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Figure 2. An airship-flown postcard, carried by LZ 11 from Frankfurt to Wiesbaden on October 15, 1912. 

The outbreak of World War 1 radically altered the dynamic of the Zeppelin Company, as its 
airships were converted to military use and future production was allocated to the German 
Army and Navy. Military zeppelin mail was limited, but again, some of it is quite affordable. 
Typical markings on this mail are a circular date stamp with the airship number, an eagle, and 
the legend "Kommando," or a similar date stamp inscribed "Kaiserliche Marine," "Kommando," 
and the airship number. Many zeppelin airships were destroyed in combat, and along with them, 
Count Zeppelin passed away in March 1917. Sadly, he was not to witness the coming golden age 
of zeppelin passenger airships. 

After the war, zeppelin passenger service resumed with the newly constructed LZ 120 
(Bodensee), which made regular flights between Friedrichshafen and Berlin, including some 
mail carrying flights. Unfortunately, it too became a casualty of war, but in a different way. 
Under the Treaty of Versailles, the German government was forced to surrender the LZ 120 
to Italy, and further zeppelin construction for military purposes was prohibited. It appeared 
that the zeppelin enterprise could very well be doomed. 

Yet the zeppelin company, under the leadership of Dr. Hugo Eckener, was soon at work on 
a new airship, the LZ 126, which would be built for the U.S. Navy as war reparations. In Octo-
ber 1924, Eckener flew the LZ 126 across the Atlantic to its new base at Lakehurst, NewJer-
sey. Substantial quantities of mail were flown on the delivery flight, and today examples of this 
mail are both plentiful and affordable. 

Eckener's Grand Vision 
The next development would propel the collecting of zeppelin mail to the forefront of aerophi-
lately. Eckener had a grand vision—to build an airship that could safely transport both mail 
and passengers over vast distances and become the world's preferred means of luxury trans-
portation. The initial vehicle for this ambitious plan would be the LZ 127—the Graf Zeppelin. 

The new airship carried mail from its inception. Its first flight was across Lake Constance to 
Count Zeppelin's lifelong home of Konstanz, Germany, where the ship made a mail drop on 
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Toward the end of the 1931 flight season, the Graf Zeppelin made three more round-trip 
flights to South America. These mail-carrying flights laid the groundwork for the regular 
South Atlantic zeppelin passenger and mail service that began in 1932 and continued into 
1937. The Graf Zeppelin would go on to make dozens of South American flights from Ger-
many during that time frame. The most prominent of these was the ninth flight in 1933, when 
the LZ 127 continued on from South America to visit the Century of Progress World's Fair 
in Chicago. In addition to German, treaty state, and South American mail, the flight included 
American mail with unique flight cachets, dispatched from Friedrichshafen, Miami, Akron, 
and Chicago. Most was franked with one or more of the 50 cent U.S. "Baby Zeppelin" stamps. 

While they became fewer in number, Graf Zeppelin demonstration flights, with unique flight 
cachets, continued throughout the 1932-1936 period. Likewise, the 1932 and 1933 South 
American Flights of the Graf Zeppelin all featured unique flight cachets. Unfortunately, once 
the Graf Zeppelin began alternating with Deutsche Lufthansa in 1934 to provide South Ameri-
can air mail service, the unique South American flight cachets were mostly discontinued. Excep-
tions include the 3rd South American Flight of 1934 ("Argentinian Flight") and the 12th South 
American Flight that same year ("Christmas Flight"). With the exception of these two flights, 
the unique South America flight cachets were replaced by a generic red circular cachet bearing 
the legend "* Deutsche Lufipost * Europa-Sudamerika." Because the same cachet was applied 
to Lufthansa mail to South America during this time period, departure and arrival date stamps 
must be closely scrutinized to ensure that the item was flown by zeppelin and not airplane. 

