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“The Rules of the Game”

7 E have had considerable correspondence with

various members and ofhicers of the American

Air Mail Society in regard to our candidacy

for Official Organ of this society. We have also read

over carefully the verbatim report of the speeches made

at the Cleveland Convention.

expressed coincides with our own point of view, as

far as the merits of private or unofficial covers are
concerned.

On the other hand, the point has been brought out
that while we stood for pure aerophilately, the AAMS
also recognizes unofficial cachets connected with the
more important aeronautic events, and as long as we
were a candidate for the official organship of the
society, we should conform to the society’s point of
view in this regard. Many members of the AAMS
collect these covers to some degree, and in view of the

fact that we are asking for the society’s endorsement .

as official organ, we have been strenuously urged to
give this hobby-within-a-hobby a place in our magazine.
There seems to be some sound logic in this reasoning.
Our point of view has always been that while
collectors were perfectly free to collect what they chose,
the two fields, Aerophilately and Commercial Aero-
nautics, should not be confused. Too many new col-
lectors have assumed that dedication and similar covers
were really airmail covers, and when the inevitable
disillusion came, they blamed it on aerophilately. Some
harm has also been done by writers for philatelic
magazines, who have classed these aeronautic covers
under the general heading of “Airmails”, even though
terming them, unofficial. The result has been that many
serious collectors who might otherwise have taken up
aerophilately, ‘decided the whole hobby was childish,
and other collectors who had already started on what
they thought was airmails, quit the hobby in disgust.
This condition has existed, not because some collectors

have taken up unofficial covers, but because all manner

of Anniversaries, Meets, Shows and Derbies, have been
constantly classed as Aerophilately.

What has been printed in this magazine on this
subject was not slander against unofficial aeronautic
covers, it was simply an attempt to point out clearly
the difference between them and genuine airmail covers.
That our efforts were well directed is witnessed by the
set of resolutions recently adopted by the AAMS at
Cleveland. We believe that we have accomplished
something for the good of both hobbies, even though
our remarks may have seemed somewhat strenuous at
times.

Another very important point was brought out by
various speakers at the Convention, which gave the
private cover a useful purpose to fulfill in the hobby.

The general feeling..

It seemed to be the concensus of opinion that many
younger collectors are first attracted to airmails, via
the unofficial cover, and as their understanding of the
hobby becomes more mature, the tendency is for them
to branch out into aerophilately. This is by far the
best argument for these covers that we have heard,
and as long as a clear distinction is made between these
covers and genuine airmail covers, (the one point that
we have stressed) little harm and much good would
undoubtably result. The fact that such a distinction
has just been made by the American Air Mail Society,
removes the only objection we have had to these covers,
and as far as we can see, there is nothing more to be
said about this subject.

The differences between the two classes of covers has
been clearly and definitely defined, and as the Airpost
Journal is a candidate to represent the society at its
official organ, we feel that it is up to us to conform
to the doctrines expressed by the society. Accordingly,
if the Airpost Journal is selected as the next official
organ of the American Air Mail Society, a separate
department devoted to “AERONAUTIC EVENTS”
including unofhicial covers of general interest to new
collectors, will appear regularly in this magazine. Under
this heading will appear notices of Municipal Airport
Dedications and similar covers, according to the policy
outlined by the AAMS.

To us it seems to be the best possible solution, and
the sooner the hobby can work together in harmony,
the better it will be for all concerned. Concessions have
to be made by both sides if any argument is to be
ever settled, and accordingly the Airpost Journal makes
this concession in recognition of the sincere efforts of
the AAMS members at Cleveland, who tackled a
difficult problem, and arrived at the only solution possi-
ble. Undoubtably a great deal was accomplished at

" Cleveland, but most important of all has been the

increased understanding of the other fellow’s point of
view.

The resolution adopted by the American Air Mail
Society at Cleveland has established the rules of the
game for the coming year, and it seems to be up to
those who profess interest in the welfare of aerophilately
in this country, to back the society in their decision,
regardless of personal opinions or any.other considera-
tion. There has been enough of border warfare and
petty strife. It is high time we settled down to something

more constructive.
* % k ok ok %

The approaching vote of the AAMS, which will
determine the official organ for the coming year, will
be awaited with interest by us. We realize that old
habits are hard to change all at once, but we have one
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real consolation no matter how the voting results. Not
once in our little campaign, if it can be so called, have
we resorted to uncomplimentary or personal remarks
That seems to be a
unique record as far as philately is concerned, but we
feel that any other course would have proved us un

directed towards our opponent.

worthy of the office for which we are a candidate. It
has been our belief that the leading airmail society in
America must have an official organ which will uphold
and lend prestige to the society it represents.

At any rate our conscience is clear, and we are
content to let the Airpost Journal speak for itself.

WHAT DO YOU COLLECT ?

Unfortunately we cannot report a
great deal of progress with our ballot.
'o date not much more than a Volstead
percentage of our readers have sent
in their ballots (about half of one per
cent.) We would like to get a real
cross section of the hobby, but we
can’t do it without your cooperation.

We have received some interesting
replies, which more or less atone for the
deficiency in numbers. Our exhilarative
friend A.CK. printed “S.CAD.T.A"
in red ink three inches high across his
ballot, and just to.make sure we would
not misunderstand him, he added under
Remarks—"and not another—thing will
I look at.”

'EEE

A ballot from FE.S. was thoughtfully
enclosed in a first day cover of the
Von Steuben stamp, franked with a
block of 4. This was appreciated by a
hard working editor who is much more
accustomed to receiving bricks, than
gifts in his mail.

