 Winchester, Glendale, Calif.

Julius Hulff cachet on Edmund Miller envelope commemorating the MACON arrival at
Moffett Field is number 4 of 15 covers made. 4 1 0




The Last Flight and Crash of the USS MACON

The MACON’s flight to Florida was the last flight of a
large airship to the mast at Opa Locka; the crash of the
Hindenburg prevented a visit later in 1937. The
MACON would make 29 additional flights during the
remainder of 1934 and early 1935. Unfortunately this
did not leave time for the final repairs of the damage
from the April flight to Miami; these repairs were
scheduled for the spring of 1935 as well as a trip to
Hawaii — the “flight that never was”. The remaining
damage was, at least in part, a cause of the MACON’s
crash.

The cover at top right summarizes the MACON’s
last flight, up ship at 7:10 AM on February 11, 1935,
with the crash logged at 5:15 PM on the 12, At 5:05
pm on February 12! violent wind turbulence damaged
the upper tail fin, puncturing one of the Macon’s helium
gas bags; the series of events that followed caused the
crash, and at 5:15 PM an SOS was sent out. The final
postmark on the cover was struck 15 minutes after the
SOS. The rates on covers with multiple mailings are
always problematic. Given the cover never left the
Moffett Field Post Office for the first mailing, the rate is
over-paid by $0.05; the franking for the final mailing to
the cachet-maker, Edward Hacker is the correct $0.03.
This cover may be unique as others have never been
reported.

The USS RICHMOND was just south of the site at the
time of the crash. On her way to the assigned search
area, the Richmond passed by the bulk of the survivors
and rescued 64 members of the Macon’s crew. The
unreported cover was prepared by Julius Hulff for the
arrival of the Richmond on February 13"; it is seldom
seen but the number made is unknown

U.S. S. MACON

CRASHES AT SEA

OFF POINT SUR, CALIF.
FEBRUARY 12, 1935

U. S. S. MACON
LEAVES
MOFFETT FIELD, CALIF.
FEBRUARY 11, 1935

.

ZRS
5

f
2 1935

AT

HISTORIC AERONAUTICS ASSOCIATION
JULIUS W. HULFF, Sacratary
1420 Winchaster Ave., Glendaln, Calif
U. S A
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Aftermath & the Flight that Never Was

PRESIDENT
FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT

New York Harbor

: z\.,\ May 31st, 1934
Sty 2
O -

........

The flight that never was #2 - the Aircraft
Carrier USS Ranger cover was prepared
using a cachet intended for the MACON’s
Hawaii trip later in the spring of 1935. It
was a recut from a USS AKRON cachet.
This unlisted cover is seldom seen, but
the number made is not known.

By the time of the Macon crash,
winged aircraft had demonstrated
promise for long range oceanic
missions. The cover at right was flown
between The Mainland & Hawaii 2
months after the crash. “Only a few of
these covers were (reported) carried
on the round trip flight.” Flight of the
Sikorsky S-42 “Pan Am Clipper”
arriving in Honolulu on April 17th, with
return flight arriving in Alameda on the
231, The Navy favored investment in
long-range scout planes vs. additional
ZRS’s, especially since the cost of one
ZRS could buy 20 - 30 sea planes.

Reviews United States Navy Flee.}
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UNITED STATES POSTAGE
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"Memorial Day 193b * JOHN H.WAY JR.,
- In Memory of the ' 503 WYNNEWOOD RD.,

Shenandoah Akron Macon MERION, PA,

The flight that never was - cover from the
USS TEXAS, signed by the mail clerk for the
planned MACON flight up the Coast for the
Fleet review. The Navy ordered the MACON
back to the West Coast to repair damage
from the east-bound flight.  Unreported
Cover at left has the same cachet as one

Pan ... Airways, Inc. *a%o ¥rances F. Roberts

S A R T read v 6439 Cherokee St.
BOROLULU, H. T., U. S. A, Philadelphia, Penn.
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