In all, the Graf Zeppelin completed some 589 flights during its storied career. While its suc-
cesses were considerable, Dr. Eckener had greater achievements in mind. Enter LZ 129, the 
Hindenburg—a much larger airship that could transport even greater quantities of passengers 
and mail in a style theretofore unknown in air travel. Hindenburg would bring passengers and 
mail from Europe to the Americas in just two and a half days, in comfortable and silent luxury. 

Construction of the Hindenburg began in the early 1930s under the auspices of the original 
Zeppelin Company, but the ship was rolled out and operated by the newly formed Deutsche 
Zeppelin Reederei (DZR), which was effectively controlled by the new National Socialist gov-
ernment. Hindenburg's initial operations reflected the priorities of its owners. After a short mail 
carrying flight on March 23, 1936, Hindenburg and its sister ship Graf Zeppelin jointly undertook 
a 74-hour propaganda flight on March 29, dropping thousands of leaflets across Germany to sup-
port annexation of the Rheinland. Today, collectors actively seek out both the mail and the eight 
varieties of leaflets from this flight. This would not be the only propaganda outing for the Hin-
denburg, as it also made trips to the Berlin Olympics and Nuremberg Party Rally later that year. 

Fortunately, the ship's commercial operations were normalized in early April 1936 as it 
returned to its primary function—the transport of passengers and mail across the Atlantic. In 
early April, Hindenburg made its first South American flight, and in May, inaugurated the first 
regular zeppelin service between Europe and North America. Hindenburg made six South Amer-
ican trips during 1936, alternating passenger service on that route with the GrafZeppelin. Its 1936 
schedule also included 10 flights to North America. The flight cachets on all of Hindenburg's 
South American flights, as well as its first five North American flights, were identical to the 
generic red cachet discussed previously. However, beginning with the 6th North American Flight 
of 1936, unique flight cachets once again came into use. Figure 5 shows a Liechtenstein dispatch 
featuring the special flight cachet for the Hindenburg's 7th North American Flight of 1936. 

Hindenburg's 1937 flight season began on March 11 with a special mail-carrying flight where 
Ernst Udet, a World War I German Ace, successfully linked his Focke-Wulf airplane in-flight 
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Flight" that saw the Graf Zeppelin, in a feat of aviation history, circumnavigate the globe in a 
mere 21 days. The latter flight was financed in large part by the Hearst newspaper chain, 
which received exclusive U.S. reporting rights in return. Mail from each of these demonstra-
tion flights featured unique hand-stamped flight cachets. These special flight cachets would be 
a feature of major zeppelin flights from that point forward, and helped fuel the interest that 
continues to surround zeppelin mail today. 

The 1930 flight season featured a number of major excursions, but none more prominent 
than the Pan-American Flight in June of that year. Dr. Eckener, recognizing that zeppelins 
held the potential for regularly scheduled South American passenger and air mail service, con-
ceived the flight as a major step toward that goal. The flight saw the Graf Zeppelin travel from 
Friedrichshafen to Seville, Spain, across the Atlantic to Recife, Brazil, south to Rio de Janeiro, 
back to Recife, on to Lakehurst, and finally back to Seville and Friedrichshafen. The Pan-
American Flight is a popular area for zeppelin collectors, as mail from Germany, Spain, vari-
ous South American countries, the United States, and several European nations was flown. 
This was also the flight for which the three famous U.S. Graf Zeppelin stamps were issued. 

The following year featured more demonstration flights, including journeys to Hungary, 
Egypt, Iceland, and England. The highlight of the season, however, was the Graf Zeppelin's 
Polar Flight, which saw it travel from Friedrichshafen, via Berlin and Leningrad, to a rendez-
vous with a Russian icebreaker, where the LZ 127 made a water landing and exchanged mail 
with the ship. Mail from the flight included German dispatches, Russian mail, and pieces from 
so-called "treaty countries" that had contractual agreements with the Reichspost to have their 
mail flown on the LZ 127. An example of Polar Flight treaty mail from the Saar is shown in 
Figure 4. 