® % % %

C.H.W. remarks, “The only thing
the ‘Airpost Journal’ lacks is more news
of unofficial events.” (See our editorial
in this issue)

® % & %

Another specialist turns up in the
person of I1.CM. of Montreal, who
reports a 14 volumn collection of
Canadian airposts. ’

% kK

At the last moment the mail brought
us a ballot from a well known American
authnr who has shown great partiality
to the past century in his writings. We
did not realize that he was a collector,
let alone a “Journal” subscriber.

¥ % % %

It is hardly worth while to publish
detailed results of the ballots, until more
are received. Briefly, Foreign covers are
in the lead by the slim margin of one
vote, over CAM covers and Official
stamps, which are tied for second place.
Many have not filled in their answer to
the question on unofficial covers, but of
those that have, ten state they do not
collect them in any form, six collect
them in a very limited way and three
go in for them hook, line and sinker.

* % k%

How about a little action from the
rest of our readers? Surely the results
will be of interest to everyone, why
not do your share to make the results
really significant. Incidentally, address
your ballots in the future direct to this
magazine, as the editor will be in New
Haven for the rest of the winter.

A MINATURE AERO EXPOSITION

The enterprising Mr. Dalwick and
Mr. H. R. Harmer, held a small but
select aerophilatelic exposition in London
last June. The show lasted for three
days and while a limited amount of
material was shown, it represented some
of the finest items jn air mails. Mr.
G. G. Duffy displayed his Paris balloon

letters, Mr. Lichtenstein had three mint
Hawkers on view. This certainly seems
to be plenty, and for some reason re-
minds us of the old limerick which
runs something like this: “There once
was an old man from Lime, Who mar-
ried three wives at one time. When
asked, "Why the third?", He replied,
‘One’s absurd, and Bigamy, sir, is a
crime.” "

A collection of Great Barrier Islands
Pigeon Post was shown by Mr. Harmer,
and that is a collection we would like
to see. A mint pair of Pinedo stamps
was shown by Mr. Dalwick, and a num-
ber of outstanding rarities were dis-
played by other prominent collectors.
‘I’Aviette’ estimates the total value of
the pieces shown at $50,000. and that
figure does not seem exaggerated.

Airmails in Europe are certainly devel-
oped to a high degree, due largely to
the initiative of a large group of collec
tors who understand their subject, and

Great Britain is especially fortunate in.

having an extremely high grade class of
dealers, who have expert knowledge
combined with exccutive ability. With
Messrs. Dalwick, Field and Harmer at
the helm, it is no wonder that aero-
philately in England is on a high plane.

AIRPOST STAMPS —THE GEMS
OF PHILATELY

From that excellent little magazine
published in England, The Airpost Col
lector, we note an interesting article en-
titled, ‘Air Stamps that are Rare
Stamps,” in which the writer shows that
most of the stamps that have become the
most valuable during the past decade,
are air mail stamps. He states:

“In a little more than a decade,
Aerophilately has produced a higher
percentage of rarities than, perhaps,

any other branch of the hobby. The
rarest 20th century Colonials, (British)
are air post stamps. The reason is not
far to seek. The majority of the early
aero stamps were printed in exceedingly
limited numbers, for the purpose of ex-
perimental flights and mails, so that
from the very start the supply has been
insufficient fo fill the demand by col-
lectors.”

The article goes on to mention the
rapid increase in value of such stamps,
as the Hawker, the manuscript ‘over-
print’ of Newfoundland, and the un-
official Martinsyde-Raynham-Morgan.
The writer also mentions a point in
connection with the Alcock cover that
has occured to many of us several
times, namely that at the present mar-
ket quotation for this cover is very low
in comparison to the Hawker cover,
A very few more were flown, but the
Alcock was the first successful flight,
while the Hawker cover merely repre-
sents a more or less ill-fated attempt.

In point of numbers, the point is
well made that the Pinedo stamp is
about twice as rare in mint condition as
the Hawker. Of the former there are
about 40 copies, extant as compared with
87 of the latter, The real value of the
Pinedo Stamps is placed at $1000 in
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mint condition, by the writer, who also
considers the Ross Smith stamp as hav-
ing been overpriced during the past few
years. The latter stamp he values at
$300 in used condition, as some 300
copies were officially used on mail.

Columbia No. 1 is another official air
mail stamp that philatelic catalogues
have been slow to appraise accurately.
It has been priced in the majority of cat-
alogues at $100 or less for some time,
whereas the most recent auction price
was $540.00.

There has been a big jump in
quotations in the 1930 catalogues, over
las: years! I believe there will be more
jumps in some of the quotations before
the 1931 catalogues are published.

I would recommend that present
collectors make haste to fill out their
missing items as far as possible while
they may. The Air Mail Exposition in
Paris this autumn will have the finest
collections on display. I am wondering
how many complete U. S. “Contract™
collections will be exhibited!

NEW AIR MAIL ROUTE
IN SOUTH AMERICA

A new air mail route in South
America will be inaugurated soon by
the Compagnie Generale Aeropostale,
according to an announcement published
July 15 in the “Liario de Sao Paulo™.
The line will begin at Sao Paulo and
extend through Asuncion (Paraguay),
Santiago  (Chile), Lima (Peru) to
Manaos and Belem (Para) and possibly
other cities of northern Brazil, termin-
ating at Natal.

Four mail receiving agencies have
been established in the State of Sao
Paulo at Piracicaba, Campinas and Arara-
quara to the north and Sorocaba to the
south of the capital. Two more stations
are to be established at Bauru and
Ribeirao Preto. Mail received at these
stations is to be forwarded to Sao Paulo
by rail the same day the mail is closed
at Sao Paulo. European mail from Paulo
will be transported by the line already in
operation between Buenos Aires and
Natal as the new service is intended
only for South American correspondence.

By a strange sort of inferiority com-
plex it is a commonplace for Americans
who have been abroad to praise the
airline systems of Europe at the expense
of those of their homeland. Statistics
continue to disprove that there is more
flying across the Atlantic. One inter-
esting sidelight on this situation was
shed by the Chamber of Commerce of
Boston the other day, A study of com-
parative figures revealed that in the
month of February 7,373 planes flew in
and out of the airport at Tulsa, Okla.,
while 1,358 made use of the great
Croydon Field which serves London.
In the same period 3,136 wused the
Chicago airport, while 1,850 used Le
Bourget and the Boston airport saw 770
take-offs and landings, while Tempelhof,
Berlin, had but 658.
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the present official organ.

to judge whether you want it for your official organ.
Compare the two, then vote for your choice.

Last year, but a small fraction of the society cast their ballots.
official organ is an important question this year.
the majority of members want.

Members of the American Air Mail Society

On this
ballot will appear the name of the AIRPOST JOURNAL which is running for
official organ of the society. Most of our member-readers have been reading the

Journal since it first appeared. You now have a full year of the Journal from which

N a few short weeks, you will receive the ballots for the 1930 election.

If you like the Journal,

VOTE

You have also been receiving

Only a large ballot will prove what
We urge every one of you to be sure to cast your
ballot, as it is the only way this matter can be settled to the satisfaction of all.

Choice of

THE AIRPOST JOURNAL
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FIREPROOF MAIL BAG

The Postoffice Department will shortly
inaugurate the use of a fireproof mail
bag in the air mail service which, it is
believed, will practically eliminate any
loss through fire of mail matter of every
description conveyed by this most mod-
ern, safe and speediest method of
transportation.

Following years of experiments and
after the most grueling tests conducted
by the Bureau of Standards under the
supervision of officials of the Depart-
ment, it was announced today by Assist-
ant DPostmaster General Glover that
fireproof mail bags will be used on the
night air mail service between New York
and Chicago beginning not later than
September 1. They will be used on
other night air mail routes just as soon
as practicable.

The new fireproof mail bag is slightly
larger than the pouch at present in use
in the air mail service, which is 24
inches wide by 41 inches high. The
pouch is made of 100 per cent pure
asbestos, with lining, inside and out, of
high grade canvas, is steel riveted on
sides and bottom, has a triple closing
device, which prevents flames penetrating
the bag through its neck. The stapler
used in the bag are made of steel and
the rivets are of steel with copper
coating. The pouch is quilted with
steel rivets to prevent disintregration of
the asbestos in case of fire. It weighs
fifteen pounds.

The particular asbestos used in the
construction of the new bag was sub-
jected to an actual fire test and with-
stood the heat perfectly.

The exhaustive studies and experi-
ments made by the Department into
the subject of fireproof mail bags devel
oped that the greatest difficulty en-
countered was in preventing the hot air
caused by the fire from reaching the
interior of the bag. In the new bag
the intense heat is prevented by air
pockets from reaching the contents of
the pouch. This is taken care of by a
quilting arrangement used in the con-
struction of the bag.

Loss of air mail through fire since
the inauguration of the service has
amounted to practically nothing.

For the fiscal year ended June 30,
1930, the total number of pounds of
mail carried in the air was 7,715,741,
while the number of pounds of mail
lost through fire was but 4,863 or a
percentage of but .00063. The Depart-
ment has no figures showing the actual
money value of the letters and parcels
lost through fire during this period.

“The activities of the Department in
this direction, said Mr. Glover today,
“have not been actuated through the
loss by fire of air mail but rather to
afford every safeguard against any de-
struction whatever of mail in this manner
which is entrusted to the air mail pilots.
The placing of radio equipment on the
transcontinental planes has increased to
a slight degree the danger of loss by fire
of mail in case the plane might crash.
But the government, in adopting the
fireproof mail bag, intends to afford
every protection to the mail which is
carried in the air in order that the
extremely slight loss through fire will
be entirely eliminated.”

MOSCOW PLANS LINK
WITH ALASKA BY AIR

Soviet Proposes to Establish Longest
Aviation Route in the World Next Year

Great developments in aviation are
announced for the third year of the five-
year plan, among them being plans for
the opening of the longest air route in
the world from Moscow to Welland,
Alaska—8,000 miles, or nearly double
the British service to India—via Omsk,
Irkutsk and Khabarovsk.

The town of Nikolaievsk on the
Amur River is being made an airport
centre connecting Eastern Siberia with
Sakhalin, Kamchatka and the Arctic
Ocean. Part of these services will begin,
it is said, in December with tri-motored
metal monoplanes of the Junker type,
powered by German motors all made in
Russia. The planes are to be fitted with
skiis for Winter work.

Tashkent in Central Asia will be the
centre of new lines to Alma-Ata, Chard-
jui, Jarkent, sergiopol and other towns.
The recent visit of the Graf Zeppelin
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has stimulated interest in lighter-than-
air craft, and Prayda, the Red Army
Gazette and other newspapers are col-
lecting subscriptions for the construction
of craft of the Zeppelin type.

The  Aero-Artic Commission an-
nounced yesterday at Leningrad that the
Graf Zeppelin would make a flight dur-
ing 1931 from Wardze, Norway, to
Fairbanks, Alaska, across Greenland and
Grant Land, returning along the Siberian
Coast to Wrangel Island, Pridtjof Nan-
sen Land (formerly Franz Josef Land)
and Wardze. Several Soviet scientists
will take part in the flight, which is
expected to yield valuable geographical
and meterological information and con-
tribute to the developmeat of the Siber-
ian north, which the Soviet is actively
pushing.