Figure 4. Polar flight treaty mail from Saar, carried on LZ 127's flight leading to a rendezvous with a Russian 
icebreaker, initially postmarked July 20, 1931. 
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Figure 6. A postcard carried on the Graf Zeppelin Ii's flight to Kassel, July 30, 1939. 

and destroyed. Grotesquely, scrap metal from these peaceful behemoths would now be used 
to construct weapons of war. 

Happily, the zeppelin story did not die with these two airships. Although postwar fixed-wing 
aircraft eclipsed the zeppelins, the 1990s saw a rebirth of the zeppelin dream with the construc-
tion and launch of the Zeppelin NT (New Technology). Today, NT airships grace the skies over 
several continents, providing sightseeing adventures for those seeking to recapture the magic of 
the zeppelin era. From their inception, these new airships have carried mail, with a portion of 
the proceeds benefiting a German children's charity. Zeppelin NT mail is yet another affordable 
way to enjoy zeppelin mail collecting. An example of a flown cover is shown in Figure 7. 

Deutsche Zeppelin-Reederej GmbH 

Zeppelin Werftgelande 31 

Hugo Eckener Haus 

• ENKRIN UES GIAfN F QaAN[J VIA LEPPE&FN 	 D-88045 Fredrjchshafen 

Figure 7. A Zeppelin NT flight cover from Friedrichshafen on July 2, 2000, celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of the naming of LZ 7 as the Friedrichshafen. 
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Figure  5. Hindenburg 7th North American Flight cover, Liechtenstein dispatch, postmarked August 14, 1936. 

to the airship's substructure. Hindenburg's first 1937 South American flight followed on March 
16. After a planned May 1 Deutschland flight was canceled due to inclement weather, the ship 
departed Frankfurt for North America on May 3. Mail intended for the Deutschland Flight, 
postmarked May 1 and featuring a special flight cachet, was dropped over Cologne on the out-
bound journey to the United States. This Atlantic crossing would be Hindenburg's last. In a 
disaster of epic proportions, the giant airship caught fire during its May 6 landing at Lakehurst, 
killing 36 of those aboard and spelling the end of transatlantic passenger airship travel. Despite 
its brief period of operation, Hindenburg left behind a wealth of flown mail. Much of it, includ-
ing mail flown on the 1936 Olympic Flight, is quite affordable. 

At the time of the Hindenburg disaster, a nearly identical airship was nearing completion. 
The Graf Zeppelin II, like the Hindenburg, would be filled with flammable hydrogen lifting gas. 
Because the DZR could not obtain non-flammable American helium as an alternative, Graf 
Zeppelin II would never see passenger service. Nevertheless, it made many mail-carrying 
flights. Like the Hindenburg, its early activities included a mail carrying propaganda flight, this 
time to the disputed Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia. As with the Hindenburg's 1936 
Propaganda Flight, the Graf Zeppelin II dropped leaflets urging a "yes" vote for annexation. 
Remarkably, more than 100,000 pieces of mail were carried on this December 1938 flight. 
Not even a fiery airship disaster had dampened the public's enthusiasm for zeppelin mail. That 
enthusiasm carried over to 1939, when the Graf Zeppelin II attracted throngs of sightseers at 
weekend air shows across Germany. All of these flights carried mail, and each featured a unique 
flight cachet. A card from the airship's July 30 flight to Kassel is shown in Figure 6. Although 
a flight to Konigsberg had been scheduled for the weekend of August 26, impending hostilities 
with Poland forced its cancellation. 