PARIS ADDING TO AIR POSTS

Combining diplomacy and business in
the international development of aero-
nautics, Prance will shortly appoint six
air attaches to be sent to Washington,
London, Rome, Madrid, Lisbon and
Peking, according to a report received
by the Aeronautics Trade Division,
Department of Commerce, today from
Trade Commissioner W. L. Ginger at
Paris.

The officers will have the same status
and authority as military and naval at-
taches and will be under the direction
of the French Ambassador at the res-
pective posts.

The Germans are evidently letting no
grass grow in pushing forward the plans
for a combined plane and airship service
to South America by way of Spain,
which is the outgrowth of the Graf
Zeppelin’s latest successful Atlantic cros-
sing. According to the report which
the Department of Commerce has re-
ceived ftrom Frank H., Henry, Consul at
Barcelona, negotiations have been con-
cluded between the Lufthansa and the
Compania de Navigacion Area Espan-
ola Colon, which contemplates the car-
riage of passengers from Berlin to
Seville by airplane and on to Permam-
buco by dirigible.
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incompetent help offered by a group
of peasants, who had rushed up
with the intention of: laying heavy
hands upon what they thought was
a Prussian balloon.

The mail was placed in the Post
Office at Dreux, and on the follow-
ing day the pilot delivered his secret
dispatches to Admiral Fourichon at
Tours. h

- The Balloon Without A Name

The Celeste was the last remain-
ing balloon in Paris and the Govern-
ment immediately started to manu-
facture them. The fifth balloon was
the first of the Government balloons
to make the flight over the German
lines. For some reason or other, it
was never given a name.

This balloon was an experiment to
ascertain whether balloons could be
sent up without a pilot, and by
special decree of September 26, the
“Carte Poste”™ had been authorized,
to be operated by these small bal-
loons, launched without a pilot, and
carrying postal cards only at the
rate of 10 centimes per card. Special
cards were prepared for this service
but were little used and they are
rarely found. The majority of pat-
rons seem to have preferred to cut
out their own post cards from a
convenient piece of cardboard.

1125 postcards were attached to
this balloon, which was launched by
Mr. Eugene Godard on the 30th of
September from the Blvd. dTtalie,
about midday. A gentle northeast
breeze was blowing.

The launching was fairly success-
ful .and the balloon seemed to be
making the trip, when after an hour
in the air, during which time it had
passed over Sevres, it was suddenly
seen to collapse and plunge to earth.
The balloon had received several
volleys of musket fire from a detach-
ment from the 2nd regiment of in-
fantry of Lower Cilicia, who were
posted between Saint Cloud and the
Seine. Just prior to. the final plunge,
12 kilometers from its starting point
but only 2 kilometers from the
fortifications of Paris, a packet of
postcards was seen to fall from the
balloon, and were salvaged by the
French Infantry, and returned to the
Postal authorities in Paris. These
cards were forwarded by a later
manned balloon.

The rest of the mail, the great
majority, was captured by the Prus-
sians and specimens were sent as
souvenirs to friends and relatives at
home. These cards bear no arrival
markings, only the departure cachet
of Paris, dated the 27, 28 or 29th
of September. If you are fortunate
enough to locate a card of any of

these dates, with no arrival cancella-
tions, you may be certain that it was
carried by the unnamed balloan,
which is No. 5 in the Standard
Catalogue. Long after the war some
of these cards were located in Ger-
many, and found their way into
airmail collections, but they are very
scarce.

Discouraged by this failure the
Administration of Posts decreed that
in the future all mail would be sent
by manned balloons, that is to say,
with larger balloons, guided by an
aeronaut.

The “Armand Barbes”

The sixth balloon was chartered
by the ‘“Administration, des Tele-
graphes” and had a capacity of 1200
cubic meters. The envelope was
made of cotton covered by a coat
of yellow varnish.

Trichet was selected as the pilot,
and the illustrious Leon Gambetta,
Minister of the Interior, with his
Secretary were carried as passengers.
100 kilograms of mail were carried
in 4 sacks, and two baskets contain-
ing 16 pigeons comprised the balance
of the load. The pigeons were the
property of four individuals, Messrs.
Cassiers, Derouard, Tralet and Jan-
ody. One of these pigeons was to
gain immortal fame through its
efforts during the siege. It was a
large gray bird, bred in Anvers, and
before the Siege of Paris came to
an end it had four times made the
flight out of Paris by balloon and
four times it returned bringing
anxiously awaited messages. Upon
the safe arrival of the Armand Bar-
bes, this pigeon was the first to bring
back the glad tidings to Paris, and
in view of the fact that Gambetta
himself had been a passenger .on this
balloon, this pigeon was named
Gambetta in his honor. The por-
trait of Gambetta the pigeon, was
given as much space in the daily
press as that of Gambetta the states
man, before the final curtain rolled
down on the Siege of Paris.

“Le Moniteur Universel”, official
newspaper of Tours, contained the
following account of the voyage of
the Armand Barbes: :

“On the 7th of October, at 11,
o'clock in the morning, two balloons,
the Armand Barbes and the Georges
Sand, left Paris from the Place Saint
Pierre in Montmartre.

“The - former carried Mr. Leon
Gambetta and his Secretary, Mr.
Spuller. In the second, beside the
pilot Revilliod, were two Americans,
May and Reynolds, and the lawyer
Mr. Etienne Cuzon, who was re-
turning to his post via balloon. (The

George Sand was a private balloon,
and did not carry mail)

“Carried along by a very light
south east wind, the balloon passed
Saint Denis and as it reached the
line of forts, it was greeted by sev-
eral volleys from the advanced posi-
tions of the Prussian army. Being
unable to. reach the balloon with
rifle fire, cannon were brought into
action, and several shots were fired,
but without success. The two bal-
loons were flying at an altitude of
1900 feet and the passengers could
hear the shots whistling by them.
Alarmed at their danger ballast was
dumped with the intention of rising
out of range. Unfortunately, some-
thing went wrong on the Armand
Barbes, and it was seen to be falling
rapidly to earth, apparently headed
for a field near Villiers Le Sec, a
spot infested with German troops.
More ballast was quickly thrown
over, however, and the balloon man-
aged to keep in the air. As it passed
over Creil the balloon had an altitude
of only 600 feet, where it was the
object of another baptism of fire, by
a division of troops from Wurtem-
bourg. The balloon was in grave
danger at this time. Portunately the
rifles of the German troops had been
stacked when the balloon was first
discovered, and in spite of the large
number of troops who were in an
ideal position to bring it down, by
the time most of them could get
their arms in readiness, the balloon
had risen to 2400 feet, and was
nearly out of range, although a
large number of bullets whistled un-
comfortably close to the helpless
occupants, in fact Mr. Gambetta’s
hand had been struck by one shot.

The Armand Barbes was at the
end of its adventures. Lacking bal-
last it could not be maintained at a
sufficient elevation; it was again sub-
jected to a volley of rifle fire from
a Prussian outpost encamped on the
edge of some woods. Again it floated
safely through, or over this danger,
but was unable to go over the forest
of Epineuse, and the flight finally
ended in the topmost branches of a
tree, where the balloon remained
suspended. This adventuresome flight
had lasted for three hours and forty-
five minutes, and the balloon had
covered 98 kilometers after leaving
Paris.

“A group of peasants ran up and
with their aid, the passengers man-
aged to get out of the tree. Mr.
Gambetta and his companions were
picked up by a passing carriage and
taken to Montdidier. They reached

(Continued on page 14)
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Vol. I, No. 12

With this issue, the first year
and Volume I of the Journal have
been completed. We believe we have
given our readers a year of interest-
ing reading. Up to the present, we
have received very little comment as
to what our readers would like to
have in the Journal. This seems to
be a very common failing amongst
collectors — they are content to sit
back and take what comes along.

We want the Journal to contain
what is of interest to our readers,
but we will not know what this is
unless we are told. It will take but
a few minutes of your time to dash
off a note as to what you would
like to see in future issues. Get
busy! '

It is understood that many of our
readers will want to have their
copies of the Journal bound. With
this in mind, we are looking around
for a binder that will be suitable for
this purpose. ~So far, we have been
unsuccessful but hope to have some-
thing definite to report next issue.
In the meantime, if any of our
readers can ‘help us out on this
question, we will appreciate any in-
formation that they may be able to
furnish.

If you need any back numbers to
complete your file, we still have a few
left. We will also have a few bound
volumes to furnish if anyone cares
to have them. Further details will
follow in the December issue.

Every Collectof Needs

A.A.M.S.

Mail Society.
Sales and Ex-

The leading Air
Older—Largest—Best.
change Departments. FREE Advance
Information Bulletin worth many
times the price of Membership. Dues,
$2.00 per year including Air Mail
Collector, Official Organ—a Monthly
Publication. Write: ’

#t

American Air Mail Society
L. B. Gatchell, Sec’y
120 Shotwell Park, Syracuse, N. Y.

NOW READY --- :
1930-31 PRICE LIST OF
MINT AIR MAIL STAMPS
Listing over 1100 varieties at
reasonable prices. Send for it today.
Northwestern Stamp Co.
589 Marshall St., Milwaukee, Wis.

Letters From Qur Readers

Under this heading readers may air their
opinions about the hobby, this magazine, the
Standard Catalogue, or about anything else
that is of interest to the hobby. Letters
must be signed, but your name will not be
published if you ask us not to.

“FOREVER SILENCED”

“I have refrained from writing you
before this but could not resist the
temptation to address a few words on
my own behalf, with reference to your
continued slander of unofficial covers.
You have a splendid magazine and a
wonderful catalogue, and your stand
that official covers are the best is
absolutely true. But why not give the
poor dedications and others a chance.
If you would take a generous stand,
recognize these covers and otherwise
give them a break, (you don't have to
catalogue them) all of that radical crowd
would be forever silenced.

*....Give the unofficial, or privates,
as you call them, a place in your maga-
zine, to the pleasure of all. To be sure,
they do not constitute true aerophilately,
yet of all the branches of philately they
belong more nearly to us of the airmail
world than to anyone else. As for
myself, I am primarily a collector of
airmail - stamps and CAM covers, but
find the dedications, Air Shows and Air
Tours most interesting.

“I do not think you could possibly
hurt your magazine by an occasional
boost in the unofficial line, in fact I
think it would help 100 percent. At
any rate I hope you will take my letter
in the spirit of a boost and not a
knock—Here is hoping that the coming
year will prove a successful one for your
catalogue and magazine.”

GEORGE W. KESSLER,
Pasadena, Calif.

(We thank Mr. Kessler for his friend-
ly suggestions and refer him to our
editorial in this issue. Mr. Kessler might
also be interested in knowing that his
letter arrived at a most propitious
moment, and possibly because of the
spirit in which it was written, it im-
pressed us more than any letter we have
received on this subject.)

Gentlemen:

It is a pleasure for me to renew my
subscription to your Airpost Journal—a
work of art and an invaluable well of
information for the student of aero-
philately. )
Yours very truly,

WM. R. ALLEN.