The Second World War marked the end of the line for the mothballed Graf Zeppelin and 
the Graf Zeppelin II. Both were removed from their Frankfurt sheds for the last time in 1940 
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Collect Zeppelins! Join the Fun! 
Because zeppelin mail was avidly collected and preserved at the time of its use, it continues to 
provide an enormous treasure trove for today's collectors. Although some of it can be quite 
expensive, especially rare drops and mail from obscure treaty nations, much of it is both afford-
able and accessible. Its vast scope provides for infinite collecting approaches. Collectors can 
focus on major demonstration flights, South American flights, flights from a certain year, 
flights to a common destination, mail from particular countries, crew mail, passenger mail, 
mail bearing specific zeppelin stamps, and much more. The U.S. zeppelins provide yet another 
layer of collecting opportunities. Comprehensive specialized catalogs (Sieger's Zeppelin Post 
Katalog and Michel's Zeppelin und Flugpost Spezial catalog) simplify the identification and pric-
ing of zeppelin mail, and an active collecting community freely exchanges research and infor-
mation on a regular basis. The Facebook Group "Zeppelin Collectors: Stamps, Mail and 
Ephemera" has over 800 members at this writing and often features new posts on a daily basis. 
Helpfully, Facebook's comment feature allows collectors and experts to contribute additional 
knowledge and observations about the posted material. In addition, zeppelin collectors meet 
regularly at large stamp shows, where "show and tell" sessions and formal presentations pro-
vide more opportunities to gain knowledge and engage fellow collectors. It's a wonderful 
group that's a joy to be a part of, so come join the fun! Become a zeppelin collector! 

About the Author 
Jim Hill has avidly collected zeppelin mail for more than twenty years. He has been a frequent 
exhibitor and lecturer at World Series of Philately shows, and together with Cheryl Ganz, co-
edited The Zeppelin Collector between 2001 and 2011. 
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U.S. Navy Zeppelins 
Any survey of zeppelin mail would be incomplete without mention of the rigid airships oper-
ated by the U.S. Navy as ocean scouting vehicles. The first of these was the ZR-i (USS 
Shenandoah), which was built by the U.S. Navy. It flew between 1923 and 1925. Although 
Shenandoah never carried official mail, it did carry unofficial mail on several flights, most 
notably its 1924 transcontinental flight, its 1925 flight to Bar Harbor, Maine, and its ill-fated 
final flight, when it crashed in a violent storm near Ava, Ohio. The second Navy airship was 
the ZR-2, USS Los Angeles, the former LZ 126 that the Germans had transferred to the U.S. 
as war reparations. The Los Angeles conducted official mail carrying flights to Bermuda, 
Puerto Rico, the West Indies, Cuba, and various domestic locations. She was decommis-
sioned in 1932. 

The Goodyear-Zeppelin Corporation of Akron, Ohio, built two other rigid airships for the 
U.S. Navy. The USS Akron, ZRS-4, flew between 1929 and 1933, carrying official mail on two 
flights, along with unofficial private mail on several other flights. Akron crashed in a storm off 
New Jersey's Long Beach Island on April 4, 1933. The USS Macon, ZRS-5, flew from April 
1933 until it crashed at sea off Point Sur, California, on February 12, 1935. Although Macon 
never carried official mail, it did participate in a historic unofficial mail drop to President Roo-
sevelt while he was at sea in 1934 aboard the USS Houston. Sparrowhawk fighters launched 
from Macon's cargo hold dropped sixteen covers, which President Roosevelt later signed. They 
are among the greatest prizes of zeppelin mail. In addition to official and unofficial mail, 
Akron's and Macon's activities were commemorated by thousands of non-flown "event covers" 
that colorfully documented the airships' flights. An example of a Macon event cover, posted 
from minesweeper USS Grebe on the night of the airship's crash, is shown in Figure 8. Event 
covers are an inexpensive and fun way to explore the history of these two historic airships. The 
recently published U.S. Zeppelin and Airship Mail Flights, by Cheryl R. Ganz, is the definitive 
study of the U.S. zeppelins and their flown mail. U.S. airship event covers are comprehen-
sively treated in Mellone's Photo Encyclopedia of USS Akron and USS Macon Event Covers. 

Figure 8. Macon crash memorial cover from the USS Grebe, postmarked February 12, 1935, the day of the crash. 