AIRMAILS

LIECHTENSTEIN First flight cover, Vaduz—
St. Gallen (Switzerland). With complete
set of 6 air stamps, special red airmail
postmark, backstamped ..oeoenininieninnns $1.25

SWITZERLAND First flight cover, St.
Gallen — Vaduz, (Liechtenstein). Special red
airmail postmark, backstamped......ucseus 35

AUSTRIA First flight card, St.
Vaduz. Special red Swiss airmail post-
mark. Backstamped. Onmly 60 Austrian
cards flown 1.25

THE THREE ITEMS FOR §2.75
Remit by International Money Order and
ask for sample copy of the ‘“Monthly Air

Mail’>, my house organ. Subscription is

50 cents per year, postpaid. (c)

JOHN S. DAVIS (Dept. J)
71 RODNEY STREET
LIVERPOOL, ENGLAND

In writing advertisers, please mention the “Airpost. Journal”
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| VANCOUVER - VICTORIA -~ Wednesday (24th) morning and landed

Canada ll NANAIMO FLIGHT in the Straits of Belle Isle at sundown.

The half-ton of mail was transferred to

Mr. . W. R. Patton will be the editor
of this column on Canadian airposts,
and his activities for the past few years
ably fit him for the task. Any in-
quiries on Canadian airposts, addressed
to him, will receive a prompt reply, if
return postage is included. If there is
anything that puzzles you, or if you can
make any additions or corrections to the
Canadian section in the catalogue, write
Mr. Patton, (Box 2384 Winnipeg, Man.
Canada).

A CORRECTION

In the September issue, under the
heading of “Emergency Air Mail Ser-
vice” an item was sent in from Edmon-
ton which we rushed right off to New
Haven. However, this has since been
found to be an error and the correct
information is now given to readers of
this paper.

Latest Government Flights — July

Due to a bridge being washed out on
the Northern Alberta Railway, Ottawa
wired permission for mail to be carried
between Mirror Landing and McLennan,
Alta. on June 17th and 18th. A Com-
mercial Airways plane was used piloted
by Cy Becker. Letters were carried with
the 2 cents rate, no extra postage being
required. About 100 letters were carried
each way on the 17th, and it is under-
stood that a larger quantity was carried
on the second and last flight of the 18th.

Another 2 cent rate flight occurred on
July 26th when a plane left Fort
McMurray for Edmonton. This is a
new weekly service. About 900 covers
were carried without any cachet or
special marking.

Commercial Airways

The first issue of this Company being
exhausted, another printing was ordered
during June 1930. Color was in black

as before. Issued in sheets of ten
stamps and total printing of 3,000
stamps. The large wording at sides

“Via Air” in the first issue was changed
to “Air Fee” for this issue as stone of
first printing had been lost. Die has
since been discovered.

Third issue July 23rd 1930. Same as
first issue except color is purple. 2400
issued and all stamps left on hand at
end of month were destroyed. Practically
the whole issue however was sold out,
and only a very few destroyed. Nine
sheets (90 stamps) were issued imper-
forate of which 8 sheets (80 stamps)
have been noted in collectors hands.

Fourth issue. Same as first issue ex-
cept color will be orange. These likely
to be issued during September or Octo-
ber.

First flight, Edmonton to McMurray,
July 23rd 1930. 722 covers carried
with 720 receiving the cachet in purple,
and two in blue. The reason for blue
being used is account of rubber stamp
maker trying an impression on blue pad.
First two covers therefore had the im-
pression in that color. Eight covers
have been noted on this flight with
imperforate stamp on each. However,
unfortunately the user only used one
stamp instead of a pair. These covers
are apt to be looked on with suspicion
as it is a very simple matter to soak off
a stamp, trim the perforations, and
place on envelope again, thus making
an impetforate stamp.

Victoria, B.C., Sept. 11-—Permission
to operate a trial airmail service between
these three points, to mark the opening
of the Vancouver Municipal Airport
next Saturday, the 13th has been secured
by the Alaska—Washington Airways of
British Columbia, Ltd., it was announced
by H. B. Olsen, President, today.

A special plane will be operated by
the Company to provide the service,
Mr. Olsen stated. One round trip be-
tween Victoria and Vancouver and one
round trip between Vancouver and
Nanaimo will be made. o

In a telegram received from P. T.
Coolican, Assistant Deputy Postmaster-

General, permission was granted to
operate the following schedule for the
day:

Leave Vancouver 9:30 AM.
Arrive Victoria 10:15 AM.
Leave Victoria 10:30 AM. .
Arrive Vancouver 11.15 AM.
Leave Vancouver at 3:00 P.M.
Arive Nanaimo at 3:30 P.M.
Leave Nanaimo at 3:45 P.M.
Arrive Vancouver at 4:15 P.M.
Authority to make the trial run
was given as a special concession to
mark the occasion, and to impress on
the public the advantages of speedy
mail communication between the three
Cities, Mr. Olsen stated.

The Company has been advised that
three Officials of the Post Office Depart-
ment will fly with the special plane,
surveying the possibilities of the service.

Today Mr. G. H. Gardiner, the Post-
master at Victoria, B.C. stated all mail
for the test flight must be posted at
the Post Office before 9:30 AM. on
Saturday morning. The regular postage
rate of 5 cents will apply and each
letter must have the wording on the
envelope “Special Airmail Test Flight™.

We have been informed that the
following mail was carried; Victoria—
Vancouver 620. Vancouver—Victoria 554.
Vancouver — Nanaimo 324, Nanaimo —
Vancouver 386.