Romance of the Flying Boats 
Jon Krupnick 

Flying boats are like no other machines. They were created out of the same 
desire to explore that drove the early pathfinders from Columbus to Captain 
Cook. The giant Sikorsky and Boeing flying boats that took to the skies and 
the seas more than haifa century ago created a mysterious and romantic kind 
offlying that can never be duplicated The designers and engineers who 
brought these flying boats to life built more than airplanes. They created art. 
But their time was short. Runways built for World War II were the concrete 
stakes that pierced the heart of the giant flying boat. 	Jimmy Buffett 

For over 40 years, I have been fascinated by the history of Pan Am's flying boats in the Pacific. 
Jimmy Buffett was correct when he said their time was short. The Clipper era of the flying 
boats lasted only eleven years, from April 1935 to April 1946. I have written three books and 
created a 10-frame stamp exhibit based on this fascinating history. Jimmy Buffett and count-
less others have called this short 11-year period the most Romantic Era of Flight. 

Juan Trippe, founder of Pan American Airways (later Pan American World Airways, often 
called just Pan Am), was a visionary with his heart and his head in the clouds. The son of a Wall 
Street banker, he attended Yale and became friends with classmates connected to the richest 
and most powerful families in the world-the Vanderbilts, the Whitneys, and the Rockefellers. 

On June 2, 1927—just eleven days after Charles Lindbergh electrified the world with his 
solo crossing of the Atlantic—the families of Trippe's wealthy college friends invested 

Figure 1. Pan Am's Pacific Pioneers: a Sikorsky S-42 overhead, a Martin M-130 taxiing, and a Boeing B-314 
taking off. 
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Figure 3.  Juan Trippe and Charles Lindbergh, 1929. 

54 • MAIL IN THE AIR: WRITINGS ABOUT AEROPHILATELY 

$300,000 in his newly formed 
Aviation Corporation of the 
Americas. A month after 
forming his corporation, 
Trippe acquired Pan Am, 
which had no planes but did 
have the inside track for 
obtaining the first Foreign 
Air Mail contract (known as 
FAM 1) to fly the mail the 
90 miles from Key West to 
Havana. The contract 
required Pan Am to start  Figure  2. Borrowed plane used for Pan Am's first flight. 

regular air mail service by October 19, 1927. Pan Am's new planes, however, could not be 
delivered in time to allow Pan Am to meet the strict conditions of the contract. 

At the last possible moment, Trippe located a pontoon seaplane in Key West that was being 
delivered to Central America. With a $145 "off the books" payment to the pilot, Trippe was 
successful in leasing the plane (see Figure 2). On October 19, 1927, seven sacks of mail were 
flown to Havana using this borrowed plane. With this flight, the contract was saved, and Pan 
American Airways was born! Trippe was only twenty-eight years old. 

In early 1929, Trippe hired Charles Lindbergh as Pan Am's "technical adviser." At the time, 
Lindbergh was the most famous man in America. Trippe knew that he needed Lindbergh's 
"star power" to convince the skeptical public that flying was modern, glamorous, and above 
all, safe. Lindbergh's contract was for four years at a salary of $10,000 per year plus stock 
options. With Pan Am's success, the stock options allowed Lindbergh to never work again! 

By 1931, Pan Am had conquered the Caribbean along with Central and South America, and 
Trippe set his sights on Europe. For the European flights across the Atlantic, Trippe and 
Lindbergh developed specifications for "flying boats having a range of 2500 miles with 
300 pounds of airmail." Six manufacturers 
were asked for bids, and only Sikorsky and 
Glenn Martin submitted proposals. 

Sikorsky proposed three planes at $242,000 
each and Martin proposed three planes at 
$430,000 each (see Figures 4 and 5). These 
planes would be by far the biggest and most 
expensive aircraft ever built. Early in 1932, 
Pan Am shocked the aviation world by accept-
ing both bids with delivery promised for 1934. 