SEAPLANES CLIP DAY
FROM MAIL TIME,
CANADA - ENGLAND

Ottawa, Sept. 25.—A new Canadian
air mail service, by which European-
bound mails would be flown approxi
mately one-third of their total journey
was successfully tested today, when two
seaplanes settled on the choppy waters
of the Straits of Belle Isle near Forteau
Bay, and transferred mail to the out-
going “Empress of Australia™.

The mails were taken from the sea-
planes by tender, signalizing a saving of
roughly 48 hours (24 additional) in
delivery of the mails from Montreal to
the Old Country.

Until today air mail flying along the
St. Laurence route has been confined
to flights, to and from Father Point
(Rimouski) with in-bound " and out-
bound mail from and to Montreal. In
this new service 24 hours was saved in

delivery. The latest forward step tested:

today with the flight from Quebec City
to Forteau Bay will mean the sharing
of an additional day from the time
ordinarily consumed in delivery.

Their planes, each carrying some 500
pounds of first class mail, Pilots Schnei-
der and Saunders, of Canadian Airways,
Montreal, soared way from Quebec City

the “Empress of Australia”™ and the
steamer continued on her way, passing
Point Amour at 6:55 this morning. (the
25th)

Among the mails transferred was a
message of greeting from Postmaster-
General Hon. Arthur Sauve, to Premier
R. B. Bennett, who along with other
Members of the Dominion’s party to
the London Imperial Conference, is
aboard the “Empress”. Another mes
sage of felicitation was sent by the Post-
master to Rt. Hon. H. B. Less—Smith,
Postmaster-General of Great Britain.

Should the service, so successfully
tested, be placed on a permanent basis,
Canada’s mails for the old Country,
going over the air route, would be
carried by planes for approximately 900
miles—one-third of the 2,700—odd miles
that lie between Montreal and Liverpool.

FIRST CRASH ON PRAIRIE
AJR MAIL ROUTE

Regina, Sask. Sept. 25th.—Three per-
sons crashed to death in ‘a Western
Canada Airways mail plane at Southesk,
Alberta, it was discovered today. It is
believed that the machine, found
crumpled in wreckage near the beacon at
Southesk, met disaster when it struck
the storm of rain and snow which swept
over the Prairies yesterday.

The dead are: Pilot Pat Holden,
C. McDonald, J. G. Gibson, all of
Calgary.

The discovery was made by H. Hol-
lick—Kenyon, Western Canada Airways
pilot, who flew along the route to
investigate the report that Holden’s
plane had been missing since early
Tuesday after he hopped off from
Calgary for Moose Jaw.

Telegraphic communication had been
wrecked by the storm, and no report
had been received of the machine.
Hollick-Kenyon spotted the wreckage
from the air. He had been delayed at
Moose Jaw on the west-bound mail trick,
and stated that it appeared the machine
had driven into a fog and nosed into
the ground through lack of bearings.

As soon as he noted the wreckage,
Kenyon landed and found that all aboard
had been killed. He immediately flew
to Calgary with the report.

It is pointed out the Southesk is in
the midst of the Brooks-Bassano irriga-
tion territory and sudden fogs arise from
the large area of water when quick
changes in weather occur.

The plane had left Calgary at 1:30
AM. vyesterday morning, which would
have brought it to the scene of the crash
within an hour. Pilot Holden, veteran
or air fighting in the World War,
joined the Western Canada Airways in
April 1930. Previous to that time, he
bad been instructor at the Moose Jaw
Flying Club, and was considered one of
the best pilots in the West.

Inquiring into the accident, which
stands as the first fatal crash in the
records of Western Mail Service. will be
conducted by Inspector H. C. Imgram,
of the Department of Civil Aviation. He
hopped off from Regina Airport at noon
todav, bound for the scene of the
accident. Southesk is located about mid-
way between Calgary and Medicine Hat,
Alta.

So far over 5,000 passengers bave

(Continued on page 12)
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PARIS BALLOONS
(Continued from Page 7)

Amiens the same evening and spent
the night there.

The second balloon managed to
reach its goal without passing
through the almost steady gun-fire,
to which the Armand Barbes had
been subjected. It was able to keep
at a sufficient altitude the entire
distance; and eventually came down
at four o’clock in the afternoon, at
Cremery, where they were royally
welcomed by the inhabitants. Mr.
Bertin, a sugar manufacturer and
Mayor of the town, took the pilot
and Mr. Cuzon to his own house
for the night, while the Americans
were put up at the adjoining house.

“On the following day, the two
balloons were reunited at Amiens,
from whence they left together at
noon for Rouen. When Mr. Gam-
betta arrived at Rouen, the National
Guard was drawn up to welcome
him, and he gave a brief address
which was enthusiastically received.
Gambetta eventually reached Tours
on a special train.

In 1889, a statue was erected in
memory of Gambetta, the funds for
which had been raised by a popular
subscription. The statue stands in
the public square at Epineuse, in
commemoration of the landing of
the Armand Barbes. The basket of

the Armand Barbes is in the
“Colonne de Juillet”, Place de Bas
tile, Paris.

(The story of the Balloon Post of Paris
will be continued in the next issue.)

LETTERS FROM OUR
READERS
(Continued from page 8)

A TIP TO ADVERTISERS

“At . various - times I have bought
First Flight Covers through advertise-
ments that appeared in the “‘Journal”.
At the time of purchase I have request-
ed’that when they have new lists out to
send me a copy as I am always open to
something new.

Do they do it—NOT ONE OF
THEM.

In my own business, when 1 get a
new customer I follow up the lead and
find it pays, perhaps that might be a tip
to ‘your advertisers.