With this order Pan Am's survival depended 
upon obtaining landing rights in Europe. The 
United States refused to grant foreign carriers 
landing rights in New York or Hawaii, so the 
Europeans retaliated by denying Pan Am 
landing rights in Europe. Barred from 
Europe, Trippe turned his sights to Asia. 
With the loss of the lucrative European 



Romance of the Flying Boats • 55 

market, most businessmen would have tried to cancel the contracts for the six new aircraft, but 
not Trippe. He refused to quit! Publicly he pretended that flying to Hong Kong was just as 
good as flying to Europe. British Hong Kong, however, joined with Europe, and they too 
denied Pan Am landing rights. Trippe had landing rights in the U.S. possession of the Philip-
pines, so Trippe pretended that the backwater of Manila was just as good as Hong Kong. 
Again, Trippe refused to quit! 

In August 1933, while awaiting delivery of the new aircraft, Pan Am used its newly acquired 
subsidiary, the China National Air Corporation (CNAC), to fly a survey flight from Hong 
Kong to Manila. They used a Sikorsky S-38 that only had a 600-mile range to make the 700-
mile flight, so they had to refuel at sea. This amphibious plane was dubbed the "flying cigar," 
due to the color of its canvas skin. Harold Bixby, Pan Am's manager of CNAC, stated, "The 
primary purpose of the flight is planning for the trans-Pacific line to the Orient that will be 
coming through to China within two years." A cover carried on the flight is shown in Figure 6. 

The first of the new Sikorsky S-42s was delivered to Pan Am in December 1934. It had a 
range of only 1,500 miles, so to fly the 2,400 miles from San Francisco to Honolulu, it had to 
be outfitted with onboard fuel tanks. The new Martin M-130s with a range of 2,500 miles, 
would not be delivered until late 1935, so all four Pacific survey flights leading up to the first 
flight of the Martin M-13 0  China Clipper were made in a Sikorsky S-42 modified with on-board 
fuel tanks. 

By April 1935, Pan Am was ready to start Pacific survey flights using the Sikorsky S-42 
modified with onboard fuel tanks. Between April and October 1935, four survey flights were 
successfully completed: April to Hawaii; June to Midway; August to Wake; October to Guam. 

Figure 4. Sikorsky S-42. 

Figure 5. Martin M-130. 
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With layovers in Honolulu, Midway, Wake, and Guam, it took five days to fly from Califor-
nia to Manila (see Figure 7). Therefore, to make weekly flights required two aircraft. Finally, in 
November 1935, two of the long-awaited Martin M-130s were delivered to Pan Am. 

Figure 6. This envelope, signed by Harold Bixby, Pan Am's manager of CNAC, was the only piece 
of mail carried on the August 1933 survey flight. 

Figure 8. FAM 14 San Francisco to Manila, November 22, 1935. 



Figure 9. Mail for the inaugural flight of the China Clipper: 59 bags, 
or 110,000 letters. 

Figure 10. Captain Musick missed the wires flying below the Oakland Bay Budge. 
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On November 22, 1935, 100,000 
people watched the China Clipper's 
takeoff. The souvenir mail for the 
inaugural China Clipper flight filled 
59 mail bags. So much mail for col-
lectors was carried by the China 
Clipper that two crewmen who had 
made all four survey flights were left 
on the dock. The China Clipper, heav-
ily loaded with fuel and souvenir mail, 
could not gain altitude quickly 
enough to fly over the Oakland Bay 
bridge, so Captain Musick was forced 
to fly under the bridge, which was 
still under construction. Somehow 
Captain Musick's China Clipper 
avoided the construction wires hang-
ing from the bridge. The public never 
realized that they had almost wit-
nessed a disaster, but Captain Musick 
and John Leslie, Pan's Am chief aero-
nautical engineer for the Pacific Divi-
sion, were both so shaken by 
the incident that immedi-
ately after the inaugural 
flights of the China Clipper 
and Philippine Clipper, both 
aircraft were returned to the 
factory for more powerful 
engines. In spite of these 
severe maintenance issues, 
publicly the inaugural flights 
were a total triumph for Pan 
Am. See Figures 8-10. 

Eight short years after 
Lindbergh soloed the Atlan-
tic, Pan Am had established 
regular scheduled service 
across the vast Pacific. 

In 1937, isolated New Zealand broke with the British and granted landing rights to Pan 
Am. Under the agreement, Pan Am had to establish regular mail service by the end of 1937. 
The British would still not permit their Pacific Islands to serve as landing sites, so Pan Am was 
forced to use the very dangerous route through Kingman Reef and American Samoa. Again a 
Sikorsky S-42 with onboard fuel tanks was used for the first New Zealand survey flight in 
March 1937. Through good luck and the unmatched skill of Pan Am's chief pilot, Ed Musick, 
the survey flight was successful. 
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The second survey flight to New Zea-
land in December 1937 was also success-
ful. However, Pan Am's luck ran out on 
the third New Zealand flight. After the 
Samoan Clipper took off from Pago Pago, 
an oil leak forced it to return for an 
emergency landing. 

While it was dumping fuel prior to the 
landing, gas vapors were drawn back into 
the engines, and the resulting explosion 
killed Captain Ed Musick and his crew 
(see Figure 11). The dangerous air route 
via Kingman Reef and American Samoa 
was permanently closed, and further 
New Zealand flights would await both 
the delivery of new, more powerful air-
craft and a safer route. 

By utilizing the wing design of the 
B-17 bombers, Boeing developed the 
mighty B-314 Clippers in record time 
(see Figure 12). With the "Winds of 
War" gathering in Europe, Britain and 
France quickly offered their islands for 
flying boat bases. The first Boeing was 
delivered in January 1939 and had a 
range of 3,500 miles. In August 1939, Pan 

Figure 11. A colorized 
image of the Samoan 
Clipper crash, based 
on an artist's drawing 
originally published in 
the San Francisco Chronicle, 
January 13, 1938. 

Am used the new and 
much more powerful Boeing B-314 for the first survey flight to 
New Zealand over the safer route using Canton Island and 
Noumea, New Caledonia, as stopover bases (see Figure 13). 
Regular mail service over this new route started July 12, 1940. 

With the outbreak of war on December 7, 1941, all Clipper 
flights in the Pacific west of Honolulu ceased (see Figure 14). 
During the war years, airports with concrete runways were built 
all over the world. These new runways were indeed "The con-
crete stakes that pierced the heart of the giant flying boats." 

Figure 13. New Zealand route, 1940. 

Figure 12. The mighty Boeing B-314. 
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Pan Am's final flying boat flight in the Pacific (see Figure 15) landed in San Francisco Bay on 
April 9, 1946. Onboard were envelopes containing letters written by William VanDusen, Pan 
Am's Public Relations Director, addressed to 2,000 newspaper editors around the country. His 
letter said in part: 

"They (the Pan Am flying boats) had more sex and glamour in five minutes than we can 

build into land planes in five years.. . So Hail, old timers. Hail and farewell!" 

VanDusen's publicity letters, called "Dear Senor" letters, were usually sent on a regu-
lar basis to over 2,000 newspaper editors around the country. Only the envelope exhibited 

Figure 14. Pan Am route map as of December, 1941. 

Figure 15. Official Pan Am photo of the Final Flight crew. Standing: S.D. Terrel, Chet Thayer, 
Roy Welch, Don Lykke, Don Bond, Tom Kewin, John Krupnick. Kneeling: George Havholni, 
Gene Dunning, Jim Parker. 
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The author with Jimmy Buffett wearing the 
cap of a Pan Am flying boat captain. 

60 • MAIL IN THE AIR: WRITINGS ABOUT AEROPHILATELY 

below (Figure 16) from Pan Am's final Clipper flight has surfaced. It is an unsolved mystery as 
why only one of the 2,000 Dear Senor letters supposedly on board the final Pan Am Clipper 
flight has been found. Tom Kewin, the flight engineer on the final Pan Am Clipper flight, was 
nice enough to sign my cover for me more than 70 years after Pan Am's final flying boat flight. 

I hope this article on the Romance of the Flying Boats will inspire you to read more about 
Pan Am's flying boat era in the Pacific. Thanks for flying back in time with us. 

Figure 16. A cover flown on the final Clipper flight, signed by flight engineer Tom Kewin. 
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