Am renewing my
hope that the “Journal”
successful second year.”

Very truly yours,
ROYS N. BROWN.

" Mr. Brown’s point is well taken, and
undoubtably more business-like methods
could be used to -advantage by those
distributing airpost stamps and covers.
On the other hand, not many dealers
put out lists, at least with any frequency,
and we; would suggest to collectors who
have had the same experience, that in-

subscription and
will have a very

stead of asking for new price lists, that
they request that new items, along the
lines that interest them, be sent to them
on approval as soon as received. This
amounts to about the same thing, but
such a request would undoubtably bring

‘the desired results.

“] want to congratulate you and the
“Airpost Journal” on your first article
in the last number (October), ‘Echos
From Cleveland’ I believe it was headed.
It covers the situation as it has never
been covered before, and should be in
the hands of every member of the
AAMS. It would be a good thing for
every collector to read.

"“With best wishes for you and your
magazine, I am

Sincerely,

W. E. BEAN
OCTOPUS-TRUST

“This Octopus in our midst,
which is trying to reach out with
its tentacles and throttle our un-

. officials is founded on selfish motives

alone. There isn’t so much money
in selling unofficials you know as
in selling officials and every collect-
or who can be weaned away from
unofficials is so much more money
for the trust.

The hand of the octopus was
seen for a fleeting instant at the
convention just closed, but there
were so many fair minded members
present that he was effectually
for the day.”

From the ‘Air Mail Collector’

What a nice friendly little hobby
we have, and here we have thought
all along that the Cleveland Con-
vention went along very nicely from
start to finish.

THE SOUTHESK CRASH

Our notes concerning the first air
mail plane crash on the Prairie route
does not give particulars of mail saved.
Cannot yet state how many covers were
saved, but have seen four that came
from this crash. These were badly burnt
all around, or oil-soaked. The Post Office
rubber stamped the following wording
on each cover “Damaged in Air Plane

Wreck.” This is in two lines, the first
four words on one line with wreck
underneath.

Iceland

Airmail Covers
JUNE 26, 1930

2C1 Reykjavik — Thingvellir, bkstpd.
June 26th. About 200 carried.
Only i $...60
2C2 Thingvellir — Reykjavik, return
flight, bkstpd. June 27th. About
300 carried. Only
The Two for $1.00
At these prices, they are a wonderful
buy. Order by number.

The Berkshire Exchange
732 Chapel St., New Haven, Conn.

DAILY AIR MAIL SERVICE
BETWEEN LAREDO AND

TAMPICO, MEXICO
Daily air mail, passenger and express
service between Laredo and Tampico,
Mexico was to be inaugurated October
1 by the Corporacion Aeronautica de
Transportes, S. A. This route passes
throug Monterrey where connection may
be made with the Matamoros—Mazatlan
line, also operated by this company. At
Torreon connection may be made with
the Mexico City—El Paso service. Oper-
ating time between ElPaso and Tampico
will be about ten hours. Monoplanes

will be used on the new service.

ADLETS—Undisplayed

RATES—10c. per line for each msertion. Fifty
(50) lines for $4.00. Advertising under this
heading is payable in advance, without exception.

500 Gummed Stickers, {our lines or less 25c.
Other sizes. Armstrong Box 1231-]J, Chicago.
(14)

Poland price-list free. I have a large stock of
Polish and other 1st flight covers, Semi'oﬂicial
stamps. I send selections against references. I
give in exchange Polish 1st flight covers, stamps,
for mint airmail stamps. Basis Stand. AM Cat.
T. Gryzewski, Krolewska 35, Warsaw (Poland);
A.AM.S. No. 198.

First Air Mail in the World; 1870-1871, Paris
balloon-post,. each genuine letter $6.00. Check
or note with order, satisfaction assured. Sending

reg’d. CHAINTRIER, 37 rue Fieffe, Bordeaux,
France.

Free—Samples, lists,, circulars and offers in-
teresting to dealers and collectors sent upon
request. N. JOSEPH, 65 Walden St., Boston,
30. Mass.

EUROPEAN AIRMAILS
1. Mint airpost—stamps, envelops and cards.
2. D:o flown on Day-of-Issue.

3. First Flight covers
memorative cachets.

4. Zeppelin~ Airship, and other Special Flight
covers with commemorative cachets.

Official items only ! Sent out in monthly
sending ! Write for free 1nformat10n'

SPECIAL OFFE
Aug. 12th Interesting, speclal cards flown
this day in commemoration of the openmg
of the first Swedish airmail service on

with special com-

Aug. 12th, 1920—ten years ago......... $ .40

The above have airpost stamps and cachets!
“‘Graf Zeppelin’® Baltic Flight cards to
Stockholm .90

This flight will take place this month !

I will take care of any mail, you wish to
send to me via airship or in other way and
I promise to return promptly against a
charge of 0.10 Swedish cr. per cover and
registered postage 0.50 crowns, sent me per
Int. Money Order.

G. LINDMAN, GRASBERG, SWEDEN

Airpost Specxalxst since 1920

Member AAMS, AAA, APCD, etc.

CHILE

Chile Filatelico is the “Air-
post Journal” of South Amer-
ica. For $1.00, you will re-
ceive 4 numbers and your
name will be published in the
Membership Directory.

AIRPOSTS FROM CHILE, PERU,
BOLIVIA, ARGENTINE, PARA-
GUAY AND ECUADOR.

I have a large stock of the above
to offer to collectors or dealers.

tf (21)

Victor VARGas V.
' Casilla 1375

Concepcion Chile

In writing advertisers, please mention the “Airpost Journal”









